21. Vreuka

HakanyHe HEOORIYHOT0 MHITMAEHTA B MapKu3aTe BecTa mpou30Iino «CoOkITHE», KOTOPOE U3MEHUIIO
uctopuio Mmmnepuu Impbaxa. ITO CIYYUIIOCH B TOT XKe OeHb, KOrga AcTep Ui Yai B KOMHATe
HWMnepaTpulib.

[Tocne HENIPHUSTHOTO IIPHEMa CO CBOUM TTaCHIHKOM MMIlepaTpulla OTIpaBuia CrenuanbHyio
Tenerpammy Katine Becta. 9To goymkHO OBIIIO JaTh €l IOC/IeNHNH IaHC Ha IEPEr0BOPEL paHO yTPOM
cnenymomero gHd. TeM He MeHee, KOT[a THeB He yTuX, MMnepaTpulia mo3saja HaCcJIeJHOTO IPUHIA
Kauipyca u Tpetwero [Ipunua PyTas.

— C ceropgHSIIHEr0 THSI MHE IIpUAOeTCHdA IMMOCTaBUTh CTOJI OJIA IIEPETrOBOPOB.

CkasaB 3T0, OHa HalpaBUJIaCh BMECTE CO CBOMMHU [IByMs CHIHOBBSIMU B KOMHATYy MMIeparopa, Tyfa,
TZie XUJl ee MyX.

Tak 4TO TO, YTO IPOU3OIIIO B Ty HOYUB, He OBITIO 3amyMaHo MiMmepaTpuiiei.

axe ecmy OBl 3TO OMHAK/BL CITyYUIOCh...

— WMmnepaTpulla, 4YTO CIy4YUIOCH?

HmnepaTop, Ybe 3M0POBbe 3HAUUTENIHHO YIy4IIAIIOCh, OTHABIXAJ [TOJ] IPUCMOTPOM cBoux ciyT. Korga
BCSI CeMbst cobpasach B ero KOMHaTe, MIepaTop, KOTOPHIM He 3HAJl UX HaMepPeHul, HaKJIOHUIT
ronoBy. OH, Ka3ajoch, Ok He 0UeHb JOBOJIEH 3TUM BU3UTOM.

— [Ipo1o MHOTO BpeMEHH C TeX II0p, Kak y Hac OblI ceMelHbIN pa3roBop, Baie BemuyuecTso.

— HezaBucumo 0T TOro, 4TO 3TO CEMEUHEIN PAa3roBOP Thl TaK OIIPOMETUUBO PEIIaellbCs BOPBATHCS B
MO0 KOMHATY, 4TOObI COOOUIUTE 3TO? DTO TaK HEMPUATHO. TO 3Ke caMoe OTHOCUTCS U K BaM.

Hmnepatop 3akpudan Ha Hacnepnoro [Tpunna Kavipyca u Tpetbero IIpuniia Pyras, KoTopbie cTOSIN
no3aau UmmnepaTtpulibl. B To BpeMs Kak Kavpyc BRITNIsimen 04eHb CMYILeHHBIM, PyTal ocTaBancs
CIIOKOMHBIM.

— Vxogure, s X04y MOOHITh HaeIHHE C HUM.

WmnepaTtpuria 6pocusia B3TJIsA Ha CIYT, KOTOPEIe HAXOOUIUCh psspoM ¢ MMmepaTopoM. JIutio
MakcuMa cpa3y II0TEMHETIO.



— K10 Takas MUmnepartpuiia, 9T00b IPUKA3bIBATh MOUM CIIyTaM YUTH?

VimmepaTop Ovln B sipocTy. HO HUKTO He MOT ocnymaThcs MmnepaTpully. [JaBHEIM-aBHO BIIHASHUE
HMnepaTpuilel cTano cunbHee, yeM y MMnepaTopa. Ciayru HaCTOPOKEHHO OTHOCUJIUCH K
HMnepaTpulle, 4 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB IOKJIOHUJIACH MIMIIepaTopy pSAOOM C HUMU U NOCIEIININ BEIUTH.
JInno MmmnepaTopa UCKa3UIIOCh.

— YouBuTenbHO, 3TO moTpsicatomie! Hamo MHOM MOXKHO ITPOCTO ITOCMESThCS !

I/IMnepanHua CTO4AJIa Imepen MyzKeM C TOPOBIM JIMIIOM.

— JlaBaliTe ITOrOBOPHM.

— O 4eM THI X0Yelllb IOTOBOPUTH?

— O BaleM CHIHE.

HmnepaTtop cMoTpen To Ha Ka#ipyca, To Ha PyTasi, CTOSBIIMMYU [T03aAX UMIT€PATPULIbL.

— V¥V KOro-T0 13 HUX CHOBA HEIIPUSITHOCTH?

B ator momeHT MMIlepaTpulia HaXMypPHUiIach.

— 4 uMelo B BUAY €IMHCTBEHHOT0 HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOT0 pe0eHKa, POIUBILETOCS CHApyKu!

TonbKO TOrma BBEIpaXKEHHE JINIa I/IMnepaTopa HEMHOI'O CMATYHUIIOCH.

— 00 Actepe?

— Maro Toro, 9YTO OH BCETO JIMIIb OacTapy, KOTOPOTo BHl mpu3Hanu I1saTeM [IpuHIIEM, TaK OH elre
CTPEMUTCS K TPOHY.

— OH Bpoae rOBOPHUII 00 9TOM Torfa. 51 corylaceH Cc HUM.

— BrI geiicTBUTEJILHO COTJIACHEI C 9TUM?

F'omoc UMmniepaTpuubl cTaja rpoMue.

— 9T0T GenHbIM pebeHOK BHIPOC 6e3 MaTepH, ¥ THl XOUEeIllh, YTOOH 51 CHOBA €TI0 BHIIIBHIPHYI?



Terneps MMIiepaTop MOBBICUII TOJIOC.

— Ila, BEITOHU ero npaMo cerdac. OH ocMeuBaeTCs CTaTh cienyomuM UMnepatopoM. Thl X04ellb,
yTOOH! ST IPUTBOPHUIIACH, YTO HEe ITOHMMAI0 3TOr0? MHI IOIKHEI BHITHATH €TI0, laXKe eCJIH OH
HEeBHUHOBEH!

HMMnepatop € KaJloCThI0 IOCMOTPENI Ha Takyoo MMnepaTpuiy.

— O#H eme pe6eHOK. ITOCKONBKY OH BHIPOC CHAPYXKHU, OH ellle He TOHWMaeT MPAaBUIbHOTO TOBeIeHUS B
MMmepaTopcKOM OBOPILIE, IIO3TOMY OH CKa3asl IIofo0HOe.

— OH B3pOCTIbIHM Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPOMY UCHONMHUIOCH 20 NTeT U gaxe IpoIlia IepeMOHUS
COBepIIeHHONeTHsI. YTO 3HAUUT «PeOEHOK»?!

[To mepe TOrO Kak ronoc MmmepaTpulisl IOCTEIIeHHO IOBHIIIAJICSA, Kalpyc BhIIIEN Bliepe.

— HpI/I BCEM MOEM yBaXKE€HWH, 1 OOJIZKEH KOE-4TO CKAa3dTh BaM oboum.

3Has, YTO OH HaXO#UTCS B 000poHe, MiMITepaTop MPUBETCTBOBAJI BMEIIATETECTBO CBOETO BTOPOT'O
ceiHa. BMecTo aToro MMmnepaTpuiia TOJIBKO CMOTpEsIa Ha CBOET0 BTOPOT0 ChIHA YCTPAIIAIIIMI
TJIa3aMHu.

— Jla, cKaxXu HaM.

Korga MMmneparop fman pa3pelnenue, Kaipyc 6pocun Ha MiMmepaTpuily BCTpeBoXKeHHBIHN B3rnsag. Ho
Me[[JIEHHO er0 POT OTKPHIJICS, KakK OyATO OH MPUHSJI BaKHOE pelleHue.

— 4 mymato, 4To ny4llle He BpaxpaoBath C [IaTeiM [IpuHIEM.

Xijiom!

C cunpHBEIM 3BYKOM Ha 1ieke Kavipyca nmossuics nope3. Umneparpuia mensyna Kaupyca 1o meke
PYKOH C KOJIBI[OM.

— ¢ pa3ouapoBana, Hacnegusii [TpuHIl. Th X04ellb 3a0BITH O CBOEM [IOJITe U OTHATh BCE CBOEMY
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIeHHOMY OpaTy?

Pana 6onemna. Opaako Kalipyc He oOpaliian BHEMaHUs Ha 60JIb OT LlapalyHEIL.

— Jla, 1 X04y yCTYIUTh IOPOTY.



— Yo, uT0?

B ornrume ot MMnepaTpuiikl, KoTopas OblyIa OIleJIOMJIEHa U ITOpaXkeHa, B rila3ax MMmepaTopa
CBETHUJIaCh PafioCTh. MMIepaTpulia ToXKe 3TOr0 He yIyCTHUIa.

— TrI X04ems 0THaTh BCe eMy?

OHa, Ka3aJoch, OblNla B SPOCTH OT CJI0B MMmeparopa.

— Yto BH uMeeTe B BUAY, Bamne BenudectBo? Bam Hacnegauk — Katipyc!

Ho MMmepatop He Ciblial cBoio xKeHy. OH MOT CHIBIIIATh TOJIBKO CJI0Ba BTOPOTO ChIHA: «f x0uy
TIOWTH Ha YCTYIKH».

— Ecnu TH Tak mocTtynuib ¢ 6eqHEIM peOeHKOM, 5T BO3HArpaxy Tebsi COOTBETCTBYIOMIUM 00pa3oM.

— Xaa.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OH yCIBIIIaa KOPOTKUAN B3[0X.

— 1 GosibIlIe HE MOTY 9TO CJIyIIATh.

PyTtau Tuxo mopoiues K CIMHKE CTyJla, Ha KOTOPOM cupes MmmepaTop, He 3aMeydast ApoXKallyo
HWmMnepatpuy.

Wmnepatpuna u Katpyc He oxkupmanu, 4To Pytail BIpyT HalmpaBUTCS Tyfaa. Tak YTO HUYETo He
IPEeATPUHSIIN.

— YT0, YTO THI ILITACIILCS CHENATh?

HiMmepaTop MOIHSI BCTPEBOXEHHBIN B3TJISIT Ha CBOETO TPETHET0 ChIHA, CTOSIBIIETO 033Kl HET0. ITO
OBLIIO KaK pa3 TOrfa.

Kpak!

OH ycnibilIan 3BYK JoMaloleiics KocTy. PyTait, KOTopeii 06XBaTuI ropso MMieparTopa 1eBoM PYKOi,
CHUJIO¥ TIOBEPHYJI T'OJIOBY CBOETO OTIIA M CJIOMAJI ero Ieo.

— A-a-a-a-a-a!



[Tonukmuy UmmepaTop MTHOBEHHO YMEP Ha MeCTe C OTKPHITBIMU T'Jla3aMu. Kaupyc, y KOTOporo
IIONKOCUJIUCH HOTH, PYXHYJI Ha MecTe. CJIIOBHO HE[JOBEPYHUBO, OH €Jie IIOIIEBEIUICA U ITOAOLIeN K
HWwmmnepatopy.

— Orer, otent! Orerr!

CkompKo OBl OH HM [IepKaJll ¥ HU TPSIC €T0 TeJIo, OTell, YMEePIINi OT IepejioMa IeiHo#i KOCTH, He
OTBeYal.

— Kak... Kak... Kak TaxK ... ota! Tel Bce Xe cyMaclieqmmu!

Kpuknyn Kaiipyc Pytato. PyTaii moka4ars rojioBoii B OTBET Ha CJioBa Opara.

— OOBIYHO 5 He HpeHereran 00eBLIMHU HCKYCCTBaMH, HO 51 HOBOJIBHO CHJIEH, HE TdK m?

Korpga oH yBupe, 4To ero Miapiui OpaT ynbibaeTcs u ckuMmaeT 06e pykKu B Kynaku, Kaiipyc egsa He
HaMOYWJI B IITAHEI.

— Py-Pyraii... 4T0 THI Hagenan?

I/IMnepanHua, OTKaIlJIABIIXCE, APO2KAIIUM I'OJIOCOM, IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha CBOETO TPETHETO CHIHA,
KOTOpBIfI TOJIBKO 9YTO COBEPLIUII 3TO.

— Pa3Be Bce 3T0 He U3-3a 3TOr0 MaJeHbKOI'0 YeJIOBEeYKa B TIIePBYIO o4Yepens, MaTy'I.LIKa?

PyTaii mopo1esn K MaTEPU ¥ MSATKO CXBATUII €€ 3a IIJIEUH.

— ThI coGHpaeILCs TOTePSITh BCe W3-3a He3aKOHHOPOKIEHHOTro pebeHKa?

I/IMnepanHua 3aApO0zxKaJla IIPKU BUOEe MEPTBOI'0 ¥ ITIOHUKIIIETO I/IMHepaTopa.

— Her, s He MoOry 3TOrO CHENaTh.

3aTeM OH C HEHaBUCThHIO IIOCMOTPEII Ha Kaﬁpyca, CHUJEBIIEro rmepen ux OTIioOM.

— Becrione3Hslit, Tymb, KOTOPHIM fake He MOXKET 3allUTUTh camoro cebs!

YemtocThb Iepenyraiuoro Kaﬁpyca oTBucna. Ho oH CHOBa nmopymarlli, mo4YeMy OH XOT€JI OTKa3aThCsa OT
CBO€ro IIpaBa Ha TPOH.



— Mawma, moxainyicra... 0Tgai Bce 970 naToMy pebeHKy. TakuMm 06pa3oM, XUIIeT CMOTYT KUTh.

I/IMnepanHua IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha CBOET0 ChiHa C HEJOYMEHHBIM JIUITOM.

— T OyMaellb, OH OCTaBUT HaC B IIOKOE, KOI'ma CTAHET HMHG‘p&TOpOM?

Kalipyc nokadas rojioBo#, yCIbllllaB CJI0Ba MaTepH.

«Ho BEIMEpaHUS MOXKHO u36exkaTb, MaMa. ITO cyabOa!

B 310 Bpems Pyrait MmennenHo npubnu3uics K Kavpycy u HacTynun 60THHKaMU Ha pyKy 6parta Ha
OIy.

— Aa!

Pyraii yneIOHYJICS, HACTYIIUB Ha Hee.

— 4 3aiiMy 9TO MecToO, ecny AJist Te0sl 3TO CIUIIKOM, OparT.

[Tporrmo coBceEM HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, TPEXKe YeM OH 00EPHYIICS U CIIPOCUTT UMIIEPATPHUILY, KOTOpast
CMOTpeJia Ha HUX.

— TwI Begb He BO3paxXKaellb, MpaBaa, Mama?

Kusanue. MmepaTpulla KUBHYJIA ¥ TOCMOTpPeNa Ha PyTas.

— He cymecTByeT Tako# Bely, Kak cyabba. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, Y HAC BCE MOTYYUTCS

Ho Kaiipyc nokaydars rojioBoy B cjie3ax.

— 41 3Har, YTO HAII OTel MpuYuHUI Tefe MHOTo 0601, Ho, MaMa, KapMbI HENTb3sT ©36exKaTh, IIPOCTO
OTpHIlasi ee CylIeCTBOBaHUs. MBI Ha Kpato 06pHIBA.

Katipyc camonuyHO Bupen 3T0. OHM HaIPaBISIOTCS K 00PHIBY. [103aau cebst OH BCe elle OITyIal
IPUCYTCTBUE MTPU3PAKOB C PO30OBEIMY BOJIOCAMH.

— Yemyxa!

I/IMnepanHua OOHHM CJIOBOM OTKJIOHHIJIA OIIaCE€HUsI CBOEro BTOPOIr'O ChIHA.



— C paspemenus: MMmnepartpuusl... HeT, mox pykoBogcTeoM MiMmepaTpuilsl ciaengyoumM HacnegHeiM
[Tpunuem 6ynet Pytait BonBecen dnbbaxa.

PyTait ymoBneTBOpPEHHO YILIOHYJICS ClI0BaM MaTepu. MiMmepaTpuila cefa U € )Kal0CThi0 TOCMOTpPea
Ha CBOET0 BTOPOTO, APOKAIIET0 CHIHA.

— ITpunr Kaiipyc BonBecen dnpbaxa 6071eH ¥ He MOXKET YHAC/IeN0BaTh TPOH, ITIO3TOMY [aBauTe
00BSIBUM 00 3TOM.

XJ10MI-XJI01I. ..

Pyraii xJI0nHYy N B Ta{OLIN.

— OTO ugeanbHOE penieHue.

MMrepaTpuila pacCMaTpHUBalia CBOEr0 MEPTBOT0 My2Ka Ha KyIIeTKe.

— 4 momxHa Oblna cOenaTh 9TO paHkbIIe.

Ee rrasa 3ampoxaiy, KOTa OHa ckKa3aja 3T0. OmHakKo, Kak 6yaTo oHa G0Jble He XOTela 3TOro
BUIEeTh, IMIIepaTpuIla OTBEPHYIACh OT TeJla CBOETO TOKOWHOTO MyKa.

— 1 monXeH BBIIOJHUTH IJIAHEI, HAfl KOTOPEIMU 51 paboTaa.

HMnepaTpuiia mocMoTpesia Ha CBOEro TPEThero CeiHa, PyTas, U cka3ana 310. BropoMy CHHY, ¥
KOTOPOTro OBLIIO OTPSICEHHOE BHIpaXkeHue JIUIa, Ka3aioch, OBI0 BCe PaBHO.

— Kaxkos TBO mman?

— CeMeHa, KOTOpPEIE 4 IT0CesJIa B IIPOIIJIOM, ITPOPOCIIN U BEIPOCIIH. [Tonpgem COGI/IpaTB ypO}KafI.

— 4 He 3HAI0, 0 YEM THI, HO 5 C HETEPIIEHHEM KOy 3TOTO.

PyTait c4acT/IMBO PacCMesIICS.

— Ortnnine Mumypo u IlysTT 13 ceMbu BecTa OyayT mpuHaaiexkaTh HallleMy UMIIEPATOPCKOMY
nBopiy. Korma Mbl BTOPTHEMCS B COCEHUE CTPaHE, MBI OyeT CUIbHOU AepKaBoi!

— Korpa T K 3TOMY IOATOTOBUIACHE? OTO 3LOPOBO.



WMnepaTpuiia, KOTopas yisibanack PyTato, B3r/IsiHyIa HA TEJIO CBOETO MyXKa.

— Temneps MHE IPUAETCS C ITUM CMUPHUTHCS.

HMHepanI/ILIa II0O3BEHEJIa KOJIOKOJIOM, BUCAIIUM Yy IIOCTEJIN I/IMHepaTopa. Bomunu Cpa3y HECKOJIBKO
CJIyT II0CJie 3BEeHsIIEero 1 4YuCToro 3ByKd.

— Xa, Ero BenuuectBo UMmnepaTop!

Jluna ciyr nmobmemHenu, Korga MMmepaTop, KOTOPHIH ObLT XKUB 10 HeJlaBHET0 BPEMEHH, YIIall U CTall
MEPTBHIM. 3aTeM K HUM Iofolna MMneparpuiia.

— OxpanHUKY... HeT, BEI30BeTe Prillapei-XpaHuTeien U CBIXXKUTECh CO BCEMU ra3eTaMu 10 BCer
HWmvnepun.

YesoBeK B IePBHIX psafax 00CIyKUBAIOIIEro IIepcoHaa ObICTPO MOHSJ cuTyanuo. [IoMOIHUK
Makcuma, 6nuxkaiimui moMoIHUK MiMmepaTopa, a Takxke ero cekpetapb. OH BHeIIHe TIPUTBOPHUIICS
CIIOKOWHBIM, focTasl OJIOKHOT U 3amnucan cioBa Mmnepartpuilel. Ero pyku gpoxanu oT cTpaxa, 6e3
YyBCTBa IIeYasly.

— W nycts Mup y3HaeT o ToM, 4To Ero BenuuectBo MmnepaTop yOur.

MaxkcuM MoJTya nucas KapaHgaioM B 6;10kHOTe. OfHAKO OH He MOT 3TO HOPMaJIbHO JieNlaTh U3-3a
IPOXKAIIUX PYK.

— BunoBauK — Ilsatsii [Tpunn, Actep JIutxu Innbaxa.

MakcuM 3aKphIJI T71a3a, Hamucas B 6JI0KHOTe uMs AcTepa.

— 4 Ha3wiBalo ceMbio BecTa, cembio Illymanukc u cembio [Jemupodd npemaTenamu, 00beJUHABIINMU
cumel oys youiictBa Ero BenmuuecTBa MiMmepartopa».

— Yto0?

MaxkcuM TIsIHyT Ha KoMHaTy MMmepaTtopa. [Io HegaBHero BpeMenu MMmepatop ObLT XKUB, U €T0
MecTo 3aHAMu UMneparpulla u gBa [Ipunua. Teneps MMmnepaTop ymep.

Tak k1o BuHOBAT? [I0Ka YTO HMKOTO M3 TPEX BHIIBUHYTHIX CEMEUCTB, HE TOBOPS yXKe 0 [IgTOoM
[TpuHIle, B 9TOM KOMHATe He OBLIO...

— OnHu BUHOBATHI, Kameprep.



Kapanpgam Makcrma CHOBa 3allleBeNIUICS IIPU MITKOM HamopucTtoM ronoce Ummepatpunibl. C ero pyk
Karajl XOJIOOHBIN IIO0T.

OH X0Ter mnakaTh, HO HE MOT.
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