— ABenMHa. — 3aroBOPHUJI C HEM HEXKHBIM, TaK XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIHM, HO TaBHO 3a0bIThIM XKEHCKUN
rojoc. — MHI TeOsT XKIOaIu.

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO MPOIIIO MHOTO JIET, 3TO MECTO ABEJTMHA He MOTJIa 3a0bITh — €€ YIOTHEIM JOM,
ele C TeX BpeMeH, KOrfla OHa XKKJla CO CBOMMHU POIUTENISIMU Ha ceBepe. He MpueMHBIMHU POOUTEIISIMH,
KOTOPEIE TTOmo0paIu ee 1Mocjie KICYEe3HOBEHUS, a €€ POIHBEIMHU, KOTOPHIX OHA U JIUIIKUIIACh B TOT
MOMEHT, KOTla CaMO BpeMs ¥ IPOCTPAHCTBO UCKa3UJIOCh ¥ Hee mox HocoM. OHa ucyessa BO
BPEMEHHOM pa3jioM elre Oymyuu pebeHKOM, HaxKe He TIOOPOCTKOM.

PoguTenu noOunu ee Tak, 4TO APYTUe MOTJIU € M03aBUI0BaTh. IMEHHO TO3TOMY, B ITyOHHEe OYIIH,
el Bcerma X0TeJI0Ch Y3HaTh, UTO IPOU30IIIIO C HUMH IIOC/Ie ee UCYe3HOBeHUsI. Ho oHa He Moria
IIOTIPOCUTh BUHTEpa ITOMOYb e C 3TUM, IOTOMY 4TO 00sijiach y3HATH IIPaBAy — BeOb BeJIMKa
BEPOSITHOCTh TOT'0, UTO OHU MPOCTO CBEJIU CUETHI C JKU3HBIO IIOCTIE TOT0 ClTydas. 9TO Heo0s3aTeIbHO
eIUHCTBEHHbIH TPaBOUBLIYA BapuaHT, HO ABeNiHa 60s1ach, YTO OH TaKOBEIM OymeT. U XOTh MHTEpEC B
ee Iyle He IepecTaBaj yracaTh, OHa OCTaBalach B HEBEJEHUHN.

U BOT cenyac, OHa OKa3aJliuCh JOMa, Ha KyXHe, C OTIaBIIeX YeJII0CThI0 — IIOTOMY 4YTO OHa He MOTJla
TIOBEPUTD, YTO ITO ITPOUCXOOUT Ha CAMOM fejie... KaK OYOTO BCe TO, UTO IIPOU3OIIIIO ¥ Hee B XKU3HH,
0Ka3aJjI0Ch OOJIBIINM AYPHEIM CHOM, U Telleph OHa HAaKOHEI-TO IIPOCHYIach. ¥ ABeuHbL He OO0
CJIOB, KOTOPhIE OHA MOTJIa omo0paTh, YTOOR OTBETUTH CBOel MaTepu. OTell cufen 3a CTOJIOM,
Me[IJIEHHO IToefast CBOM Io0uMble OYI0UKM, a ee MaTh MEe[JIEHHO HajliBaJjla Yail He B TPH, HO B
YeThIpPe KPYKKH, YTO HaMeKaso co00M Ha TO, YTO 3[eCh eCTh ellle OfUH.

— K tebe TaM npuminu... — o0paTUiCca K Hel OTel], KUBHYB B CTOPOHY ABepu. — OH TOXKe XKOeT.

Hudero He oTBeTHUB, U faXe He IIOOAB 3HAK XeCToM, ABe/IMHa, KaK HacTodllas HeBexXa, MoJjida
TIOIIIJIa BIIepeq, K ABepH, Ha KOTOPYIO YKa3an oTell. Yal ¢ pOOHBIME — 3TO, KOHEYHO, XOPOII0, HO KTO
7Ke MOT TIPUATH K Hell B TAaKOW MOMEHT? Y Hee Be[b U APY3€i TOIKOM TOTfa He ObLIO.

[ToTsHYBIIMCH K IBEPHOM pPy4Ke, ABenrHa oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUE Ha TO, YTO OHA Oblla 3HAYUTEILHO
BBIIIIE TIPEJIII0JIaraeMoro €10 POCTa, a Tak XKe Hell KpacoBajoCh He IIPUBBIYHOE M7 Hee Oeioe miaTke,
a yepHas reappelickas popma ¢ KoKaHBHIMU ITepuyaTkaMu. Ho oHa He OCTaHOBHWIACh U OTKPHIIa
IIBepb, [I0CJIe Yero Bce OKOHYATEIbHO BCTAJIO Ha CBOU MeCTa.

3a mBephBIO ee XKmajna TeMHas 0e3[Ha, B IIEHTPe KOTOPOH ee Kaajl ABT'YCT, CTOSIINE Ha MecTe. ITO
TOYHO OB ABTYCT, OHA Y3HAET ero U3 THICSYU 110 OJHOMY JIUIIL 00pa3y — a TYT Ha ero CIHUHe elle U
BHCEJT UMIIEPATOPCKUH IIJIall, KOTOPHIM OH XOTh ¥ HafeBaJsl JTUIIb HECKOJIBKO Pa3, HO SBIISIJICS BaxKHOU
ero 4acThio. Beb MMEHHO II/Talll, TOMUMO OTCYTCTBYIOLIEN KOPOHbI, CHMBOJIM3UPOBAI COO0H TO, 4TO
mepeq Hell CTOUT HACTOSIINUM UMIIEPATOP U3 CTOJIHIIHL.

ABenuHa 3allljla B IIyCTOTY, U OBEPH 3a €€ CIIMHOM TYT XKe hcyesna.

Koxa ABrycTa Obiyia OJiefiHa, a TJla3a TOPeJH ejie 3aMEeTHBIM KPOBABHIM OTOHBKOM, XaPaKTEPHBIM [IJIs
BaMIupoB. OH CMOTpEJT Ha KPOBABYIO JIYHY, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO OBIIO 3aMEeTHUTDb Hafl T0JI0OBOM — CIIOBHO
3mech, B 6e3nHe, ObIIO HAacTosIIee HeO0 KakK B peanbHOCTH. Ho cTonmo ABenuHe MONOUTH HEMHOTO



6uke, Kak BHMMaHKe UMIlepaTopa mepebpaioch Ha Hee.

OHu OBINTK TTOX0XKH APYT Ha Apyra gaxe B ofiexkne — y ABeJIUHE pa3Be 4To He OBIJI0 TOT0 CaMoro
I1alna, XOTh Cedac OHa U SBIINIaCh eJUHCTBEHHON BEpHOU uMIepaTpullei. Kaxercs, acconuanus
«AMIIepaTopa» OCTaBajiach y Hee BCe elrle Iisi ABTyCTa, a He [iJisg caMou cebs.

— C MOMEHTa, KaK MBI BCTPETHUIMCh, TSI Ha JIYHY, S TI0YeMy-TO Bcerga oyMarn o tebe... —
3ar0BOPHII C HEW ABTYCT, ellle pa3 IJISHYB KpaeM I'jla3a Ha JIyHY, KOTopasl BCKOpe uc4Yesya ¢
KOHI[aMH, ¥ OCTaJIUCh TOJTbKO OHU BOBOeM. — HaBepHOe, TOTOMY YTO HOYb 9TO TBOE BPEMSI.

— Houp — 9T0 Halle BpeMsi, IOTOMY 4TO MbI 06a BAMIIMPHL. — YIBIOHYBIIKUCH, OTBETHIA ABENTMHA. —
Vinu, mo KkpaiHel Mepe, ObITM MU B KaKOK-TO IIPOMEKYTOK BPEMEHH.

— 4 Tak cuIBHO HeHaBuel Tebsi, CYKUTasI, YTO 3TO THl IPUYKUHA MOUX Oef... — caeniaB HeOOJIbIIYIO
may3y, ABI'YCT IIPOAOJIKUIL: — A B UTOT'e 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO BO BCEM BHHOBATa UMIIEPATOPCKAS CeMbs U
IIEPKOBb, U UX XKaJIKHe TOMbITKY BO3HECTH UMIIepaTopa.

— HekoTopkie npennouny 65l CMePTh, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI CTaTh BaMIUPOM. — [IpuMeTnia ABenuHa.
— Ho s cyacTnuBa, 4TO HaM yAanoCh paclyTaTh 3TOT KITyOOK TalH.

CTommo e OTBIIEYbCS, KaK OHa He 3aMeTHIIa, YTO UX MIOJIOKEHNE BAPYI' CMEHHUIIOCE — OHHU BMECTE
JIeKaJIM Ha II0JIy, CIIOBHO TaK K OBLI0 3allJIaHUPOBAHO N3HAYaJIbHO. U Telepb, IOMKUMO IIYCTOTEHI, B UX
OKDPyXeHune HpI/IﬁaBI/IJ'[aCB KPOBE... TOHKUH CJIOH KpOBH, HE KaCaloIuiCs UX Tell KaKMM-TO
Maru4eCKuM 06pa30M. Ouu nexanu, a KPOBb TEKJIAd PAOOM, U3 HUOTKYdad B HUKYy[d.

Takas pe3kas cMeHa 00CTAaHOBKHY WX HUUYTh HEe CMYTHJIA, OHU 00a MPUHSIIK 3TO KaK J0omKHOe. [[11s
ABenMHEHI TUIITh OCTaBaIUCh BOIIPOCH], KOTOPEIE TaK CUILHO MHTEPECOBAIY €€ B JaHHLIM MOMEHT: I'Tie
OHa HaxomuTcs? HacTosmui mu nepen Heit ABrYCT, UM JIUIIH ee BooOpaxkeHue?

— 3HAYMUT, BOT TaK CKY4YHO 3aKOHYUTCS MOS XKM3HbL? — OHA 3ajajia BOIpoc, He TpeOyooumi 0TBeTa.
— 3pech, B IyCTOTE, TAe S TaK ¥ He JOCTUTHY XKeJlaeMOu LeH. ..

— A xakas y Tebs Oblia 11e71b, ABU? — B35B €€ 3a PYKY, CIIPOCHIT ABTYCT.

— 4 xorena Bockpecuth Te0si. — CKaB ero PyKy B OTBET, OTBETHIa OHa. — A II0CJie BOCCTaHOBUTD
Te4eHNe Maruu Bo BceM Mupe. Ho, BUmUMo, MHE He CyXK[I€eHO...

— ABenuHa Kaiizep. — OOpaTtuscs oH K Hell. — [lociie cMepPTH HET HUYETO, faXke IMyCTOTHL.

— 3HauuT, g BCe ellle XUBa. — B3[OXHYB, OHa Ipofomxkuia: — M s 3amyranacse.

— Tebe HyKHO UATH. — YTBepAuUI ABTyCT, CXKaB ee pyKy. — U, moxkarnyii, Tebe CTOUT IEPECMOTPETh



CBOM IIPHUOPUTETEI, IIOMEHSAB MEHA U Mal'l0 MECTaMH.

— Mens BOJIHy€Ilb TOJIBKO TEI, OCTaJIbHO€ [OJId MEHSI He UMEeEeT 3Ha4YEeHN .

— Ia... — moKay4aB I'0JI0BOM, CKa3an ABI"YCT. — Mse ¢ To60M CUITBHO TTOBE3JIO.

[TycToTa ucyesna, ¥ Tenepb ABe/liMHa CTOs/Ia TaM e, I7ie ¥ Obljla U3HAUYaIbHO — y ce0st oMa, Imepef
CTOJIOM, PSAOM C poouTensaMu. OKMHYB UX B3TJIAIOM ellle pa3, MOHKWMasl, YTO OHa, BO3MOXKHO, BUOUT
WX B CAaMBI{ [TOCJIEIHUY pa3, ABe/IMHA 3alllaraja B CTOPOHY 3aKPHITOM Bepu. B cTOpoHy oBepH, U3
KOTOPOM OHA, KaXKeTCs, ¥ IPHUIIJIa B 3TO CTPAHHOE MEeCTO.

970 OBIJIO CTPAHHO, Beb OHA BCE BpeMs TOJIBKO U XKMajla IoJ00HOT0 MOMEHTA, HO KOT{la OHa
CTOJIKHYJIaCh CO CBOMMM POOHBIMH JIUIIOM K JIUIy — yV Hee He HalllJIoCh HUKAKUX CJI0B. Bce, 4To oHa
MOTJIa, 9TO MOJT4a BHIC/IYIIATh UX U YATH IIPOYb, COEJIAB BUI, YTO HUYETO STOr0 He OIIO.

Bo3M0KHO, 3TO OBIJIO U3-3a TOTO, YTO B rITyOMHE OYIIX OHa ITOHMMAJIa, YTO 3TO, CKOpee BCETo YTO-TO
BPOfie CHa, UJIU JKe MCKaXKeHHOT0 BOCTIOMUHAHMUS, CTyUUBIIETOCS 13-3a UCKaXKeHUs CUIION
CUHTYNSIPHOCTH ee COOCTBEHHOTO CO3HaHUs. [la maxke ecliy 9TO BCE B3aNpaB[y, €CITH OHAa TOBOPHUT CO
CBOMMH HACTOSIIIMMH POOUTEIISIMHU, @ HEe UX MUMOJIETHEIM 00pPa30M, CJIOB y Hee BCe PaBHO He OBITIO.
[ToToMy 4TO OHa HMKOTA He [yMaJsia, YTO e# YIaCTCS C HUMU IIOTOBOPHUTS.

— Vxe YXOJII/IH.IB? — T'0JIOC €€ MaTepu OBLT OOCTATOYHO CIIOKOWHEIM, JIUIIEHHBIM IIe4aH, BOIIpEKH
OXKUOaHUIM ABenuHBEL. — He X04elllb BEIIATL C HAMH 4alo Ha JIOpOTY?

— 4... S JoNXKHa UATH, MaM... — HEYBEPEHHO OTBETUIIA OHA, IIOTSIHYBIIKUCh K IBEPHOU pyuke. — Ho s
00s13aTeIbHO BEPHYCh, ¥ TOTHA MBI BCE BMECTe BHIIIbeM 4Halo. Kak paHblie, ga?..

— Jlaxxe co MHOM? — CIIPOCUJT Y Hee ABTYCT, TPUCITYCTUB MACKy Ha JIMLE U MOTSHYBIIUCH K TOpSYEn
yalke 4das.

— A Hacyer Te0s g IOAyMalw... — YCMEXHYBIIKCh, ¥ B TO K€ caMoe BpeMsi, 3aKyCUB I'yOy OT
HaIpsKEHUs], OTBETUIIa eMy ABenrHa. — TH BeOb MEeHS TOXKe OPOCHII.

ABenuHa OTKpHIIa IBEPH U II0CIIeIOBaJia BIepe[l, Ha BCTPEUYY K CBETY, UTO ObLI MPOTUBOIIOIOKEH
TbMe, KOTOPBIi XK/Iajl ee B IPOILION KoMHaTe. OHa BOCIIPMHKMAJIa 3TO KakK JIOXKb U UCTUHY, I'le ThMa
— 3TO JI0XKb, a CBET — 9TO UCTUHA. Eil TAXKeJ0 ObIJI0 CMUPUTLCS C TEM, UTO BCTpeda ¢ ABI'YCTOM Ha
caMoM fiejie OblyIa JT0XKbI0, HO UMEHHO IT03TOMY OHa HOoJIXKHa Oblna uATH Brepen. [I0TOMY YTO TOIBKO
TaK y Hee OblJIa BO3MOXKHOCTL BEPHYTH €0 Ha3aj.

BrpouemM, B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT OHa ITOyMaJia, 4To JIy4ine OymeT OCTaThCs 3[ECh, BO JIKH,
TIOPOXKIEHHOU ee COOCTBEHHBEIM CO3HAHMEM IIOf BNUSHUEM CUHTYISPHOCTH. ITO OBIIIO JUIIb
BUEHWE, TaXkKe He COH, HO JaxKe TaK ABEJIMHE XOTEeJIOCh IIPOCTO B3STh M OCTAHOBUTHCS, IIOTOMY UTO
3[ech, IoMa, el ObII0 HAMHOTO JIyYIlle, YeM B HACTOSIIEM ITOTHOAr0IeM MUpe.



«E1e OB 3eCh OB T€, KTO MEHSsI IT000paJ I0Cye HCYe3HOBEHUS — 5 OBl TOYHO OCTaNach...»

— Kak Bce-Taku X0OpOLIIO, YTO Y MEHS Cepfhlie C APYTrox CTOPOHEL, XOTh S U HACTPafasCsa C 9TUM
I1arH030M BIOOBOJIb... — CHEJIaB TJIOTOK M3 YalllK¥, CKa3asl ABT'yCT Ha IpoiuaHue. — [IpaBaa?

[Tocne 9TuX CNOB, B TONI0BE ABEIMHEI ITPOCKOJIb3HYJI MOMEHT, KOTfa ABI'yCT pacCKa3bIBall 0 CBOEM
HeJyTe I0CJie UX 3HAKOMCTBA, a TakK Ke MOMEHT, Korfa Jyiu 6e3KaloCTHO BOH3UIIa MeY B €T0
cepaue. [To KpaitHel Mepe, 7K fyMaJsia, YTo B €T0 CepAlle, HO Ha caMoM fefie 0 CepAla er OBIIo
IOCTaTOYHO [aleK0 — Belb OHO HAaXOAMUJIOCh Y HETO C APYTroil CTOPOHHI.

— Yt0?.. YTO THI ceiiuac cxka3amu?..

Korga ABenuHa o6epHyach, 06qyMaB ero CjI0Ba, HUKOTO yKe He ObLIO.

TOJNBKO JIUIIb IYCTOTA.
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