OGecmokoeHHas, st GBICTPO MMPOCMOTpeNa cocTosiHue Actepa. Ho AcTep He BHITTIsiIeN GONBHEIM,
TOJIBKO YXMBIJISIJICS.

— CrpaHHO, g 9yBCTBYIO ce0s XOPOIIIO.
— 4 papa, 4TO TH XOpOIIO Ce0ST YyBCTBYEIIb.

4 B3moxXHYyJIa, KOTa MOoHsIa, YTO BCe XOPOIIo, TOYYBCTBOBaa HEKOTOpoe 06ileryeHue OT TOTO, YTO
COCTOsTHME OBIJIO He TAaKUM YXK IJIOXUM.

— MHe NPUCHUICS TONTUN COH

— YT0 3TO OBIT 3a COH?

OCTOpPOXKHO 3aKPHIB I'Ma3a, ACTep TUXO IMPOIIEeNnTall.

— 4 BUAEN peKy.

— Peky.

— JInuHHas peka. Bokpyr ObIJI0 MHOT'O KPACHBHIX LIBETOB. 4 I1IeJT IO IBETOYHOM JOPOXKKE.
— IIBeTouYHOE... IIOJIE?

4 TOJIBKO 4TO BHICITyIIAJIa COH AcTepa.

— Ha pgpyrou CTOpoHe peKu JIIoOu C TAKUM Ke LIBETOM BOJIOC, KaK Y MeHs, MaHU/IU MeHs. OHU
TOBOPHUIIA MHE UATH K HUM.

— HTax... TH moien?

— Her. 4 ocMmaTpuBasn peky u He oOpalag BHUMaHKS Ha TO, YTO OHU 3Banu MeHs. [1efi3ax OB Tak
npekpaceH. YTo 3a peka Oblsia BO CHE?

9T10 peka HMoppaH.

— ¢l maBHO XOTeJ IPOTYIATHCA 10 3TOM KpacuBou peke ¢ Kaumoii.

— Her, cnacu6o.

— Xm?

— Kak pa3 nepep TeM, Kak Te 04HYJICS, Ero BricouecTBo Kaiipyc npuxonuni.

9 cMeHmITa TeMy ¥ paccKasalia O TOM, YTO ITPOU30IIIIO, TI0KA OH cIall. JIOXKHEEe 00BUHEHUS CEMbH
BecTa, ocBoG0XKIEeHME BCEX apECTOBAaHHHEIX BO OBOPIle U Oymylee HaclemoBaHKe IPECTOA.

— Ecnu GBI TH He ITPOIOIXKAN IPOCHITIAThCS, TO Ha TPOH B3o1en Benukuit 'epuor [lIpeMaH.
Y Actepa Oblnia cuIbHas BOJIS K TPOHY, TTOKA OH He Hallasl Ha [BOpeIl.
— Y Hero HeT HaMepeHUS YHACIeq0BaTh TPOH, II09TOMY OH IlepefaeT CBOU IIpaBa Ha TPOH.

ACTep MOJI4a CIIyIlajida MEeH.



— Temnepsb s cobupaioch Cka3aTh ETo BEICOUECTBY, YTO TH MIPOCHYICS. TOrma, COTIAaCHO €ro BOJE, ThI
CTaHeIlb CIefylmuM MMmepaTopoMm.

AcTep, DONIKHO OBITH, XOTEJI 3TO CHEIaTh, HO IOYEeMY-TO ACTEp BHITJIAEN CTPaHHO.
— Acrep?

TonpKO TOra OH IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY B MOIO CTOPOHY Ha MO 30B. Xe-Xe, CMeI0Ch KakK Oypak, He TO 4TO
Acrtep.

— A THI KaK AyMaelb?

Koponanust HoBoro MmMnepaTopa He 3a ropaMu. [109ToOMy eMy HYKHO OBICTPO NMIPUHSTH PElLIeHUE.
— Hy, Teneps s 4yBCTBYyIO ce0s nydIie.

— Yro?

— 4 mymaro, 4TO 3TO XOpollasd Umes.

ACTep OBIIT TBEPOO HaMePEH CTATh I/IMHepaTOpOM 0O HallaJE€HUsdA Ha I/IMHepaTOpCKI/IfI aBOpe1.
OpHako, MOX0XKe, OH UCIBITHIBAET obJieryeHue OT TOT'0, 9YTO BC€ TaK IIOBEPHYJIOCH.

— Temeps 5 gyMaro, 4TO 9TO HE UMEET 3HAUEHUSs.
Korpa st yBupena, 4uTo nui[o ACTepa JOBOIBHO 000APSIOIIE yIIbI0aeTCsl, I YXMBIIbHYIACE.
— Ila, 51 He Bo3paxkalo, ecnu Tebe 3TO HPABUTCH.

4 Toxe ynoOHO ycTpousiach Ha AuBaHe. [1o Mepe TOTO KaK HaIlpsKeHue Cliafiajio, MOoJI0XKeHne CUIs
CTaAHOBUJIOCH CBOOOMIHEE. 1 UyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BCE TOJIOBOKPYKUTEJIbLHEIE U CII0KHBIE BEIU
yIIeTy4UBaIOTCS.

— 41 On1 mpeqnoysna, YToOsl TH He cTan FiMmepaTopoM.

4 dyecTHO cKa3ajia ACTepy TO, 4TO XOTeJla CKa3aTh. 3aTeM ACTep C JII00O0MBITCTBOM IIOCMOTPETT Ha
MeHS, Kak OyATo OH He MOHMMAaJ MeHs. Eciu Tebe MOMOTalOT AyXH, THl JOJIXKEH 3HaTh, YTO g AyMalo,
HO BHI He 3HaerTe.

— Thl mpeanoynTaelb, YTOOH 51 HE CTaHOBUIICS MMmepaTopom?
— KoneuHo.

Pa3Be 9T0 He eCTECTBEHHO, pa3 THl [10JIOH PELIMMOCTH Pa3pyLIUTh Hally CTpaHy? YTo Takoro
HATBOPUIY JTIOOU Jb0axa.

— W momsim BoKpyT Te6s1 OymeT KoMPOPTHO, eCIK Thl He CTaHelb MMmnepaTtopoM. MHe MpUOeTcs
eXXe[qHEeBHO CJIeoBaTh 3a TOOOI.

[TockonbKy AcTep pa3pymun MMnepaTopcKuii ABOPeN, XOOUU CIIyXH, YTO IIpefIoiaraeMas
CTOUMOCTH BOCCTAHOBJIeHU VMIIepaTOpCKOro ABOpLA B CIeAYIOLIEeM I'OAYy IPEBLICUT CTOMMOCTD
ropoga bBepr. HaMm, BO3MOXKHO, IpUETCA IOTPATUTh AEeHbI'Y Ha NOAAepXKaHue TEPPUTOPUU BOKPYT
bepr.



— Bechb meHb?

Korpa s xuBHysa, ACTep TYyIIO YCTABUJICA Ha MeHS.

— Tebe mpupmeTcss 0OCTAaBAThCS CO MHOM IEJIHIN NEHb?

— TrI pa3Be He X0TeJ1, YTOOHI S CTajla TBOMM PHIIlapeM?

['me oH moBpenu rojoBy, Korpa ynan? Wiy 4To-To HE Tak C ero naMsThIo, IT0Ka OH cnan? besymue
AcTepa, KOTOpoe 00BIYHO 0OBIYHEIM, Ka3aJ10Ch CKYUHBIM.

— INepcoHanbHAIM PHIAPE AOXKEH ObITH ¢ MMIepaTopom?

Crpocun Actep, ero ¢puoneToBhIe T1la3a IPKO CUsIM. Bo3M0xkHO, 611arogaps ero mpo0yKOeHuIo Ha
KPOBATH, OH, KaXXeTCs, CTaJl MATYe.

— IlepcoHanbHbIN PHIIaph — 3TO OuKanmui pririapb. Komauaup ['Bapaeiickoi OUBU3UY BCETia
IoKeH OBITH pAmoM ¢ MMmepaTopoM.

— Bcerma...

On HpO60pMOTaJ'I YTO-TO IMOYTH HECJIBIIIHEIM I'0JIOCOM. 4 He 3Halo, 4TO OyMaeT ACTep, HO 4 OyMalo,
YTO 3TO XOPOIIO, 4YTO MHE OospIne He IIPUAETCA IIPUCOEOUHATECA K PEILIaPAM.

— Hy, MHOrO€ TTIOMeHseTCH.

JIromu, KOTOPEIE YI'POXKalIu CEMEbE, ObIIH 3aIlePTHI, 1 BCE€ POOCTBEHHUKHN BEPHYJINCH B CBOX JOMaA. A ue
3HaAlO, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHHU IIPOIIIO C TeX IMOP, KaK HAaCTYIIUII MHUD.

— THI 3HaEIIb, YTO OBITIO JIYYIlle BCETO B TOM, YTO S IOKUHY/a Priapei-XpanuTteneir? MHe He HYKHO
OBLIO €3TUTh Ha PaboTy.

He cnumkoM nu nIpusiTHO 3TO IIPO3By4asio B MOouX ycTax? JIumo AcTepa IOCTENIEHHO CTallo
fecctpacTHEIM. B mo6oM ciydae, s gocTasna U3 SIyKa CIelUalbHyI0 TelerpaMMy, YTOObl OTIIPAaBUTh
Karpycy.

— Teneps 5 noCHIIA0 ClenuanbHyo TenerpaMMmy Ero BeicouectBy, Kauipyc. Tel npocHycs, 1
OTKa3aJcs oT MecTta MMneparopa.

W3 HMOTKyma pa3faicsd Iyasaiium 3ByK. A cema 3a CTOI ¢ yepHuiIaMu U mepoM. ['osoc Actepa
pasmarscs c3anu, Korfa s Hamucasna uMs Kaipyca BonbBceHa Onb0axa B KOJIOHKE TIOTydaTens
TelerpaMMbI.

— ...4 coemnaro aTo.

¢l He MorJIa paccbIIIaTh, YTO OH ToBOPuUI. f 06epHyIach U MPOBEPHUIA, UTO CKa3al AcTep.
— YTo THI CKa3zan?

— 4 cobuparock cTaTh MMmepaTopoMm.

Actep CIOKOWHO ynBIOHYIICS. OTO Oblyla MUpHAs yIbI0Ka, KOTOpas BHITTIAeNIa TaKOM YIOTHOU, HO Y
MeHSI Mypallky Ipo0esKasy OT 3aThUIKA 10 CIIUHEL



— Tlouemy, moueMy... TH XKe CKa3aJ, YTO He Oy/ers!

— 4 He roBOpPUI, UTO He Oyny. d pemus, YTo 3TO He IJI0XO.
— TrI Begb oTKa3ancs!

— Her, 3TO He Taxk.

OpuH 13 rna3 AcTepa ¢ HeXHOM yIeIOKOHM Ccy3usics. B ornuune or Actepa, KOTOPHIM BHTJISAEN TaKUM
JKe CYaCT/IMBBEIM, KaK TEIJIoe BeCeHHee COMHIlE, s Oblyla ImofaBiieHa. Y MeHs ObIJIO0 TaKoe YyBCTBO, Kak
OynTo s moJyuniia IofJapokK, a I0OTOM y MeHs 3a0panu ero o6paTHO.

)%k

— KanuTaH, Bbl IPULIINA?

4 mpocHyack paHo yTpoM U ObIia B IJIOXOM HACTPOEHUHU, a HEJaBHO Ha3HauYeHHLIe PhIlapu
TTOKJIOHUJIUCD.

— ME&I IpUHECIHN Yau.

[ToguMHEHHBIM TAaKTUYHO MPOTSHYJ MHE YalHYI0 YallKy, HO 5 BCe ellle OblJla COHHOM. Prillapu
['BapmelicKo OUBH3UH, KaK IIPABUI0, OTINYAIUCh IETMKATHOCTHIO ¥ 3MPaBOMEICTIUEM.

— Croacubo.

¢ B3si71a YallKy y CBOEro MOMYMHEHHOT0 U 0TX/1e0HYyIa Yaio. Bo3M0xkHO, TaM OBII caxap U TIMMOHHBIH
COK B YMEPEHHOM KOJIMYECTBe, HO YCTaJIOCTh, Ka3ajI0Ch, HEMHOTO ITPOIIIIA.

— Yro HacueT Ero BricouectBa Hacneguoro IIpunia?

Korpga s crmpocuiia, 4To menaeT ACTep, pPhillapb, KOTOPHIH OBIT C HUM, CPa3y OTBETHIL.
— V¥ Hero Kaluers.

— CerogHs epeMOHUS KOPOHALIUM.

Mowu crtoBa 3aCTaBUIIM 3aMOT4YATh BCIO IBApHOENCKYI0 nuBU3Ki0. OHU O0SIMCh HAXOMUTHCS PSIOM C
AcTepoM, XOTsI UM BCETHa MPUXOAUIIOCH OBITH PSIIOM CO CBOMM rocoguHOM. Hy, cTpakKHUKY ObLIH
TeMH, KOT0 u30u1 AcTep, KOTjfia OH IITYpMOBAJ ABOpel. He3BaHkIN IoCTh, KOTOPHIM He TaK IaBHO
Pas3pyIIXII ABOPEIl, U Temepb oH MiMmepaTop, KOTOPOMY HYKHO CITyKHUTb.

— Xopoto, g 3aigy No3xe.
— 4 6ynmy rotosa.

B Hacrosiuiee BpeMd g CIyXKy B oapa3zaesieHurd KoponeBCcKoy IBOPIIOBOM OxpaHbl. CerogHs s
BCTymnua B ['BapaeiicKyro qUBU3UIO Oy AcTepa, KOTOPHIM CTaHEeT HOBLIM MMIiepaTopoM.

[0 ceromHSIIHEr0 JHS 3TO He UMeJio 6omnbiioro 3HadeHus. Hacnenusiii npuni] Kaiipyc o0BABUI O
CBOEM OTPEYEHUU OT IIPeCToJIa, ¥ IPaBO HacCleJOBaHUS TPOHA Mepellio K ACTepy 0 IMHUK
HacnenoBaHusi. Umnepus Onbbaxa CHOBa Oblyla mepeBepHyTa, U hoTorpaduu Actepa CHOBa



IIOSIBUJIMCH Ha I'JITaBHOH CTpaHHUIle BCEX Ira3eT.

IBopell, KOTOPHIM pa3pymuil ACTep, celiyac Hayall peKOHCTPyupoBaThes. Ha aTu 6ecmone3Hbie
TPATHI IIOYTH MMOTPAUYEHEl OTPOMHbIE CYMMEI TOCYIapCTBEHHOM Ka3HHE, HO ACTep mooberas B3sTh Ha
ce0s1 Bce pacxonsl. KameHHasi ropa, KOTOpyio repuor JIuTxu Kymun AcTepy, COnepKuT 60blnoe
KOJIMYECTBO TYXOBHBIX M Marnyeckux KaMHed. OH CKasal, 4To y Hero OyoeT JOCTAaTOYHO CPEJCTB,
yTOORI OTJIATUTH BOCCTAHOBJIEHHNE FIMIIepaTOPCKOro ABOPIA. ITO OBII0 00IeryeHueM.

— OTO0 NOKyMeHT [ [IpuHia.

Moii momYyvHEHHHBIN IPOTSAHYI MHe Tanky. f mpocMoTtpesnia Oymaru nepen ActepoM. 3To 6510
IIOTOMY, YTO MHE HY2KHO ObLJIO 3HaTh, KAKUe OTUETHl OH I0JTydasl U KaK IIPOBUTAJIACh ella.
HckmounTenbHble 0013aHHOCTU AcCTepa ellle He OBUIM OIpefiesieHkl, I03ToMy PuTtayc Kakoe-To BpeMs
3aHUMaJ ero. f OTKphIia ManKy ¥ CIIOKOWHO ITpounTaja JOKyMeHT. [laTa Ka3Hu PyTas Obisia
OKOHYATeJIbHO OIIPefiesieHa B TIOPbMe, I'le COePXKalliCh TOJIbKO I'TIaBHbIE 3aK/II0YEHHEIE.

— B aToMm ronmy 3umon.

Kasub OymeT 3akphiTa Ojis Myonuky, U PyTait CMOXKeT B IIOCJIeIHUM pa3 YBUMETh COJTHEUHBIN CBET,
Ipexje 4eM ero IPUTOBOPSAT K CMEPTH.

— HmmepaTtpura... Hert, yke npunsaTo pemieHue 06 uarHanuu ['ocnoxu IxKynun?

BmecTo Toro, 4TOOH Ka3HUTh Kak PyTas, coydacTHuIly, iMmepaTpuily, IpUroBOPUIIN K CCHITIKE. ITO
IIPOU30IIIIO 110 NpuKa3y OniBiIero Hacnennoro IpuHiia Katipyca.

— Brino pemrexo, 4To 910 OymeT paiioH [leHoBa.
— OTO IYCTHIHHOE MECTO, B KOTOPOM a0COIOTHO HUYETO HET...
— TaM ecTb CTaphlil 3aMOK, KOTOPHIY Kak pa3 nopougeT o ['ocrnoxu [IXKynuu. ..

B moxyMeHTe Takxke comepxkasach HHGOPMAIUS 0 OPYrUX 3aKIII0YeHHBIX. barogaps aToMy s cMOTia
y3HATh, YTO CIIYYUTCS C IPEJaBIIMMU HAC POJACTBeHHUKaMu. Aferna u JIouc ObUIM COCITaHBL B
IIOTPAHUYHYIO 30HY. PaHbIlle OHU UCIIOTb30BAJK TPY[ 3aKJTI0YEHHBIX, YTOOBI PACYUCTUTh OECIIJIONHYIO
3eMJI0, ¥ OHH, BEPOSITHO, OymyT TaMm paboTtath. Ha BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCS KU3Hb.

Bce cmyru, KoTophle npemany ceMbio lllymMaHuKC, ObIIM TPUTOBOPEHE K CMEPTHOM Ka3HU, U OHU XKIYT
TOT'0 [HS, KOT[a UX Ka3HAT B II0A3eMellbe, TaKOM Kak PyTas.

Korpa s Bo11a B CIlajbHIO IIOCTIE ITOy4YeHUs JOKYMEHTOB, IepefaHHbIX MOUM ITOOQYUHEHHBIM, S
yBUgena Actepa, CUOALLEro Iepen YahHbIM CTOJIUKOM.

— THI yXKe BCTasl, He Tak JIu?

T'oBOps KaK 00BIYHO, OH BCTPETHII I3BUTEJIbHBINA B3TJISIH KOHCYJIOB M IOCIIEIITHO CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY.

— Br1 kamnsiiu, Barie BricouecTBo?

4 ycnrimana Tuxuii cMex Actepa, Kak 6ynTo 3To OblsIo 3a6aBHO, KaK S BHITJISXKY.

— Yro y Tebs B pyke?



4 mpoTsHysa manky, KOTopyio gepKaia B pyke, mepeq ActepoM. KoHCy B3sI JOKYMEHT, KOTOPHIH 51
1I0flaNla, ¥ epefan ero AcTepy.
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