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— 4 crpammuBar, KTO 9TO caenan ¢ Actepom!

I'pomko nipo3syuarn rojoc 'epuora JIutxu. ['osioc cTapuka OXpUIl U3-3a HOJIT0T0 KpUKa.
— T'epuor, AcTep TOJBKO YTO IPOCHYJICA. EMy HY>KHO OTHOXHYTE... X1011!

3BYK IIOIIEYUHEl 3BOHKO 0TO3BAJICS OT Ieku Putayca.

— THI... 4TO IIPOU30IIO, YTO ACTED CTasl TaKUM?

Putayc npoCTO CKJIIOHWUI TOJIOBY U HUYETO He CKa3all.

— OT0 13-3a HOXKa Oy1s 6ymaru... Actep 4yTh He yMmep. Eciu OBl Ie3BUe IIPOIII0 HEMHOTO TTTy0XkKe, OH
Obl yMEP MTHOBEHHO!

TCepuor JIUTX¥ C TUIIOM, ITOJTHEIM THEBA U TTeYay, 3aKpuyarl.
— Kyna gencs Ctedan?

AcTep MIBHIPHYJ KOJIOKOJIbYUK Ha IPUKPOBATHYIO TyMOOUKY, KakK O0ynro rojnoc ['epuora Jiutxu
pasgpaxar.

— IllyMHO, B T0JIOBE 3BEHUT.

Tepuor JIuTxu MoAoIes K BHYKY X HEXKHO IIOTJIa[XII ero 1o JuIlly. ['71a3a cTapuka OblIN ITOTHEL
mevarnii.

— Acrep... OegHsIKKa. YTO g MOTY cHienaThb?

B KoHIle KOHIIOB ACTepy He y[asioCh IOIyYUTh JeueHne OT Marudeckoro uenutens. Korma Credan
nucye3, Putayc BeI3Baa 0OBIYHOTO Bpaya [JIsi OKa3aHUs [TePBOM IIOMOIIY KaK MOXKHO cKopee. OnuH
ria3 AcTepa OCJIel, IOTOMY YTO €r0 BOBPEMS He HCIIEJINII MarudyeCKUy Bpady.

Tepuor Jlutxu cxogun ¢ yMa. [Ipu Buje OBSI3KY Ha OOHOW CTOPOHE KPaCHBOTIO JIUIla BHYKA y HETO
CKUMaJoch cepate. KpoMe Toro, ecnu Obl HOXK 71 pa3pe3aHus Oymaru, IpOH3UBIIKI ri1a3 ACTepa,
BOILIEJT YyTh TNTy6Ke, OH OB yMep.

— 4 Haliny Tebe gpyroro nenutens. He BOIHYyMCS, S UCIEI0 TBOU T'Ja3.

I'maza 'epiiora HamoMHUIUCH ciie3amMu. KakuM Ol OoraThIM HU OBITT aPUCTOKPAT, OH He MOT OBICTPO
HAHSTh MAaru4eckoro mokTopa. OH XOTeN cpa3y ke 3aXKMYPHUTh Ila3a, HO He CMOT, TaK 4YTO EMY
IIPUIIIIOCH HEJIeTKO.

— He Hago, ocTaBb MEHS B IIOKOE.

AcTep yBepHYJICS OT IPUKOCHOBeHUS fena. [lo nuiy I'eprora JIuTxy, Ka3anocsk, 4TO OH BOT-BOT
3aljayder.

Kaxkoe-To BpeMs XKu3HU AcTepa HUYTO He yrpoxaso. Kpome Toro, B ocjaefHUN AeHb IEepef
oThe3noM Putayc u Ctedan Ovinu B ['epIiorcTBe, IO3TOMY OH ITIOBEPUI UM U MCIBITAJl HEKOTOPOE
obneryeHue.



— THI Beb BUEN 9TO, He Tak Mu? KTO TOT YenoBeK, KOTOPHIH CcOenan 3To ¢ AcTepom?

Ha 9TOT pas crapsii I'epliior mompalBal TOPHUYHEIX U CITYT. B IeHb TPaBMEBI 9TaXk, Ha KOTOPOM OBLIT
AcTep, mycToBas. 9To AcTep He TO3BOJIMII HUKOMY IIPOUTH [axe 0 KOPUOopy. Tak 4To IepcoHan He
BU[IEJI, KTO HaHeC Bpexd AcCTepy.

OpHaKo clyra OCTOPOXXHO Mpubnu3uncs K ['epuory.
— Ha Bpewms, noka ['epriora He OBIIO... KXa!

B 3TOT MOMEHT cTe0eib PACTEHHUST, KOTOPHIN He SICHO OTKYZa B3SJICS, BRITSHYJICS U OOBUIICS BOKPYT
IIeX CIIyTH.

— Kxa, ut0? I'e-replior...Kaxabli. ..

Cnyra ¢ TpynoM pa3xkan cte0elb pacTeHus, BUCEBIIET0 Y Hero Ha 1iee. ['epiior JIutxu 06epHYICS U
rmocMoTpenl Ha Actepa. Kak u 0xxupianocs, ACTep yCTaBUIICS Ha CIIYT'y OGHUM OCTABIIUMCS IJIa30M.

— Ecnu npogomKuils TOBOPUTE, TBOS KU3Hb 3aKOHUUTCS B 9Ty K€ CEeKyHTy!
— IIpekpatu, Actep!
Putayc mo6exasn u oCTaHOBUII ACTep. B CITOXKUBIIENCS CUTYALUK CIIyTa MOT JIETKO YMEPETh.

Opnnako 1enbio Actepa Ha 3ToT pa3 6su1 Putayc. Teno Purtayca, mpubnu3usiueecs: K ACTepy,
OTJIETEJIO B CTOPOHY, KaK OYATO ero KTo-T0 OpPOCUI. YIapuBIIKCh O CTEHY, OH yIas Ha IOoJI,
IIPOKaTHUBIINUCH 10 HEMY HECKOJIBKO pas.

BHe3amHbIM TOCTYTIOK AcTepa moTpsic u ['epiiora JIuTxu, U nMroged, 0XpaHsIBIIAX CIIaIbHIO. ITO OBITIO
IIOTOMY, 4TO ACTep BIIepBHIE NIPOSIBUII TAaKOE IIOBEJleHKe 10 OTHOLIEHUIO K Putaycy.

— Xy...

Putayc ¢ Tpymom nogusiics. OgHaAKO ero riasa, oopalleHHble K ACTepy, ObUIH ITeYaibHHL.
— ...He fenau 3TOr0, ACTep.

AcTep 3apriya, 4ToOw PuTayc He mogxomun 6muxe.

— Trl MHe He HyXKeH, IIpefaTerb.

AcTep, HEPBHO BCKOYHUB C KPOBATH, TSIKEJIBIM IIaroM MpuOIN3uicsa K OXpaHHUKY. B 3epkaie Obl10
BUMIHO, KaK OJJHY CTOPOHY €ro JIKIla 3aKPHIBajia MepeBsi3Ka.

— ...MeHs HeHaBUOENH, IIOTOMY 4YTO 4 TaK BBRITTIAOE]I.

I'epuor JIuTxu He 3HaJ, KOro uMeJ B BULy Actep. OH IPOCTO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO [IOBEIEHUE €0
BHYKa Ceryac 04eHb OIacHO.

Torga B 9TOT MOMEHT.

AcTep mocTasn u3 SKKa CTOIa HOXKHHUIIEL, ITO OBIIM OCTPHIE CAaJOBbIe HOKHMUITE, KOTOPEIMU ACTEp
YacTo I0JIh30BaJICs, UTOOB coOMpaTh LIBETH B cafy. I'epiior JIuTxu yaouBuics, Korga ACTep BOPYT
BBIHYJI UX.



— Her, HeT!
I'epuor JIuTxu noameTen U cxBaTuA AcTepa 3a 3alsACThe C HOXKHULIAMHU.
— Otnoyctu!

AcTep, mepKaBIIKUK HOXKHUITE, U ['eprior JINTXU IHITABIIMICS €r0 OCTAHOBUTD, Hadyaii 60POThCS.
OcTpele IpeaMeT yrpoxKamwlile paCKauyuBauCh.

— YrTo0 TH fenaelb, OCTaHOBUCH AcTep!

Putayc, KOTOpHIY OB HE B JIy4YIlIEM COCTOSTHUY, 3aKpU4aJl, IOIMaTHBasCh. ITO OBII MOMEHT, KOT'la
CIyTH, 3aMeplire B cTpaxe nepen ActepoM, OOSIIUCE IIEIOXHYTHCS.

Bbax.

Teno T'epuora JIuTxu ymnano Ha 10J1 BO BpeMsi 60pb0LL ¢ AcTepoM. ACTep, paBHOAYIIHO
IIOCMOTPEBIIXY Ha [efia, CHOBa IIOBEPHYJICA K 3epKany. HoxkHulk B pyKe AcTepa KOCHYJIUChH €T0
BOJIOC.

Pe3b-pess.

[INvHHLIE PO30BEIE BOJIOCH ACTepa CO 3BYKOM PEXYIIUX JIe3BUY YIIalu Ha IOJI.

— Acrtep!

Yousnennsiu ['eprior JInTxu MOOHSAJCS M CXBATUII BHYKa 3a pyKy. Pyka ['epiiora gpoxana.
— Cro#, ocTaHOBUCH. [loxkanyiucTa...

He ycnen oH OMOMHUTECS, Kak AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH AcCTepa CTajld KOpode, CJIOBHO UX Chejla KphIca.
— {1 HeHaBUXY ux!

Tonoc AcTtepa, KOTOPHIH CHUIBHO TOHUIHUJIICS, OB 3aIepT.

— 41 He X04y Tax BHI[JIANETH, OeOyIIKa.

JIaar!

HoxHuune! u3 pyk AcTepa ynanu Ha 1noji. OH BCIIOMHUII IIOCIENHIOI BCTpeuy ¢ Kaitnou. OHa
[IaHUKOBAJIa 13-3a KPOBOTEYEHUS U He IIOHMMaJla, 4YTOo JelarTh...

— Tebe HY>KHO CPOYHO UCILIENIUTHCH.

AcTep He MOT CKa3aTh, ObIIM JIU €r0 BOCIIOMUHAHUS UJITI03UEeN UK PeasibHOCThi0. OH YBUOET U0
Kaitnel, mosmHOe 6eCIIOKOMCTBA O HEM, KOTOPOe, Ka3ajloch, BOT-BOT pacmiayercs. Kak Ovl eMy
XO0TeJIOCh, YTOOEI 3TO OBLI0O HAa CaMOoM [ejie.

Acrep olnynasn PyKo# IepeBsi3aHHy0 paHy U YXMBUIbHYJICS.

— 4 He Oyny neuuTcs.



— Acrep!

B3pesen I'epuor JIutxu.

— 4 moCTaTOYHO XOPOLIO BUXKY ONHUM TI'JIa30M.

OcraBuB gefylKy, ACTep yCTaBUJICS Ha CBOe OTPazKeHHE B 3epKarle.
— ...4 orman Tebe cBol rnas.

AcTep cHOBa cKa3a 4T0-To, 4ero ['epuor JIuTxu He MOT IOHATS.

— 3HayuT, Tebe HyKHO 3alJIaTUTh 3a 3TO.

®uoeTOBLIM I'NTa3, KOTOPHIM OB HEe CKPHIT ITEPEBSI3KOM, OIeCTETT.

— ¢ HUKOrIa He CHaloCh.

B ogHoM ria3y Actepa BCIBIXHYJ (PHOJIETOBHIM OTOHEK, ¥ OH yNBIOHYICS. ['epror JIMTXM BOCKITUKHYT,
o0HMMas BHyKa, KOTOPHEIA O0pMOTAJ YTO-TO HEIIOHSATHOE.

— Kt0? K10 9T0 Cmenain ¢ To6oi?

AcTtep OBIT OIIeIOMJIEH B O0BATUAX Oefa.

— Oto UMnepaTtpua unu Mmnepartop?

Crapsriii ['eprior KuBHYJI, He YCJIBIIIAB HY CJIOBA U3 YCT BHYKA.

— TlousTHo, aTo UMnepaTputia. [TonkiTKa yOUTH MOETO BHYKA. [IpefgaTesnsb, KOTOPHIM IPSTANCS B
Hallle} ceMbe, HaKOHEeIl-TO IIOLIeBeInICcs!

I'epuor JIuTxy Bepui B TO, BO UTO XOTeJ BepuTh. HeHaBuCTh K UMmiepaTopy u UMmepaTpulle,
KOTOPYIO OH BCerpa IuTajl, OCJIeNnIa ero.

Actep u Putayc 3Hanu npaBfy, HO He MOTJIM €€ CKa3aTh. Bce mMOTOMY, YTO OHU He XOTENIM 3aCTaBUTh
I'eprora JIutxu HeHaBUOeTh Kaiiny.

Ho yepes HeckonbKo aHelM Putayc u Actep 6ymyT coxkaneTh 0 CBOEM MOJTYaHUM. ITO MPOU3OIIIIO U3-
3a TOT0, YTO OHU CJIMIIKOM JIETKOMBICIIEHHO OTHECJIUCH K THeBY ['epriora JIUTXU 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K
HWMnepaTopCcKoMy OBOPILY.

Korpa oHM 3TO MOHSIIH, OBITIO Y2Ke MO3THO.
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[Taru MMmepaTpHIlE JOCTUTIM MaJIeHbKOM KOMHATH B YIJIy ee JBopIia. iMmepaTpuila mpuBeia BO
IIBOPEI] TOJIBKO OMHOT'0 CBOETO CIIYTY, Pa3MePOM C MeABENS.

— Orcroga s mougy OfgHa.

YemnoBek ¢ (pHUOMTETOBHIMY BOJIOCAMH U TIOBSI3KOM OBITT 3aMeYeH, KOT/la OHa BOIIJIa B KOMHATY, KOT/ia
€€ TIOKUHYJIH CIIyTH.

— Credasn.



HMst 9TOT0 YerioBeKa CIIeTeNo ¢ yCT MIepaTpuIls.
— BBITh Marom u He UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTH 3aJIEUUTh PaHy, JKaJkKo.
['ma3a x0JI0[HOT0 NHlla KOCHYIuCh paHbl CTedaHa.

— Pana rny6xe, yeM s gymail... d CIUIIKOM CTapajics UCIHENUThCS C TOMOIIBI0 MaHbl, HO paHa He
3aXKuBaa.

XonogHbIH IOT BEICTYNHA Ha nuie CtedaHa. OH NIPUKPHIT PYKOU XKMUBOT ITOBSI3KOM.

— OTO COTBOpHUIJIA Ta [eByllIKa U3 ceMbu «BecTta»?

CredaH KUBHYIIL.

— Ecnu Ha Tebs Hamamu U ofgepkaiy mobemy, MOXKeT JIU 3HAYUTh, 4TO OHa Macrtep IIlyaTT?

— Maruueckasi ceTb KpallHe HEeyCTOW4YMBa.

— XM...

ViMmepaTpulla HaxMypuJila ogHy 0poBb. MyKuKHa BCTPEBOKEHHO IIOCMOTpeI Ha MMmepaTpuily.
— Tl yBepeH, 4TO MaJIbYUK IOCTpajan?

Credan yBumen, Kak ryosl IMepaTpHIIbl TOIOJI3TTA BBEPX.

— 4 YBE€PEH, TaK YTO HET HUKAKHUX COMHeHUl. UCTOUYHUKH TOBOPST, 9TO ACTep HaXOOUTCSA B TaKOM
KPUTHUYIECKOM COCTOAHHNHU, YTO €My CPOYHO HY2XK€EH MaruyecKui IeIUTeNb.

Ctedan oTBeTHI, OMyCcTUB rooBy. OH He XOTeJ MOKa3kiBaTh K0 MmepaTpulle, KOToa eMy
XOTEeJI0Ch HeMeNITIEHHO 6exkaTh K ACTepy.

Ho MMmnepatpuiia mpoTsHyIa PyKy u rpy6o cxBaTtuia Ctedana 3a mog6opomok. I'masza MmnepaTpuirst
CY3HIIHCE.

— ITO0 0YeHb MI0X0. THI, MOMKHO OBITh, BCETIa XOTEN 3aIUTUTE €T0...

Credan, Ha MTHOBEHME BCTPETUBIIUCH B3TNISIOOM ¢ iMmepaTpullel, CHOBa OMYyCTHII Tla3a.

— Pa3Be BHI He 3HaeTe, 4TO 5 BCcerga npemaH Mmnepartpuiie?

— Her, 51 He 3Ha10?

— l'ocnoguH AcTep He caenan HA4ero IIjI0Xoro.

['y6rr UMIiepaTpHUIlEl BHITSHYIUCEH B IJIMHHYIO0 TOPU30HTAJIbHYIO IMHUIO IIPH cioBax CtedaHa.
— To, 4TO OH poAUIICS, YK€ JelaeT ero BUHOBHBIM.

VimmepaTpuila kpenko cxBatuia Ctedana 3a mogO0poI0K, OCTABIISS CIAEOBl OT HOT'TeH.

— Cpenaii Bce mpaBwiIbHO. Tebe Nydilie He BpaTh MHE.

— Mot nocnenuuii Beioop — Ee BenmudecTso. IloxXKanyiicTa, IOBEPHTE.



WMmepaTpuila OTIyCTHIa YemocTh CTedaHa, KOTOPYIO Aepxkaia B pyke. M3-3a ee OCTPHIX HOTTEH ero
mom0opOoIoK 3abomer.

— §] He 3a0BIBAI0 0 MUJIOCTH CEMbU XHUJITIET.
WmnepaTtpuila BCKHHYIa T0AO0PONOK U PACCMesiach.
— Tol Bemb 3HaEIb, YTO S TepIiesia TBoe HeloOpoe COYYBCTBUE, He TaK JIU?

Credan BexkuBo KuBHYJ. [Ipomio yxke 17 net ¢ Tex nmop, Kak CtedhaH HapyLUIu IpUKa3
ViMmepaTpullsl ¥ coxpaHuil ACTepy XKK3Hb. MiMniepaTpuiia Obljla HELOBOJIbHA 3TUM, HO, IIOCKOJIBKY
AcTep He MelIan e, oHa octaBuna CtedaHa. [JocTaTOYHO OBIJIO iepkKaTh TOIHKO ITOBOLOK, YTOOR
yOUTH ero B M000¥ MOMEHT.

— 4 3Haw. Ho Baie BenvyectBo UMmepaTpula...

VimMmepaTpulla BEITHPaja HOCOBEIM IIJTaTKOM Imof0oponok CredaHna.
— AcTep roBOPUT, 4YTO yXKe 3HaeT. UTo 4... IpefaTeb.

— KT0 370 cka3an? MajleHbKUY MaJIbYuK?

HWMnepaTtpulla pe3KO HaKJIOHUIA TOJIOBY.

— Tak cka3zana Jlegu Becra.

— Hy u uguot. Thl B 3TO BepUlllb?

Credan Bcriomuun nuio Kaitnel Becta B ToT meHb. Ee omexkma Oblyla B HECKOJIBKUX MECTaX B ISTHAX
KPOBH, a I'7la3a MOKpacHeH, Kak OyITO OHa MHOTO IIJTaKaa.

— {1 He gymalo, 4TO 3TO JIOXKB.
— I'mynocTs.

HWmnepaTtpuiia nocmorpesa Ha CtedaHa, KOTOPHIM C TPYAOM IIPUIIOTHSJICS Ha KpoBaTU. BOT mouemy
MBI MOXK€EM UMETh AeJI0 C MaJleHbKOU ceMbel JINTXH, KOrfja OHA HaM HYKHBI?

— Torpa Mel ucnionb3yem KBuHCH.

Hackonbko e¥t u3BecTHO, KBUHCH OB CMEpPTENbHEIM oM miis momed LlapcTea [yxoB. LIBeTOK,
youBImi JIuguany, y KOTopo# OblT poMaH ¢ FiMiiepatopoM, KOTOpEIe IIOOEWCTBYET U Ha ee ChIHA.
ViMmepaTpulla yoBIETBOPEHHO YIBIOHY Iach, BCIOMHMB, KaK KBUHCH 1IBENI B ee OpaHXKepee.

— OH B KpUTHYECKOM COCTOSIHMM, TaK YTO HUYETO 0COOEHHOTO AesaTh He Hafo. Brimo 651 X0poIIo,
€CJId OH yMep.

JIumo CtedaHa UCKa3UI0Ch, KaK OyATO OH ObUI oropueH MMnepaTpuiie.

— Korpma nmpupmeT BpeMsi, MHI IOIKHEL 0e3 KojieOaHu IPUHSTE penleHue. f He ocTaBimio Te0s, eciu
THI Oymelnb KonebaTbCs Haxke TOTHA.



Pyxa MmMnepaTpuiisl IpoTSHyNIach K ronose Ctedana.
— He 3a6rniBait, 4TO TH MHe HeOe3pa3nruyeH.
VmnepaTtpulia ApyKeCKy IOTIafiufia ero 110 ToJI0oBe.
— [ToToMy 4uTO g cyuTaw Te6sT CBOUM POTHLIM OPATOM.

Credan 3akphli I71a3a, yCIbIIaB cjioBa MiMmepaTpuilsl. 3aTeM B ABEPD IIOCTyYall CIyra
NmmepaTpulsL.

— ...Bame BennuectBo UMIepaTpuiia.

— Yo npoucxogut?

HWMnepaTtpulia IOBHICKIIA TOJIOC U BHITJISIHYJIA 3@ OBEPb.

— T'epuor JIlutxu... OH monpocun o Bctpede ¢ Bamu, Baire BenuuectBo MMmnepaTpuiia.
Bripaxenue nuila MMmepaTpuilsl K3MeHUI0Ch. MHTEpECHO, YTO I'1a3a OBl HafMEHHBIMH.
— O, oH mpulllen, He TOBOPS HU C0Ba? B 3TOT mo3mHuM 4ac...

— 4 sToro He cneian... «I[IpocTo cenvac s gonxeH yBuaeTs UMnepartopa.»

— OH — 4eJIOBEK, He UMEIIINY HUKAKOro 3HaueHus1. CKaxu eMy, YTOOB IPUXOOUIT 3aBTPa.

WMmepaTpuily MHTepecoBaa MPUYUHA, T0 KOTOPOii ['eprior JIUTXM TOCETHIT €€, HO OHA He MPHHSIIA
pock0y 0 BCTpeye.

— Baiie BenugecTBo I/IMnepanHua... On TOBOPHUT, YTO BEI OOJIZKHBEI BCTPETUTHCA C HUM cenyac.

T'omoc ciyru cnerka gpozai. [IouyBCTBOBaB YTO-TO CTpaHHOe, iMnepaTpulla MOBEPHYIa PYYKY U
OTKpHUTa iBepb. OHa yBuAena nobnenHeBmero cayry. OH BHTJIAAEN TaKUM BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM, YTO HE
TIOXONIXJI HAa MeJBeNsl.

[ToropuTte, a KakK crofa MOr nonacth ['epuor JIMTXY U IPOCUTH O BCTEYe?

9To0 OB mBOpPEI] MMIepaTpuIlkl, Kyaa faxe Onuxaulie POACTBEHHUKY He MOTJIM ITOTacThk 6e3 ee
paspelnenus. Tak 4To HUKTO He CMOXKET IpuexaTh, YTOObl JOCTaBUTh BU3UT ['epriora JIutxu. 910 ObINI
MOMEHT, Korga ViMnepartpuiia 3an10f0o3puia HellafgHoe.

Bax!

KpoBb OpBI3HYIIa Iepe Hell CO 3BYKOM CITYCKOBOT'O KpPIouKa. Korga pocielil ciayra pyxHyJ, 3a ero
CIIMHOU MOKa3aJICS CTaphid ['epIior.

— ...I'epuor JIuTxu.

IIpoxaiee pyxbe ['epriora Halenunocs Ha MMnepaTtpuiy.
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