"Kak... Kak Tl CMeelllb TaK CO MHOU MmocTynaTs?" Korma TeMHasi TeHb JIi0 BBITIOJI3NIa U3 3€MJIU, OHA
Obl/Ta IT0X02Ka Ha CyMacIlIeflIero, MOKPHEITOTO TPSI3bio, BOJIOCH B3bEPOIIEHH, ITapa I'1a3, MepLUaioux
3MOIMSIMH, KOTOPHIX 60JIbIIEe He MOIKHO ObIIO OBITH Y YeT0OBEeKa, OTBPATUTEIbHAS U KPOBOXKAIHAS,
IIOJTHAS OHEMIISIOIIEe HEHABHUCTH.

BaH[IOHT He MOT He BHITYCTUTH XOJIONHBIYA CMeX, IPU3payHblii: “"Thl fyMaells, YTO Thl JeUCTBUTEIILHO
6or, a B TBOMX I'Ta3ax BCe MIPOCTO MypaBbu? Xaxaxa... Ha caMoMm fiene, Thl eIMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO
MypaBel B Moux ria3ax!"

"EpyHapma"! Upou k gepty!" JIto TemHast TeHb Oblsia B IPOCTH N0 KPAaUHOCTH, €T0 JIaIOHU PE3KO
3aKPHBITHI, €r0 OEeCTh MablieB IOJHUMAIOTCS M OMyCKAIOTCS, KaK Oy[ATO Urpas IUpYy, ¥ UCTUHHLIM 11,
KaK BeIlleCTBO, U3BEpraeTcsl U3 KOHYMKOB MaJIblIeB, [IePeIieTasiCh B TUTAaHTCKYI0 CETh B BO3AYXE,
yCTpeMIIsisiCh K BaHbOyHY.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH OBIJT BEIMKUM MePhEKIIMOHUCTOM, ¥ Jaxke HeOo U 3eMJIsi CMeHUIH IIBET B OTHO
MT'HOBEHHe, Korfa mosBuics xop JIio Temuo# Tenu. BecnpeliemeHTHas yOUMCTBEHHAS aypa MMapUTCS
B BO3[IyXe, 3aCTaBJIssI YYBCTBOBATh Cce0s TaK, KaK OyYOTO OHM HAXOOSTCS Ha Kpalo ajla ¥ MOXKEeT yIacThb
B HETro B JII0001 MOMEHT.

Y Liroustons, XyaH IlIugao u apyrue, s He 00I0Ch MEHSTH IIBET, CHOBA X CHOBA OTCTymas Ha3af. C
TaKOW CUJIbHOM aTaKOMU, faxKe €CIy g IOIy4Yy XOTh HEMHOTO, MHE IIPULETCS YMEPETD.

"X0351MH, OH... C HUM Bce OymeT B nopsinke, BepHo?" I'onoc yaH JIsH AdHb OB OLICTPEIM, U €€ OPOBU
OBLITH HAIlOTHEHB! 0ECIIOKOMCTBOM, KaK OHA U IIPOCHIIA.

Y Lio#t LI310HbL Kayas rojioBoi ¢ HeOBRIBAIBIM IIPUTSIKEHUEM, 0 UeM cIipaiuuBaii [dyaHns JIsH fAHb, OH
TakXKe XOTeJl y3HaTh OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIpPOC!

"9T0 ;yuliee, YTO TH MOXKeIIb cenaTh? Ecnu 9To Tak, s 6bl mocoBeToBan Tebe cnacTtu ero!"

Ban [loHT 4uxHYJ, U, ClIeTKa IIOTpscas IJledaMy, 3a HUM, KaK IIaBJIMH, PacCesyiCs BEJIUKOJIEIHbIN 1
IIPUBIIEKATEILHEIN 30JI0TOM CBET. I1og 3TUM 30JI0THIM CBeTOM BaH [IOHT BRITTISAEN KaK HeOeCHBIN 00T,
COIIE[IINHI B CMEPTHHIN MUP, 60KEeCTBEHHBIN U HEPYIIUMBIN.

VICTHHHBIH 1M, KOTOPHIM BCIBIXHY U Opocuncs B Teso JIio TemHou TeHu, mpoxKai nepeq 30J10THM
CBeTOM, Kak OyATO 3TO OBbIJIO KKBOE CyIlecTBO. [laxke y FIBoBo# TeHHU, BIiepBble OKa3aBIIeNCs B TAKOH
CUTyaIuu, OBUIO U0, KOTOPOE MIHOBEHHO CUJIbHO H3MEHUJIOCH.

YyBCTBYSI, YTO UCTUHHBIM 11, KOTOPHIH OH cobpart, Ovin cierka Kpommrcs, JIto TemHas TeHb He
ocmenuics 6oJbllle 3alePKUBATLCS, ¥ C HU3KUM PEBOM, OH BHITOJIKHYJI TUTAHTCKYIO CETh U3
IepenaeTeHHbIX UCTUHHBIN LI, B30PBaB €ro B BO3[yX U yIlaB Ha BEePIIUHY I'oyioBE BaH [loHTa.

"oy K 4epTy ¥ YMpH, g IpeBpally Te6s B 0Tk U rpsa3b!" ViBoBas TeHb, Ka3anoch, COILIa C yMa U
IIPOfoJIKasia fUKO KprU4aTh, feflasd Bcio atMochepy elre 6ojiee HAPSXKEHHOHN U TyTralolel.

"Tonpko TH? MeuTai!"

Bups, uTo ruranTCcKas CeTh BOT-BOT yIiafieT Ha Tesio Bau [loHra, Bas [1oHT BHE3aIIHO BCIIBIXHYII C
XOJIOOHEIM CMEXOM, 1 30JI0TOM CBET IT03agX Hero OblI Kak IIJlaMsl, IOJHUMaloIleecs B He00, Hecs B
cebe HeyOepKUMBIA U HEOTPA3UMBIA UMITYJIbC, KOTOPHIM ITPOKATHIICS MPSIMO K CEeTKeE.

Iaxe ecnu JTio TemHast TeHb Obla OOJNBIIAM YCIIEXOM, TO, YTO OH 00afgas OblI TOJTbKO MCTUHHBIM
IT¥, COBEPIIeHHO He U3 001acT 60eBEIX UCKYCCTB. CTONKHYBIIKUCH C BaH [JOHIOM, TOYTH YHUCTEHIINM



Iao LIy Ha HebOecax U Ha 3eMJie, OH OBLI ITOX0XK Ha HOBOPOXKIOEHHOTO MTaJeHIla IIPOTUB CaMOT'0
mo0JIeCTHOTO BOWHA, ¥ KOHEI] ObIT Impepoipenejien C CaMOro Ha4alla.

30J10TOM CBeT, U3ydaeMblit TeioM Ban [JoHTa, ObIT MOX0XK Ha OyIIYIONINY OTOHb, @ IIOM €ro0 JIETSIIUM
CBUTKOM 3PO3UH, CETh UCTUHHOTO 1Y, TepenneTeHHas ViBoBo# TemHol TeHbI0, MTHOBEHHO
IIpeBpaTUIach B CJIOMaHHYIO PHIOAIIKYIO CeTh, C OOMHUIIAMHU ITOBCIONY.

"On ciauimkoM ciab!" C xonomHbIM HIoXoM BaH [oHT BEHIIIEJ, U ellle [0 TOTro, Kak MBoBasa TeMHas
TeHb cMOrJIa oTpearupoBath, Bad [[OHT yXe CTOS Ilepen HUM.

TeHb BCKPUKHYJI, IIOOCO3HATENIBHO PackaydaB JIafloHb, YTOOB HAHECTH yaap, Bad JJoHT ciy4aiHO
IIeIKHYI JIafloHbi0 TeHU B CTOPOHY, U IIJIaBHEIM yIapoM 00epHYJ ee CUJIbHO BOKPYT Julla TeHH,
3acTaBiisdsl TeHb MOMIATHIBATHCS, OTCTYIAas Ha MSATh-IIECTh IAr0oB NOAps, U Kbk

TonbpKO TOTHa OH BHITJISIEN UCIIYTaHHBIM U CTOSITT Ha MECTe.
"TI'me mogu Crou TsaubpnyHa? Ckaxu!"
BTopas momeunHa npu3eMauIach Ha ero JIULOo, ¥ TYT e ero TeJI0 CHOBa BEIIETENO.

BTOpaH IomedYrHa IIPpUu3eMIINJIaCh Ha €T0 JIMIO, ¥ BTOPAd CPa3y Z&Ke BEIJIETEJIa CHOBA. IIBe TIOIIeYnHEI
ImoagpsAm BEI3BAJIA Y Tenn TOJIOBOKPY2KEHHUE, U THEB B €0 Cepale BHE3dIIHO IIOOHAJICA OO CBOETO ITHKaA.

Creiguo! ITo3op, Kak HUKOraa! Ha Bo3HeceHckoMm KoHTHHEHTE, JI10 TeHb ThMBI, KOTOpas SBASETCS
YOUBUTENIbHOU QUTYPOH, IITenaloT, Kak pebeHOK, HaCKOIbKO 00JIbIie?

"3abnokupyiite ero Ay MeHs, yero 0wl 3T0 HU cTousio!" M3 yct ViBe TemHou TeHu pa3gancs
OeleHbIi peB.

Llenbix gecsATh QUTYP, IOYTU OGHOBPEMEHHO OATSIHYJIUCh U BCTAJIU B PAJ, IPU3EM/INBIINCH IEPE]
Bau [lonrom. BaHOOHT He MOT HE yCMeXaThCsl, HO LIEeCTh U3 9TUX NECATU YeJIOBEK yXKe NOCTUTIIU
COBEPIIIEHCTBA, @ OCTAJIbHbIE YeTBEePO HaXOOUIIUCh B IapCTBE COBepIneHCTBa. Cyns o UX ofexXne, Bce
OHM OB y4eHHKaMu BopoT FOHb TAHb.

[TpaBma u TO, YTO B MEPCKOM MaJIeHbKOM MUpe [laxke TaKas CylnepaepKaBa, Kak auHacTtus 2KenesHas
BolHa unu umnepus Llua KOHb, HUKorga ObI HE CMOTJIa CO3[IaTh TaKOW POCKOIIHBIM MOIENIbHBIN P,

"Yunnoy TemHasa TeHb, Kak AyMaellb, CMOXKEIIb JIA Thl OCTAHOBUTH MEHS C 9TUMU HECKOJIbKUMU
cienbsIMu KolmkaMu?" BaH JIOHT YKMXHYJI, TIOX0KHUH Ha KOy HaCMeIIeK.

"He MOTy 0CTaHOBUTB 3TO, HO 9TO HE UMeeT 3HaUeHUs, C TaKUM HeOOJIbIIMM KOJTMYeCTBOM BPeMEHY,
g cMory youts Te0si! [Tocnymai mens! Yxogu! YMepiiux OyOyT XOPOHUTH C JOCTOMHCTBOM U
yBazkKeHHEM K UX CEMbSM, a TeX, KTO BBIXKUBET, MOBLICAT [0 00Jiee BLICOKOTO paHTa U CTaHYT
poraTeIMU ¥ 3HaMeHuTHIMHU. OTmai ero Mue!"

Hecats yuerukoB Bpat IOHb THE Ha caMOM [iejie BEIKUHYIU XXU3Hb U CMEPTh U3 T'OJIOBHL 1
Habpocunmuck Ha BaH JIOHT CO BCel CBOeH XKU3BHBIO.

[lects nepdEKIIMOHNUCTOB, YETHIPE MTOTYMETPOBLIX ITePGEKIMOHUCTOB U NECSATH BOJIH aTaKu COIIIUCH
B OMHOM MeCTe, YyOOBUIIHKIN UMITYNIbC OBITT He HaMHOTO ciabee, ueM y JIio TemHoi TeHwu.

B To ke Bpemsi, JIto Tenb TeMBI TOKE He Oe30eNTbHUYAN, TaK KaK OH BOPYT MPOTSHYI PYKY K [ KUH
®eitbaro u 3akpuyat: "HUou cioma"!



"¢g?" B 9TOT MOMEHT rita3a Yxun ®eiibasi ObIIM MOJIHE MaJIeHbKUX 3BE3[, VKE OCJIEIIEHHBIX CUIION
Ban [lonra, u yBumenu, Kak VBoBast TemHas TeHb MalleT eMy PyKOH, COUBIINCE C TONKY U
pacTepsBILUCE.

Cepnue MBo Temuo# TeHu ObIIO HETEPIIENUBO, €T0 TJ1a3a Pe3KO CY3WINUCh, €T0 MSTh IajbIeB
3aTSHYTH, ¥ HEBUAUMAs CUJa Cpa3y ke BHIPBaJio U TAHYIO [IxuH Deiibaii.

"Benukui mpemnomoOHbIH, 4TO... YTO BH AenaeTe?" [IxkuH ®eitbail MOHSI, YTO 3TO HEXOPOILIO, eT0
TOJIOC IPOKaJ, KOTOa OH CIIPOCHI: "¢l He 3Hal0, MPUAETCS JI MHe XXepPTBOBAaTh TOOOM, YTOOR
moOequTh 3TOr0 MapHs".

Willow Dark Shadow 31m06H0 yieIOHYIach 1 cKa3asa: "UToOkl To6eIuTh 3TOTO IMapPHs, Y MEHS HET
npyroro Beibopa, KpoMe Kak npuHecTy Tebs B xkepTBY". OTHait MHe BCIo cBOIO McTunnyio [u!"

IIA!?II

[MTocpenu kpukoB [Ixxkuna ®etibast, pyka MBrl TemHoi Tenu pakTudecku MpoH3usa Teo [IxKuHa
®eitbast, KaK CTaJIbHOM KOroTh. Cpasy XkKe IM0cje 9TOro, UCTUHHBIN 111 B Tene LI3unb ®eitbast BopBaics
B €T0 TeJI0, KaK CyMacClIeflIni, He 3Has, Kakou 3nou Metop JIto Temuou Tenu ucnonb3osanu. Ero
nepBoHaydanbHas GUrypa, KOTopas He Obllla TOHKOM, Tereph Obljia TT0X0Ka Ha COYTHIM I1ap,
COYBQIOLIUKCS C TPEBOXKHOM CKOPOCTHIO. Ka3aoce, YTO He TOJIBKO €r0 UCTUHHEIM 11, HO U €r0 IIJIOTh
M KPOBb OBLIM 3alUTH B Tesio TeMHoi Tenu Jlio.

HukTto He 3Har, KaKyI0 00JIb UCTILITHIBAET IKuH q)efl6afl, HO €r0 9YePTEI, Ka3aJI0OCh, CZKUMAIOTCA
CBIPBEIMH, a €TI0 I'OPJIO ITPOOO0JIZKaJI0 HCTEPUYECKHU KPHUYATh.

"YT0... 4TO 3TO 3a AeMOoHuYecKui Meton?" V LI1011310Hb HEBOJIBHO B3OPOTHYI, €T0 JIUIO Clerka
1o0IeIHEeTIO.

"ManTpa Benukoro Conreynoro ['pyctHoro [IpakoHa"! 3T0... 3TO OfHA U3 CaMbIX CUJIBHEIX TEXHUK
O6naunrx Hebecurix Bpat. Ero Hago npepBath, npepBaTh!" Xy BulllaHb MOTHOCTHIO TOTEPSIIT
camoo0JiaflaHue 1 phlyas npsgMo Ha BaHpoHTa.

Xy

Cagame 11eTKO TOBOPHUTD, HO T'e 9TO Tak MpocTo? JlecsaTs x03sieB O6nauynbx HeGecHBIX BpaT
okpyxuinu Ban Jlonra kak 604Ky, Kak OHA MOTJIY IIPOCTO YUTH?

"Het! {1 momxeH nomousb eMy!" IlepBoe, 4TO BaM HYXKHO CHeJIaTh, 3TO 3arjITHYTh Ha CAUT KOMIAHUU.

Y Lzou 113t0Hb u [IyaHb JIoH fAHB MOCIENININ CXKATh €0 BMECTE C TYTO HaMOPILIeHHBIMU OPOBSIMH
"TocrioguH Xy, YCIIOKOMTECH, Ceryac Mbl HUUEro He MOXKeM CHeNlaTh, KpoMe KaK OOBepuThcd emy!"

"Ho..."

[Toxa Xy Bbaui [llanb 6eckoHeyHO 60pOICs, HeOObYalHO 3/1asl U KpoBaBas aTMoc(epa BHE3AIIHO
pacmnpocTtpanunack. Ha mraoBenue YV Lo LI310Hb TOYyBCTBOBAJ ce0si Tak, Kak OyITO OH IOIasl B
BOCEMHA/IIIATh IPOLIEHTOB afia, ¥ BO3HUK I'ITyOOKUM CTPaX, KOTOPHIN MIHOBEHHO BHIIIET U3-I10[
KOHTPOJIA.

Y Li1o#1310Hb HECKOJIBKO pa3 OTPYOHUIT 1, OTJITHYBUIUCH Ha IIOOCO3HATENIbHOE, YBUMAE, YTO
00Bs304HOe Teno L[3uHb Peiibast, BLICOTOM 60yiee MeTpa, CXKUMAJIOCh B M4, KOTOPHIH B JTy4IlIeM
cnydae Ob11 pa3MepoM ¢ 6acKeTOONbHEIM MsA4. TeMHast TeHb JIi0, BIUTaBLIETO B c€051 BCI0 UCTUHHYIO



cyuHocTh LI3unp @i Bas, miIoTh ¥ KPOBb, TEMEeph CTajla KPOBABO-KPACHOM, U MaXKe BOJIOCH! OBIITH
TAKMMH XKe, Ha TIePBbIH B3TJISAM, Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OHM IIPOCTO BBITTOI3/IM U3 MOPS KPOBH, BEI3HIBASI 03HOO
cepala u OyIIu.

AT

B 3TOT MOMEHT BHE3AIIHO pa3galcsa psag KPUKOB, U OEeCATh YHEHHUKOB HebecHbix O6IaYHBIX BpaT,
KOTOPBIE€ OKPYXKUJIIA U Y6I/IJ'II/I Ban [loHa, BEIJIETAIU IIOUYTH OOJHOBPEMEHHO, UX ObIXdHHE YIIIO IIPEXKIE,
4YeM OHH YIIaJId Ha 3EMIII0.

Cepare u aymra Xy bulllans roHsIM, HUKOTIa He 0XKHUOasi, YTO Ky/IbTUBHPOBaHue Bax [loHra OymeT
HACTOJIbKO BHICOKUM, YTO OH OBIN B COCTOSHUY YOUTh mecsaTh KOHb Tsub BopoTa 3KCIIEpTOB B TO XKe
BpeMs. Ho ceiiuac He BpeMs 3afaBaTh Bonpockl, Xy baii [llaHb mocmemnun peBeTh CO BCEU CUIIONU:
"TocnoguH BaH, npepBuTe ero, noka moxete!"

"THL..."

IpsiBonbcKas ¢hopma MBoBas TemHas TeHb, OfHAKO, He ITOTePsJIa PAcCyOK, ¥ KOTa OHa IIOBEPHYJIa
TOJIOBY ¥ yBUAena, uTo Ban [[oHT yxKe cOexKall, ee ria3a cpa3dy XKe IMIPOsSBUIN OOJIbIION TPeIeT U IIOK.

Ban [loHT X71agHOKPOBHO YiRIOHYICS: "He BOIMHYNCS, T BCE ellle MOXKeIllb OPOCUTD €ro, 51 OB XOTen
IIOCMOTPETh, KaK y2KacHa 9Ta MaHTpa Benmukoro Conmneunoro Ckop6u [Ipakona!"

Bau [loHT He X0Tel genaTh XoH, YToOk 0CTaHOBUTH VIBOBY10 TeHb, BMECTO 3TOTO OH CHea
HECKOJIbKO IITaroB Ha3aj, ImpenocTaBuB MBoBo# TeHu O0IbINE MECTa.

"Te1 nmemms cmepTu!" VBoBasi TeMHasi TeHb BEITYCTHIIa PEB, €€ TOJI0C XPUIIIbIM, He TIOX0XKHUY Ha
YeJIOBeUYeCKUH I'0JI0C.

Xy burmiaub Takze OB OIIIEJIOMJIEH, XOTSI €70 POT He OCMeJIMBaJICS CKa3aTh 3TO, HO B TNIyOUHE AyIIN
oH 06BuHUN BaH [JoHTa B TOM, YTO OH He JOJIXKEH OBITh TAKKM CaMOYBEPEHHBIM, OBIT CIIUIIKOM
TILECIaBHEIM.

Ban JIoHT 4yuxHYJI, HE CKa3aB HU CJI0BA, YBEPEHHOCTh, KOTOPAs BHIJIETEIA IIPSIMO U3 €r0 Tela.

"Pa3 yXK THI HIIEIIHF CMEPTH, KaK ke 5 Mory He ucnonHuth Te6s?" Willow Dark Shadow peBena
CYpOBO, KakK ero PyKH TaHIleBasid, Kak IeMOH BeTpa, IIOCTOSHHO peXkeT Ha TPyAHu.

[TornoTus UCTUHHBIN U ¥ KPOBb CyIIHOCTH Xy bau [llaHs, OHa BeI3Bajla MTHOBEHHOE BOCXOXKIEHUE
ViBoBoii TemHo# TeHu Oojiee YeM Ha TPUALIATH IPOLIEHTOB. BMecTe ¢ OUKO TQHIYIOIIMMH PyKaMH,
MepIlalIre KpoBaBo-apkue MctunHble LIy BhIOexKany, Kak IlyHaMH, IPSIMO, Kak OyOTO BOT-BOT
Pa300bI0T Ha KYCKU BECh 9TOT MHUP.

"Roar~~~"

HOJIO6H0 TOMY, KaK TOJIIIa Onla HaIllyraHa UMITYJIbCOM, I10 He6y 1 3eMJie BHE3aIlHO pa3daJiCAd
HCKTIOYHUTEILHO BEINUYECTBEHHHIN 1 l'[OpO‘-IHBIfI peB OIPaKoHa.

Kak GYI[TO HpOHI/ITaHHBIfI KPOBEBIO IPAKOH IIPOPBAJICA CKBO3b 6apbep BPEMEHHU U ITPOCTPAHCTBa 1
BHE3aITHO COIlleNI Ha He0o 1 3eMIII0.

Briciiee Benuuue APaKOHa, IIPOJIMBAIOIIETO U IIOKPEIBAIOIIIET O He0o U 3eMJIIo, 3aTEeMHAI0IIET0 COJIHIIEe
H JIYHY, OBLITIO HOJIO6HO IIPAaBUTEIIIO Heba u 3€MJIH, BO3BHIIIAKIIEMYCSA Hal BCEMHU KHUBBIMHU



cyllecTBaMu!

9ta maHTpa Benukoro Conreunoro CkopOsimero [IpakoHa Oblaa MEePBOKIACCHBIM IIeEBPOM Haxe Ha
Bo3HeceHCKOM KOHTHHEHTe, He TOBOPA yXKe 0 ManernpkoM CmepTHOM Mupe. V Liou L[3t0Hb, XyaH
[MMunao, Myaus JIan fAub u gpyrue 6bIM KaK OYATO UX cepAlla OBIIN ITOXUIIIEHE 3TUM KPOBaBEIM
IPaKOHOM, ¥ OHU ObLIX HACTOJIBKO TJIYIIEL U TIYIIEL, YTO IIOYTH faXKe He 3Ha/IM, TIe OHU HaXOASITCH.....

(KoHer1 rnaBhl)
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