Acrepy, [Tatomy [TpuHIy, He TOTPeOOBAIOCH MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH npuiiTu. iMnepartpuiia
yIEIOHYTIaCh, HACKOJIBKO MOTJIa, YCIBIIIAB U3BellleHe KOHCYa, 0KUal0IIero CHapyXHu.

— Bxopgure, [IpuHi.

AcTep BoIIeJ, OTJISAbIBASsCh II0 CTOPOHAM, HECMOTPS Ha MPUCYTCTBUE MiMmepaTpuilsl. ITOT 00pa3
CHOBaA IIIeJT Bpa3pes3 C YyBCTBaMHU MIMIiepaTpHUIIb.

— ThI He Tepeomerncs.

Acrtep Bce etile OBITT 071eT B 3a0phI3TaHHBIM KPOBBIO KPOIMKA-AEMOHA OXOTHUYHUHN KOCTIOM.

— Kak TonBKO s BePHYIICS, s1 He CMOT IIePe0eThCs, IOTOMY YTO KTO-TO PEINu MPUTTIACUTh MEeHS K
cebe.

Cnosa 20-ro 1oHOLIM 3acTaBUNIK VMIiepaTpully 4yTh-4yTh VABIOHYTHCS

— He cToli Tam, ooy cioga U CAmOb...

HMnepaTpulia noneTanach NPeaokUTh €My CeCTh HAaIIPOTUB, HO, YBUAEB MYXKYHUHY, CII€I0BABIIETO
3a AcTepoM, IIOCypoBeTia.

— OH, OH...

Myx4rHa ¢ (UOIETOBEIMU BOJIOCAaMU CKJIOHHUJICS B IIOSICe, He MEHSSI BhIpazKeHUs Julla Iepes
HWMnepatpulien.

— CredaH paaoM co MHOM — MOM Bpad. TH CIy4yaliHO He 3HAaKOMa C HUM?

VimmepaTpuiie 3ax0Tenoch MIIHYTh ACTEPY B JIUIIO0, KOTOPOE MPOIOIKHUII TOBOPUTE CO CIIOKOMHBIM
JIUTIOM:

— O, 3T0 3HAYUT, 4TO 3Haelb ero? [lomydaeTcs, He epBas BCTpeya.

VimmepaTpuiia mosepHynach K Ctedany u mocMoTpesa Ha Hero. Korma Actep cen HallpoTHB
HimmepaTpuirsl, CTedaH mocaenoBai 3a HUM U OCTAHOBMIICS IT03agu HETO.

Credan ucue3 Tpu rofa Ha3ajl B IeHb ITI0XOPOH repiiora. OH BHTIISIOEIN OYeHb IIJI0X0, ¥ OHA CIIpsiTallia
€ro0 BO [IBOPIIE, a IOTOM OH BHe3amHO ucye3. TONMbKO MM03Ke KOHCYJIB CKa3allbl €M, YTO OH MOSBUJICS
Ha IIOXOpoHax repuora. M Ha Tpu roga Ctedan ncues. Kak Actep, He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHBIN peOeHOK
IIepen Hel.



— 4 mo3Basna Tebs Ha 4ai, a He €ero.

VimmepaTpuiia B3risgHya Ha CtedaHa, cTosIiero mo3agu Actepa. OOBYHO ITOMOIIHUKaMU ACTepa
ovmu BommeOHMKaMu 13 OamieH. Ho mouemy on npusesn Ctedana cerogus? 3to 6vi1 CTedaH,
KOTOPBIM CKPHIBAJICS B TEYEHUE TPEX JIET...

«Credas, 4TO TH 3amymMan?»

B Teuenue Tpex neT, moka AcTep cuuTascs npomnasimmM, CTedaH ciemoBan 3a HUM.

«0, OH TIEPEMETHYJICS K 9TOMY CYKUHOMY CHIHY?»

WMnepaTpuiia mocMotpena Ha Ctedana, npuinypus rinasa. Credan He IPUTBOPSIICS, YTO 3HAKOM C
WmMmepatpuiiel, Kak 0yATO BCTPETHUI ee BIIePBHIE.

OHa mogMuTHYyJIa ClIyKaHKaM. Bckope mocye 3Toro ropHUYHAs, KOTOPasi KaTUIa TEJIEXKKY,
TIOCTaBHIIa Ha CTOJI AlllIETUTHHIE YTOLEeHUs Ha cepeOpsiHoM mofHoce. YaIlka ¢ pO30BEIMU PO3aMU B
TI030JI0YEHHOM omrpaBe Oblta paBopuToM MMnepaTputisl [Ixkymuu. Tapenka ¢ TaKUM K€ PUCYHKOM
Oblyia 3acTaBjieHa Me4eHbeM B (opMe po3.

— Tol opurmansHO cTan 4ieHoM VMmnepaTopckoil ceMbH, HO MMIiepaTpulia MaTh ellle HU pa3y He
yrouasna Te0s 4aeM.

AcTtep OBITIO CMEIIIHO OT CJI0B MIMIepaTpuilbl, B KOTOPHIX He OBIJIO HU KallId HCKPEHHOCTH.

— THI Tak BoTHOBaAJIaCh HACYET 3TOr0?

— IIa, 51 coxkarnelo, 4To 51 Ha Te0s He oOpalrajga BHUMaHUS, 3HasI, YTO THI JOJIT0e BpeMsi OB OOMHOK,
TIOTOMY YTO PAHO IOTEPSIT MaTh.

OH TakXe yIEIOHYJICS B OTBET Ha MPETEHITMO3HYI0 YILI0KY MMIIepaTpuIibl, HO, YeCTHO TOBOPSI, OBII
obecrokoeH. EMy He Tepresnoch mepeoneThCs, Y4ePT BO3bMH, 3aUeM Thl MeHs 1mo3Bajia? OgHako
BCKOPE OH y3HaJs 00 3TOM, KOTa YBUOE YalHUK, KOTOPHIM IPUHEeCIa TOPHUYHAS.

Yalka ¢ TIyXuM CTYKOM HallOJIHHUIACh IOIYIPO3PAaYHbIM KPAaCHEIM YaeM. B To ke BpeMsi apOMaTHBIH
3amax PacIpOCTPAHUIICS IO IMMPOKON KOMHATe.

«3JTO0...»

AcTep MOYYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMBIN 3allax, UCXOOSAIIAN OT ajlor0 HAaMmuTKa. ITo Ol KBuHCH, S AT
miopedt Llapctea [IyxoB. Ero 6uonoruyeckas MaTh TOXKe yMepsa OT 3TOTO siaa.



I[1¢, oH mpEICHYII, CaM TOTO He OCO3HAaBas.

-...4TO0 cnyvunocs? [IpuHI.

Cnpocuna MmnepaTpuiia ¢ 06eCIOKOeHHBIM JTUIIOM. E#f OBII0 MHTEPECHO, He TIOMMaJIH T ee Ha 3TOU
VTIOBKE.

— TrI, HOMXKHO OBITH, OBUT 0UeHb 00ECIIOKOEH, IIOTOMY UTO Ha OXOTHUYBUX COPEBHOBAHUAX ITOAHSTIACH
TaKas CyMaToxa. JTO CIIeMaIbHO MPUTOTOBIEHHBIN Yal.

V3-3a TOro, 4TO OHa HEpBHUYAA, OBIIO TPYAHO JaXke CYAUTh, HACKOJIbKO OTKPOBEHHBIMU OBITIH €€
YIIOBKH. ACTep faze IIOYYBCTBOBAJI COBCEM HEMHOTI'O KaJIOCTH K HEelM, KOTopas BCe ITepeMrUHas HOTH,
TIOTIPABJISAS YaCTO BOJIOCH. 3Has, YTO BCe 3TO OBIJI0 HAlpacHo, ACTep cpa3y BHIIUI Yall U3 CBOEH
yamky. Ha MrHOBeHUe B rna3ax MMmnepaTpUibl IOSBUIACH PALOCTb.

«bengHas xXeHIIUHA».

ITpoIIsI0 MHOTO BPEMEHH C TeX 0P, KaK AyXH PSIoM C ACTepoM He MOTJIM JeiCTBOBATh U3-3a
OmaroBoHui KBuHCH. ACTep He MOT CJIBIIIATh HUYbUX COKPOBEHHEIX MEICJIEH, IIOTOMY 4YTO KBHHCH
ObLTT TOBCIOAY BO mBOpIle. TeM He MeHee, OH MOT 3HaTh, 0 UeM JyMala MMmepaTpuila nepeno HuMm 6e3
TIOMOIITH TYXOB.

AcTep BHITED PYKO# 4aii, cTeKatomui ¢ ry6. OH OB KUCTTO-CTafKUM M XOMOTHBIN U XOPOIIIo ITaX, HO
JIUYHO eMy OH OBLI He II0 gyIe. ITO IOTOMY, UTO OH XKHUJ PSAAOM C 3amaxoMm CtedaHa B TeueHue 17
JIeT, T03TOMY OH nopyMai o CtedaHe, IPOCTO MOYYyBCTBOBAB 3TOT 3amax. ACTep CllerKa B3TJISIHYII B
ctopory Credana. [IpuTBOpsAsACk, 4TO He BuAen 3Toro, Ctedan mpoCTO CKIIOHUII TOJIOBY.

T,

AcTep, MOCTaBUBIINY YaIlIKy Ha CTOJ, YILIOHYICS MMnepaTpuile.

— MO02XHO MHE €lll€ BLIIIUTD, HO}KaJTYfICTa? 4 ouensb X04y IIUTE.

Bompeku oxupganusiM, MMneparpuiia Obljia yOUBIEeHa 0TBETOM AcTepa.

«[Touemy THI B mopsigke? IhdEKT NPOABUTCI I03XKeE?»

Korpa VimnepaTpuiia nogaia 3HaK TOPHUYHOM, Ta HEMEMJIEHHO HaJIuIa Yak u3 KBUHCH B YaIlKy
Actepa. Kak u 0XKunanoch, KpacHas KUAKOCTh Onectena, 6yATo pyoOuH.

— Bnaropgapio Te0s.



AcTep cOenaln TIOTOK WU [Ba U3 BTOPOM YalllKX U BHIKII €70, KOTMa T1a3a MiepaTpuilsl Obiiu
yCTpeMJIeHH Ha Hero. Yamka Actepa C IJIyXuM CTYKOM OBLIa OCTaB/IeHa Ha CTOJL.

HekoTopoe BpeMst MeXkay HUMU He ObLIIO HU CJI0Ba. ACTep MPOCTO OMYCTHII I'Jla3a U 3aTKHYJICS, U
WmnepaTpuila CMOTpesia Ha Hero MoJj4a.

— MoxeT OBITb...

B xoHIle KoHIIOB MiMIIepaTpuila, KOTopas He MOTIJla X[IaTh, IIEPBOM OTKpPHIIA POT. Barnsam Actepa
yman Ha MMnepartpuiy.

— TrI He YyBCTBYeIllb HUYEr0 CTPAHHOT0? [laByieHre B TPYOU WIK YyBCTBYEIIb...

AcTep ynBeIOHYIICS, CIyIIA ITOCTEIIEHHO YTUXAIINe CJI0Ba MMIepaTpuIis.

— Bawm mnoxo?

ViMmepaTpuila B3gpOrHy/Ia, KOrfa yBUaesa, YTo ACTep CIIpalliBaeT ee 3To. Byaro nmepen Hew Oblna
JIuguaHa, XXuUBad.

Kak u ero matsn.

Po30BEIE BOJIOCH, (DMONIETOBEIE T'TIa3a, KaK aMeTUCT, yiblbalolleecs I1lo, Kak y anrena, Jlugrana
JIutxu. Ho MEeHHO OHa WHOTIa YyBCTBOBaIa ce0s1 CTPAHHO XKYTKO, XOTs Ta SIPKO ynbibanack. Tak
OBLITO C TeX TOP, KaK OHA BIEPBBIE BCTpeTUIA JIuguaHy.

— OHa cTpaHHas, OHa HeHopMasibHas. OHa 0YeHb CTPAHHO yIbI0aeTCs.

Kaxppii pa3 ClIyZKaHKH Ka4aJli I'OJIOBaMHU.

— Bamre BenmuyectBo, Jlenu Jluguana — Myapas XKeHIIVHA, HO OHA elle MoJiofa. [I710Xux ciiyxoB mIpo
Hee HeT. Baire BenuuecTBo, KaxeTcs, B ITOCIeIHee BPeMs cTajla 60ee YyBCTBUTENIBHOMU ITOCIIE
POXMOEHUs YeTBEePTOro IpUHIa.



HecMmoTps4 Ha TO, 4TO OHa Oblta O113Ka K MiMnepaTtpulle, CiykKaHKU PefKo MOAgepKUBaIU ee.
Wmnepatpuiia Oblyia BEIHYKIEHa [T0aBUTh CBOM TpeBoru. TeM He MeHee JluguaHa 4acTo ynbibanach
el 0e3 IpUYUHHL. YIIbIOKa C )KaAHBIMU T'JIa3aMi.

Y Hee 1o crirHe poOeKal X0JI0M0K, IIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJIO BEIpakKeHUe, KOTOpoe OBITI0 0YeHb TPYIHO
MIOHSATh. TaK YTO, IO BO3MOXKHOCTHU, OHA He MOSBIAIAaCh Ha MEPOIIPUATHSIX, KOTOPBIE ITOCeIaa
JInpuaHa. M BOT offHa Kbl OHA yCJIbIIIana oT OJIM3KOro MOMOIHKKA, 4To MMnepaTop 1 JIuanaHa
BCTpeTWINCh Ha Oany y I'pada Illymanukca.

— Onn JOJITO TaHIIEBAJIK, IIOTOM BMECTE BLIIIIIX Ha IIPOTYIIKY U OoJibIlle He BEPHYIIUCE.

Cpa3y ZXKe II0CJie TOTrO, KaK OHa YCIJIBIIIaJia 3Ty HCTOPHIO, OHa CHa4alla Onlna B APpOCTH, HO €€
MHTYHUILIMSA TOBOPHIIA:

«Bynb 0CTOPOXKHA, 3TO JIOBYILIKA».

OH 65171 iMIIepaTOpPOM, 0 KOTOPOM HUKOT'MIA He XOOWIH CIIYXH, YTO OH OBLI C IPYTOM KEeHIIUHOM.
BMmecte ¢ npaBunbHOU U TUXO0U JIupguanou. UMnepaTpulia cTapajiach 10 BO3MOXKHOCTU HE
BBICKa3hIBaTh HUYETr0. Kak HU B 4eM He ObIBajio, Kak OyOTO HUYEro He CIYYUIIOCh.

Ho 65110 111 310 IIpOCcTO 4yTheM? TeM Gosee uTo JIuguaHa OTKPHITO cobnasumia Mmmneparopa. Kak
OyaTO X0TEeJa YTO-TO YBUOETE.

— Kak 1 0XKupganoch, OHa 0XOTUTCS 3a MouM MecToMm! MecTto MMIiepaTpHUIlLL.. .

K VMimmepaTpuile ee oKpyKeHre OTHOCHUIIOCH KaK K ITallieHTKe C HeBp0o30oM. HUKTO He ITOHUMAT ee
0eCIIOKOKCTBA.

Jluguana JInTX¥ He MOXKeT OBITH TaKOH.

ViMmepaTpuiia, 0OJXKHO OBITE, IIPOCTO 3aBUAYET KPaCUBOM U Moyonou Jlemu.



Bce BcTanmu Ha CTOPOHY JIuguaHbl. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B TOT [IeHb, KOTMA ObIIA PACKPHITH 9TH
Hermogo0aoIye OTHOIIEHUs ¢ UMmepaTopoM, MMmepaTpuila CYacTIMBO PacCMesiiach, XOTs
HEBEPHOCTH ee MyxKa Obl/la pacKpHITA.

Ee moragka Ornlzia BepHa, OHa He cxoduia ¢ yma!

— Tlocnyura#, s 6b11a TpaBa, BepHO? OHA IEITaNAch 3anonyYuTh Moe! JIuneMepka!

Ho mrogu ckopee BcTanu Ha CTOPOHY JIupgaHbl JIMTXYM, aHT€IbCKOM KpacaBUIbl. MyX4YWHa U
JKEHIIMHA, Y KOTOPHIX eCTh IledabHas J1i000Bb, KOTOPas He MOXKeT OLITh peajii30BaHa.
VimmepaTpulla, 0XBaueHHasl peBHOCTHIO IIPU BUJIe 3TUX ABOUX, Oblyia 01M3Ka K TOMY, YTOOB COMTH C
yMa.

— V Jlegu JluguaHb JoMKHA Obly1a OBITH MPUYKMHA, YTOOH COEIaTh 3TO.

HMHepanI/IHa CXKaJla KYJIaKH TakK, 9YTO €€ OJINMHHBIE HOT'TU BIIMJINCH I"JIY60KO B JIaJOHU.

EcTp npruunHa! HeT HMKaKuX MIPUYMH [/ poMaHa!

I/IMHepanI/ILIa Ha MI'HOBE€HHKE IIOYYBCTBOBaAJIa OOBIMKY, IIOCJI€ OCTATOYHOTI' O 06pa3 IIpomIoro,
6YH.IeBaBH.Iel"O, KaK IITOPM.

— C BaMmu Bce B Iopsike?

Huzkui ronoc, 6yATO B Ieliepe, IpUBET ee B YyBCTBO. [leper Hel CUIeNT MOJIONOM YeJIOBEK, C JIUIOM,
KOTOpO€e OHa HeHaBHUfeJa.

«EcTb mpyrag upesd...»

HWMnepaTtpulla IpuKa3ajla HaJUTh Yal B IIYCTYI0 YalllKy, CTOSABIIYIO Ieper ActepoM. Ho Actep
Oonbllle He TPUKOCHYJICS K Hell.

— 4 YTOJIAII XKaXK[y, U TEIIePh 51 B IIOPsSAOKE.



Thl yBepeH, 4To ¢ ToOOM BCe B nopsake? MMmnepaTpuila 0OCMOTPESIa ero C TOJIOBH 10 HOT, YTOOH
HaWTH 4TO-HUOYOb CTpaHHOe B AcTepe. 3aTeM ACTep TPOMKO PacCMesiycs.

— 4 oTnuyHO uyBCTBYIO ce0s Gnaromaps TBoeii 3aboTe. A 4yBCTBYIO ce0s1 SHEPTUYHBIM U PafOCTHHIM
KaKIHIU IeHb.

AcTtep pa3Bell pyKaMH, II0OKa3bIBasi, YTO OH B OTJIMYHOU (POpMe.

B Pe3ylibTaTe Ha JIUIE I/IMHepanI/I]_IBI CTaJlx IIOABIIATBECA COMHEHUS...

«ITlouemy? Ilouemy? Trl Benp mui yau u3 Ksuncu!

CtedaH, KOTOPHIN HEKOTOPOE BpeMst MOJT4aJl, BCTAll Iepef 03aJaueHHoi MnepaTpuIes.

— KBuncu He paboTtaeTt Ha AcTtepe. Bame BemmuecTso.

WmnepaTpura 6pocusna Ha CtedaHa IONHEH I3 B3I,

— Yto0?

ToT, KTO HEKOTOpPOE BpeMs Ha3al IPUTBOPSAIICS, YTO HE 3HAET ee, CIIOKOMHO CMOTpPEII Ha
HWmMnepatpuy.

— 4 ckazan, yTo KBUHCH, KOTOPHIN OB CMEPTENIBHO OTlaceH Ay mofei u3 Llapctea [IyxoB, He
MOXKeT IPUYNHUTS Bpena [IpuHIry.

O6pa3 CredaHa, CTOSIIEr0 PsAoM ¢ ACTepoM, BhI3Bajl y MmepaTpulibl UCKPY HeHaBuCTU. OHa
YyBCTBOBaJa 3TO HYTPOM, IIPOCTO CMOTPS Ha Hero. CtedaH, 3TOT CYKUH CHIH HAaKOHEII-TO IIpefar ee.
OH moBepHYJICSA K He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHOMY peOeHKY, CUASIIEMY Tepey Hel.

«4 He BUOeNa Tebs TPHU I'0da, KaK U Thl MEHSI».

VimnepaTpuiia xotena youts CtedaHa mpsaMo B 3Ty CeKyHAY. He uMesno 3HaueHus, 4To nepen HEH
obi1 AcTep. MMnepaTpuila Hayana oymuTh CTtedaHa, CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAB CBOIO MaHy. HeT, oHa
TIBITAJIACh.

«4T0, uTO C TOOOU HE TaK?»

Bomnpeku ee HamepeHusM, co CtehaHOM HUYETO HE CITYUIUIIOCH.



«Marug He paboTaeT?»

Tonpko Torga MMmepaTpuila CMOrjia TOYyBCTBOBATh CKOIJIEHNE MaHbl, KOTOPOoe OyATO HUTHU OBLIM 110
BCeH KoOMHaTe.

«39TO0 6apbep, OH IIOOABIIA€T MO0 MalrHuiO».

AcTtep nomaBu 4aphl MMIepaTpuilsl ¢ TexX 1op, Kak OH BOIIEN B 9Ty KoMHaTy. Cuna Actepa
IIpeBOCXOAUIIa TO, 4YTO Moryia MMnepaTpuiia. ToJIbKO KOTja OHa II04yBCTBOBaia pa3HUlLly B CUJIe, OHa
Haudana 0oaTbca. MMnepaTpuiia cepauTo nocMoTtpena Ha Actep u CtedaHa HaIIpOTUB Hee.

— B koHIIe KOHII0OB, 3TO OLIIO TBOE MECTO.

CretaH ropbKo paccMesisiCs Hafi CJIoBaMu MMIepaTpuIls.

— He coBcewm, Bamre BenuuecTBo. 4 MpocTo X0TeN CKa3aTh BaM, YTOOB! BH IIPEKPATUIIHA CelYac XKe.

— YT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, TH X0Yelllh, YTOOH! 1 ITpeKpaTunia? Tl Harmer!

B3poxuys, Ctedan MenieHHO IPUOIU3UIICS K MMIepaTpulie 1 OMyCTUIICS Ha KOJIEHHU.

— HMMmnepaTpulla MHE KakK cecTpa. f He Xo4y, 4ToObl BaM yrpoxkasa OmaCHOCTb.

VimmepaTpuiia Onlna norpsiceHa. YTo OH TOBOPUT Telleph, KOTa faxe OTKPHITO Ipefan ee?

— KBuHCH M3HAYaIbHO He Mpou3pacTaja B MMnepuu Inpbaxa.

AcTep OmHSIICS CO CBOETO MECTa ¥ IOAOIIes K OMHOM U3 Ba3 B KOMHaTe MmmepaTtpulsl. B Base
cTtosinu KpacHble KBuHCH. OH BBITAILNII IIBETOK 13 Ba3Hl.

— OT0 OBIJIO pacTeHue, KOTOPOe He POCyIo faXe B ANMKe, TOe KIUMaT I10X0X Ha Jnbbaxa. CeMbs
XuIneT pacIpoCTpaHuia STOT IBETOB B ANTHKe.

AcTep yTKHyIach HOCOM B THIYMHKY ¥ IOHIOXaJIa 3amax. [JOHOCHICS CUIIbHBIN TOJI0BOKPYKUTEIbHEIN
apoMar.

— 4, 1 He MOHKMAIO, O YeM ThHI TOBOPHUIIB.

Actep nopouen K UMnepatpulie, KoTopasi OTBEPHYJIaCh.



— WMeHHO ceMbs XUIINIET aJalITUPOBaJla PACTEHUA, KOTOPEIE OBIIIO TPYOHO BREIPAIITMBATE U3-3d
paBJ’II/I‘-II/Iﬁ B KJIUMaTe.

Pyka AcTtepa KOCHYJIach KPACHHIX JIETTECTKOB. IIpUKOCHYBIIUCH K HUM, OH ITPOBEJT KOHUMKAMU
masblleB 1Mo opMe IBETKA.

— $1 He MOTY TTO3BONIUTE cebe CIyIIaTh IyCTHE CI0Ba 6€3 M0Ka3aTelbCTB.

ACTep YCMEXHYJICA CIIOBAM I/IMHepanI/IL{BI. OT ool YJ'IBIGKI/I Yy I/IMHepanI/II_IBI MypalllK#1 noOexkau 1o
KOXe.
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