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HaCTYHI/IH paccBerT. XKurtenu OEPEBHU YIIOXKHUIIN T€X, KTO HE MOT' IBUT'ATHCs, B TEJIETH. OXOTHHUKH,
KOTOpPBI€E HEMHOI'O BOCCTAHOBUIJIM CBOM CHIJIBI, IIOTAHYT WX, KOT'Jda OHH OTIIPABATCA B rOPOQN BHC—)KCTOYH.

"CTapeiillinHa, TH YBEePEH B 9TOM?" - CIIPOCUJ OOuH U3 xkuTejeil. OH ObUT He eQUHCTBEHHBIM, KTO
COMHEBAJICSI, CTOUT JIM OBUTAThCI B CTOPOHY 3TOT0 Topofa. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHU IMTPOXKUIIN B 9TOU
IepeBHe BCIO CBOXO XKU3Hb.

"He To uT00H! y Hac Obin BeIOOp". CTapeliiiiHa fepeBHU B3NoxHYI. "Ecnu v Tebst ecThb crmocod yOuThb
9TUX BaCUJIMCKOB, TO JEUCTBYHU".

Myxk4rHa HaXMypUJICS ¥ 3aKycu ry0y. "[loyeMy 3T 4y[OBHILA BOPYT CHAEJANHA 3TO MECTO CBOUM
noroBoM?" B ero ronoce 3By4as rues. "Ecnu Obl 9T yOIIONKY He IPUILIHN, MBI OBl Y2Ke ITpa3IHOBaIH
KOHel 3UMHBI! JTa JepeBHs, KOTOPY0 OCHOBAJIA HalllX IpeaKu..."

CrapeullIvHa TPOHYJI MyXKUYMHY 3a Ij1e4o0. "- [loTuine". BOKpyr HuX HECKOJIBKO 3pUTEJIed Hayalu
IIPUCITYIINBATLCS K Pa3roBopy. "He m03BoNIAUTE OeTAM YCIBIIATh Bac. B 0TIM4ue 0T Hac, CTapuKOB,
y HUX ellle BCS XKU3Hb Brepenu. OHY ellle MOTYT HayaTh BCE C YUCTOrO IuCTa. MBI He [TOJIXKHEI
II03BOJIATH HAIlleH IIPUBA3aHHOCTH K 9TOH JE€PEeBHE MeIllaTh UM XKHUTh. }Kaﬂb, HO MBI OOJI2KHBI
OTIIYCTUTH 9TO MecT0". OH IIOCMOTpEJI B Ty CTOPOHY, I'le CTOSIJT MOJIOAOY YeJIOBEK C CepedpSHBIMU
BoJIocaMu. "Boru elie He ocTaBUM Hac. Kak TOMbKO MBI BEIOEpeMCsl U3 3TOT0 3aTPYIHUTENIbHOTO
IIOJIOKEHU S, Hallle IieMs BO3HeceT MOIUTBE bory Jleca".

MyX4rHa TOXKe ITOCMOTPes Ha MOJIOHOoro ABopsiHuHA. OH y2Ke CJIBIIIA O HeM PaHbIIe: T0X0XKe, 3TOT
I0HOIIIa GBI TpaBUTENIEM TOPoaa K BOCTOKY OT 3TOTO MeCTa, HeflaJieKo 0T beCKoHeuHOro Jeca.
YOuBUTEBHO, HO B OT/IMYHE OT OOJIBIIMHCTBA OBOPSH, 3TOT MOJIOIOM YeJIOBEeK He OBbIIT HU
BLICOKOMEPHBIM, HU CHUCXOIUTENIBbHEIM. XOTSI OH flepKaJiCs KaK IIPaBUTENb, XKUTENIU IePEBHU
YYBCTBOBAJIU €TI0 UCKPEeHHEee KeJlaHue TOMOYb MM,

"Jlapk Mapkyc", - mpo6opMoTan KpecThbsHUH. "CTapeiiiria, MOXKeT JI OH ObITh YIEHOM 3TOU
ceMbu?"

CrapeiimuHa pacudecasn 6opony. "BeposTHOCTL 3TOTO BEICOKA".

Vims ceMbu MapKyc OBIJIO TAaKUM K€ U3BECTHHIM, KaK ¥ UM KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbH. [laxe B UX
yeIUHEHHO! [iepeBHE MOCPeH Jieca O HUX CIIBIIIAIIH.

"Ho 4TO 4esioBeK C TaKKUM IIPOIIILIM AeflaeT B 93ToM MecTe? B aToM ropoge?”

CrapeiiivHa IToKa4daJj ronoBou. " He 3Haw. Ho 9T0 yke He BaxHO0". OH IPUKPUKHYJI Ha IIapy
MOJIOOLIX nmromer. "YTo BH menaete? Bo3pmute ¢ coboi TOILKO caMoe Heobxomumoe!"

IeTy B3OPOTHYJIX U 3allleNTaauch Mexknay coboi. "I, s ke roBopuil! Ml He MOXKEM B3SITh 3TO C
cobom!"

"Ho, MoXkeT OBbITh, MBI MOTJIM OBl ITPOCTO HECTU UX? f yBepeH, YTO cTapeinrHa He OygeT mpoTus!"

CrapelimuHa mo4ecas rojoBy ¥ HalpaBuics K HUM. "HaM moHagoOsATCs Tenery, 4ToOb BE3TH TeX,
KTO HE B COCTOSTHMH ABUTaThCs. Kpome enrl, Oosblile HUYEro ¢ co0oit He OGepute".

"Ho crapenmuHa!"



"HeyKemnu BH IPEANOYTETE OCTaBUThL cebe 3TU UTPYIIKH, YEM ITO3BONIUTH AHAHAPE KOMGOPTHO CIIaTh
B II0BO3Ke?"

Bormpoc cTapelimHbl 3aCTaBUI UX TYT XKe IIepeayMarTh.

"KoneuHo, Het!"

"9t10 pagu AHaHOpHL.. Bce! Cnymaiite crapeumuny! OctaBbTe Tux!"
"Mal"

Bce meTu B 9T0# epeBHE 0YeHDb BOCXUINAINCH AHAHIPOM, CAMBIM CHIBHBIM BOMHOM HX IJIEMEHH.
XoTsi OHH OBIIM MOJIOABI, OHH SICHO ITIOHKMMAJIM, YTO e€CJIx OBl He OH, OJIOKMPOBABINNH HallaleHue
BaCHUIMCKa, OHU OBl y2Ke OBIJTA MEPTBHL.

CrapeiilinHa TOCMOTpPEII Ha MOBO3KY, B KOTOPOM Haxofgulachk AHaHOpa. 'MoJofou JI0pA yKe OOJIXKeH
OBbLT 3aKOHYUTH BTOPYIO YaCTh JIeYeHUSI, BEPHO?"'

CrapelilrHa pelIui IPOBEPUTh COCTOSTHIE paHEeHOTo BouHa. Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, IPOBEPUB IIOBO3KY,
MOJIO[I0M OJTarOPOIHBIM BHIIIEN U3 HEeE.

"A, Momogo#u moph", - ckasan crapeumuHa. "Kak oun?"

Jlapk BeITEp TIOT cO n16a. "Temepsb oH OymeT B 6e3omacHOCTH. [TpoHaeT ellle HECKOJIBKO THEH, MOXKET,
Heflens, Ipexae YeM OH IIpuaeT B cebs”.

CrapeiimuHa B30oxHYNI ¢ o0nerdenueM. "I[ToHsATHO. 4 o4eHb paf 3To cabimaTh. Crnacubo."

"TIpuroTOBNEHUS 3aKOHUYEHH?" - crrpocut JIapk. "4 ¥ MOu 0K TOTOBH OTIIPABUTLCS B IIYTh B JIt000€
Bpems"

"[Ma." CrapeuiynHa KUBHY. "MBI IPOCTO XAEM CUTHAJIa MOJIOAOTO JIopha'.

IIT ')II H IIC 6 M _ n
ak 1mu 310?" Jlapk ornagencd. "Ckaxu BceM coOpaThCs 3aech. MHe HYKHO KOe-4TO UM CKa3aTh".

"Kak noxemnaete".

Bckope Bce xuTenu mepeBHU coOpanuch nepeqn Jlapkom. OHu OB SIBHO HCTOINEHE!, U B UX I'Jla3ax
YUTAJICS CTPAX.

"TlocnymaiiTe", - ckasan Jlapk. "fl yBepeH, 4To BCe 3HAIOT - B HACTOSAIIEEe BpeMS B 9TOM JieCy 00UTa0T
IBa BaCWIKCKa. TOT, C KOTOPEIM MEL CpaXkKajlucCh paHblile, - caMell. Celiyac OH paHeH, U Ha ero M0JIHoe
BBI3JIOPOBJIEHNE YUIET Hemens unu 6osnbiie. [Ipo6ieMa B camke. XOTSI KaXKeTCs, UYTO OHA PEOKO
TIOKUMIaeT THE3MI0, BCE XKe JIydllle IOATOTOBUTHCS K XyAIINM 00CTOSATebCTBaM .

Jlapk 1mocMoTpesa Ha HUX BO BCe IJla3a. "4 ckaxy npsMo. MHe Hy>KHEL XKepPTBH".
Bcex mocTturno monyauue.

"Celfuac 51 HEHOCTATOYHO CUJIeH, YTOOBI 3aLTUTUTh KaXKI0ro U3 Bac", - ckasas Jlapk. "Camka
BaCUJ/IMCKa HaMHOTO CUJIbHee caMlla. Eciiu oHa HamafeT Ha Hac 110 [opore 13 9TOro jieca, TO
HaBepHsSKa OyAyT XKePTBHI".

"3HAYUT, THI MPOCHUIITH KOTO-TO M3 HAC 3afiepxkKaTh ero, oka Bce OymyT yoeraTs?" - cka3zan Banak. Ha



€ro CIIKMHe BUCeJ KOI4YaH, HallOJIHEHHBIN cTpeflaMu. "4 coenaro 3To".
Ilpyrue oXOTHUKY KUBHYNH. "4 ToXe".

"d Toxe".

Bcero Ov110 1eBSITH JOOPOBOJIBIIEB.

"CaMKa BacuIucKa o0yiaiaeT ClioCOOHOCThI0 OKaMeHeBaTh. BaM HYKHO IIOCTOSIHHO IBUTATHCS, YTOOHI
n30exaTh 3aKnuHaHusA. OCcTaBalTeCh CIUIIKOM [IOJIT0 IO €T0 B3TJISIA0M, U Bl IPEBPATUTECH B
KaMeHb". HeCKObKO XKUTeNel JepeBHN MpayHo IIOCMOTPEeNH Ha J0OpoBOIbIIEB. "Bee BH, CKOpee
BCero, yMpeTe. Brl Befb 3HaeTe 06 aToM?"

ITepBeiM oTBeTUN Banak. "M&uI 3HaeM."
"Ho ecnu 9T0 caceT XXKuU3Hb MOEH XeHe U OeTsIM...", - CKa3ajl APyrol OXOTHUK.

Jlapk HauMHAJI0 HPABUTHLCS 3TO IyieMs. B oTnuyue oT 6OMBIIMHCTBA JIIOfIel, 3Ta rPyIIa BEICOKO
IleHUJIa 4eCTh. X pelInMOoCTh 3alUTUTh CBOMX OfIHOCENIbYaH ¥ CeMbIO ObIJIa TEM, YTO PEeKO
BCTPEYAETCS B HAIIle BPeMs.

"BymeM HafesiThCS, YTO cCaMKa He HalafleT Ha Hac", - cka3ain Jlapk. "M30eraiite TUIIHETO LIyMa,
KOrZla MBI OyZeM BHIXOOUTD U3 jieca. Haima 11esb - oOpaThCs 40 IIaBHOM AOPOTH [0 KOHIla AHSA. Bcem
IIPUTOTOBUTHCA. MEI BEIe3KaeM".

MHOTOYKCIIEHHEIE TEJIETH, 3aNPSXKEHHbIe MyKYNHAMY U XXKEHIUHAMHY, Havyallk Bbe3XKaTh U3
nepeBHU. Koryja OHY HOCTUTTIM Jieca, OCTIBIIIANICS IPOXO0T, KOTHa IepeBIHHbIE KoJleca yIapsiuch O
TIOKPHITYIO KOPHSIMU 3€MJTIO.

Paccset OrIcTpO mpolresn. HacTymun mongeHb, 1 BCe 0CTAHOBHUIMCEH, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTH CHIIHL. OHU
IIPOIIIK y2Ke U3PSIAHOE PACCTOSIHUE, YIaIUBLIIUCE OT JIOTOBa BaCUIMCKOB.

"CrapeiiliiHa, HeyKeJId MBI HE CMOXKeM HUYEero CheCTh, IT0Ka He JobepeMcs [0 TJIaBHOM moporu?" -
cka3zas Aptyc. "TeTs yxkKe DaBHO CTOHET OT I'0JI0fia BHYTpHY OBO3KU. CTaplias cecTpa ToXe Takas.
KoHeuHO, MBI MOKEM B35ITh HEMHOTO JKapeHOoro KabaHa ¥ HAaKOPMHUTH JTIofen".

CrapenivHa B3goxHy. " nmoHuMaro, monogou. Ho I'ocnopuH siCHO CKa3asl HaM He OTKPHLIBaTh
MeIIKY ¢ naikoM. OH He x0Tes 6e3 HyK[bl TPKUBIIEKATh YYOOBUIN. ITO IPUCKOPOHO, HO HAaM
IIPUAETCS IOTEPIETH, TIOKa MbI He o6epeMcsi 1o IIaBHOM moporu”.

ApTyc He ObUI yOOBIETBOPEH OTBETOM, HO BCe Ke KUBHYJI. OH BEPHYJICS K TpYIIe JeTel U epenant
VM TO, YTO YCJIBIIIAN OT CTAPEUIINHEL.

Jlapk gBakK{bl XJIOMHYJ B Tagowu. "OTObIX OKOHYeH. BrigBurauTecs".

Ins XKuTeney NepeBHH, UCTOIIEHHBIX 3@ HECKOJIBKO Heflesb, 9TOT My Th ObLT TSIKEIBIM, TOYTH
My4uTeabHEIM. ECiu OBl He ITHUP, KOTOPHIM OHU IIOJTYYMIIM IIPOIIION HOYbIO, ¥ HUX He OBbIJI0 OBl CUJT Ha
TaKOU JOoNruil myTh. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, XKeJjlaHKe BBIXKUTH TOJIKAJIO UX BIEper.

BEICTPO IIPOIeTEeTI0 HECKOIBKO YacoB, ¥ K CyMepKaM OHH, HaKOHEI, T06PaUuCh [0 TJIABHOH IOPOTH.
OHa Bce el1le ObIJIa OKPYy2KeHa IePEBbSIME CO BCEX CTOPOH, HO Ha TAKOM PACCTOSIHUM MOTPebIeHre
PaIMOHOB [IOIKHO OBINIO OBITH BIIOJIHE OE30ITaCHBIM.

Jlapk mpuKa3aj OXpaHHWKAM ¥ OXOTHHKAM pa3faTh eny. [leTu Havaliu pa3BOOUTH KOCTEP.



BpewMs oT BpeMeHu JIapk C MTOMOIIBIO Maruy CKaHUPOBAJl OKPECTHOCTH. ITO OblJla OYEeHb MajleHbKast
TEPPUTOPHS IT0 CPABHEHUIO C OTPOMHBIM JIECOM, HO 9TO OBIIO NTydIlle, YeM HUYero. Y 6equBIIUCH, YTO
MECTHOCTh 0€30I1acHa, OH MPHUCTYIIA K JIEYeHUI0 paH AHaHAPHL. K 9TOMy BpeMeHU BOHb Pa3JI0KEHUS
OT BOMHA paccesinack. Ero geixaHre HOPMaIU30BaioCh, a COOpaHHast KOXkKa Hadala PereHeprupoBaTh.
Jlapk u30eran pacxogoBaTh MHOTO MaHBI Ha JIeUeHME, TaK KaK OCTABaJICS PUCK HaafeHUs
BACHUJIMCKOB.

[Tocse Toro Kak Bce Haeuch, JIapk Bejesl OXpaHHUKaAM 110 OYepeny HeCTH BaxTy. [Ipomnuio aBa daca,
1, K BceoOIeMy yzKacy, OH CHOBa ITpHKa3ajl UM YXOOUTh. TeM He MeHee, HUKTO OTKPHITO He
JKayoBascs. Bce moHMMamy, 4ToO 3TO AeaeTcs pafu ux Omara.

['pynna mpoposKalia UATH, ¥ K CJIEOyIOIIeMy YTPY OHM HaKOHEeI] JOCTUTJIM KOHIla jeca. Brepenu
TI0Ka3aJIuCh PABHUHEI U peka IIpeii.

J'IapK OBIJT OYEHb pan, 49T0, K C4aCThIO, CaAMKa BaCHUJIMCKa HE 6p0CI/IJ'IaCB B noroHio. OHu n3bexkanu
Xy[Oumero u He roHeCJIN HU OOHOMU IIOoTEepPH.

"Bot, BO3bMHU 3T0". JIapK NPOTSHY CTapeyllInHe CBUTOK.
CrapeimivHa OTKPHII €70. "IT0... MUCBMO 4€eJIOBEeKY 110 uMeHu ['acToH".
Jlapk nogHsn 6poBs. "TH yMeelb YuTaTh?"

He cuutasg Menonu u CepebpsiHoro KorTsi, aTOT cTapuk OBIJT TPETHUM HYeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIN yMe
YUTAaTh.

Crapeiimuta modecasn 6opony. "HeMHOro. 9TOT CTapuK XKUBET ykKe 0ojiee ceMUmecsTu neT. B
MOJIOJOCTH $1 TOOBIBaZl BO MHOTHX ropofax. f ObIT Jep3KUM IOHOIIE!N B Te BpeMeHa, Bunute nu". OH
yCMexHyJica. "¢ Hay4usica HeCKOJIbKUM BelllaM, U YTeHUe - OfHa U3 HUX'".

OTnU4YHO. ITU OXOTHUKHU X0pOoIIo BIIageI0T JIYKOM, a 3TOT CTAPUK YMEEeT YHUTATh. Onu CTAaHYT
XOpouiuM OOIIOJITHEHHEM K I'OPOAay.

Jlapk mopaBul BOJTHEHME Ha cBoeM julle. "['acToH - MOM ABOpelLKui. [IoKaxu eMy 3TO, U OH B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB ToiMeT". BocTouHas 9acTh ropofa BCe ellle CTPOUTCS, T0O3TOMY MOKET IIPOUTH HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs, IpeXke YeM MBI CMOXKeM [aTh IOCEJIeHUs BCeEM".

CrapeiiliiHa MOHUMaloIle KUBHYI. "[ToHATHO. MBI TPOCTO O71arogapHbI, YTO BbI TOTOBLI IIOUTH Pagu
HacC TakK Janeko, Mojomou mopA”. OH HU3KO0 CKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY. "Pa3 yXK BBl JaeTe MHe 3TO..."

"BepH0", - ckazan Jlapk. "Ha aToM MBI paccTaemcsi. MHe ellle Hy>KHO rmoceTuTts ['opop JIsBa. MEI
BCTPETUMCS B rOpofie bIaKCTOyH Yyepes3 Hefeno uiu ase”.

Jlapk momgo3Bai K cefe 0OJHOTO U3 CTPAXKHUKOB.
"Ila, MOJIOIOM TOCIIOOUH?"

"ConpoBoxpaay ux g0 ropoga". JIapk HakKJIOHUJICS U IPOTSAHYJI eMy KaMeHHYI0 CKpUXKaJjlb pa3MepoM C
nmagoub. "O053aTeNbHO BO3bMU 3TO C COOO0M IO MyTH B TOpon”.

"9T0?" - CTPaXXKHUK yCTAaBUJICS Ha CKpuxkasb. Ha Hell ObUIM BEHIIPaBUPOBAHB HEU3BECTHHIE CHMBOJIHL.

"TIponyck Ha Bxop", - cka3asn Jlapk. "He nmotepsu ero. 3To 3HaK IpHUHAAJIEXKHOCTH K Ballled rpymime”.



OxpaHHUK HE COBCEM ITOHSIJI, YTO XOTEJI CKa3aTh MOJIOLNON MacTep, HO BCe PaBHO KMBHYII. B KOHIIe
KOHIIOB, YKa3aHue B3STh €r0 C C000# B TOPOM OBIIO 0YEHB MPOCTHIM.

"Tlousamn!"

KamenHasi cKpuzKaib Oblyia TponuTaHa MaHoM Jlapka. C Hel co3maHHbIe UM "XpaHUTeNN" He HanagyT
Ha UX TPYMILy IIPpX BXOAE B ropof. JTo Oblyia HeOObIasg Mepa IPeAOCTOPOKHOCTH, YTOOH n30eKaTh
TAKOT'0 HECHYaCTHOTO CTy4dasi. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, IPYU TaKOM KOJIMYECTBE CTPaXKHUKaM ObLIIO OBl JIETKO
IPUHSATH UX TPYIIY 3a BpaxaeOHble CUIEL. JIapk xoTen u30eXaTh 9TOT0 J1I000M IEHOM.

[Tocrne TOro Kak Bce He0OXOOUMbIe ITPUTOTOBIEHUS OBLIN CHEJaHbl, 1B TPYIIIEl PA30IIIIUCH 110
paBHuHe. OnHa Hanpasigaach B CTOpoHy ['opona Yepnoro Kamus, apyrad - B cTOpoHy ['opona JIbBa.
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