— Mucc Kaiina, 4T0 CIy4unocs?

PeMu 3aTroBOpHIIa CO MHOM, KOTOPas HEKOTOPOe BpeMs XpaHuJla MoT4aHue, JaXke He efla BapeHHIX
TIEPCHUKOB.

— Her, uuuero.
4 cHOBa CcABUHYIA J0XKKY Ha Clly4al, ecliu PeMu cO4YTeT 3TO CTPaHHBIM.

Ecnu mogyMaTs, TO MPOIIIO Y2Ke MHOTO BpeMeHH. DTO HalloOMUHAaeT MHE 0 MOeM MiafiieM Gpate B
MO€e} ITPOIIJION XKU3HU. ITO OBIJIO OKOJIO TPeX JeT Ha3al. Tpu rofa Ha3ad ACTep OTKPHII CTEHY
n3MepeHuu B I'epriorctse JIMTXH, U 5T CMOTJIa BCTPETUTHCS CO CBOMM OpaToM Iepefl CMEPThI0. XOTs
BCe OBLI0 KOHYEHO ITOCJIe TOT'0, KaK MbI BCTPETUIUCh. TaM s 60JIbllle HUYero He MOTJIa COesaTh.

YTo BCe-Taku CJIIy4YHUJIOCh C MOUM 6paTOM? HpOCI/IJ'I JI1 OH KOFO-HI/I6YJIB 0 TIOMOIIM?

Mou rna3a o6paTunuck K AcTepy, KOTOpHIE BCe ellle jiexkasl. AcTep OB B IOPSIOKE, XOTS eMy
IIPUILIOCEH OBl IPUJIOKUTH MHOTO YCUJINM, YTOOBI OTKPHITh TPOCTPAHCTBEHHYIO CTEHY. ThH JOIXKeH
OBITH CHJIbHEE Cceiyac, 4YeM TOrfa, I0YeMy XKe BCe TaK IIPOU30LUI0?

Y Actepa Bce elrle GbITH 3aKPHITH T1a3a, Kak 6yaTo oH craj. IIpexye 4eM OTIPaBUTLCS BO ABOPEL], 5
BCIIOMHMJIA UCTOPUIO, KOTOPas IPOU30ILa Y MEeHsS ¢ ACTEPOM Hae[uHe.

— 4 6yny UMmepaTopoM, KOTOPHIM YHUYTOXKUT Inbbaxa.

— IToToMy 4TO «OHH» 3TOTO XOTST.

— MHe 3T0 Hapgoero.

HHTepecHO, KeM «oHU» Obmu? OOBIYHO, KOTMIa pedb UAeT 0 OOJBIIOM KOJTUYECTBE JIOfeH, uxX
HA3BIBAIOT «OHM», HO ACTEp TOBOPHUI TaK, KakK OyITO CYIIeCTBa «OHU» ObIIM MOOIU30CTH.

— 4 TonpKO myMar o BcTpede ¢ ToOOM... I cobupascs BCTPeTUThCS ¢ To0O0# CHOBA, IIOTOMY UTO S
BhIIIIE TEOS.

Xoog, KOTOPHIY 51 TOYYBCTBOBala B TOT MOMEHT, Korga Actep pyxHys. Kazamocs, 6yATO 04eHb MHOTO
JII0JIeX OKPYyZKaloT Hac.

4 nmonoxwuina JI0XKKY U HEIIOABUXKHO CUAela psagoM ¢ ActepoM. Crdiree nuno AcTepa BBITIISAENO0
TaKMM YMUPOTBOPEHHHIM. Ecniu y Te0s1 eCTh MeuTa... 0 YeM Thl CeYac MeuTaellh?

¢ mpoTsAHYIa PYKY ¥ CJIerkKa KOCHYJach ek Actepa. Koxka Oblyla YMCTOM, KaK XOJOOHbIH Gapdop,
HO ITOBEPXHOCTD Obl/Ta Temnou. Tak 4To 5T MOYYBCTBOBaa o0JieryeHue. B oTnuure OT TOT0 BpEMEHH,
OKPY2KaIOUTUH BO3AYX HE ObLT XOIIOMHBIM UITH BIAXKHBIM, @ OBIT MSATKUM U TETLTBIM.

— BricTpo npockimaiics. Ham ecTb 0 4eM IMOTOBOPUTE.
KTto-To mocTyy4an B OBepS, [10Ka 4 IIenTana Ha yxo AcTepy.

— 3axonure.



Kak TonpKO pa3peleHre OBIIO [TOJIy4YeHO, BOLIET IBOPEKUN ATIbTO.
— Mapkusa, Ero BricouectBo Kalipyc 3mecs.

Yepe3s Tpu [HS TOCTE BHICTYIINIEHUS Ha myoufagy bepr MHe coobmmnu o Bu3uTte Kaiipyca. Kaipycy
CKa3aJl, YTO OH XKXMBET C aMUHUCTPATOPaM# B 3MaHUM ITPABUTENLCTBA ropoda bepr, Kkorma Obin
paspyieH UMmepaTopcKuii iBopel]. Map OTHOCUTCS K HEMY HOCTATOYHO XOPOIIO, YTOOR!
IIpefoCTaBUTh BaM MeCTO, B KOTOPOM OH KOT[a-To XKuj. BeposiTHO, 13-3a 0XKufgaHus, 4To HacmegHbiin
[Tpunn Kaiipyc cTtaHeT cnenyiomumM MMnepaTopoM.

)%k

— BBl HaKOHEII-TO 0TKa3kBaeTECh OT TPOHA?
Kaiipyc, KOTOpEIY IPUILIETT KO MHE, HE 0TKA3aJICd 0T CBOeU BOJIU, KOTOPYIO OH IIPOSBIISAJ PaHbIIeE.
— Ho AcTep Bce ellle He TPOSBISIET HUKAKUX TPU3HAKOB TPOOYKAEHUS. ..

¢ mocMoTpera B CTOPOHY KPOBATH, TOe cian ACTep, ¥ CKa3ana. 1 BCITOMHHUa, 4To Kaiipyc paHee
CKasaJl, 4TO IIepefacT TPoH AcTepy. ITo mpaBaa?

— Ecnu Actep He npocHeTcs, Benukuii ['epror llIpemMaH yHacnegyeT TPOH.

[Tpocnenus 3a MHOM, Kalipyc Toxke nepesen B3risAn Ha Actepa. O6pa3 Katipyca u paHblile OB
Pa3MBITEIM, TaK YTO HUYETO He IPUXOAMIO Ha yM. Bce, 94TO 51 MOTia YyBCTBOBATh, 3TO TO, YTO OH OBLI
He OUeHb aMOUILIMO3HBIM TTIEPCOHAXKEM.

— § Omin BBEIHY2K[EH CTATh HacnegueiM HpI/IHI_IeM H3-3a Py'Taf{, HO TeIlephb A MOT'y 3TO 3a0RITh.

JIuno Katipyca, KOTOPHIH GBI IOJIOH PEIIMMOCTH B CHSITh BCE CBOM IIOJTHOMOYHSI, BEITTISIAEIIO
crioko#HbIM. [IpuHI] PyTail ceiiuac HaXOOUTCS B TEMHUIIE, THe COEPKATCS TOIBKO CaMble BaXKHBIE
npecTynHuKYU. Ka3Hb Oblyla HensbexkHa B OyAyIleM, Tak Kak OH ObLI 3aMelllaH B yOUNCTBe
WwmmepaTopa.

— Bot nouemy Benukuu 'epuor [lIpeMaH BHe3amHO Hayal KOHTPOJIUPOBATh CBOM UMUK B IJla3ax
IIPOCTHIX JTIOOEN.

4 TonBKO mopyMara, YTO MOMyJIspHOCTh JIeomopsl, nodyepu ['epriora IllpemMaHa, BO3pociia, IO3TOMY I
M3MeHMIa CIOXKEeT, HO, JyMalo, 3TO OBIJIO He TakK.

— TeMm He MeHee, OH U3 IBOPSHCKOI'O COBETA C CaMOI0 Haydala. Korga oH cTaneT MMmepaTopoM, OH
CHOBA BCTaHET Ha CTOPOHY apHUCTOKPATHUH.

Kauipyc nogHsicsa co CBOEro Mecrta 4 mopollen K Actepy, KOTOPBIY iexai. Ka3anocs, XXanocTb
IIpOMeJIbKHYIa Ha ero Jinile, KOTfa OH II0CMOTpeJT Ha CBOIHOr0 OpaTa.

— 4 3Han o cyiecTBoBaHUU AcTepa TOIBKO 110 ciayxaM. Ho oH ckpeiBasics B ['eprorctse JIUTxu.

I'nmsags cBepxy BHUA3 Ha IULI0 AcTepa B Te4eHUe [0JIroro BpeMeHu, Kaupyc OBEpHYJICS U CeJl Ha CBOU
CTYIL.

B oTniuyme OT ero akKypaTHOT'O BHEIIIHET0 BHMIa Ha BHICTYIJIEHUH Ha IJIOUIA[M, CEAYac OH BeJ cebs



Ooree CIOKOUHO.

— Ho s 651 mpegnoyern, 4ToOH OH OB crexyomuM MMmnepaTtopoM, a He Benukuii ['epuor lIpeMaH.
YecTHO roBOpPs, ACTep cTaHEeT UMIIEpaTOpPOM...

— Mory g cupocuts, nouemy?

Kaupyc yXMEIIBHYJICS MOUM CJIOBaM.

— 4 3Haw, AcTep He co3faH cTaTh MMmnepaTopoM.

— YeCTHO TOBOPS, OH YHUUTOXKUT IIb0axa ObICTpee, YeM KTO-TU0OO0 APYToi.

I/IHTepeCHO, He OBIIIO JTX 9TO CIIUIIKOM FPYGO, HO S HUYEro He MoOrja c co00¥ mofienars, IIOTOMY 4TO
9TO CKa3aJl CaM ACTep.

— OT0 MOXKeT ObITh HEYIUBUTENIBHO, HE TaK JIU?
4 momymana, 4To 3TO myTKa, HO nuiio Kaipyca Ob1710 CEpLe3HBIM.
— MoxeT ObITh, OH JIyullle, YeM THI yMaellb.

4 xoTtena cupocuTs: «Ha 4TO TEI CMOTPHUILL?», HO Kalipyc Mos4as, orisabsiBas KOMHaATY. Kyma oH
CMOTPUT?

— ...41 Gorbllle He MOTY UX BU[IETh.
OH cKa3aJ YTO-TO TAWHCTBEHHOE.

— 41 He 3Hat0, OBIJIO JTX 3TO paHblIle, MOXKET OBITh, Cefyac Bce B mopsigke. [Ipexe Bcero, T OGyments
c HUM, u cap Purayc Oynet ¢ HuM.

ITOT YEJIOBEK CIUIIKOM CHJIBHO MEHS IIepeoneHnBaeT.

— 4 OyMadlO, 9YTO BHI 3dlllJIM CJIMIIKOM OAJIEKO 1 BBI6paJ'II/I He TOro 4ejoBeka. YeCTHO roBOp4, 41 He
MOT'y CKa3aTh, 4YTO OH XOpOH.II/IfI YeJIOBeK...

— Ilo kpaiiHei Mepe, 3TO 30PaBLII CMBICIL.

[ToueMy-TO g IOUyBCTBOBaJa ce0s1 OIMyCTOIIIEHHOM 0TBETOM Kalipyca, HO B TO K€ BpeMs
Wmnepatpuna u [Ipunn Pytait npoMenbKHYNIM y MeHs B rojioBe. M youTkiit MMnepartopa, u AcTep,
KOTOPHIM Ceryac JIEXKUT.

— B atoMm cmeicne, Baire BeicouecTBo Kavipyc — caMbIi pa3yMHBIN 4€JI0BEK.

OH BOCIPHHSI 9TO KaK KOMIIUMeHT? Kalpyc paccMmesinics, Kak 0yaTo OBITT B XOPOIlIeM HaCTPOEHUH.
— f He momXKeH 3TOro mesnarh. [IoToMy 4TO BO MHE TEUYET KPOBb XUJIJIET.

Ynri6ka.

BunoBHuKaMmu, pa3pymuBuuMu [lapcTBo [IyxoB Anuka 6onee 100 neTt Hazan, Obld XUIIETH,
eIMHCTBeHHas ceMbs Kaiipyca, u UMnepaTopckuy aBopel. {1 BocupuHsia ciaoBa Karpyca Tak.
JIr06011, KTO yHacnIenyeT KpoBb MiMmepaTopcKo# ceMbu Uy XUjieToB, He UMeeT IipaBa ObITh



HWwmMnepatopom.
— Mory s UCTONIKOBaTh 3TO KaK UCKYIJIEHUE 3a AUK?

OcTopoxHO cipocuna 5. f He 3Haa, 0 4eM gymas Karpyc, KOTOpPEIM paHO yMep B OpUTUHAJIBHOU
HUCTOPHUH.

— 9T0 He Takas BO3BHIIIIEHHAS BEIb, KaK UCKYIIJIEHNUE.
Kaiipyc nepeBes B3I Ha OTKPEITOE OKHO. 9TO OBIJIO BCE PABHO, YTO CMOTPETh Ky/a-TO BHAJb.

— Kapwma craHoBuTcst 607blle ¢ TeueHHeM BpeMeHH, eCIT Bh ee He HUCKYIIIsgeTe. I'pex, KOTOPHII
MOXKHO OBIJIO ObI paBHO3HAYHO OOMEHSITh Ha MaJjIblii, MOXKeT He OBITh pellleH, Haxe ecliu 1Mo3xke OymeT
IpepoxkeH 00jiee KPYIIHBINA Ipex

9TO0 KaXeTCsI CMYTHO 3HAKOMBIM, HO 51 HEe ITOJTHOCTBIO IOHUMAI0 €ro.

— dBnsieTcst My cTaHOBNIEeHKe AcTepa MMmepaTopoM cioco6oM BEICBOOOOUTE 3Ty KapMy?
Kaiipyc mokayas roynoBoi, 4To0wl yOeIUThCS, YTO 5 IIpaBa.

— OTO He IPOCTO TaKOU MPOCTOM pacyer.

— 4 He coBceM IOHMMal, HO HEMHOT'0 TIOHKMal0, YTO BHl UMEETE B BUTY.

B moboMm cnydae, Kalipyc He yHacnenyeT TpoH, a ACTep He MPOsIBIseT HUKAKUX IPU3HAKOB
mpoOyKaeHus, T03TOMY clenyromum MMmnepaTopoM gomkeH ctaTh Benukuit 'epuor [lIpeMaH, oTeln
Jleomeopsl.

— 4 yBepena, uto Benukuu I'epror lIpeMaH cupaBUTCS XOPOLLO.

T'epror IlIpeman, 63kl porcTBeHHUK Kaiipyca, mpousHec 6e30yLIHOe MPUBETCTBHE. 3aTeM GPOBU
Kaiipyca HaXMypHUIIUCE.

— OH crapuk. OH He U3 TeX, KTO MOKeT U3MEHHUTh CBOH CTaphle IIEHHOCTH.
Kaiipyc pemmmTensHO 000pBal MOM CJIOBA.

— Celtyac MUp MeHSETCs, U BJIaCTh IIPOCTHIX JIIOEeH, BKIII04as OOJIbIIYI0 BEPXYIIKY, OyIeT pacTu.
BrnacTe coBeTa IMPOCTHIX IIOAEY 3HAUUTENIBHO Bo3pocia. Ho pa3Be B He 3HaeTe, 4TO Benukuii
Tepuor IlIpeMaH HegOCTaTOYHO T'UO0K, YTOORI IPUHSTH 9TO U3MEHEHUE?

[Tpu cnoBax Kauipyca s BCOMHUJIa, 4YTO IATH JIeT Ha3af Jleomopa npaBuia Kak KOpoJjieBa B
Akapmemuu Kpatbe. 3T0 OblNla OgHA M3 IPUYMH, IT0 KOTOPOUM IIPOCTOMIONUHEL TPUBS3BIBATIACH K
Jleomope. Oterr Jleomopsl, Benukuit I'eprior [llpemaHH, GBI I'TaBOM HHCIEKIIMOHHOTO areHTCTBA,
KOTOPOE CJIE[UJIO 32 TOPTOBIIaMU U 3JI0YIOTPEeOIsA CBOEH BIacThIO.

— U B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, AcTep OblJT IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO OKa3aJjl Okl MHE YCIIyTY.
Korga mbI ¢ AcTepom moceTtumnu ynuiy Pennn, 56 u BCTpeTunuch ¢ Kapycom, oH mompocun Hac 00

OIOJIZKEHHNHN.

— CnacuTte Mo MaTh, ['ocrioxy [IXKynuto.



HacrosiiuM npecTymHUKOM, youBmuM MMnepaTopa, 6611 PyTal, 1 9T0 IIPOU30IIIIO HE TI0 MIaHy
WmnepaTtpuisl. [laxke 3To CIy4aHOCTh. M yOuBUTENBHO, YTO ACTep Oblila TOTOB €T'0 BHIC/TYIIATS.
Onnako ofelllaHue TakXke MCUe3J10, Korga AcTep IepBLIM Halasl Ha [IBOpell.

— Ecnu I'epror [lIpeman cTaHeT MMIepaTopoM, OH MOXKET Ka3HUTh MO0 MaTh, YTOOBI 3aKOHYUTD
BJIaCTh IaBlIer MIepaTopCKOU CEMbH.

4 tTakke Moria BumgeTh OecnokoiicTBo Kaiipyca. Bemukuit I'epuor [llpeman 6e3 KonebaHui Haka3al
Onl mpenbiAyInyio MmnepaTpuily. Ho pa3se AcTep 4eM-TO OTIIHYAETCS?

— Brl 3Haete, Ero BricoyecTBo cobuparncs coenaTh... YTO OH cobuparscs coenaTs ¢ [ocmoxon
HXKynuen.

OHn 6b1 yOUIT € UM CTONIKHYJI €€ C KOHIIOM Xyke cMepTH. Kaipyc Toxke KMBHYI B OTBET Ha MOU
CIIOBa.

— 4 mymato, uTO TepneHue AcTepa JIOIHYJO, IOTOMY YTO BalllMX ApYy3eil MoiMay, 1 Bbl IIOCIEIIIIN
Ha Ka3Hb. bosblle Bcero oH He X0TeJl, YTOOH KTO-TO BIUSJI Ha Bac.

OH [eUCTBUTEIBHO 3TO caesan? f Xxouy cupocuTh AcTepa, HO He MOr'y, IOTOMY 4YTO OH He
IpockinaeTcs. S mpocTo xoTena, 4ToOb ACTep ITOCKOPee IPOCHYIACh.

— YT0 X, 7 oAy cBoe goporoi. Cracu0o BaM 3a Ballle TOCTEIIPUUMCTBO.

Cka3zan Katipyc, B30upasch B KapeTy.

— { nopaxeHa, YTO BHI 3alllIN TaK Jaieko.

4 npoBoxarna Katipyca ¢ AnbTo. Ecnu 66 cerofgus OblT 0Tel UK 000K OPYroi YjieH CeMbH, S Ob
obpairanack ¢ Kaipycom 6osee odunmanbHo, HO ceituac Bce oHU Obinu B ['padceTse [llymanukc. 3To
IomKHO OBLIO TTOMOYb OpaTy AJlsIeHy opraHu3oBaTh oM ['padcTse.

— 4 Bcerma MoJtoch 0 Iy4iieM ¥ HaunyuuieM OyanyuieM Mmnepun Onbbaxa.

Mos ronoBa noBepHyach K Kaiipycy, KOTOpHI TOPHKO YIBIOHYTICS. f Bcerpia mymarna o cebe U cBoei
ceMbe, 4To OBl HY IIPOMCXOMUIIO B 3TOM CTPaHe, HO g MOHSJIA, YTO OblIa JOCTAaTOYHO HE3Pesou, YTOOH
CKa3aTh, YTO 5 MOCTYIIXJIA X0POoIIo. BCckope nocrne 3Toro kapera ¢ Kailpycom yexana, U Mbl C ATIbTO
IIOCMOTPEeJIX Ha Hero c3ani.

— Eme pa3 B Onmpbaxa MOTHUMETCS IIyM KM3-3a KOpoHaImu MmMmepaTopa.

— W npoiigeT BpeMs, Toka MMnepus He cTabUNIU3UPyeTCs, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT0, KTO CTAHET
HWmMnepatopoM.

— 4 3Hawo...

9T0 GBI y2Ke TOT MOMEHT, KOTa YCTaJIOCTh BOT-BOT HOJIKHA Obllla IPUHTH KO MHE, KOTa 5 TyMaJl O
Oynmymem.

— Miucc Kaiina...

Pemu mo3Bana MHe u mmonbexkart.



— Ba-Baime Brico4decTBo...

Y Pemu nepexBaTuUIo OHIXaHUE.

— Yto Hacuet AcTtepa? B uem meno?

Heyxenu 9T0 BHe3allHO YXyALUIUI0Ch? Moe cepalle CUIbHO 3abuiocs.

— OH TOJIBKO 4YTO IIPOCHYJICS!

4 B criemke B36exkar 1o JIeCTHULIE. f YyTh He yIaia KU3-3a AJUHHOMN I00KH, HO 51 He MOTJia
OCTaHOBUTHLCS U HaIlpaBUIach K ACTepy.

— Acrep!

Korpa s oTkpELIa ABEPS, TO yBULENa ACTepa, MUPHO CULALIEr0 Ha KPOBATH.

— ...Kauna.

XPUILIEIM T'0JIOCOM, HO C HEXKHOM YIBIOKOM, KOTOPYIO ST HUKOT'Ia PaHbIIle He BUeNa, OH
IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAI MEHS.

— Kamnna.
AcTep CHOBa IOTAHYJICS KO MHE, 30BS 110 UMEHH.
— O, Kak...

91 He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUThL Ce0s B3SATh €T0 3a PYKY. 1 uyBCcTBOBaIa ce0s MOJaBIeHHOM, KOTTa BEHIXOMKIIA
u3 cebsl.

— [Touemy T nmavewns, Kanna?

ITanpie ACTepa KOCHYIJINCBH MO€eH IIEKU U KOCHYJINCE MOHX I'JIa3. Ha xoH4YMKe ero mansliia
O6pa30BaHOCB YTO-TO II0OX02KeEE Ha KalIllll0 BOOHI.

4 cxBaTHIia ero 3a PyKy ¥ HayaJja IjlakaTh. d mymara, 4To Korma AcTep MPOCHETCS, ST IOYYBCTBYIO
o0neryeHue, HO IOYEMY-TO s IPOJOJIXKaa IJIakaTh.

— Temeps... ¢ ToOOI Bce B mopsimKe?

Crpocuna 51, CoepKuUBasi CIe3bl ¥ XUXHUKasi. ACTep HaKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY, Kak Oy[TO He 3HaJ, Y4TO
03HA4aeT MO BOIIPOC.

— O#id...

AcTep TIOOHSA OHY PYKY, YTOOBI OCMOTPETHLCS, U OTJIIEN KPOBaTh.

— 4... gonro nexan?

Cre3sl, KOTOpHIE, Ka3aJioCh, €Ba OCTaHOBU/IMCh, CHOBA HayaJjly JIUTHCS.

— TEI He IPOCHITIAJICS LYo Hefeo!



ACTep IIPOBEJI PYKaMHU II0 JINIy, KaK GYJITO HEe MOT 9YTO-TO BCIIOMHHUTB, a 3aTe€M IINTIIOXHYJICSA O6paTHO
Ha KPOBATE.

— YTto He Tak? 4 3abomnen? Yto-To mioxoe?
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