— Q®epme Xumnneta noutu 100 ner.

Actep copsai 6yToH KBuHCH.

— OT0 OBITIO CTPaHHO. YTO 3a BETOK IOJIYYUIT TaKyI0 OTPOMHYI0 CYMMY deHET OT ABOPIlA CTO JIET
Has3an?

[Tpomo yxe 100 net ¢ Tex mop, Kak XuuIeTs JOCTUTTIN 60TaTCTBa U IIOJIYYUIIN BEICOKKE TUTYIIL C
3eMJISIMH.

[To coBmapenuto, 3To OBITIO cpady mocie mameHus Anuka, IlapctBa [IyxoB.

— JIrogu 13 MMnepaTOPCKOTO ABOPIIA MUTANX K XUJIJIeT He 4TO UHOe, KakK yBaxeHue. OHU HALIIU
crroco0 YHUUTOXUTH moaeit IlapcTBa [1yxoB.

— 4 1ebs He cnbiy!

I/IMnepanHua BCKO4YHMJIa CO CBOETO MeCTa. ACTep IIOCMOTPEJII Ha I/IMHepanI/II.Iy.

— 3HAYHUT, TH COOMPaembCsi OTOMCTUTh 3a CBOMX MEPTBHIX IIPEIKOB?

ACTep CHOBa I'POMKO paCCMedICs.

— Baine BenmuuecTBo, gaxe ecinu MO IIPeKU YMEP/IX TaKuM 00pa3oM, 5 IMYHO He ITHUTalo
HETIPUSI3HU K 9TUM JTIOISIM.

— Torpma 4ero TH XOUeIlh?

I/IMnepanI/ma 0oJIbIlle He IBITalach CKPEBIBATE CBOU MCTUHHEIE YYyBCTBaA II€EPEN ACTGpOM.

— Kak s yXe cka3aJ, s X04y OT BaC TOJIbKO OJHOI0. BEICIIIYIO B/IaCTh B 9TOU CTpaHe. JTO BCe.

WMnepaTpulla 3agpoxaa, yBUAEB, UTO MOJIOION YeJI0BEK YIbI0aeTcs eil.

— Yto?

— Ecnu ObITH O0JIE€ YECTHEBIM. ..

Actep noakpascst K UMnepaTtpulle. YAuBIeHHbIE CIYKaHKU U KOHCYJIBl BOPBAJIUCh BHYTPh U



OKpyXkumu MmmnepaTtpuity.

— 4 mory 3aTonTaTth 10 CMEPTH J1I000T'0 MypPaBbUIIKY .

AcTep TYT Ke cMsJ IIBeTOK KBUHCH B CBOeii pyKe. YBUEB 9T0, nuila MmepaTpuibl, TOPHUYHON U
KOHCYJIOB ITo6esienu. ITo IOTOMY, YTO BOa, BEITEKalollas U3 IBeTOB, Oblla KpacHas, KakK KPOBb.

— Xa-xa... 3a6aBHO, TOTfa I0YeMy ThHI paHbllle He HACTYIUI Ha 3TOr0 MaJIeHbKOT0 MypaBbsi?

910 OBITIO HE CMEJIOCT, 6J'Ie(1). I/IMnepanHua N30 BCeX CHUJI CTapallaCh IIOOJABUTHb CBOU CTpax.

— Ecnu 681 g 9TO cOenas, Mos BO3/M00IeHHAsI BO3HeHaBugena Obl MeHd.

— Bo3mobnennas?

HWMnepaTpulia HaXMypUiIacs.

YTO 3HAYUT «BO3JIIOOIEHHAI»?

[ToToM OHa BCIIOMHUJIA O CETOOHSAINIHEM Ipeanoxenun Actepa Katine Becra.

— Ho ato cTtpanHo. Kaiina Becra BrIrisaaesna youBJIeHHON.

HMnepaTpulia yXMBUIBHYIAaCh U PaCCMesach.

— Mo Bo3/mI00/IeHHA — 3aCTEHYUBEIA YeJI0BEeK.

AcTep He MOT He yNIBIOHYThCS IPU 3TOM.

— V Hee Bce paBHO HET BEIOOpPA, KpoMe Kak OLITH CO MHOM.

Barnsg AcTepa, HampaBleHHbIN Ha MMniepaTpuily 6511 mogo0eH o0bsiBIeHuI0 BoWHbL. Kaiina Becta —
MOSI, TaK 4TO HE CMOTPH B Hee.

— ...TaK JI4 3T0"?

Psmom ¢ MmepaTpullei CTOSIIN CIyKaHKU U KOHCYJIBI, KOTOPHIE BCe elle OKPyXKalld ee.

«Iloxoxke, OH ITOKa He coOMpaeTCs CO MHOHM YTO-TU00 [IeIaTh.»



Actep 6pocui pa3faBieHHbIN [[BeTOK KBUHCH Ha MO, 3aTeM BhIIAYKaHHBIE B KDACHBIN PYKH OBIIH
BBITEPTHL O 3aHABECKU C 30JI0TOM BHIIIKMBKOW. B pe3ynbraTe BEIpazkeHUE JIUI CITy?KaHOK ¥ KOHCYJIOB
CMEHUJIOCh U3YyMJIeHHeM. JTO IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO Oblyla 3aHaBeCcKa, KOTOpyio MMmepaTpulia 0coOOeHHO
nenesina.

— 41 cobupalock yUTH ceiyac, MOTOMY YTO S YCTal OT OXOTHUYbUX COPEBHOBaHUM. Bare BenuuecTso.

HMnepaTpulia ene He IprKa3alia yoganuTbcsa. Ho ee mackHOK chenan HeOXUAaHHBIY mar. Bce B
KOMHaTe mobesenu. ACTep Clerka MOKJIOHUIICS U BHIIIE U3 €€ KOMHATHI.

Credan mocnenoBai 3a HUM U OCTAHOBUJIICS, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh Ha Mmnepatputly. OH BHIITPSIMUIICS
Ha MeCTe ¥ HU3KO el MOKIOHUICH. MMnepaTpuila CIOKOMHO IOCMOTPeNIa Ha HEro.

— 1 yXoxy.

Bckope nBepsb oTKphUTach, u CTedaH 0CTOPOXKHO BHIIIE HAPYXKY.

Ctedan rHascs 3a ACTEPOM, KOT/Ia TOT IIeJT 0 KOPUAOoPY.

— Yro 3HaYUT «BO3M00neHHas «? Takoro He Ob10. YTO BBl UMEETE B BUAY IIOMl OTHOIIEHUSIMHU C
Mapku3zon Becta? C KaKuxX 3TO IIOP BBl COCTOUTE C HEX B OTHOIeHusX? He cka3aB MHe!

Actep ornsiHynach Ha ronoc Credana c3anu. Beipaxenue nuna CTedaHa BHIIALENO YXKaCHO.
Credan, KOTOPBIM CIUIIKOM UHTEPECOBAJICS €r0 MTUYHOM XM3HbI0, CHOBa 3aCTaBUJ AcCTepa
IIOYYBCTBOBATh Ce0S IJI0XO.

— Hoquy S JOJIZKEH PaCCKA3bIBATh Tebe BCe [I0 ITOCTIeTHEro?

— 41 Bcerma Orvin ¢ ['ocrmoguHOM ACTEPOM B TeUeHHE TPeX JieT. & He Bupel HUKaKUX IPHU3HAKOB
OTHOIIIEHUH. ..

AcTep IpuUIOKUI Tael K ry6am.

— HI-11-11, ¢ TOTO MOMEHTA, Kak Halllx cepdla COegUuHUIINCh, MBI CTAaJIN BO3JTI00TIEHHBIMH.

CtedaH HaxXMypHJICsS OT HeyOEOUTEIbHOTO OTBETA.

— Korpa Barmm ceppiia BCTPETHIIUCE?

— OcCTaHOBUCH.



AcTep IPOTSHYI YKa3aTenbHEH mameln Ctedany. 9To 03HAYalI0 He 3aXONUTh TAK MaJleKO, ¥ KaXKIbli
pas, Kor{a OH IMepexomus 9Ty YepTy, CIeN0BaI0 MyuYnTeIbHOe Haka3aHue. CTOH BEIPBAJICS W30 PTa
CredaHa, KOTOPOMY MPHUIIIOCH OCTAHOBUTHCH.

— Xoporto, 'ocnopuH.

OToiist Ha HEKOTOpoe paccTostHue oT Actepa, CTtedaH CHOBA IOTHAJICS 32 HUM OBICTPBEIM IIIAarOM.

— KcraTn, AcTep, y MeHs K BaM Iipoch0a. IToxkanyiicTa, OyabTe noBexkiuBee ¢ Ee BemuuecTBoM
HWmMnepartpulien.

PasmpaxkeHHBIN B3 Actepa obpaTtuics K CtedaHy, KOTOPHIM BHUMATENIbHO CIEOUT 3a HUM.

— Tot Korga-HUOYOb BUIEIT, YTOOH 5T OBITT BEXK/IMB C KeM-HUOYIb?

AcTep HUKOT[]a He TIOKA3kIBaJl yBaKEHUs CBOeMy feny, repuory Jlutxu. Mmnepartop u UmnepaTtpuna
e[lBa I 3aCTyKUBaJId yBaXKeHUs.

— MHe Bcerga OBITI0O UHTEPECHO.

[laru gByX nOAel, UOYIINX 10 KOPUAOPY, 3Bydaau rpoMye, 4YeM UX rojioca.

— C Kakux 9T0 1op Bl UHTEpPecyeTech MecToM MMnepaTtopa? ['ocnogun AcTep, 3a KOTOPHIM
Ha0IoMan, Ka3ajcs fajleKuM OT CTPeMJIEHUS K BIaCTH...

Ycnrias Bonpoc Credana, Actep octaHoBunack. Ero riasa 65U yCTPEeMIIEHE B BO3AYX, Te He
OBIJIO HUYET0, KPOME CTEHHI.

— 3a IpoJIUTYI0 KPOBb MOETO AEBYIIKHU... OJIXKEH JIX 51 CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO CaMOe MeHbIIIee, YTO 5 MOTY
chenarn?

— MeHnbiiee?

Credan mepeBest BT Ha BO3YX, Ha KOTOPBIH cMoTpes Actep. Tam He OBbII0O HUYEro, KpoMe CTEHHI.

)%k

[Tocne yxoma Actepa aTMocepa B KOMHaTe MmepaTpullbl CTajla 04eHb X0JIOAHOU. KOHCY B



cobupanu 1BeTH KBUHCH, KOTOPHIE pa3faBuil ACTep, YaiHYIO YallKy, KOTOPO# OH I0Ih30BaJICS, U
3aHaBECKY, 0 KOTOPYIO OH BHITEP PYKHU. ITO OBIIO ITOTOMY, UTO MMIepaTpuila IIpuKa3aa BCe CKeub,
YTO KacaJioCh ero PYKHU.

VimmepaTpulia cugeiia B CBOEM KpecJye, UCTOIeHHasl 9HePTruel, U TyIo CMOTpesia Ha cToi. CoBceM
HelaBHO ACTep IUJI TaM 4Yal. fApx KBUHCH, KOTOPHIM, KaK OHa 0XKHfasa, OblI CMEPTEILHEIM OJIST HETO,
He IONelCTBOBAJI.

Ona B oTyasgHUU, IOTOMY 4TO KBUHCH B OfHOUYaChe cTaj 6ecrone3HeIM. MoXeT ObITh, 3TO IIOTOMY,
YTO y HEeT0 CMelllaHHas KPOBb, I'le 00JIbIas YacTh Oblla 4enoBedeckoi? TeM He MeHee, HEOOBYalHO
cunbHas MaHa Acrtepa Oblla HaMHOT0 Oosbllle, 4eM y Maros Mimnepuu Jnbbaxa.

ViMmepaTpuiia mo4yyBCTBOBaa KPU3UC.

— 4 mory 3aTonTaTth 10 CMEPTH J1I000T0 MypPaBbUIIKY .

970 He OBUIO TOX0XKe Ha HIyTKY. Ka3anock, YTO 3TO MOXKET IIPOU30UTH B JIF060€ BpeMs.

«4 momxHa IIPpOAYMATE IINIaH. EquHCTBEHHBIN croco6 IIepeBepPHYThL BCE BBEPX JHOM».

HWmMnepartpuiia moManuna I'pada CepTa, CTOSBILIETO PSAIOM C HEH.

— [Momnute nuceMo B Becra.

Kusnys, I'pad CepTa mocrana 6J10KHOT, YTOOHI CHieTaTh TOMETKH.

— YTO0 MHe HYXKHO yKa3aTh B IUCbMeE?

Korpma rpad Cepra cipocun 06 atom, iMepaTpuiia HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi MoJTyasia ¥ JyMalia.
MuHyTHas CTpesiKa CABUHYIACh, ¥ MMIepaTpulla MeIJIEHHO OTKPhL/Ia POT.

— 4 xouy moroBopuTth 0 6e3onacHocTu BecTa. Tak 4TO S XOUy BCTPETUTHCS C BAMHU...

VimnepaTpuila, Kak o0BIYHO, yIEIOHYIack rpady CepTa. 3TO OBIJT MOMEHT, KOTAa K HEWl BEpPHYJIach
97leTaHTHas yIbIOKa.



— W otpaii ero Mapxku3se Becra.

)%k

Kak u oxupnanocs, pororpadus AcTep mosBUIacCh B yTPeHHEH ra3eTe M Pa3omljiach C pa3MaxoM. ITO
ObL110 TOX0Ke Ha aduiny GpuabMa ¢ TOYKM 3PEHUST PEMIOPTEPOB, JEMOHCTPUPYIOLINX CBOIO
apTUCTUYECKYIO Oyury. ACTep OIyCKaeTCs IIepefo MHOM Ha KOJIeHU, KOra S 3aCTEH4YUBO
IIPUKpBIBasia POT PyKaMHu, U IPOTATUBAET MHe KOJIBI[O C AparoleHHEIM KaMHEM pa3MepoM C Ijla3Hoe
s16710K0. He To 4TOOH! g CTECHSAIACh, HO 5 IOCIEIIHO IIPUKPEITIA POT PYKOU, YTOOH CKPHITH
yIOUBIIEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHUe Julla, Kak OHU CHejlaly TakKou CHUMOK?

— Kaiina, Thl TaKas KpacuBas.

PopcTBeHHUKH, YMTABIINE T'a3€eTy, BRICYHYJIN A3BIKH. (DOTOl"pa(l)I/II/I IIOJIy4YHUJIUCh HAaCTOJIEKO
YOQYHBIMHU, YTO XOTEJIOCh BEPUTH, UYTO 3TO IIOCTAHOBOYHEIE q)OTOFpa(i)I/II/I.

— TrI cKa3ana, YTO He UMeelllh HUKAKOro OTHoIIeHus K [IaTtomy [IpuHIly, HO Teneps y TeOs HET
onpaBmanuii, Kanina?

I>KeHus MOXJIoNaya MeHs I10 ey ¥ IPUIOIHSIa YTolIoK I'y0. Thl BRITISOUIIL TaK, OyITO Apa3HUIIIb
MeHs1. U 3T0 ObIJI0 BEIpaXkKeHUs JIKlla, KOTOpoe TpeboBaso MOTHONW UCTOPHUH.

— Hy BOT, THI He pacCKa3bIBaelllb HaM, YTO Uelllb Ha OXOTHUYLYA COPEBHOBAHUSA, [IPOBONUMELE
HmnepaTopckuM fBopuoM. B kauectBe mapTHepa [IsToro [Tpunna. Kak Tel 3T0 00BACHUIIE?

Mos cecTpa ciierka HakjIOHWIIa TOJIOBY, CKPECTHB PyKU Ha Ipyau. Ee mo3a nmpepaselana Hamop, HO
JIUIIO BCE elle yIbI0anocs.

— 4 Koe-uTo momxkHa Obinia [1siTomy IIpuHily. BoT mouemy s moexania.

— Kaxkoit monr? Yrto ato?

— TpynHO cKa3aTth, II0Ka He MOTY, U3BUHU. [[KeHu4.

— OyXx, 3TO He CMEIIHO.

Crapiiast cecTpa Imoxasia IjaedaMd ¥ CHOBa PacKphIIa ra3eTy, KOTOPYIO Aepxaia B pyke. f ckasarna



AJIBTO CIPSATATh YTPEHHIOI ra3eTy Ha CIy4ai, eCJId MOM POACTBEHHUKH IIPOYHUTAIOT ee, HO S
yBEepeHa, YTO eCTh Te, KOTOphIe KYIIU/IK ra3eTy Ha yiule. J mocMoTpesa Ha JIorca, KOTOPHIN
TIOSIBUJICST TTOCJIe HOYHOM MTPOTYIIKH.

— [Touemy THI TaK Ha MEHS CMOTPUILD?

— ¢l mouTH CKpEITa 9TO, HO BCE PACKPHITIOCH 1M3-3a TeO0s.

— 41 cobupascst MOCMOTPETh YTPEHHIO Ta3eTy, ¥ TBOS GOTOTrpadus BhIIIA TAaKOK OONBIION, U 5
KYIIUII ee.

— Tebe He cnegoBano 3TO IOKYTIATh.

Tuxo mpo6opMoTana s, yIUIHyB Jlouca 3a IeKy.

— Kcratu, roe TH HOUYeBa?

Ha mrHOBeHwue Jlouc 4T0-TO Ipo6opMoTas, u3berasi MOero B3TJIsIfa.

— Mos nu4Hasg XKWU3Hb... 9TO MOSI TUYHAT XKU3Hb.

Y Hero ecTb OTHOLIEHUA? JIOWC HEOOBOILHO IIpoBOPYaJ, KOrga HOTép IIeKy.

— W 370 He TO, YTO MOIYYUTCS CKPEIBaTh. MBI BCe paBHO Ol y3HAIIH.

B aTom Jlouc 6bin mpaB. M Bce ke s B3[OXHYIA. f Ta, KTO KpHYasia, YTO HYKHO OCTaBaThCS
HEeUTPaIbHLEIM, HO 5T HEe MOTY IIOBEPHTH, YTO S IPUCOEOUHUIACh K ACTepY B KaueCcTBe ITapTHepa B
OXOTHUYBMX COPEBHOBAHUSX, ¥ OH [IaKe MOMPOCHII MEeHS BEHIMTH 3@ HEero 3aMyx. Kak s Mory aTo
0OBSICHUTE?

— 9t0 OymeT Becero.

I>KeHus, CMOTPEBIIIAs B ra3eTy, paccMesnach.

— YT0 TaM HamMcaHo?

Korpga s mopoina K [[2keHUM, OHa IT0Ka3aja CTpaHUIly, KOTOPYIO YUTalla, ¥ OTHalia ee MHe.

— [Tomnu cnyxu B UMnepaTopckoM fBoplie, uto IIateit [Ipunt, Ero BeicouecTBo ACTep, CTPEMUTCS
CTaTh ClepyomuM MMmepaTtopoM.



[TonmyuuB razery, 1 ObICTPO pounTaia crTatbio. CTaThsl 0000IIana CIyXu U Kacajaach aMOULAN
[Iatoro [IpuHila Ha TPOH.

— Kaiina, KaK TH ¥ IpefcKa3biBaja, OuTBa Mexay MMneparputieit u [1aTeiM [IpuHIleM HayHETCS
BCEPHES.

PopcTBeHHUKY OBLIM IIOTPSICEHBI CJIOBaMHU cecTphl [IxkeHun. MoxeT ObITh, HallpaBjeHne AcTepa
M3MEHHUJIOCH [0 CPaBHEHHUIO C IIepBOHAYaIbHEIM, IIOTOMY YTO OH MHPHO BoIles B MnepaTopcKui
nBopet. {1 oxkupgana HEMHOTO TOg00HOTO.

Opuaxko 11es Actepa Oblyia TOM Ke U B OpUTHHAJE U cefiyac. Torma s ¥ MOsSI CeMbsT JOJIKHBI OBITh
6oree OCTOPOXKHEI B OymyIIeM.

http://tl.rulate.ru/book/39768/1473585



