WmMmnepatpulia, B3r/ISHYBIIAs Ha HE3BAHOTO I'OCTSI, Ka3aloCh, Coalach.
— Ecnu TH X0uens youTts ero, yoeii ero cpasy.

ViMmepaTpuila, yBUeB PO30BOBOJIOCOT0 MOJIOOTO YeJI0BEKA, MONbITaraCh CKPHITh CBOM CTpax U
TI0Ka3aTh caMoobnafmanue. 3aTeM PyTall yman Ha ImoJI, KOrjia Marus MoJaB/IeHus, KOTOPYO OHA
HaJloXKuJa Ha PyTas, Oblyia CHATA.

— Kxe, xe-xe!

['ma3a PyTtas Heox0THO ITocMOTpenu Ha MMrepaTpully, BO3MOXKHO, U3-3a HECIIPaBE[JINBOCTHU ee
IIOBEeHUS CO CTOPOHE MaTepu. VI PyTali BBITAIIUII U3-3a I0sica HEOOJIBIIION IUCTOJIET, 3apSAKEHHBIH
BOJIIIIEOHBIMU TTYJISIMH.

— 4 npuKoHYY TEOS EePBHIM.

Bomme6Hble mynu, caenaHHble A7 TOTO, YTOOH JIIOU, He Blafelollie Maruel MOTJIA BHITIOJIHSTh
Marudeckue aTaku. [1ysu, KOTOpEe TakxkKe MOXKHO HCII0Ih30BaTh KaK 00BIYHOE OpyXKUe, ObIIN
TI0JIE3HBI TPOTUB MOHCTPOB U BOJIIIEOHUKOB. PyTail HamrpaBuiI My1eBoy MUCTONIET Ha AcTepa.

Bywm!
Ho nucTonet B3opBasncs npexpe, 4eM PyTall ycien HaxaTh Ha CIIYCKOBOY KPIOYOK.
— 0, 6oxe Mmoi!

PyTait 60porsicst 0T 60511, CXBAaTUBILKCH 3a IIPaBOe 3alMsICThe, KOTOPHIM OH 00JIbllle HE MOT
TI0JIb30BaThCs. KaTascs mo moiny u Kpudas, Kak paHbIIle.

— Aaaa~

Bce, kTo Habmoas 3a 9TOM CLIEHOM, 3aKpHUyaiu. BcKope mocie 3TOro Bce KOHCYJIIB U JEeBYIIKA
Haydanu y0erath, 0OCTaBUB TONbKO MMmepatpully. Kpuda, oHu BeIOeKanu U3 KOMHATH Tak OBICTPO,
KakK TOJIbKO MOTJIM, OCTaBUB CBOET0 X035KWHa OOHOT0. MIepaTpulia IOCMOTpea Tak, CIIOBHO
cobupasnack yOUTh CBOMX IIPUCIIEIIHUKOB 3a ABEPHIO. [IpenaTenu. MMnepaTpuriia IOCMOTpea Ha
AcTepa ¢ HeIPUHYXKIOEHHBIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIUIIA.

— Trl HAKOHEI-TO OTOMCTHIIIb, TAK YTO TEeIeph I CHaCTIHBaA.

— Mectn?

['omoBa AcTepa cierka CKJIOHUIach HaboK, Kak OyATO yOUBIISSACE.

— Trl ycTpoun Takoy 6ecropsifok BO IBOPIlE U MIPUTBOPSIEIIHCS, YTO HE 3HAEIIh?

Ot Ka3Hu repiora JIuTxu g0 oTIpaBKu OykeTa 11BeToB KBUHCH GHMOIOrnYecKor MaTepu AcTtepa, [0
IIOTIRITOK yOMMCTBa caMoro AcTepa CHoBa u cHOBa, 1 100 yeT Ha3ay ceMbsi XumneT 1 Jnbbaxa
00BEOUHUIN YCUNIUS, YTOOB YHUUTOKUTH KoposeBcTBO [Iyx0oB AMUK.

ViMmepaTpuila BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO €€ BTOPOM ChIH CKa3all 0 «kKapMe».

Tak BOT yeM Bce 3aKaHuuBaeTcs? OueBungHo, MnepaTtpulla npuuuHuia Actepy 6oblie 371a, HO BCe
paBHO 3TO ObIJIO HecnpaBeauBo. OHa HUKOIa He Moria 3a0kiTh, 4yTo JIugruaHa 3abpaja Myxka
VimnepaTpuilsl 1 ockopbuia ee. Kpome Toro, ”MeHHO OHa IOTepsiia Myza, HO JIIOIU COYyBCTBOBAJIU



u VimmepaTopy u JIuguaHe, y KOTOPHIX OBIT IeYaIbHBIA POMaH.
9T0 OB TO30P.

Yxke o ogHOMY 3TOMY (pakTy MMnepaTpuiia HUCKOIBKO He XKanena Actepa. CKopee, TO, 4YTO OHa
cOenana, Ka3ajoch OnpaBAaHHBIM. ACTep, KOTOPHIM ITIOCMOTpeEN B I/1a3a MiMnepaTpuilsl, KUBHYJI, Kak
OyOTOo BCE TOHSII.

— O, THI 9TO HMeeIb B BUOY.

Ynribasick, OH MefiJieHHO Npubnu3uics K Mnepartpulie. iMrepartpulia Majo-lloMainy OTX0guja, caMa
TOT'0 He 0CO3HaBasl.

— KoHeuHo, 5 Tak ¥ XOTeN COemaTh, ITI0Ka He Iomast ciofa. Pagu Tex, Ybs KPOBb CeMYac TEYET BO
MHE...

Actep Tuxo paccmesinicsa. Ha mepBrIi B3I, 3TO ObLJI 04eHb MPUSITHBIM HU3KUHM TOH IS TeX, KTO He
3HaJl CUTyallUH.

— EcTh ogHa Belllb, B KOTOPOU TH OMKXOAEIILCS. ..
AcTep NIPOTSHYT PYKY U BHITALIMA KBUHCH, BOTKHYTHIHM B OJIMKAUIIYIO Ba3y.
— Mos MaTh HUKOT'a He XaXxfalna MecTa MiMmepaTpuiIrs.

Brisio oueHb KpacuBO BULETh, KaK ACTep TUXOHBKO YTKHYJICSA HOCOM B KBuHCH. ITOT KBUHCH,
cMepTenbHBIY A7 Ais mopel LlapcTsa [lyxoB, HUKaK He BIUSAET Ha HEro, CO CMeIIaHHOU KPOBbIO. Y
ViMnepaTpullsl CHOBa Havyanach U3XK0ra.

— OHa pocTo X0TeJla IPUBJIeYb TBOE BHUMaHNUeE, TBOE BHUMAHUE. ..

— Yro?

HMnepaTpulia yCOMHUIACh B HEU3BECTHEIX CJI0BAX.

— YTO THI MMeellb B BUAY...

— 4l Takou XKe, KaK MOSI MaTh.

Tyx. Actep 3aTonTan KBuHCU HOraMy, YpOHUB ero. KpacHEIM [[BETOYHBIM COK UCIIaYKas KOBeP.
— Ecnu y Tebs 3TOT0 HET, THI CJIOMaellb 3TO.

Y MeHs MypalllKu 1o Koxe. JIuiio MmMmnepaTpullsl mo6esneno 1 BCKope Hayalo CHHETh.

— O 4eM, 0 4eM Thl TOBOPUIIIL?

— Mos MaTh He HHTepecoBajiaCh MepTBEIM MMIiepaTopoM.

Y cuoBa 1o Teny MMnepatpuiibl nobexanu Mypaiiku. Ha 9TOT pa3 oHa [ToKadasla Ieey U IIedaMu.
— {1 He moHUMaL... TH Hecells YyIllb.

ViMmepaTpuila oTpuiiajia 9To, XOTS CMyTHO IIOHKMaJa, YTo ACTep roBOpuUT mpaBay. HeT, oHa xoTena
3TO OTpULATh. E€e Te0 OpoKaio OT HEPBO3HOCTH U3-3a HEU3BECTHOTO HEXKEJIaHMUS.



— Hu 3a 4T0... 3TOr0O HE MOXKET OBITh.

MoxeT ObITh, 3TO TOIBKO €¥ KaXKeTCs, HO TfIe-TO 5T TOYYBCTBOBAJIa B3TJISAM Ha cebe. B 3TOT MOMEHT
TIOJHSITICS XOJIOfI, YTO OKPY2KAIOIIMH BO3AYX VI BHU3.

— ...MHe mnoxo!

Actep HanpaBuicsa K UMnepartpuile, SBHO He 3aMHTEPECOBAHHLIN €€ IPOKaIIuM BUOOM.

AcTep, KOTOpHIi OB psiioM ¢ MmepaTpulled, HakKJIOHUIACh U TIOCMOTPeJIa Ha Hee CBEPXY BHU3.
— MecTb KpOBU ¥ MJIOTHU 37eCh 3aKaHuMBaeTCd. OTHBEIHE BCE IO-APYTOMY.

Paspymmas MMnepaTopckuii gBopel, 6eCYyBCTBEHHEIE T'JIa3a, B KOTOPHIX aXkKe He OBIJI0 THEBA UJTU
00U[Ibl, MeJIEHHO 0XKUBAJIH.

— Tebe He cnenoBano mpruKacaThcs K Kaitme BecrTa.

)%k

Korpga st 1 Most KoMIaHuS oOpaKuch OO OBOPIA, BCe OBIIU IOpaXKeHbl OTKPLIBIIKMCS ITepef HaMu
3penuineM. MecTo, MEMO KOTOPOT0 IIpoxoauiia Actep, Ov10 mpocTo B 6ecropsgke. IIpobnema
3aKJTI0Yaiach B JIIOASX, KOTOPHIE TIOIYYUIN PAaHEHHUs, He TOBOPS YK€ 0 PYXHYBIIEM 3[aHUN.

— Credan.

Tak 4TO y MeHs He OBIIIO APYroro BeIOOPa, KpOMe Kak chenaTh 3T0. f HUKOTHa He xoTesa OpaTh C
co6oit CtedhaHa, KOTOPHIH IJIaKas 1o ACTepy, HO He ObIJI0 BEIOOpa, KpoMe Kak cfienaTh 3T0, 6epsi ero
3a BOPOTHHUK.

— Brineun u cnacu nm:0060r0, KTO XOTh KAaK-TO MOXKET UCLETUThCS!

CredaHn, ybe nu10 TOOIEAHETIO, TTOKAYall TOJI0BOM, CIIOBHO B aroHUu. [I0TOMY 4YTO 5 TYyro HaTsATUBaja
€ro Kpaaar.

— 30ech CIUIITKOM MHOTO JTiofei. HeBaxkH0, HACKOIBKO S XOPOIII B JiIe4eOHOM Maruu...
— TwI cka3ay MHe B34Th TeOs ¢ co0oit!
— Hy, aTo...

B ToT 6€3yMHBIM MOMEHT, KOTIa MBI ITOMIaBNISIIU Prillapeii-XpaHuTeNer Ha IJIOMaayu, K HaM IIOfoIIen
Credan. 4 ocraBusa ero B Becta, moToMy 4To OH 6€CIIOKOUTT MEHS, HO OH IIOTHAJICS 3a ACTEPOM,
TIOTOMY YTO BOJTHOBAJICS. $1 IIpUBesa ero mpu yCJIOBUHU, YTO OH He OymeT MeHsI OeCIIOKOUTDb, HO KOT'ia
s yBUfIeJla COCTOsSTHHEe MIMIIepaTopcKoro ABOPIIa, 5 MOAyMasa, YTo ObIJI0 OBl XOPOIIIO TPUBECTH
Credana.

— 4 He MOry, UX CIMIIKOM MHOTO. [laxke eCnu s ©30J1bI0 BCIO CBOIO Maruio, 3TOr0 HeJOCTaTOYHO...
— 4 no3Bomio Tebe ocTaThCs C ACTEPOM Ha BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb.

— 4 cpenaro aTo.



— THI HOMKEH BBIJIEUUTDh KaK MOXKHO Oombiie. He cMeli... He fail UM yMepeTs!

Kasanocs 05l, s yrpoxkana CtedaHy, Ha caMoM fiejie 3To Oblyia Mobba. f XoTesa crnacTu XKU3HU
JIofielt, KOTOPHIM MpuyuuHU 601b Actep. [ToxkanyiicTa, He I03BOJISIY KPOBH Ha PyKax AcTepa
CTAHOBUTHCS T'yIIle, He TI03BOJISIH ero rpexaM CTaHOBUTHCS TITy0xke.

PYI/IT MU30aa Marn4yecKuii curHaa. Mue IIPpUIIIIOCH 06paTI/ITbCH 3d IIOMOIIIBIO K BOJIIIIeOHUKAM C YJIAIBL
Penn, 56 u BceM BoIIIeOHUKAM OallleH 1 U3 MapKH3aTa BecrTa, BCe ellle HAXOOAIIUXCSA Ha IIOIIamu.

— Te, KTO cettuac OBIIINAT, JOMXKHBI KAK-TO BEIKUTh. MTaxk, PYI/IT, IIOMOT'H CTe(baHy CIIaCTHU PAHEHBIX.

PyuT vcKa3un muIio, Habmonas, Kak JII0OOUd YMUPAIOT, TTorpe0eHHbEe B 3aTOHYBIIeH 3eMre. OH
B3[IOXHYJI, KaK OyITO eMy OBLIO 6OJIBHO MPOCTO CMOTPETh Ha 3TO.

— OT0 OyZeT CJI0XKHO, HO g II0CTapaloCh.
¢4 6rina 6aromapHa Pyuty 3a TO, 9YTO OH HE OTBEPI' «HEBO3MOXKHOEY.

— Korpa Bonme6HuKY npubyayT, OTIPaBbTe UX B IeHTPalIbHBEIN ABOpell. TaM ToXke IMocTpaaaio
MHOTO JIIOTeH.

PyuTt KuBHYJ roji0BoM. ¢ mepecMoTpenia IjlaH ¥ paccKasaja phillapsM, KOTOpPhIe II0C/Ie0Balu 3a
MHOH.

— Temnepsb MBI HOJIKHBI HATH KOT0-TO 6e3 moMoinu Pyuta. [Toxkanyiicra.

— Bce Oymet xopoiro? [IBopiioBas CTeHa BCe ellle IPOXKHUT.

CepeHa C TPEBOTOM ITIOCMOTPENIA Ha ABOPEII.

— C vamu HEYero He OymeT. Y Hac ecTsh 3amuTa [lumypo.

4 yneibHynacs Cepene.

— [Munypo MoxkeT NpefoTBPaTUTh HanlafieHue AcTepa, TaK 4YTO Bl He [TIOCTpajiaeTe.
Cepena, Jlunut 1 Hukomnac, Ka3anoch, HaKOHeIl TI0YyBCTBOBaIU 00er4yeHue.

— KomaHpe! 10 [iBOe, omHa KoMaHfa A Kaiipyca, a mpyras ansg XenbMmyca, BoJeOHUKaA.
Komanpgr! Ov1H BEIOpaHb Kak Putayc u Hukonac, CepeHa u JIUTUT COOTBETCTBEHHO.

— 4 xouy O®ITE € capoM Kaitmoit... Ax!

PuTtayc cxBatun Hukonaca 3a BOPOTHUK ¥ YCTABHUIICS Ha HETO, KOTOPHIA COOMpPACs CKa3aTh KAKYIo-
TO ePYHLY.

— Torga MBI CHa4asla OCMOTPUM HoABan MMIepaTopcKoro OBOPIIA.

3aTeM, He 06pa1.ua;{ BHUMaHUA Ha Hukosaca, KOTOprfI 60pOJ'IC$I " Kpu4aJi, OH IIOTAallXuJI €r0 BHU3 II0
JIeCTHUIE B II0OOBAIl.

— Torga Met IMOCMOTPHM, 9TO HAaBEPXY...

Jlunut HAXMYPHUIIACh, TJISAOA Ha OBOPEL, KOTOpBIfI BOT-BOT OOJIZKEH OBIIT Pa3BaJIUTECA IIOIIOJIaM. A



IIPOIIACh 10 3MaHusM MiMIepaTopcKoro ABOplia OOHO 3a APYTUM, KOTOPHIE BCE ellle 0CTaBaIuCh
HETPOHYTHIMHU.

— Y Hac Bce elle ecTh CeBepHBIN IBOPELL, TTI€ PAHbIIIE XKUIU BONIIEOHUKY. XETbMYC MOXKET OBITh
TaM.

JIunut u CepeHa KUBHYNM U mocmeimuny B CeBepHBIN OBOpPeEL. S TOCMOTpesa Ha IeHTPaIbHbIN
IBOpel, KOTOPBIN BCe ele HeMHOTo Tpsiccst. OcTasbHAas IOJIOBMHA, KAa3aloch, Koebarachk maxe
cenyac.

MoxeT 6bITh, ACTep rae-To 30ech, B LIeHTpambHOM ABOpIe. MoxkeT ObITh, OH molIes K MMmepaTpuiie.
4 B36exkara mo nectuutie c lIyaTT B mpaBo¥ pyke. Hapelocs, elre He cnuiikoM mo3gHo. Korma s
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha pa3pylleHHbIH JBOPEL], MOe Ceplle, Ka3anock, ObI0 pa3duTo.

Acrtep.
Acrep.
Acrtep.

4 mymana, uTo Bce GygeT XOpoIlo, TOTOMY YTO s ©3MeHua Oyaylnee OpUruHaIbHON paboTel. Ho To,
YTO 51 U3MEHUIa, ObITI0 Cyap00ii Moeii ceMbH, a He AcTepa. Y AcTepa Ovita cyap6a, KOTOPYIO OH
IOJIZKeH OBUT UCTIONHUTD. B opuruHansHou uctopun, ¢ paniem unu 6e3 HETO, EMY IPEICTOUT
CTOJIKHYTBCS C OYAYIIUM, PAHO UITU TO3MTHO.

9T0 6b17I0 0cobas 3momnesi, KoTopas Oblyia ToNbKO y Actepa. He moToMy i, 4To maxe 3To Gymylinee
OBLIIO OTJIOXKEHO Ha TPU T'ofla M3-3a MOETo BMellaTebCcTBa? AcTep Teneps pa3pyinan MMmepaTopcKuii
[BOpEL] ellle yKacHee, Y4eM B OpUTHHAJIE.

— 4 6yny MmepaTopoM, KOTOPBIA YHUUTOXKUT Inb0axa.

4 BCcrioMHMNA, YTO CKal3anl MHe AcTep.

— Taxk uTo0 ocTaBaiics co MHOM, Kaiina.

[TapeHs, 9TO He TaK, KaK THl 00OemIar.

— Byap psggoM co MHOM.

ThI IpoCUI MeHS oCTaThCs ¢ TOO0M. BoT moyeMy 5 cKa3asa Tebe, 4To OyOy PAmOM C TOOOM... HO
TI0YeMy THl UCYE3 IIEPBEIM, TIOYEMY IIPUIIETT BO ABOPEL] OOUH?

Y menst 6071emu T71a3a. 3peHre CHOBA CTAJI0 Pa3MBITHIM M HEYETKUM. UTO-TO TEIJI0e yIaao MHe Ha
meKy. {d rpy0o BhITEpa ee pykaBoM. Kak Ovl To HE OBITT0, ACTep, Ka3anock, ucyes. Kazamocs, 4To OH
HaBCerma UCYe3HET B CBOel cynpbe, YCTPOeHHOU opuruHanoM. Kak oH cka3asl, OH UAET 110 MyTH
paspyuieHus ¢ dnnbaxa.

BoamoxHo, cynbba Mnepuu dnbbaxa 3akoHYUTCS ceronHs. C cunoit Actepa Bce 3eMu MMnepun



BLICOXJIM OBI, TPaBa 3acoxJjia Obl, ¥ BBIXKHUIK OBl TOJILKO Te, KOTO 3aruinaeT [Iuiypo.
Kaxk 1.
— Xa!

Cne3bl OpBEI3HYIIM Y MEHS U3 I'/1a3, Koraa s 6exara 1mo TpscyueMmycs Kkopunopy. He yxomu, Actep. 4
Oynmy TBOUM pHIIJapeM [0 KOHIa CBOel XKU3HU. {1 BCTIOMHMIIA, KaK OH CHeJlajl MHe IIpefIoXKeHue,
IT0OKa3aB I0BEJIMPHOE KOJIBII0 Pa3MEPOM C T'Ia3Hoe sI6JI0KO.

Torpga 3T0 HeWCTBUTENBHO Oblyia IIyTKa? TH X0TEeJ OBITH CO MHOM BCe 3TO BpeMsi. Tpu rofa Has3af...
IIpaBpa.

4 BcioMHUITa AcTepa, KOTOPHI phIfial, MbITasiCh MeHSI OCTAaHOBUTH, Jep:Kach 3a MO MO0 C PaHOMI
Ha [TPaBOM TJIa3y.

Ia, 51 moBepio B 9T0. MicTHHHBIE YyBCTBa ACTepa... TaK 4TO I OCTaHOBIIIO 3T0. YToOH AcTep Gombiiie
He MOT IIPUYUHATE BpeL JII0IIM.

CkopocTs Moero Oera Ovlta ObICTpee, YeM 4To-1u00 elle, moTomy 4To LIyaTT OB OTKPHIT. Cpasy ke
TIOMHSBIIUCE T10 JIECTHUIIE, 51 JIETKO CIPHITHYJIA ¢ 00pYIIMBaIOIIeiCcs TeCTHULIE.

— Acrtep!
4 3Basna ero no UMeHM K30 BCEX CUJL.
— Acrtep!

3abpolieHHEN Kopuaop MMmepaTopckoro gBopiia ObT B pyHHAX, O €T0 BeJIUKOJIETTHOM BU[IE
HEBO3MOXKHO OBITIO ¥ BCIIOMHMTE.

— OTBeTth MHE, AcTep!

Bonbine Ba3bl 1 KOHCOMIM, YKpalllaBIe KOPUAOP, PYXHYJIH, ¥ Ha IoJTy Ob1 Oecropsmok. Yem
riy62ke ObIJT KOPUAOP, TEM SpUYe U TEMHEEe PAaCKPHIBAJICS OEKOP MOToNKa. KoMHaTa, Toe HaXOOuTCst
WmMmepaTtpuria, HAXOAUTCS PSIROM. [[Be OBOMHEIE IBEPH Y2Ke OBLIN B IIOTPEIIaHHOM COCTOSTHUHU. £
BOILIJIa B KOMHATy 6e3 KoneOaHui.

— Acrtep!

B KomHaTe 1apui 6ecrmopsigok. 3aHaBeCKU ObIIM copBaHbl, 1 KBuHCHU OBl pa3bpocaH MOBCIOAY.
PspmoMm ¢ HuM Ovin puHI] PyTali, 4bs mpaBasi pyKa Obljla M3ypofioBaHa M KPOBOTOYMIIA, KOTOPHIM
TIOTePsia co3HaHue. [Ipexk/e yeM s ycIela IMOHSTh, MEPTB OH MJTM BCE elIlle OBIIIUT, 5 yBUAeNla AcTepa
1 UMnepaTpuny.

Ona peiictBuTenbHO UMnepaTpuiia?

Bompekn MouM BOCIIOMHUHAHUAM, Iepen ACTepoM [apoxKaJja CeoBnacas XeHIIrHa. 4, BEpOsITHO, He
y3Hai Obl ee, ecyu ObI OHa He Oblyla 0fjeTa B CBOe OOBIUHOE JOMAITHee IJIaThe C 30JI0TOM BBILIINBKOM.

[Toyemy OHa BOPYT CTajl TAKOU CTApOM?

VimmepaTpuiia Oblsia 4eI0BeKOM, KOTOPHIM OOBIYHO BBHITJISAMIEN TaK MOJIOMIO, YTO TPYAHO ObIIO
BCIIOMHUTD ee HacToAIMY Bo3pacT. OgHako MMiepaTpulla, KOTopas CUfesia 1 CMoTpena Ha AcTepa,



BHITJIAIE]Ia MTOJIHOM CTpaxa.

¢4 He 3HaI0, YTO TH cHema ¢ MuepaTpuliei, Ho, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO S II03Bajia €ro, BHUMaHMe
AcTepa OBITIO HATIPAaBIIEHO Ha Hee. M3 ero pyKu BRIPBAJICS (MONETOBEIN CBET. S MHTYUTHBHO IIOHSITIA,
4yTO OH yObeT VMnepaTpuily caMbM 60JIe3HEHHEIM CIIOCOO0M.

— AcrTep, 0CTaHOBUCH!
4 TyT XKe phITHYNa Ha AcTepa u 00HSa ero 3a CIuHY.

— Cron, cTou!

Pyka Actepa npubnuxalomasics K MMmepaTpulle ocTaHOBUIack. [lypnypHas MaHa Bce elile G1ecTena
B €T0 PyKaX, HO ero B3BOJIHOBAHHKIM BUJI IIOCTEIIEHHO BOCCTAHOBUI CTAaOUIIbHOCTS.

— Kaumna?
Ero ronoc 3By4an Tuxo. {1 KUBHYJa ['OJIOBOU.
— Ila, 9TO 4.

— He ocTtanaBnuBai MeHs cerdac. ECu s 0CTaBIIO ee B IIOKOe, OHa CHOBa IIoOBEpPTHET Kal?my
OIIaCHOCTH.

¢ mokayvarsna royiioBol, yTKHYBIIKUCh 100M €My B CIIHY.

— Her, oH GombIlle HE CMOXKET 9TOTO JIEIATh.

HMnepaTpulia, KoTopas Iocrapesia Co CBOMMHU CEObIMU BOJIOCAMH, BCe elle OpoxkKasa OT OllelleHeHu .
— TwI Iporaenis ee?

4 moyyBCTBOBaJia THEB, KOTOPHIY pacTasi B rojoce Acrepa.

— Her, 5 He npomao ee.

¢l BCIOMHMITa CBOET0 IMTOKOMHOTO ASII0 U IMTOKOMHOTO IBOOpoaHOro OpaTta. U Agena u Jlouc, KOTOphie
Ipenany Hac... ¢ BIoxXuia cuiy B 06e pyku, o6xBaTuBIIHe AcTepa 3a Tajulo.

— Mg He HOJIKHBI MCTUTh CaM#. MBI MOXKeM OCTaBUTb 9TO Ha yCMOTpeHune VIMIepcKoro 3akoHa.
[IypniypHas MaHa AcTepa BCe ellle He ucyesa.
— IMoxanyiicra, AcTep, OCTaHbLCSA CO MHOM HaBceraa. He gemnait aToro Gosnblie.

4 He xoTena, 4TOOH OH ObLT 6€3yMHEIM, OeccepieYHEIM TUPaHOM, Kak opurutai. Ckopee, s
Hafesnack, 4To OH Oy[eT XKuTh B OyAyIIeM, KOTOPOe MOJTHOCThIO OT/IMYAETCS OT OPUTHHANa. bymeT
HOPMAaJIbHEIM U CYACT/IUBBIM.

— OcTa”emnbCcs co MHOU HaBcermga?

C romocoM AcTtepa BosiIe0OHBIM CBET B €T0 PYKe ITOCTEIIEHHO yrac.



— 4 Tak pemmuna 3To! CKONBKO pa3s s JomkHa Tebe IOBTOPSITH!

— ...Xa-xa.

¢ Moria 4yBCTBOBATh 3X0 HMU3KOT'O rojioca. AT OBIIO MOX0XKe Ha IIEeTOoT.
— Ila, Bo3M0OXHO... Kaiina, BO3MOXKHO, CMOIJIa OBl 3TO CHEJATh.

YTo 3TO TaKOe, UTO Thl MOXKEIllb MHe YTO-HUOYOb caenaTh? Ho AcTep pyXHYJ Ha MeCcTe BMECTO TOTO,
YyTOOBI OTBETUTH Ha MOM BOIIPOC.

Bbywm!
— Acrtep!

Korpa 6omnbIrioe Temo 6€CIIOMOIIHO PYXHYJI0, HA MTOKPEITOM KOBPOM II0JIY TOCTIBIIIAICS TITyX0H
TSI2KEJIbIY 3BYK.

— Xuwuk!
Ceposnacasi MnepaTpulia mocMOTpesia Ha AcTep ¥ OBICTPO MOMSTUIIACH, IBHO O0jiee yAUBIEHHAS.
— Acrep, ouHUCH, AcTep!

4 cunvHO mnenHyna AcTtepa no meke. OnHako AcTep He COBUHYJICS C MeCTa, U BCe ero TeJo
TIOHMKJIO. f YyBCTBOBasa, KakK €ro TeJIo MOCTeIIeHHO OCThBaeT. f Onlna HamyraHa. M3-3a X0nogHOM
TeMIIepaTypPhl €ro Teja MHe Ka3alioCh, YTO B TOJIOBE CTAHOBUTCS BCE XOJIOOHEE.

— Her, npocuucs. Actep, 4To ¢ To60# HE TaK?

B xomHaTe MiMmepaTpuilsl OBII0 BCEro YeTHIpe YesioBeKa: 6e3yMHas MMnepartpuiia, Pyraii 6e3
CO3HaHWUs, 1 1 ACTep, HO MOYEMY-TO Ka3aIoCh, ObIT KTO-TO eme. TakxKe OIIyLIaaoCh MPUCYTCTBUE
HECKOJIBKMX YeJIOBEK, a He OJHOT0 UJU ABYX. f IOYyBCTBOBAaja 03H00. BO3yX IOCTEIEHHO OCTHIBAT,
HECMOTPS Ha KapKYI0 JIETHIO TIOTOAY.

— He 3abupaiite AcTepa!

91 B3BIBAJIa K CyIeCTBAaM, KOTOPHIX [jake He Bumea. I ¥ caMa 4YyBCTBOBasa cebs cymacmienei. Ho
0e3 Hero s He BHIIepKasa.

— XBaTUT, IpeKpaTu 310!

AcTep ponuiics u xuj 6e3 BcsKoro 67arocyoBeHus. Tak OOMHOKO OBITH Y€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPOTO He
CYIIECTBYET B 9TOM MUPE, ¥ 3aKOHUYUTh BOT TaK.

— IToxanyiicTa, I03BOJIb €My XUTh CBOEU XKU3HBIO cenyac!

Crne3ssl cCHOBa IOTEK/IM 110 MOUM IleKaM. {1 BhITepiia cyie3s pykKaBoM. Celiuac y MeHsl He OBITIO Ha 3TO
BPEMEHH.

— Pywur.

4 6pocunack, 4TOOL B30pBaTh aBAPUUHYI0 Maru4eckyio BCIBIIIKY OT PyuTa U3 OKHa.
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