ITpOIII0 HECKOJIBKO JIET IIOCJIe 9TOI'0 OJHOT0 BEPHOI0 [HS. I1IeMs Ha MPOTSAXKEHUH MHOTHX JIET
CTPAajio OT KaTaCTPod, KOTOPhIe OHKM HE MOTJIM KOHTPONMUPOBaTh. OHU OTYasTHHO MCKaju pebeHKa-
BUMIaTa, YTOOR OCTAHOBUTHL OEICTBHUS, HO KaXK Ikl TOMl TepIenu Heymady. TolIbKO MMocie TOro, Kak
TBITBHEIE OYPH YIIETIIUCE, TIJIeMST COAJI0Ch B IIOTOHE 3a HUMU ¥ IIPUHSIJIO UX THOED.

HekoTopeie Oexanu U3 mieMeHu, 4TOOH uXx 60JIbIllle HUKOTIa He BUAeNu. [Ipyrue IbITaauch CO30aTh
Hacjegue, YToOB OCTABUTh €T0 103a0y U NPeNyNnpeauTh IPYTruX KOYeBHUKOB 00 UX CTpafaHusix. A
OCTaJIbHbIEe CIIOKOMHO XKJaJld CBOel ouepeny, YTOOH OTUOHYTh IOJ )KapKuM cofiHIeM. Caupyc u
MaTh Cama ObUM OHUM U3 3TuX mofei. OHa ymMepsia oT 601e3HH, OnyCToImuBIIel mieMs. CeCTph-
Onu3HeIBl OCTAIUCh Ha CTOPOHE MaTepH, OTYassHHO MBITasiCh TOMOYL el BEI3TopoBeTh. Ho B ogHY
YMUPOTBOPEHHYIO HOYb OHa YMepJa, CllaB Ha CBOEU KPOBATH, He UMesl BO3MOXKHOCTH IOIPOIIAThCA.

Caiipyc HabmIomasn 3a IjaBalolel IanaTKoN Hajl HUMU, KOT{la OHU [TIepeMeIaiiCh 110 IyCTHIHE.
Knapu 3aMeTuna, 4To CBET OT CBSIEHHWKA MeMJieHHO yMupas. Ee cBeT OblI yKe He HaCTOJIBKO
IpKuM, 4T00H ocnenuTh Krpa. Kak ToIbKO 0HM IIOJOIIIK K 0a3KCY, I'e Bce Hayanock, Kup
IIOCMOTPEN Ha TPy U YBUOEN TYCKI/IbIA CBET CBAIleHHWKA, KaK HOYb HACTyTalla Ha JeHb.

Bckope 1mmoce 3Toro oHa yiija ¥ BepHYJIach K cBoei cembe. OTell cobpast ux BOKPYT KOCTpa U Bejien
UM OCTaBUTH ero U miems. "UTo? Mbl He MoxkeM yiuTH, He 6e3 Tebs." CaM MpoTecToBal.

"Her, s HE MOTY IOUTH C TOOOM. Y MEHS CITUITIKOM MHOT'O CBSI3eH C IIJIEMEHEM, U IIPOKJISITHE
IIOCJIeAyeT TOJIbKO 3a MHOU."

"TTpoknsatue?"

"Ia". Fx oTrell 00bSICHUII UM MIPOKJISITHE, KOTOPOE Ha IIPOTSIKEHUHY ITOKOJIEHUH Topaxaso X IaeMs.
[TpoknsiTHE, Hal0XKEeHHOEe Ha HUX WX THEBHLIM U PEBHUBEIM OOTOM ITOCJIE€ TOTO, KaK X MPEOKH Hadallu
TIOKJIOHSITHCSI 30JI0TOM cTaTye Bepbiiona. Y equHCTBEHHBIM CII0COO0M YCIIOKOUTH O0Ta OBIIO
IIPUHECTH B XKEPTBY pebeHKa, 061afatoniero HanbobIIMM ITOTEHIIMAIOM CTaTh MacTepoM Maruu. bor
Ha3BaJ ero Bupgat, u Kaxpasie 30 eT naeMs UCKalo BupaTa cpegu cBOe macTBhl. Korja oHY HaIK
IIepBOro BupgaTa, OHM COXKIIM €r0 Ha KOHAX. M OHM IpomonKanu cxKuraTb BugaTos mo nsartoro. Iloka
IATHEY BupaT ropen, oH cKasasl IJIeMeHHU, YTO Korfa-HuOyas BumaT n36eXUT 9TOro LUKIa
CTpafaHui, u nneMs OymeT cTpajgaTh 3a CBOU I'PEXH.

CaM He MOT MOBEPUTH B TO, YTO CKa3asl ey OTell, ¥ MBITaJICS OTBEPTrHYTh PealbHOCTh. Torga oHa
TIOHSIJTIA, YTO ee cecTpa, Kup, Mormna Ovl OBITH ODHUM K3 TeX BupmaTos, U ee rope 00epHYIOCH THEBOM.
"Te1 Bce 9T0 3Hamm!" OHa cxBaTHIIa OTIa 3a Iedo: "M Te OblsTa TOTOBA ImOCIaTh Kupa K HUM, YTOOB!
oHH norubmnu". 3ayeM TH 3TO cOean?"

"V Hac He Ov110 BeIOopa. Hu y Koro u3 Hac He 6b110." OTEl IPUKPEIT CBOE TO30PHOE JIUI[0 PYKAMHU.
"MBI IOHECIHU TPEXHU HallliX IPEeOKoB. M MbI HUYETro He MOXKEM C 9THM IIogesnaTk. Ho BEI Boe
MoxkeTe. HUKTO U3 Bac He COBEPIIN HAIIUX IPECTYIJIEHUH. Y BaC eCTh LIaHC XUTh".

"Tlouemy centyac?"



"TloTomy 4TO 5 00si7ics MOTEPATH Bac. 7 mo0io Bac 06oux, 1 MHe kajb." OTell BCTal ¥ IPUHEC UM
IBE CYMKHU.

"qto 9T0?"

"Onu Tebe moHagooaTCc."

"TBI IENCTBUTENILHO NEITACIILCS BEITHATH HAC."

"Tr1 monmxkeH! [1o TOro, Kak CTaHET XyXKe. 1 OCTaHyCh 3[IeCh U CMUPIOCH CO CBOUM I'peXoM. BHI fiBOE
unute." OH 0OHSJ CBOUX I0YEpPel COo clie3aMu Ha riasax. " mobmio Tebs."

Brnu3Hels MOKUHYIIY MalaTKy U BHIOpanuch us narepsi. OHU OTJISHYNIMCh Ha BEPIINHY MYCTHIHHOTO
XOJIMa ¥ YBUJIEIH 3apaxkeHHoe 00JIe3HbIO IIJIEMS ¥ €T0 MpPaYHbLIX 00UTaTeNlel, HeCYIIUX Teja
MepTBHIX. CeCTphI Iy TelIeCTBOBAIM I10 MMyCThIHE CO CBOMM K03710M. OHU IJIaHMPOBaIU IPOJATh €€ B
ropofe U KyIIUTh IIPUIIACH], IIPeXKIe YeM OTIPaBUTHCS Ha ceBep K Mopio. "MHe xkamb CaM, - CKa3an
Cauipyc, Korfa OHHU IIJIY, - €CJIA TOJIBKO S IIPOUAY, -

"He roBopu Tak. d He xouy Te0s noTepsiTh. Ecau 4To, 5 pajm, YTo MHI YIIUIA OTTyha".

Caiipyc BeITep ee cne3rl. OHa He MOTJIa He BUHUTH ce0st B cMepTy MaTepu. OHa He MOTJla CMUPUTHCS
C TEM, UTO ee POOUTENH I'OTOBH IPUHECTH €€ B JKEPTBY CBoeMy 00Ty, HO OHa He BHHUIIA uXx. Canpyc
MOT BCIIOMHUTH TOJILKO OJTHOT'O YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPOT0 MOXKHO OblJIo ObI 0OBUHUTE, CBAIleHHUKA. Ecnu
oHa Obl/Ia Tak CHJIbHA, I0YEeMy OHa He MOTJia 3alllUTUTh ux? Ee cBeT ropen B ronose y Caiipyca, HO OH
BCe ellle He OB JOCTaTOYHO CUJIEH, YTOOBI CpaXkaThCs C UX OeCroImagHEIM O0roM.

OHM oTOBIXaMK HOYbI0, KOTHa BO3MAYX OBLI X0JIO[€H, U MyTelIeCTBOBaIM AHeM. [Irinatoliee KapKkoe
COJIHIIE TasiJI0 UX PEIIMMOCTh KaXKIbIM NeHb. BIu3Hesl MPOKINHAIY COJIHIIE 3a UX CTPagaHus, HO
COJIHIIe HE MOTJIO CJIBIIIATh UX MUMOJIETHEIX 30BOBOB. I1ociie Tpex mHeH U Tpex Houel OIU3HellH,
HaKOHeIl, TPUOBIIN B O0IBIION TOPO, Tle OHU MTPOMAIN CBOEro KO3Jla M MUCII0Ib30BaJIA JEeHbTH,
YTOOBI My TELIECTBOBATE C TPYIIION KYIIIIOB.

BepOitofibl HECTH UX Yepes3 IYCTHIHIO, T0Ka He JOCTUTIM mobepexnsi. Ha CKToHe CKaJlbl MOXKHO GBITIO
YBUIETH OOJIBIIYIO IUTAMeNb, a TIOf ee 3alllUTOH - JHIMIALI TOpoMd. B ropoae He GO CTEH 1
CTOPOXKEBHIX OallleH. BObIOH MyCTHIHK OBIIO TOCTATOYHO, UTOO 3aIUTUTEL UX OT PEHIepPoB,
IPUOBIBIINX U3HYTPU. ITO MOpe, KOTOpOe ionu J1o0unu u 60suck. Bepds Obiia momHa
BOOPYKEHHBIX OXPAaHHUKOB, IIEMIINX 110 JJOKAM B COIIPOBOKIEHNH BHICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHAIX
YMHOBHMKOB, ITPOBOIUBIINX €XKEIHEeBHbIM 0CMOTD BHOBb IIPUOLIBAIONINX KOPaOIIeH.

Ioku GBITM CaMBIM OKKMBJIEHHBIM PAllOHOM I'OpOfia, ¥ OHU BCerja UCKaju aiouel s Haima. K
CYaCTBIO [I7IT CECTEP, OHU HAIIIA YeTBEPTh(DUTypa, KOTOPHIM HAKPHIT CTOJ, 32 KOTOPHIM JTFOIK MOTJIH
3amnucaTthcs. 3apmara Oblla Y2KaCHO HU3KOMW, OTHO IyTeIleCcTBHEe efBa JIX MOTJIO KYIIUTh UM OPYTroro
K03J1a, HO UM HYXKHBI Oy feHbru. OHU 3alKcaluch ¥ IPUCOENUHUINCE K XKEHCKOM Opurafe,



KOTOpas O0TBE4YaJlla 3a KYXHIO.

Bckope onu otmibiu. OHE MyTEIIECTBOBAJIM 110 MOPSIM B TeUEHUE [BYX HeJlellb, OCTaHaBIIMBAsCh B
Pa3HBIX TOPOJiax ¥ IOCeNIKaX, Ipexye YeM B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB IIPU3EMIIUTHCS B TOPOZE IOl Ha3BaHUEM
Y6ek. Kanutan Kopabiisi, HaCclleMHUK aBTOPUTETHOM 0A@HKOBCKOW CEMbBH, IIOTEPSITT CBOE HACIIENCTBO,
II0OKa ero He OBIII0, U 3aKOHYHUJI ITyTEIIeCTBUE, ITPEeXe YeM OHO OBIJIO 3aBEPIIEHO, YTOOB BEPHYTHCS
IOMO¥ ¥ pa300paThCs C CeMbel. ITO 03HAYaso, 4YTo Pab0YMM TaK U He 3aIJIaTU/IA 3a BECh PelC U UM
IIPUIIIOCH UCKATh paboTy B YyKOM TOPOfeE.

CecTpaM yganoch HalTH TPYIINy UCKaTeNlel npukodyeHuit. OHY IIaHUPOBAJU OTIIPABUTHCS B
9KCIIeULIMIO C IPYTUMHU IPUKITIOYEHUSIMU B JIeC, HAaCEJIEHHBIN CYIeCTBaMK, U3BECTHRIMU KaK
ro6nuHbl. CeCTphl HUKOTIA PaHbIlle He BUAENU TOOIMHOB, HO MCKATEIH IIPUKITIOUEeHNN 3aBEPUIIHN UX B
TOM, YTO OHU He 00Jiee 4YeM BPe[UTENH, B OTJINYUE OT KPEIC.

Oun IIPUCOEIUHUIIUCE K HCKaTEJIIM HpI/IKJ'I]EO‘-IeHI/Iﬁ B Ka4eCTBe€ CIIyZKaHKHU Jlarep4. C HuMU OBIN U
apyrue rIOMOITHUKHU. Oun IIpuexajid CO BCero KOHTUHEHTA U UMEJIU O6BI‘-IaI/I, KOTOPEIE CECTPHI
HaXOOuJIX O4Y€Hb CTPAHHBIMH. Ho onu HAY4YMJINCh JIaOUTh C HUMU BO BPEMA IIYTEIIECTBUA.

Brina ofHa ocobeHHas XKeHIMHa, KoTopyio Caipyc momo0un no uMeHyd Mapu. OHa Oblyia mo6poit u
3a00T/IMBOY KEHIIMHOU U OTHOCHUIACh KO BCEM C UCKPEHHOCTHIO U 3a60Toi. [IpUKII04eHNsT CMOTPENU
Ha HUX CBBICOKA, X03sieBa. HEKOTOphIe U3 NMPUKTIOUEeHNH OBITN JOOPEIMYU, HO KaXXIBIM MOT YCIIBIIIATh
UX CHUCXOOUTEJILHEIN TOH 3@ MUJIIO, KOTa TOBOPUJI C IOMOIIHUKAMU. BONBIIMHCTBO U3 J1arepsi B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB n30exKasy aBaHTIOPXUCTOB, HO Mapu He TOJILKO ITOJOIIIa K HUM, HO OHA Bcerza Obla
TaK IPUSATHO BOKPYT HUX. [loKa oHU u30erany UX C XOJIOOHBIM IJIedoM, Mapu nIpuBeTCTBOBala
IPUKJTIOYEHUS ¥ OblNla pafia YCIBIIIATh UX BEIMKHE CKAa3KH, aXke eCJIU 3TU CKa3KU OBLIM MPOCTO
JIOXKBIO.

Caiipyc BOCXUINA/ICS €l0 ¥ XOTeJN IofgpaxaTh Mapu, HO oHa Obljla He II0X0XKa Ha Hee. M He IOMOTJI0
TO, 4TO0 Kup 6osiycs ucKaTenen NpukIOYeHnii. MHOTHe U3 HUX He ITOX0XKHY Ha 4eJloBeKa, a Hao0opoT,
00JIbIIIE TTOX0XKYM Ha OTHEHHHIN ITap, KOTOPHIM MOXKeT 00:Keub ee Tila3a, eClii OHa OO IeT CIUIIKOM
6mu3k0. Ho oHa Morya xoTs Obl TPUOIU3UTHCS K Hel. M M03TOMYy OHa IOIBITAIachk, HO TaK U He
CMOTJIa TIepese3Th yepes3 cTeny. CaM Bcerma ObUT PSIOOM C HEH, ¥ OHa He X0TeJla 3aBOAUTH IPYy3€eH.
OHa CIIUIIKOM MHOTO Tepsijia U He XoTesa TepsTh Oosbie. OHa mepxkaia ce0s 1 CBOIO CECTPY
nofiasiblile OT APYTUX JII0fel, KaK TOIbKO MOTJIa, 4YToOH M36ekaTh HEIPHUSITHOCTEMN.

Mario i1 OHa 3HaJla, YTO UX 3/elIlre Bparu HaxXOAsTCS 3a CTeHaMu Jlareps. Haxonsch B cepenuHe
cBoel paboTH, OTPsA TOOTMHOB HaraJj Ha jlareph, YOUII BCeX 0XPaHHUKOB ¥ IIOXUTHUN CIa0bIX
TIOMOIIIHUKOB.

B Ty BepHy10 HOUb CECTPHI IIePEKUBAIOT CBOM XyAIni af. 2KeHIIIUH [IpHUBE/IN B 3IaHue C KpacHOU
KPHILIEN, OKPYKEeHHOe ro0IMHaMU BO T'JiaBe € OONIBIINM KPACHBIM TOOIMHOM, CUASIIUM Ha eT0 TPOHE.
Kpacnas nogomina K Cailpycy ¥ CXBaTHJIa ero 3a Bojock. CaM IOATONKHYI ee K HoraM ¥ Opocuics
Ha KpacHOTo0, HO rO0IMHE HaBaJIUIUCh Ha Hee, IIpexXK[e YeM OHa ycliesa fo0paThcs [0 cecTphl. CaMm
IIBITAJICS CONIPOTHUBIIATHECS, HO MeU Ha IIee CeCTPHl YAepKuBal ee IOKOpHOU. OHa cpenaa Bce
BO3MOXKHOe, 4T0OH n30aBuTh Calpyca OT yXKaca, Yepe3 KOTOPHIY OHU CKOPO IPOUAYT, HO To0IuHAM
BCE PaBHO.



2KeHIUHE BCKOpe 3a0epeMeHet 0T OTPOOLEeB TOOIMHOB ¥ He MOTJIM OBUTATh TeaaMu. CaMKu
roOJIMHOB KOPMMJIA CTPAHHOM IIBETHOM Kalllel, KOTopas Ha BKyC Obllla OTBpaTHTeIbHa. Calipyc He
MOT He BBIPBATh YaCTh ee Ha cebs.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, V¥ HE€ POOUIOCH TIOTOMCTBO, ¥ TIOTOMCTBO BBITJISIAENO yKacatolre. Caipyc IHITACS
OTTOJIKHYTb €r0, HO T00IMH 3aCTaBUII €0 Ha PyKax M 3alUXHYJ POT Ha TPydb, YTOOH cocaTh. [Toka oH
cocaj ee, OHa HavaJla BO3BpaIlaTh cebe KOHTPOJIb Hax pykamu. OHa He 3HaJla KaK, HO MaJIbIbl MOTJIH
OBUTATHCS.

OHa mocMoTpesna Ha CecTpy, IHITasiCh TIOTOBOPUTD C HEM; U3 ee pTa HUUEro He BRIXO#uio. ['omoc
IIPOIIaJI, ¥ TOPJIO CIIUIIKOM 6ONTUT 1o HouaM. OHa CMOTpesia Ha OCTaJIbHAIX XKEHIIWH, C KOTOPhIMU
paborana. Ee rna3a njaBanu o KOMHaTe, a IOTOM OHA OCTaHOBUJIach. OHa yBUAENA TYCKIIBIN CBET
BHYTPH TEMHOTO capasi. OH Beixogun u3 Mapu. CBeT CTaHOBHUJICS CHIIbHEE, HO 3TO He yOUBAIo ee
ry1a3a.

[To3ke HOYBIO Y HEPECTA HavaIUCh MIPUIIafKU Bo BpeMs cHa. OHO OBICTPO pocio. Caipyc MpOCHYICS
OT KPUKOB HepecTa. OH BHTJIAOEN TaK, KakK OyITO MEITAICS OCBOOOOUTHCS OT OMEXKMIHI, JepKalllei ero
B TIopbMe. Cup, 6eCcoO3HATeNbHO MTepeIBUrast PyKy, JepKall ofex Iy BOKPYT HepecTa U 3aTATHUBAll ee
BOKpYT Tena. Caipyc HaOmMoOas 3a Hel, Kopyach BOKPYT, MBITASCh MOIIEBEIUThCSA. ET0 Kpuku
CTAaHOBUJIMCh I'POMYe, HO OHM TTafjajii Ha TJIyXHUe VIIU. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, er0 KPUKU yTacCjy, U OH yMep
Ha I'PYOM C HCKAXEHHBIMA KOHEYHOCTSIMU BHYTPH OJEIKIEL.

YTpoM phIKEBOIOCHIHM TOOIMH CXBATUII €€ 3a JIOKOHH U B THEeBe MOTAHYJ. OHa Kpuyaja Ha APYTUX
ro0JMHOB, YKa3biBasg Ha MEPTBHEIX HEPECTAIIUXCSA Ha IOJy; OMHKUM U3 HUX OblsT HepecT Caiipyca.
['o0nuHEL BHITALUIN €€ U3 capasi, 00HaXKUB IIOf JIydaMu JHEeBHOTO cBeTa. OHa Oblyia cCBOOOTHA
HEHAMOJIT0, TOJIBKO IS TOTO, YTOOBI BEPHYTHLCS B afl e1e pas.

OHU 3aTallUIM ee U OBYX APYTHUX XKEHIIMH B KOMHATY, HAIlOJTHEHHYIO 0€CTIOKOMHBIMY MYKCKUMHE
roonuHamu. Calpyc yiexkarsn Ha 1oJy ¢ Tob6rHaMu cBepxy. Ee pa3yM ucues, 0CTaBUB ee TEJI0, YTOOH
CIACTUCh OT peanbHOCTU. OHU CXBATUIIU €€ 3a HOTH, MMOTSHYJIM 3@ BOJIOCH U YKYCHJIU 3a IIJIOTh, U B
TeYeHNe HECKOJIbKUX YacoB ee afl IPOAoKaicsa. BpeMs 0T BpeMeHU OHa IIPOCHNanack, u
eOUHCTBEHHOe, YTO OBIJIO B €€ T'0JIOBE - 3TO COXKaJleHWe, COXaJleHNe, YTO OHa y0ula HepeCTSIIuXCs,
yOepXKuBas ee IMOAasIbIle OT 3TUX TOJIOAHBIX 4ymoBuil. Y Kak pa3 Torma, KOrfa BCce CTaHOBHUIIOCH
Xye, B KOMHATY BXOOUJIUA CaMKHU I'OOJIMHOB.

OHY OTTOJNKHYJIX TOJIOOHEIX TOONMKMHOB 1 3abpanu Caiipyca U3 KOMHATH C JPYTod XKeHIIuHOM. OHU
BEPHYJINCH B capall ¥ [ajau UM IIOTOMCTBO, KOTOpoe youso ux maTtepeii. Kup BepHyscs B ee mum6 ¢
HOBHIM HepecToM Ha pykax. OHa He 4yBCTBOBasa ce0sl CuacCT/IUBOM.

OHa morpy3uiach BO ThMY, HO CUSIIOIINN CBET yOEPzKUBAJ TeHb. KiIapu mocMoTpesna Ha MATKYIO
cBeTsIIyocs chepy KOMHATH ¥ yBUMENa B Hell 00BolakuBaIyio ee Mapuio. CBeT ObII CUSIOIIUM U
HEXHBIM, SPKUM, HO He MHTEHCUBHBIM. JTO OBIJIO TI0X03Ke Ha BOCXOJ COJTHIIA YTPOM, HEXKHO
npoO0yzKalolero niofel Bcero mupa. Calipyc UCKpeHHe YIBIOHYJICS BIIEPBHIE B XKU3HU C TeX I0pP, Kak
OHa JlepKaJia B pyKax 3Ty Kykiy. Capyc He MOT He JyMaTh, 4YTO Mapu - 3TO TOT CBET B TYHHEIIE,
KOTOPHIN OHA MCKaJla B CBOEH KU3HHU.



Ho opeon BOKpyT Hee MeaIeHHO ucye3al. Ha rpyou Mapu OblT HEPECT, CISIINY Ha ee TPyau. A elre
BHYTPH Hero OBbIJT CBET, Pe30HUPYIOIINIA, ¥ OH CTAHOBUJICS BCe CUIbHEee U kKapue. Pyku Caiipyca
Hayvaau TPSICTUCH, U Kapu mepxkasa HepecT 6JIM3K0 K I'PYAM, He AJIS TOTO, YTOOBI OOHSTH €ro, a
yTOORI CIIPSITATHCS 3a HUM OT IbInamIel chepsl HanpoTuB Knapu. Kimapu cMoTperta, Kak 0H
norjomaeT MapH U ee CBET, X 3TO OBIJIO CTPAILIHO.
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