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Bpems yxuHa.

CeMbs ¥ POICTBEHHMKH CTApPaJIUCh KaK MOXKHO Yallle eCTh BMECTE 3a YKUHOM. TOJTBKO TOTHa MBI
MOTJI TIOAEIUTHCS OPYT C APYTOM HOBOCTSIMU U IIOTOBOPHUTH O BEIIAX, 0 KOTOPHIX HE MOTJIH
TIOTOBOPUTH B TOT fIeHb. [109TOMY 5 X0Tea n30exkaTh yKUHA BCIKUY pa3, KOT[a B ra3eTe MOSBIsAIACh
cTaThs 000 MHe.

To ke caMoe U cerogHs.

— Tawm... a BOT rme TH, Kaiina.

K Tomy BpeMeHH, KaK II0fjajii JleCePT, MeHs Mo3Basa Anerna, ObIBIIKNY YieH Priljapeii-XpaHuTene.
9T0 cHOBa 000 MHe u AcTepe, BEPHO?

— Tet u [Tateim [IpunL.

Iymato, s1 He CMOTY 9TOr0 u36exaTh. Aflesia 04eHb OCTOPOKHO 3arOBOPHUIA, OYEBUIHO, 3AMETHUB, YTO
s1 0ECIIOKOIOCh.

— {1 yBepeHa, 4TO Hallla ceMbs BecTa IIJlaHUpOBaia 0CTaBaThCs MIOJIHOCTHI0 HEUTPaIbHOU. KcTaTy,
[TaTeiit [IpUHI ¥ THL.. 4TO OYAET C Hallleil ceMbel, eCi Bbl TOKEHUTECH?

I'maza moux POOCTBEHHUKOB OBLITH YCTPEMIJIEHEI Ha MEHI.

— Bo-nepBrix, Mexkny MHOM u [IpuHIIEM HET TaKuX OTHOLIeHU#. KoHeyHo, HUKaKoro 6paka He OyfeT,
U Hallla ceMbsi BecTa oCTaHETCS HeHTPaIbHOM.

Emre pa3 TBepmo 3asgBuia g nepeq CBOMMH POOCTBEHHUKAMU. 3aTeM Afesia 03aJadyeHHO II0CMOTpena
Ha MeHS$, He [TIOHUMas, YTO I UMEIO B BUAY.

— 4 cnermana, uto [Istoro ITpuHIa mopmepxkanu Maru Mmnepckoit bamuu. Pa3Be 910 He OBIT0 OB B
HAIlIUX MHTepecax, eciiy OBl Hallla ceMbs, Bnapaetomtas [IyaTT u [llunypo, nognepxkana [IsgToro
[Tpunna? Harmra cembst Moria OBl CTaTh CaMOM MMPECTUKHOM ceMbel B IMmepuu, Kak ceMbsi XUIET,
NmmepaTpulis.

— Apena, 0 4eM THI TOBOPUIIB?



Jlouc BMeIancs, Korga s pa3rosapuBajia C Apermnon.

— Apena mpaBa. Pa3Be 3T0 He HOPMaJIbHO — MOIIePXKUBATh OJTM3KKMeE OTHOIIEHHUS, aXKe He BCTyIas B
Opak?

Jlouc u Amena Obiid O/TM3KM C IETCTBA, TaK YTO OHU XOPOIIO JIaguJIn.

— { umero B BUAY TO XKe caMoe, Jlouc.

Ecnu s MOKaxy XOTh MaJIeHllIne OTHOIIEeHUS C ACTepOM, ST HeMeOJIEHHO ITPEeBPAIyCh s
VimmepaTpuirsl Bo Bpara. [103xke BCsI apUCTOKPATHS MOXKET 00paTUThCS IPOTUB Hac.

— Ho Kaiuna. 9to nycrasa tpata BpeMenu. LUlystT u Hluiypo...

Jlouc, Ka3anoch, He OCTABJISAI MOMBITOK YOEOUTh MEHS.

— YTo 3a HampacHas TpaTa BpeMeHU?

— IllyarT u [llunypo — npekpacHas BOEHHAas MOIIb y HAC eCTh apMusd. f1 BCe ellle yOUBIISIOCS,
II04YeMy Hallla CeMbs He Obljia ¥ BIACTH C 3TUMHU COKPOBHUIIIAMU.

CronoBas rymena OT T'OJIOCOB POICTBEHHUKOB, KOTOPHIE IIOAIEPKUBAIIM €T0. f mocMoTpena Ha Afeny
u Jlouca monepeMeHHO.

— Tri xouelnb, YTOOHI Hallla CEMbS BCTala Ha cTOpoHY [IgToro [Ipuniia B 60prbe Mexay
Wwmnepatpureii u [1ateiv [TpunHLem?

— [TaTeiit [IpuHI mHUTaeT K Tebe YyBCTBA, U OH TaKXKe 3aMHTEPECOBaH B TPOHE.

Apena CIIOKOMHO IIpoamoJixKaia:

— B aro# cutyaiuu He ObLIO GBI TyYIle s Halllel CeMbH BCTATh Ha 00e CTOPOHHI? Eciu TH He
Moxkelb BeIOpaTh [IgToro [TpuHila 13-3a MMnepaTopcKoro ABopIla, moyeMy Obl Tebe BooO1ie He OhITh
Ha CTOpoHe MiMmepaTpuirs?

YouBHUTEIEHO, HO Aflesie 4aCTO FOBOPYIIM, YTO OHA MSTKas ¥ HEeXKHas ¥ YTO OHAa He cOo3[aHa I
CeMbH C ieThMU. TeM He MeHee Afefna /o0uia Med 1 UMefia phillapckuii nyx. OOLIYHO OHa OYeHb
IPUIeXKHA U HE UCIIONIb3YeT TPIOKOB, TO3TOMY S IIPOCTO MOJyMalia, YTO ef 3TO He MHTEPECHO.

Ho Grlna 11 oHa HaCTOIBKO 4eCcToI00uBa?



— 9TO0 BO3MOXKHOCTE, Kamna.

Psmom co mHO¥U Jlonc mombompuit MeHs, OTBETUB Aferie.

— Kaxkast BO3MOXHOCTL?

— MBI CNTy2KUJTKA TOJIBKO B apMUM, TI03TOMY Y HacC He ObIJIO GOJIBIIOM BIACTH B IIEHTPAIbHOM 00IIeCTBe
VimnepaTopckoi cronutibl. [TompoOyii mo3:ke 000CTPUTh KOHGIUKT MEXKAY ABYMS CTOpOHaMU. CeMbs,
KOTOpas IPUTBOPSETCS HEUTPAIbHOM, KaK Mbl, OyIeT ©UMeTh HauOoJibillee IPeuMyIIeCTBO. I YBEpEH,
YTO BCE 3aXOTST BCTATh Ha HaIlly CTOPOHY. MoKeT OBITh, Hallla CEMbSI CMOXKET 3aXBaTUTh BIIAaCTh B
IIEHTPaJIbHOM COLIMAJIbHOM KPYTY.

Ot cnos Jlorca B CTOJIOBOM CTaJo elle IIyMHee. BoT 4To umen B BUAY Jlouc. 3TO 03Ha4asio B3BECUTh
ITIOCH Kak MiMmepaTpuily, Tak u Actepa ¥ 00beQUHUTH YCUIUSA C MECTOM, KOTOPOe 006eInano
IPUHECTH HauOOJIBIIYIO MOTh3Y.

— Ecnu 61TBa 3a KOPOHY HAYHETCS U IepepacTeT B rpaXkIaHCKYI0 BOMHY, 9T0 OyMeT B HAIITy MOJIb3Y,
Kaiina.

YecTHO roBOps, 3TO OB HEIJI0X0H cr1ocol. TakuM 060pa3oM, MBI TOAHSIIIN HAIly LIEHHOCTh. DTO
HCTOPHS, KOTHa MHI JOIKHEI OBITh 3aMHTEepecoBaHkl. Ho Mel He Gu3HeC, Mbl ceMbst. CeMbsi, KOTopas
MOJIKHA 3alWIIATh APYT Opyra. Kak TONMbKO MBI HaUHEM IIPHITaTh II0 IITaXMATHOH TOCKE KOHEM,
HAYHEeTCS a3apTHAas WIpa C Hallled XKU3HBI0. ITO MOKET OBITh MOsI XKU3Hb WK XU3Hb Jlouca u
Afnienbl, 9TO MOXKeT OBITH MOS IJIEMSTHHMIIA, JIapuayIb, KOTOpas CIIMIIKOM IOHA.

— Ilpuoputets! UlyatT u HIunypo — UCIOIb30BaHUE UX [JId 3alUTH CeMbU BecTa. A moToM yxe
Hapopa Mmmnepuu. Mel He MOXeM BCTaTh Ha Ybl0-TO CTOPOHY.

3BYUMT JEUCTBUTENIBHO CTAPOMOJHO, MSTKO TOBOPSI, HO 9TO OBIJIO MOE pellleHNe KaK I'1aBbl CeMbU. 5
pelnia UCI0Ib30BaTh 3Ty CUJTY UCK/TIOUUTEIILHO /Il CBOEU CEMBHU.

— Kaiina npasga.

B 3TOT MOMEHT KTO-TO BMEIIIajICsS B HAIll pa3roBop. OTo OBII MO OTel], MapKu3 Becra.

— Iystt u Iunypo He SBISIOTCS aBaHTapPAOM JIMYHOM BacTy. Halla MUCCHSI COCTOUT TOIBKO B TOM,
yTOOH! OBITH ITPaBO¥ PyKoit MiMmepaTopa, opuuiranbHO MPU3HAHHOTO.

— Ho, gans...

OTe1 A3BUTENBHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha Aneny u Jlouca.



— OcraBbTe fmena MMmepaTopckoro aBopiia MMmnepaTopckoMy gBopiry. Kak TOIBKO MBI BEICTYIIUM, B
Wmnepun dnbbaxa HaUHETCS rpaXkJaHCcKas BOWHa.

Y Hac ¢ or1ioM ObITH pa3Hble MBICTIH, HO y HAC Bce elre OBII0 OMHO U TO JKe HalpaBJIeHUEe MBIIIIEHUS
o cembe. Kakoe obneruenue. Heyzxkenu B3pocibiii Tonoc Habpan 060poTh? POOCTBEHHUKY B CTOJIOBOM
KUBHYJIX B OTBET Ha CJIOBa OTIIa.

3a uckmoyeHueM Axensl 1 JIlouca.

Aperna u Jlouc 3aTKHYJIACH OT CJIOB OTIIA.

O ueM ceiiuac OHM fyMaioT? ¢ He MOTJIa CKa3aTh, IOTOMY YTO OHU CKPHIBA/IM BHIpaKEHUE CBOETO
JINIIA.

[Tocrne Tpame3sl CEMbST ¥ POACTBEHHUKHU PA30IIIHUCh. Te, KTO X0Tes1 60JIbIlle TIOTOBOPUTS, IIIH B
TOCTHHYIO, a Te, KTO XOTeJI OTIOXHYTh, BO3BPAIaICh B CBOX KOMHATHI.

¢ mpuTBOpHMIACH, YTO BO3BpAIIACh K cebe, HO TMapaiebHo Habmogana 3a Jloucom u Amenoii. OHu
He BePHY/IHUCh B KOMHATY ¥ He MOCJIe[0BaI 32 CBOMMHU POICTBEHHUKAMHU B TOCTUHYI0. OHU
coOUpaIOTCs MPOTyIATHCA? f THXO IOCIeoBaia 3a HUMH, KOT/Ia OHU MTOTBITAIUCh BHIMTH HA YITUITY.

Yro menath ¢ aTuMu AByMsA? He Gpocath Ke KX, TOIHKO IIOTOMY UYTO OHUM HE COTJIaCHBEI CO MHOM.
Heobxomumo Ovlo yOemuTh OPYTUX, I04eMy ceMbsi BecTa monKHa ocTaBaThCsl HEUTpanbHOU. Ho
CETOIHSIIHUYN Pa3roBOp He Ka3ascs yoenuTenbHbIM. UHTEPECHO, JyMaeT i 51 U MOSI CEMbsI UHAYeE.

I'naps B cnuny Jlouca u Aferne, BXOOAIIUM B cafl, 1 CTapajlach THXO CJIeloBaTh 3a HUMH, HO
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIa MMPU3HAK TOTO, YTO Y MEHS KTO-TO 3a CITUHOM.

— O, boxke Moi!

— Mapku3sa.

910 OB ANTBTO C CEpbe3HBEIM JIUIIOM. B pyke AnbTo GBIJIO TTMCHEMO.

— OTo crelnxaabHas TejlerpaMMa.

[Tonmy4yuB IUCHMO, 5T IPOBEPHUIIA, KTO ObIT OTIIpaBUTENIEM. JTO OBLT JBOPEII.

04 xouy noroBopuTh 0 6e3omacHocT Mapku3saTa BecTa.[]



CrpaHHas Bellb. M TaM He OBIJIO CKa3aHO, KTO IIOC/IA 3Ty TelerpaMMmy.

— Yepe3 TeppUTOPHATIBHYI0 O0IIMHY OBLIO OTIIPABIEHO COOOIIEeHNE BMECTE CO CIelaabHON
TeJlerpaMMoi.

W3-3a 6apbepa lIunypo, koToped ycraHoBu OpaHil, maxe NTHALA-TIOCHIBHEIN HE MOTJla IPOHUKHYTh
Ha TeppuTopuio Becta. [ToaToMy, Korfja Hy>KHO OBIJIO CDOYHO CBSI3aThCS C HAMHU, OHYU [OJIKHBI ObIIIA
OTIIPaBUTH CIIeIMAIbHYI0 TeJerpaMMy UM II0C/IaTh YeloBeKa, YTOOHI JOCTABUTh €€ XKUTENIIM
Mapku3sara.

— KT0 13 MIMIiepaTopCcKOro ABOpIla nocuaan IuCcbkMo?

JInno AbTO IOTEMHEJIO OT MOET0 BOIpoca. AJbTO BEITAIUII U3 CBOUX PYK TOHKUU KOHBEPT C
OTKPBLITKOM. BHYTpPU KOHBePTa Ha rnevaTu MMmepaTopCcKOro ABopIia Obljla OTTUCHYTa KapTouka 06e3
comepxumoro. [Teuats MMnepatpuiiel, a He MMmepaTopa...

¢l MHTYMTHBHO YyBCTBOBAJIa TEKYINYIO CUTyaIHio. FIMIlepaTpuiia 30BET MeHsI, YTOOH CenaTh
TocyiegHee MpeaynpexaeHue.
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[ITar x MIIepaTopcKOMY OBOPIY OB TSZKENbIM. d MOTY 0XKuAaTh, YTO MiMIepaTpuila CKaxkeT MHe, U
sl TAaKXKe MOAT0TOBMIa 0TBeT. OJHAKO 0 JOpOoTre S 3aK0j1e0aach.

— BBl HeBaXKHO BHITIAOUTE, MapKu3a.

ATBbTO, KOTOPHIM KPETKO [iepKall B pyKax KOP3UHY [JIs TUKHUKA, TOCMOTPET Ha MO€ JIMIIO.

— O, npaBpa? Tel Tak gyMaelb?

— BEI 10X0XKM Ha IIPpeCTYIIHNKA, KOTOPOT'O BE3YT B TIOPEMY.

Hert, oTKyza Thl 3HAEIIh IO IPECTYIIHNKA, KOTOPOTO BE3YT B TIOPHMY?..

IBopeukui AbTO MOCMOTPEN U HOCTAI U3 CYMKH MJISI MUKHUKA CTEKJITHHYIO OYTHIIKY. B CTEKITHHON
OyTHITIKE, HA KOTOPOM ObIIM KarlIk BOObI, OBLI KPACUBBIN ajIbIM Yail CO JIbIOM.



— BrImedTe, 9TO YTONMMUT BAIIy XKaXKIy.

AnBTO HaMUM YalIKy apOMaTHOI'O KpaCHOIr'0O 49ad.

— Cnacu6o0, AbToO.

4 11eHIo TBOW0 HOOPOTY, HO KOPEerH ycunuBaeT HaNpsKeHue U TpeBory, ANbTo.

Ho s mpuHsina XOTOOHBIN Yaif, KOTOPHIHM gajm MHEe ANbTO, He XKajysick. MoxKeT ObITh, 3TO OBLIO
TIOTOMY, YTO 3TO OBUT XOJIOAHBIM HAIUTOK, HO XKapa B KapeTe, Ka3alochk, Ha HEKOTOPOE BPeMs
ucyesna.

— OTKYJIa BEI pO,'E[OM? HO}KaHYfICTa, TIOKaKUTEe MHE Ballle YIOCTOBEPEHNEe IMYHOCTH.

— CeMbs BecrTa.

Boiinst B UMmepaTopckuii gBopel], AJbTo ITOKa3al UM [TedaTh, IPUCIaHHy0 VMmepaTpulieir BMECTO
MeHs. OXpaHHUKY OBICTPO MPOMYCTHUIM HAC, TPOCTO B3TJISHYB Ha MeYaTh.

— Ax! 4 "e xouy upntu!

— HUpure.

Ckazan AnbTO, CKJlafibIBasi IyCTYIO YallIKy 00paTHO B KOp3WHY. Ha mepBhIli B3I B KOP3KHE ObLIN
OyTepOponsl 1 GPYKTHL. ANBTO IPUHEC KX, IOTOMY YTO S Jake He MOrJla IT03aBTpakaThk. Ecnu Okl g
chesia 9TO B KapeTe, MeHs OBl yKe CTOIIHWIO. £ coBceM He Oblla rojiIofHa, XOTS U He ejla. BO3MOXKHO,
BCE 3TO M3-3a HEOOXOOMMOCTH BCTPETUTHCS C MMmepartpuiied.

KapeTa Bbexaja B lieHTpaJbHbIM JBOPEI] Yepe3 BOPOTa, U 5 BHIIIIA U3 SKUIaxa C AJbTO.

— Torpa g moupy.

— C4acT/IUBOrO MyTH.

3Has, yTo 3a ckaHpas 61 ¢ MMnepaTtpuiieit, AnbTo IIPOBOAMII MEHS, HUYEro He CKa3as.

— JTobpo moxasnoBaTh, Mapku3a Becra.

JInuHBIY KOHCYNT MMIlepaTpUlisl IPUBETCTBOBAJI MEHS, U s HAllpaBUJIach B KOMHATy MMnepaTpuus
1107} er0 PyKOBOACTBOM. {1 3abecrokounacs ele 60JIbllle, IIOTOMY YTO OH OTJIMYAJICA OT TeX, KOTO 5



00BIYHO BCTpEYaa B 3ajie [ ayaueHui. [Ipoas Briay0b eHTPaJTbHOTO ABOPIA 110 IIMHHOMY
KOPHUOOPY, OH HAKOHEIl OCTAHOBHUJICS Iepel KOMHaTOM MmnepaTpullbl. Bombias gBoiHAs OBEPD
OTKPHITIACH, ¥ MEHS IIPHUBETCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMBIH I'OJIOC.

— Bort BrI rIe, Mapku3a Becra.

Boiins B KOMHaTy, g yBunena VMrnepaTpully B 1eTKOM HOYHOM XajarTe.

— 4 npusetcTByio Ee BenuuectBo MiMmiepaTpuily, Benukyio cinaBy MMmnepuu Imp6axa.

4 pacmpaBuia 100Ky, HU3KO ITOKJIOHUJIACh U COTHYJIa KOJIeHH.

— 3TO CTajI0 HEOXKHUTaHHBEIM IIPUBETCTBHUEM.

ImUHHBIE pACIyIlleHHble TEMHO-KAIITAHOBLIE BOJIOCH CITYCKAJIUCh I10 JIMHUY IIJIeY Yepe3 HOUHYIO
pyOaiky. B omexkpe [y cHa, OHa Ka3ajaCh COBEPIIEHHO APYTUM 4YeJIOBeKOM, yeM MMmepaTpuila,
KOTOpas BCerha BHITIISAeNa JOCTOWHO U BeNluKonenHo. OHa MoYyeMy-TO BHITJISAfIeNIa YCTalou U
U3MOXKIEeHHOMH.

— JlaBauTe cpa3y lepeuneM K feny.

{4 nogymarna, 4TO MHe II0B€3JI0, UTO OHA He XOfUJIa BOKPYT Aa 0Kojo. Takas 6opn0a Oblia TAXKelee,
yeM (pu3ndeckas gpaka.

— Mapku3sa Becta, BcTaHbTe Ha CTOPOHY [ XKynuu XUIeT.

He oco3HaBas 3T0r0, y MEHS TEKJIa CJII0HA. BO3MOXKHO, C CErofHALIHero JHS BecTa BnameT B
HeMuiocTh UmnepaTtpuusl. UMnepaTpulia He JacT MHE XKejlaeMoro OTBeTa.

— Bamre BenmnyectBo, Becta BepuEl MMmniepuu. Hama ceMmps yxke Ha cTopoHe Ee BenuuecTsa.

4 BrIGpasia IPsSIMOYM OTBET, He BCTYIas B IPOTUBOpeune ¢ MiMepaTpullei, HaCKOJIbKO 3TO OBIIO
BO3MOXKHO. Bckope UMIiepaTpulia THX0 paccMmesnach.

— B&I x0THTE, YTOOH 51 B 9TO OBepuia, Mapku3 Becra?

¢ 3Hasa, Y4To 9TO He cpaboTaeT, HO...

bax.



HMHepanI/IHa IOBBEIPHYJIa MHE Ha CTOJI IIQ4YKy I'a3€eT. 9TO0 OBIJIM TA3€ETHI, ComepzXKaHnue KOTOPHIX A
3HAIO, IIOTOMY 4YTO BHUOEJId KX MHOI'O pa3. CTtaThs 0 TOM, KakK S TaHIleBala C ACTepOM Ha €ero
IIPUBETCTBEHHOM 6any, elle OfHa O CKaHOAJIbHBIX CIIJIETHAX 000 MHe u ACTepe U ellle ogHa O
BYepalmHeM COPEBHOBAHHNH IIO OXOTE.

— Mapku3s BecTa, Kak BaM U3BECTHO, cleayouuM MmnepaTtopom ctaneT Kaiipyc, Hacnenuei
[Tpunu. Ho naTeii pe6eHOK, KOTOPOT0 He TakK AaBHO IIPU3HAJIU IIPUHIIEM... HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHEIN
pebeHOK OXOTUTCS 3a MecToM KMMneparopa.

O6pa3 MmmepaTpullk, TOMHO Gecenyioniel Ha JuBaHe, He Ka3aJiCs paccepXkKeHHEH yemopekoM. Ho ee
r71a3a OBIM TAKUMHU XOJIOMHBIMHU, YTO €e JINI0 6e3 MaKusIKa BHTIAIeI0 0YeHb HEPBHEIM.

— Hacnepuniii [TpunIy Kaiipyc siBnsieTcs JOMKHBIM 00pa30M MpU3HaHHLIM ITPeeMHUKOM. ETo
BenuuecTBo BriGpan ero cam. Ho ITaTeiit [IpuHIl cKasas, 4To X04eT, TPOH, Ha KOTopoM cupen Ero
BennuectBo UMmiepaTop.

AcTep 3TOT0 3aciyxkuBaeT. He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, UTO AyMAaIOT JIIOOU BOKPYT Bac, He GBI OB
HUKaKHUX KOJIeOaHUH.

— Ilo3BoNbTE MHE MTOBTOPUTE 3TO elrle pa3. [loxkanyicTa, BCTaHbTE PANOM C HaMH, 4TOOb! [IaThIN
[TpuHIL He OCMENUIICS B3T/ISIHYTh Ha TPOH.

— Kak s yxe rosopuna, Becra Bepunl UMnepuu. M Hacnepnsiii [Tpun, u [Tateii [IpuHI] DOTXKHEL
OBLITDH 3allMINEHL ceMbel BecTa...

3aTteM MMnepaTpuila IpepBaia MeHs.

— BrIxomu 3aMyX 3a MOero Miafiero opata, Pyga Xumnmnet. B crmemyomem mMecsiie 6510 Okl
IIPEKPaCcHO.

9T0 OBINIO TOYTH KaK IIPUKa3.

— Ilocnepnuy mwaHc, Mapku3sa Becra.

ViMmepaTpulla 4eTKO IIOJYepKHYJIa CJI0BO «IOCcNiefHui». UcTopus o XKeHuTh0e Ha MJIafillleM ChiHE
cemby XUJIeT U IOOUYNHEHUY Halleld ceMbu ceMbe XusmeT. CeMmbsi CepTa u ceMbs PuBeT Takxke
MOTJIM TIPUHA[JIEXKATh K CeMbe XUJIeT U3-3a 6paka MeXay CEeMbsIMHU.

— MHe o4eHb Xkanb, Bame BenuuecTBo. TOT YENOBEK, HET, MPEAOKEHNE HEIIPUEMIIEMO.

4 eme cunmbHee cxkaja royiopy. MHe moKas3anoch, 9TO s CIIBIIY cMeX ViMmepaTpuis!.



— ITeperoBopEl 3aKOHYEHHI.

9 oXwupjasa 9TOro, HoO MHE Ka3aJioCh, YTO MOE Ceplie 3aMep3HeT.

— Mue Oosbllle HEYEero cKa3aTh, TaK YTO UOH.

4 mogHsANACh ¥ ele pa3 MOKJIoHUNIack UMneparpurne.

— Hmnepatpuia, cnacuoo.

— IlopauMute ronosy, Mapku3sa Becra.

Korpma oHa Me[JIeHHO TOAHSTIA B3I, BRIpaXKeHue ulla MMmepaTpulibl ToKa3anock 60jiee HEXKHBIM,
yeM 0XKupanock. Kak 6yATo TH 3HaelIb MOM OTBET.

— Bu moxarneete 06 aToM, Mapku3a Becra.

Ho cnoBa, BEIpBaBIIKECS U3 €€ YCT, ObUIM He YeM MHEIM, KaK YOUNCTBEHHBIMHU. f1 TUXO IIOBEPHYJACh U
TIIOTIRITAJIaCh IOKUHYTH KOMHATy MmepaTpuilel. [IpuIio BpeMs CiyKaHKaM OTKPHITh TBOMHYIO
IIBEPE.

— He gymatite, 4yto Tonbko y Becta ects uHpopmanus o llystt u lluirypo.

MHorosHauuTeNbHEIE CI0Ba. 4 06epHYyIach U CHOBa yBupeia MmnepaTpuily. Terneps MHe
II0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO g 3aMeTusla B ee BHEIIHOCTH HEKOTOopoe camoobiiafiaHue.

— Tak xe, KaK u ceMbst Becta, UMnepaTopckuit gBopel HaOmoman 3a IlyaTT u Ilunypo.

YTO THI UMEEIIb B BUOY, TOBOPMA, 9YTO BBl 3HAETE O U_IYSTT u HIHuypo TakK 2Ke XOpOIIIo, KakK Becra?

— Hy, Tebe nopa upry.

Korma MMmepaTpulla MaxHyJla pyKoO#, CITy2KaHKKM CaMH OTKPHUIA OTPOMHYIO JBOMHYIO ABEephb. KOHCYT,
KOTOPHIN MEHST COITPOBOK[IAJI, ITOMOIIIEN KO MHE.

— Mapku3sa Becra, s IpOBOXKY Bac [0 MMapagHOH IBepHU IIeHTPaIbHOTO IBOPIIA.

Bot u Bce. { oxupgana 93Toro, Ho Oblyla MOfaB/eHa. 4 BHIIIIA B3 KOMHATH MIMIIEpaTPHUIE U BCe IIyia
07T PYKOBOACTBOM KOHCYJIa. B KOHIIE KOpHUO0pa, Iepef IeHTPaIbHON JBOPILIOBOM IBEPhIO, S YBHUAEIa
CTOSIIIMY 9KUIAXK MOEH CeMbU. ATbTO He CeJI B KapeTy U XKMAaJl IOJ MaJISIIUM COJTHIIEM, TTOKa S He



BEIIIIJIA.

— BuI npuImiy paHo, Bel 3aKOHYUIN TOBOPUTE?

— Kaxk 1 0Xuganoch.

4 B3moxHyma, ¥ AJIbTO OBICTPO IPOTSIHYJI MHE XOJIOOHBIN Yai CO JIbIOM.

— B Oynymem 310 6ymeT HEMHOTO CII0XKHO.

JIutio AsIbTO OTEMHEIIO OT OECIIOKOUCTBA.

— Jlaxe B 3TOM Clydae ceMbsl BecTa ocTaHeTCsl IpexHel. MBI He Ha OOHOU U3 CTOPOH.

Kak TonbKo KapeTa oThexana, s 3agyManach o 6ymyiiem.

— YTo OHI BB CHeIaIHd, eciau Ob XUJIIeT Hallalx Ha Becta?

— V HUX HET IIPUYHH. [HeHHOCTH APUCTOKpPAaTH4Y€CKOI o O6H_[eCTBa BEIIII€, HO MBI HUYEro He COeialin.
Tak 4To HET IIPUYXH HalladaThb.

— Torpa 51 4yBCTBY10 00yIeTyeHue.

— Yto?

— B Hame# cembe unet BHyTpeHHs S 6opnba.

4 BciomHuna nuna Jlouca u Afensl. 9T ABoe OyOyT He eAMHCTBeHHBIMU. [Io4eMy Ccpefu 3TUX
MHOTOYUCJIEHHBIX POOCTBEHHUKOB HUKTO HE MOXKET OyMaTh, Kak Jlouc u Amena?

— o 3TOTO HAM MPUAETCS IPUHSATH MEPHL.

I/IMnepanHua CKOPO MOXKET Ha4aTh ﬂeﬁCTBOBaTB, IIO3TOMY HYZKHO ITPOCUHUTATH €€ IIaru. MoxeTt
6BITI:>, THI HANOeIb KOT‘O-HI/I6YJII: Bpone Jlouca u Afenbl ¥ IONBITaellbCs y'6eJII/ITB ux? 3aJIy'MaBHII/ICI:>, _a
IIpHUIlljia B Ce6ﬂ, KOIr'la KapeTa BHEe3aIllHO OCTaHOBHIIACE.

— YTo mpoucxoouT?

— 3T0...



AnbTO IIOCMOTPEJI B OKHO U BRITTIAOE]I O9€Hb 00eCIIOKOEHHBIM.

— YT0 He Tak”?

BBIFJ'IHHYB TOXe, g YBUOEJIa 3HAKOMYIO YEPHYIO KaPeTy, IPErpaxaaBUIyIO IIYyTh HAllIEMY 3KHUIIAXKY.

Acrep...

— I'me Tv1 ObINTa? MiMIiepaTopCKui gBOpeIr?

AcTep, COIIeANIni C KapeTHl, IIOMOIIelNT K HaM U CIIPOCHU. XOTs B KAPKYIO IIOT0Oy OH ORI OfIeT Jierye,
omexma AcTepa Bce elre Obljla YePHOH.

— Viigu ¢ goporu. 4 monXkHa BEPHYTHCS AOMOM.

— {1 BCTpeTun CBOI HEBECTY Ha yJIulle U He MOTY IIPOUTUA MUMO.

YTo 3a 4yllb, KaKas HeBecTa? ¢ BbIe3/1a U3 KapeTHl U BcTajla Iepefd ActepoM. Temeps S JOIXKHa
CKa3aTh eMy BCe IIPSMO.

— 41 GonbIne He Xouy, YTOOBI THI TIOSIBIISITICS rnepeno MHOH.

Ynribaromeecs: mumo AcTepa MIrHOBEHHO OCTEHIIO.

— Yro ckazana Mmnepatpuna? MHe HYKHO 3aCTyIuiICs 3a Te6s?

970 OBIJIO TPABUIIBHO, HO S HEe OTBETHIIA.

— V¥ 1e6s HeT mpyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe OBITH CO MHOM, Katina.

I nuHHEE manbisl AcTepa KOCHYJIUCH BOJIOC, KOTOPHIE CTPYUIIUCH 110 MoeMy nuily. OH HeXKHO
KOCHYJICS PacIylleHHBIX Bojoc. [71a3a, CMOTpeBIINEe Ha MEeHSI CBepXy BHU3, ObUIM MATKUMU, U MHE
II0YEMY-TO 3aX0TeJIOCh IJIaKaTh.

— ¢ X04y XKUThH B MUpe.

bl C061/IpaJ'[aCB CIIOKOMHO CKa3aTh TO, YTO XOTeJla CKa3aTk.

— Ho st He MOT'y CBSI3BIBAThCS C TOOOM.



Ho yeM Gomglme s TOBOpHJIIa, TEM OoJIbIle BOJTHOBAACH.

— He B Moeii Bojte OBIIO IPOMEIBIBATh BECh 3TOT IIyTh! 4 He X0Tena cTankuBaThcs ¢ To6o! A xoTena,
YTOOBI MBI OBIJIA Yy2KHMHU BCIO KU3Hb.

BhI710 MHOTO Belle, KOTOPHIE 5T He MOTJIa CKa3aTh Cpa3y.

— Tax 4T0, moXKasyucra... 0CTaBb MEHS B IIOKO€, YTOOHI 1 MOTJIa CIIOKOMHO XUTh. VIC4e3HH C MOeTo
nyTu!

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 5 3aKpHuy4aja. ['010c, Ka3anoch, OB IPOMUTAH ciIe3aMu. 4 0oJIbille He MOria
TOBOPHUTD, IOTOMY YTO 3afbIxajiach. JII0ou, MpoxoauBIre 1o ynutiaM bepr, MMmepckoro ropopa,
CMOTPEeNH Ha Hac. [[Be IOBO3KM IIeperopaxuBaioT JOPOry, TakK YTO, KOHEYHO, 3a HUMU OymyT
CTIEOUTB.

4 B3rngHysa Ha nuno Actepa. [0 3TOro0 MOMEHTa HEeXKHBIY B34 ucye3. OH IpsiMO CMOTpEJI Ha
MeHs, HU4ero He roBopsi. Mexay nNpo4yuM...

Kar.

Temnas Kamis BOOH ylana MHe Ha JIUI0. ITO ObUIM Cle3kl U3 JIeBOro ria3a Actepa. Crie3sl Takxke
TEKJI U3 IIPABOr0 I'jIa3a IO IOBS3KOH.

— TrI He x0TeJia CTAJIKUBATLCSI CO MHOM?

Heyxenu 9Tu cnoBa 3afienu AcTepa, KOTOPOTo, KaXkeTcs, He MMOKUPYIOT HUKaKKe CIoBa?
IlericTBUTENBHO?

BHe3anHo g IMOYYyBCTBOBaJla COXKaJIEHHUE. Y meHs 3aHBIIO0 cepnare. MHe He clemoBano 3TOro T'OBOPHUTE.

— Xopo1uo, Teneps... 4 He Oyay MOsIBIATHCS nepen Kaimnoi.

AcTep TIOBEPHYJICS U CEJI B 3KUIaXk, B KOTOPOM IIpHexajl. 3aTeM OH THXO0 OTheXall B CTOPOHY U
HalpaBUJICS B TOM HallpaB/ieHUH, KyHa xoTesl. HanpaBneHnue 6b110 He B IMIIepaTopcKuil ABOPET.

— Ax.

4 He Morna HUYEro cka3aTh. AJIbTO IOIBITAICS YCIIOKOUTH MEHSsI, IIPEJIOXKNUB yail 1 (bpy'KTbI, HO 41 He
MOT'JIa YCIIOKOUTBCA. Moe nuiio PacCIyxiio, IOTOMY 4YTO CJIE3EI IIPOOOJIZKAJIXA JIMNTHCA JaXKe B KapeTe,
BO3BPAIllaBIIYIOCS B Becra.



ITocye TOro OHS S MeHCTBUTENILHO Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi moTepsiia AcTepa u3 Buay. M He IOTOMY, 4TO
AcTep caepxan cBoe obenjaHue. ITO MPOUIOIIIO U3-3a MOUX IIPOGIEM.

<IIpopmonxkenue B 5 TomMe>

[Ipexne, maBaiTe CIpsYeM Halllero Miapiiero 6para, Tom 4
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