- He xoueIs i CHa4aja YMBIThCS? - CIIpocUyia JIapuTTa, KOTHa ee B3TTISA[ yIaa Ha MaleHbKYIO
BAHHYIO B yT7Ty KOMHATHI.

-Y9t0?

- Tol HE co61/1pae1_m>c5{ YMBIBaTBCﬂ? TaM, KaxeTcs, MHOTO BOTHEL.

- Ax, ma. a...

Crapasich CKpBITh BOJIHEHUE, OH IIAaTrHYJI K BaHHOM. OH OTMaxHYJICS OT CBOUX MEIC/IEH U, IpUBes
ce0s1 B TOPSIOK, BEPHYJICS B KOMHATY.

HapI/ITTa YZXKe CIlajia Ha OHOM CTOPOHE KPOBATH.

IIo TOro, Kak CTaTh MacTEPOM Meua, OH OBLI KICKYCeH B (eXTOBAaHMH, HO HEOCTAaTOYHO CUJIEH
(busnvecku.

Ho JlaputTa Oblta IPYyTOH.

HeH He 3HAa, 4TO JIapuTTa COBCEM HEaBHO CTaja 0€CIIOKOUTHCS O efie. XOTS OHAa He MOTpaTUiia
MHOTO CHJI, IIyTellleCTBUE, JOJIXKHO OBITh, OBIIIO YTOMUTETHHBIM.

Hen OCTOPOZKHO BCTPSIXHYJI €€, HO OHa He OTKphLia ry1a3. TOIbKO 3BYK €€ CIIOKOMHOTO ObIXaHUS
OOCTHUTAJI ero yIIeHu.

«Ax...» B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH B3[IOXHYJI, TIOMHSII €e Ha PYKH ¥ YIIOXKUJII, Kak ciegyeT. CTpaHHO OBIIO
IyMaTh O TOM, XXIeT OHa ero UiId HeT.

- Tebe He KaxkeTcs, 4TO Tebe ClenyeT YKPHIThCS OfesIoM?

- MM-xM.

Osna u3pgana Kakou-TO 3BYK BO CHe. en OCTOPOZKHO JIET PSIIOM C Hel, HAKPHIBIIKUCH OMESITIOM.

KpoBath Oblyia TaKO¥M Y3KOM, YTO €My IIPUIUIOCH IIOABUHYTHCS K Hel. KOHUMKY ee cepeOPUCTHIX BOJIOC
meKOoTanu ero pyky. OH IOBEPHYJICS K HEX U ITOKa CMOTpPENI Ha Hee, Ha ero JIUlle HEBOJIbHO
NI0sIBUJIaCh HexkHas ynbliOKa. OH He 3HAJ, HO TaKylo yNIBIOKy 3amMeydasa U ero HIHs, Koraa OH OBl
pebeHKOM.

OpHako ceiyac ObIJIO He BpeMs JIeJIesiTh TaKue NeTCKHe BocmoMuHaHus. OHYM IPOBEIM BMECTe OOUH
MOJTHUM CEe30H U IPOofielialy BECh 9TOT IIyTh CIOfIA.



Temeps 6GIMKYU 3aMeNbKajy mepey ero ria3aMu. CII0BO «KOMIIaHbOH» HE MOTJIO OBITh Oojiee
TIOAXOMSIIINM, YeM ceiuac. MieH mpouienTan el Ha yxo.

- OH.

OHa He MorIa OTKDPGRITE I''la3d, HO BOPOYaJiaChb C 60Ky Ha 00K. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHA nepemMeCTuIaCh B
ero o0bsaTHs. BOT 4TO HYZXKHO OBITIO UCIIEITATh. BO BCSIKOM Clly4ae, OHH Onlnu 2keHaThl. OH X0TerI,
yTOORI 3TOT MOMEHT He KOHYAJICS HUKOTaA.

Ecnu tak, T0 370 6YJIeT IIoCiiegHee, 4eM OH JOPOXKHUT, IIPeXIe 4eM BEPHET CBOE YeCTHOE UMH. Ho ato
elle He BCe.

Ecnu repuor BepHeT cebe CBOI0 COOCTBEHHOCTh, OH CMOXKET HaTh JIapuTTe MHOT'0E, YTO MOTJIO ORI
cHenaTh ee cYyacTIuBOM. [laxe ecnu Obl y JIapUTTHL HA CaMOM [iejie He OBIJI0 HUKAKKUX KeJlaHuM, OH
MOT OBl KYIIUTh JTYUIIyI0 3eM/II0 Ha KOHTMHEHTEe ¥ TIOCTPOUTD IJIST Hee MpeKpacHud noM. OH maxe
nomapust Okl e IparoleHHOCTH, KOTOPBIE ¥ UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbe He CHUJIUCS.

970 ObINIM ero cyacTiuBhle MeuThl. OnHako, ecnu Ol JlapuTTa yChbliana ero, OHa Obl UCITyTanach.
9TO0 HaBepHSIKa CHOBa HAllOMHUJIO OH el 0 Po3e.

C Toro MOMeHTa, KaK OHa IIOKMHYJIa BUJITY, OHa YK€ CMUPHUIACh C TEeM, YTO COBCEM He II0X0XKa Ha
HETO0, ¥ YTO UX OTHOIIEHHS CKOPO 3aKoHYATCs. OcyxeHue OBIIO BEI3BAHO YCTYIIKAMH,
3a0pOIIIeHHOCTBIO ¥ KAMHOCTHIO, Yepe3 KOTOPEIe MTPHUIIIIOCH TPOUTH KaXKI0MYy
HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOMY PeOeHKY B MUpe.

JlapuTTa cobupasnach IPOXKUThL Ha BUJIJIe B OOMHOYECTBE BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS KU3Hb, KaK U MJIAaHUPOBA
ee orell. OHa Bepuna, 4To MeH, 0 KpaiiHel Mepe, OaCT el IIpaBo 0CTAaThCSd Ha 9TOM Buiie. Mnu 4To-
TO TTOXO0XKee.

He momo3peBas 0 TOM, 0 4eM OHa AyMasia, FleH IpoBes majblaMy 110 ee BOJIocaM, IIOKa OHa He
yCHYyTIA.

HeHn nouenoBan ee B 100 ¥ BCKOpPe MOTPY3UJICS B TTTyOOKUM COH.
JlapuTTa Obljla IIEPBOM KEHIIUHON, KOTOPYIO OH JII00MJ, KpOMe MaTepPH.

X % %

[TepBoit OTKpHIIa I'a3a JlapuTTa B OTBET Ha IebeT nTUll. becco3HaTeNnbHO OHA OTBejIa B3TJISA[ B
CTOPOHY.

- [Ipoceinancs.



PsmoM ¢ Helt Kpemko cma MyxunHa. OHa He OYeHb YOUBHUIACh, KaK U OXKKIasia, pa3MepaM KPOBaTH.
Hen GHICTPO OTKPHUI I71a3a Ha 3BYK €€ roJoca.

XOoTs [0 mHS OCHOBaHHUST Haluu ocTaBaoch ellle HeCKOJIbKO THEH, ellle MHOToe TPpeOOoBaioCh
IoAroTOBUTh. OCOOEHHO CJIeM0BAJI0 M03a00TUTRECS O TOM, YTOOB HUKTO He y3HaJI MpaBay o MeHe.

Pockomibio OBITIO pa3fenuTh OOHY MTOCTEIb, HO MM HY2KHO OBIJIO CIIEIINThL. BOBOEM OHU IIPOCTO
yIlaKOBaJu CBOM 0ara ¥ MPUTOTOBUIIUCE K OThe3y. PaHO YyTPOM OHM BHIIIIN Ha YITUITY, YTOOH
OTIIPABUTHCS K TIOBO3KE.

Emle yepe3 neHb OHYU, HAKOHEI], TPUOBUIM B IIPOBUHIINIO. BO3M0OXKHO, TOTOMY, YTO 9TO OBLIO KakK pa3
nepeqn gHeM OCHOBaHMS Hamuu, mopora Ka3ajach Kyfa 0ojiee 0XKHBJIEHHOW, YeM B IeHb UX IIpHe3[a.
Ho ux myTeuiecTBre He 3aUTPajio HOBBIMU KPacCKaMH.

OO6ycTpauBaTh KUJIbE 110 PAaCUCaHKI0, BOBPEMS HafleBaTh IJIaThe U [eJlaTh APYrue MPUTrOTOBIEHUS. ..

HapI/ITTa rnepeojaeiiacChk B IIJIaThe, TO, KOTOPOE IIOOapHUII eit Men. OHa IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha cebsi, HO He
MOT'JIa CKa3adTh, KdK BREITJTIAOUT, IIOTOMY 4YTO 3€PKaJld HE On10. Ero 3amMeHunu nomanab u MeH.

- 4 oxwupgarn, 4To oHO Oy[IeT XOpPOII0 CMOTPEThLCS Ha Tebe, HO OHO BHITJISAUT BEJIUKOJIEITHO.
«OHa 1moxoxa Ha OOTHHIO».

OH CIIpHITHYT C JIOIIagHu.

- Heyxenu?

JlapuTTa HEIOBKO MompaBua monos. OHa HUKOT{a He BUAEJa TAKOI0 POCKOIIHOTO IIaThs. Bce OBIIO
TI0-IPYTOMY.

- Hy, Torpa...
JlapuTTa cTasa KomnaThCsl B 6araxe, 3aMeTHUB, UTO MleH He MOXKET OTBECTH OT Hee Tjas.
- CHavayia MBI JOJIXKHBI KOe-4TO CIOeslaTh, He TaK JIu?

OcTaBanoch CEKPETHOE OPyXKue.
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[TpuexaB Ha CTapoX apeHOOBaHHOM IMOBO3KE, OTIMYABIIENCS OT IIMKAPHBIX KOHHBIX 9KUMaXKel, OHA
BBIIIIIH.

Kak TOnbKO BeNMKONIEnHas XKeHIMHA U CJIyra B MaHTHHU BHIIIIHA, TIOOA oﬁpamnn Ha HUX CBOH B3O0PHI.
Hen 3aHEPBHUYAIl U IIJIOTHEE HATAHYJI KAIIIOIIOH.

Y nepBHIX BOPOT, BEAYIIUX B 3aMOK, CTOSIJI IPUBPATHUK. 3aMEeTUB MaJIeHbKYIO ITOBO3KY, IPUBPATHUK
PELINII, YTO eqyT B Hell monu He 3HaTHHEE. OgHAKO OBIO YAUBUTEIBHO, UTO KEHIIMHA, BHIIIE/IIas
OTTy[la, HEOXUOAHHO, OKa3alach KpacaBUIIEH.

«He CIUIIKOM ¥ JOPOroe IJlaThe OJI YyXKauyKu'?»
- H-#e moru OB BB IIOKa3aTh MHE Ballle IPUTIalleHne?

Ero rmasa pacmmpunuch, Korga OH mpoyuTtan nuckMo. «['eproruss Peitaxapar?» OHa Ka3anach Kyaa
Oonee CKpOMHOI, 4eM OH JyMall.

JlapuTTa He 3Haja 0 TOM, 4YTO ee, KaK He3aKOHHOPOXKEHHOT0 pebeHKa, CTaBIIET0 XKEHOU ITpefaTens,
MaBHO aKTUBHO 00CyXKmanu B cBeTCKOM o01ecTBe. Ho Po3a HUKOTa He yripeKasa OTIia 3a TO, YTO OH
coenan. Ckopee, rpada Bpymatiepa XBauiiu, YTO OH UCIIOIb30Bajl HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHOT0 pebeHKa B
TaKOW KPUTUYECKOU CUTYyal[UU.

[TpuBpaTHUK BEPHYJI € MUChMO, YAUBIISISICEH, KaK 9Ta XKEHIIIMHA BOOOIIe MOXKET XKUTh OJHA. 3aTeM
ero B3TJISM IIepeMecTusics Ha MeHa.

- Ilomoxxpoute.
OH nperpagui UM IyThb.

I[T0CKOJIBKY IIPHBPATHUK GBI H3BECTHHIM PHIIapeM HIMIepCKOro OpeHa, OH 3Ha MeHa B JIHIIO.
Oco3HaB 9T0, MleH MOJI0XuI PyKYy Ha KMHXKaJl, KOTOPHIU MIPSATal 0 OJeXI0u.

- CKonbKO OBl He OBII0 CJIyT, MBI HE MO2KEM BIIYCTUTD X, HE ITPOBEPUB UX JIXIIA. OH, TH TaM, THI,
CHUMH Ha CEKYHOY CBOM KalIIIOIIIOH.

- Het, ero nu1io moKpHITO CUJIBHBIMU 0KOTaMU M3-3a HECYACTHOTO CJIy4asi, KOTOPHIM C HUM
IIPOU30IIIes], Korfia oH Ovln Mosof. [ToxkanyiicTa, IOMMUTE Hac.

- Jlenu, BEI MOKeTe OBITH repliorHHel ... Ho MBI He CMOXKeM IPUCIYIIAThCS K Balllei mpockoe.



Bonbime Bcero oHa 6osinach, 4To MeHa moAMaioT 30ech. PHIIapu co BCero ABopIia GBICTPO coOepyTes,
a IBOpsiHE Pa36eryTcs, eCH YCIBIIAT O BO3BPALIEHUH TPenaTe .

VeH NpUKyCUI HUXHIOW Ty6y. «f He MOMKeH GBI, HO IIoNancs!»

[TpuBpaTHUK IIaTHYI K HEMY, CaM TOTO He 3aMedast ¥ CXBaTHUJI ero 3a MaHTHI0. OH Hayall C CUJION
OTKpHIBATh JHI0 MeHa, Ho 0CTaHOBHUIICS Ha IOJIYTH, KOT/a ero B3TJIS/ yIas Ha IIy6oKuii mpam,
TIOKPHIBABIINH ITOYTH IIOJIOBUHY TOTO, YTO OBLJIO eMy BUAHO. [lake KPOBEHOCHEIE COCY[IbI BO3JIE
mpama OBLTIM BEIPa’KeHH! 0Y€Hb OTUET/IUBO.

[TpuBpaTHUK OTIIATHYJICS, OBICTPO OIMyCKas KalliOILIOH.

JlapuTTa KakK cliefiyeT 3aMacKrupoBasa ero jauifo. OHO OBIJI0 IOKPHITO BOCKOM ¥ pPacKpalleHo Iof IIBET
K0oxXHu. Koe-The ¢ mOMOIIIbIO TIeMia, CMEITIAaHHOTO C KPAaCKOM, ObITM HapuCOBaHH IIpaMbl. Ka3amocs,
YTO €ro JIUI0 3apa3Ho. OgHaKo e ObIIO JOBOJBHO TPYAHO CHENaTh er0 MaKUsIXK eCTECTBEHHBIM.

JlapuTTa MATKO cxBaTuIa MeHa 3a PyKy U CIOKOHHO CKa3asa:
- 41 e ToBOpHUIA, YTO 0KOT OB CePLe3HKIH.
- Kak Orl He Oblyla pa3opeHa I'epI[oTHHS, YTO 3TO 3a Ciyra?..

[TpuBpaTHUK BHITEP PYKU O MAHTHIO, CJIOBHO IPUKOCHYJICS K YEMY-TO I'PSI3HOMY, IIPeXe 4YeM
B3SITHCS APOXKAIIUME PyKaMH 3a IBEPHYIO PYUKY.

HeH Ovln omresioMieH, Koraa JlapuTTa ycTaBuIach Ha IPUBPaTHUKA C HETIPOHUI[AEMBIM JIULIOM.
«OHa BHITTIAOUT 0€3YMHO KPaCUBOM».
Ho 3T0 011 0U4eBUOHEINA KOMIIJIMMEHT.

Korpa JlapuTTa u MeH 671aromoIy4Ho BOIUIA B BOPOTa, GOJITOBHS TOCTEH BOKPYT CTala 6oiee
MHTEHCUBHOM.

- lepuoruns?
- OHa eIUHCTBEHHAs, y KOTO HE 0CTAJIOCh HUUET0?

- O 6oxe. OHa gomkHa ObITH 61arogapHa, YTO UMIIEPATOPCKAsS CEMbS IIPOSIBUIIA MUIOCEPIUE U
oCTaBWJIa efl paMummio. Y Hee XBaTUJIO HArJIOCTH IPOJEIaTh BECh 9TOT IyTh CIOTA.



KoHeuHo, OHM He TTOMHWIM JIapUTTY, KaK He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHY0 no4ub rpada bpymaiiepa.

YcnrimaB, YTO IBePh CHOBA CKPUIIHYJTIA, JIapuTTa MOMHSIIA TOJIOBY.

«Mwunocepnue UMIIEPaTOPCKON ceMbu? XM. 3By4UT 3a0aBHO».

OHa He 3HaJa, YTO CEMbsI Teplora 0CTalaCh TO3aMH.

C Hel 000IIIIKCH, KaK C BEIILIO.
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