He Toneko OHa, BCe B TPYIIIIe, Ka3aJIOCh, U3JIy4YaJ/Il TaKO€ K€ BhEIPpAXKEHNeE.

"Ia, ma, s MOHKMMaI0. MBI TOIBKO YTO CpaXKaiCh HACMEPTh, HO 9Ta XKEHIWHA He oTcioga. OHa Onlna
oOpainieHa B paOCTBO U BEIHYK[eHa Oblyla paboTaTh Ha IMPaBUTEIISI 9TOTO MeCcTa. BCE, YTO OHA XOYerT,
— 3T0 cb6exkaTh, ¥ IIOBEPh MHE, €CJIM OHA MOMBITAETCS YTO-TO YYYOUTD, I 1103a004yCh 0 HEeM, KOoTaa
npumeT BpeMs". Puiiky, 0oX0xKe, MOBOJIBHO JIETKO YCIIOKOWIT UX OIlaceHwusi, Oyab TO ero KpacHopeyue
WU TOT PaKT, YTO UX CBSI3U OBIIM HACTOJILKO Kpenku. KpucTeH choanachk U OMyCTUIach Ha 3eMJTIO,
yTOOBI MAaKCUMAaJIbHO pacciiabuThcs, a PUMKy TeM BpeMeHeM IIepeBETT B3TJIAM Ha KOPOJieBYy ro0IMHOB
¥ TOKayYaJ r'0J0BO.

"91 He 3amKUTHAA cTeHa Mg TeOss. Hagerocs, TH 9T0 moHuMael s". Ero oTHoWeHre K Hel OBII0
XOJIOOHBEIM, HO 3TO OBIJIO BIIOJIHE 00BsICHUMO. EMMHCTBEHHAA IPUYMHA, 110 KOTOPOX y HUX €CTh 9TO
"mepeMupue", Tak 3TO TO, YTO OHU PabOTAlOT Haf JOCTUXKeHUEM o01el nenu. Y HUKaKo# mpyroi
IIPAYUHEL.

"TIoBepb MHe, NTt00ast XKeHIKUHA YKPbUIach Obl 3a TOOOM, ecnnu Obl y3HasA, HACKOIBKO TH CUJIEH".
KeHIUIMHA MIyTs HBUIA. PUMKY HUYero He cKa3asl ¥ Ha 3TOT pa3 He CheJiall HUKaKOoro XecTa.

"Otmoxuute". OH CKa3al CBOMM [IPY3bsSM, KOTOPHIE B 3HAK COTJIaCUs KUBHYIIU U CEJTU HEMHOTO
IEPENOXHYTh.

"Tlop3emubIl MUP?" — mpobopMmoTana Cupa, HEYBEPEHHO TPSICS MUCTOJIET B PyKe, — "UTO TH UMeelb
B BuAy nop IlogseMasiM Mupom! ?" — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa OIIPOMETYUBO, IIAAs Ha [lpucuunny.
KoporneBa ro6muHOB 3aMopraa B 3aMellaTeNIbCTBe, Ipexke YeM Ioxkaja IedyaMi.

"MIMEHHO TO, YTO 1 ¥ UM€I0 B BUAY. ITO POOHON MUP AeMOHOB. CyAs II0 TBOEU peakluy, Tl U3
Cpennero mupa. CepefuHHUKAM HepeaKo yoaéTcs mnomacTs B [Tog3eMHbIN Mup. JIn6o ux IOXUIIAIOT U
npeBpainaioT B pabos". OtBetuna [Ipuciunna. E€ 0TBET HECKONIBKO YOUBUII TPYIITY.

"Ila THI LIyTUIIIb, BEPHO? ITO HE YTO-TO BPOJE IIOA3EMEIbs UK PEUA0BOro mopraja... 9T0 Ha CaMOM
fieyie COBEPIIEHHO Apyroy Mup? HeT HUKAKOro nyTu Ha3afa?" — MOMHTEpecoBasics Bekc, HeMHOTO
HEYBEPEHHO.

[pucrunina cHaYajaa MOPTHYJIA, a 3aTeM KUBHYJIA.

"KoHeuHo, ecThb. Kak ThI gyMaels, IeMOHH X0g4T B CpegHuit MUp 1 06paTHO. BOJBITMHCTBO
II0JIb3YETCs pa3joMaMU UJIM BpaTaMy, XOTs BCe OHU IIPHMHAAJIeXKaT MOTyIIeCTBEHHBIM JeMOHaM.
[ToaTomy, 4TOOBI BOCIIONIB30BATLCSI MU, HY2KHO KYIIUTh PA30BHIN MTPOIYCK, II03BOJISIONINM OOUH pa3
noceTuTs CpenHuii Mup. OHU TaKXKe HefelleBre..." — oTBeTwIa [Ipuciumnnia.

"Tlogoxkmu, 4To!?" — BOCKIMKHYJa B CMITeHuu KpucreH.
"Ecnu Tak, TO MBI HUKaK He CMOXKeM BepPHYThCS Ha3ap!" — mobaBuia Bexkc.

"THl yBepeHa, 4TO HeT pyroro crnocoba? A Kak PuiiKy momas ciofja 1 cMor BepHyThca?" JIupa Toxe
3aTPOHYJIa 3Ty TEMY.

"Touno! OH paHbllle NIPUXOOUI B 3TOT MUD U CMOT BEpHYThCA". BCcTaBuia cBou nATh Koleek MuHa.
"YU Kax Xke 0H 3T0 caenan?" — yroununa Cupa.

"Kakasi-To mapoobpa3Has mTykKa. Ho MBI He HaAlllIM HU OJHOM C TEX MOP, KaK CIIYCTUIIUCH crofa".
BMmemancsa Ckaiunep.



"IllapooOpa3Has mTyKa?" — [Ipuciunia u3orHyna OpoBb, 3agaBas Bonpoc. — "Hukorga o Takom He
cnbimana. O6BIYHO MOXKHO TIPOUTH Yepe3 YEPHBIN PHIHOK WIIM MOMBITAThCS TOIYYUTh HOCTYI Yepe3
CBSI3H, €ClIi 9TO HYyXkHO". ITocye aToro oHa gobaBuia:

['pynna Tuxo B3mOXHYyIA.

"B KOHEYHOM CUETe, Halll eIMHCTBEHHHIN IMyTh Ha3aJ — C MOMOIIbI0 PuiiKy. MOXeT, CTOUT CIIPOCUTD
0 mapooOpa3Hoy mTyKe?" — cKasana KpucteH, mpexke 4eM MOOHSATHCS ¢ 3emyn. OHA HEMHOTO
pasMsinack, YTOOHI CHIThH HANPSIXKEHKe B MHIIIIaX. BCKope ocTaibHBIE TTOCTIENOBaIH €€ IIPUMEDPY, U
OHM coOpajy CBOM MOXKUTKU. KpucTeH nmocMoTpesna Ha Cupy, KoTopas BCE elll€ He MOTJia OCMBICTIUTh
BCE mpoucxopsiiee. I10710KUB PyKy Ha IJIeY0 [eBYIIKH, OHA CJieTKa YIBIOHYIach.

"Bcé 6ymeT xopoiio. f 3Hao, 4TO 3TO CTPAIIHO U CTPAaHHO, HO MbI clipaBuUMCcs". KprucTeH mpefnoxuia
YCIIOKOUTH €€, U OCTaJIbHble N00aBUIM HECKOJIBKO JKECTOB U YIIBIOOK.

BABAX!

['poMKHii 3BYK 3aCTaBUJI BCeX 00paTUTh BHUMaHKEe Ha TO, OTKyHa OH MoHOCcUTCsS. Haxomsich
HaCTOpPOXKe, OHU YBU[IENIH, UTO B fajbHEM KOHIle TOHHEIIS IOTHSJICS [bIM.

"Pa3Be 9T0 He TyHa yxonua Puiiky?" — Kak MOXKHO CIIOKOVHee IouHTepecoBasica CKaumep.

"Ha..." — 3agyMmuuBO mpoOopMoTasia KpucTeH, Kpemnko cKumast CBOM KHYT.
"Tel HEe myMaelb..." — TuXo mpobdopMoTan Bekc.
BABAX!

TOII-TOII-TOII-TOIT

['poMKHe, faBsllre 3BYKU Pa3HOCUIINCEH 9XOM, CJIOBHO yHaphl TsxKejoro 6aca. CHoBa u cHoBa. BAX
BAX BAX. 'pynna He MOHKMMaJa IPOUCXONSINEro, XOTSI YyBCTBOBasIa iaBieHue B atMochepe. OHO
OBLIIO TSI2KEJTHIM, BO3MOXKHO, laXKe CKaThIM. Bce u3MeHUII0Ch, Koraa nepen KpucrteH Bo3HUK Puiiky,
CLIEIIUB KyJlaK C PYKOU APYroro U BJIOKMB CBOIO B KyJIaK 3TOr0 YejoBeKa. Pasmancs nocnegHuu
rpoxouyuruit BAX, 1 naBneHue 4yTh He cOunIo KpucTeH ¢ HOT, XOTSI OHA U OTJIeTesla Ha HECKOJIbKO
MeTpoB Ha3ap. "[Ipuni] 3unoT!?" — rpoMKO BOCK/IMKHYIa ro0nuHCKas Koposesa [Ipucuunma. Bece
IIOCMOTpPENH Ha Hee, KpoMe PUiiKy, KOTOPBIM CBEPJIUII B3TJIAA0M CTOSIBILIETO Nepell HUM MyKUYKUHY.
ToT OBITT YyTh HUXKE POCTOM, YeM PUMKY, ¥ MOUTH He Hocun OpoHio. Ero Topc Ka3ascst OroleHHBIM, HO
pu OMXKaWIeM pacCMOTPeHHUH 00HAPYKUBAJIOCh, YTO KoXKa Oblla TBepmol u orpybesureit. Ero
Optoku ObLIM CBOOOIHBIMYU YEPHBIMU CJIaKCAMM C (PMOJIETOBHIMY II0JIOCKAMU, KOTOPBIE COYETaJUCh C
(bHOIEeTOBEIMU IIKMIIACTEHIMU BOJIOCAMH U CBETSILIMMUCS aMEeTUCTOBBIMU I'Ta3aMu. Ha MakyIke ronoBsl
y MyKUMHBI TOpYalIM [iBa IOYTH IATUAIOMMOBHIX YEPHBIX IEeMOHUYECKUX pora. YToOH coeaTh ero
IEeMOHMYECKYI0 IPUHAAJIEKHOCTD ellle 0ojiee 0UeBHOHOM, BMECTO IaJIbLIeB Y HETO ObIIA KOTTH, a
BIOJIb NIPEOIJIEYNI POCIIU IINUIIH, IpUAaBasi eMy BHYLIATEIbHBIA BU.

"JIr060IBITHO... CMEPTHBIM MOXKET IIPOTUBOCTOSATL MOEM cumne", — coepKaHHO 3aMEeTHUIT IEMOH.
JInnoBble aMEeTHCTOBBIE TJIa3a Ha YEPHOU CKJIepe IeMOHa YCTPEMHUIIUCh Ha TOOIMHCKYIO KOPOJIERY,
KOTZla OH YCJIBIIIIAJ CBOEe uMs. "A, pa3Be 3TO He paOnIHsA-3aBouMIla. Buxky, Tebe He ymanoch
YHUYTOXKUTE 3TUX 3aXBaTUMKOB. He OeCIOKOMCS, s YyCTpaHIO TBOM OECIOPSIoK", — 3aMeTu
MyXK4MHa ¥ HaHeC yaap KOJIEHOM B XKMBOT Puiiky. PUiKy IMOJHSI HOTY, YTOOB BCTPETUTHLCS C
neMOHOM. BHe3anHoe U3MeHeHre PaBHOBECUS [ajlo JeMOHY IIPEeUMYIEeCTBO, U OH PBaHYJICA BIepeq.
3acTaBuB PuUiiKy ONyCTUTb HOTY ¥ CAeNaTh war Hadad. OfHaKo gaxe 0eMOHY IPHUIIIOCh OMYCTUTh
HOT'y, IpeX[e 4eM CHOBa €€ MOOHATh. ITO IIOBTOPSJIIOCH CHOBA U CHOBA, IMOKa PUIIKy OKOHYATENIHHO



He TIOTePSTT PaBHOBECHE U He TIOCKONb3HYJICS. [IeMOH TPOBEJ KOCTSIIKaMHU MaslblieB 110 ULy PHUKY u
CO CTYKOM OIIPOKMHYJI TOTO Ha 3eMJTi0. [IeMOH BEIIOXHYJI, Pa3MaXuBasi PyKOH.

"II71 KaJIKOTO CMEPTHOTO ThHI OBbIJT HeTI0X. Thl OBII Iyd4lle, 4eM OOJNIBIINHCTBO JKaIKUX OXPaHHUKOB,
KOTOPBIX HAHUMAET MO OTell", — 3aMeTHUJI MyKYKHa, IPOTSIHYB KOT'OTh, YTOOH! IIOMMaTh OHY
ctpeiny. "O? MaHa-cTpensl? [laxke BEICLIVE NEMOHEL He MOT'YT MaHUIyJIUPOBaTh [I1aBOJIECKOU
sHepruey TakuM o6pa3oM", — 3aMEeTUII JEMOH, IIpexKJe YeM BHe3alHas ronydas aypa CTPeIbl
pasbelia ee B YEPHOTY. 3aTeM OH pa3BEPHYJICS Ha MSATKaX ¥ OTIIPABUJI ee 00paTHO. MUHa BHICTyIIHIa
nepep JIupoii u mogHsMa ApKOo-OeNlyio CTeHy, 13-3a KOTOPOU CTpesa cropena. [leMOH yCTaBUICS Ha
XeHIuHY. "CBsIIeHHas 9Heprusd... [IoOHATHO", — MyK4YWHa OTKUHYJICS Ha3al, YTOObl YKJIOHUTHCS OT
BBIPHIBAIOIIET0CS BBEpX CTOI0a 3emiu. CKopee 9T0 ObLI MU, YeM cToJI0. IIogHSB CBOIO APYTYIO
KOT'THUCTYIO PYKY, OH CXBaTHJI JIe3BUE Ha cepefuHe ynapa 4 nepHyn Ckaitnapa mepen co0oi, mpexnae
YyeM TOJKHYTb ero K JIupe, KOTOPHIY 3apsiKall ellle OfHY CTPEeNy U clierkKa HaKJIOHSJI TOJIOBY, YTOOR
n30exkaTh IoMafaHus B Hero nynu. "Bel, pebsaTa, He 00bIYHEIE BOPHL. BBl HalloMUHaeTe MHe TeX
npokyATeX ['epoeB”. CnoBa MyKUMHEL OBUIH 3By4Ya/d He Kak fAfI, a Kak BocxulleHue. Ero B3rmsg
[IepeMeCTUJICS Ha 3alsaCThe, KOorfa ero cxsatuia mwiets. "[lonanca!" — BocknukHyna KpucreHs,
IPUTSIHYB OpPyKHUe K ce0e U IEITasiCh Pa30pBaTh MJI0Th MyKUMHEL. OIHAKO OpYyKUe pa3ieTeoch Ha
KYCKHU M3-3a CUJIBI, IPUI0KEHHOU K HeMy. Ha nuile memMoHa mosBuiach yXMbIIKa, KOTHa OH
rcnosb3oBan "Tenemnopt", 4ToOB 0Ka3aThCs nepen KpucTeH, CXBaTUB €€ 3a TOPJI0 ¥ IIPUIIOHSB Hal
3emieid. "Tenepsd g MOH. Bl BCe OelCTBUTEIILHO IT0X0KY HAa HUX ITOYTH BO BCEX OTHOIIEHUSIX.
KomMmnencupyete cmabocTu ApyT Apyra u Bce Takoe. 2KaJb, YTO BaM BCEM IIPUIETCS 3[IECh YMEPETD".
Myk4rHa IOOHS CBOOOIHYIO KOTTUCTYIO PYKY B CTOPOHY XKUBOTa KpucTeH, HO OB OCTaHOBIIEH,
KOTJa KTO-TO IIOILITAJICS CXBATUTh €0 C3adHu.

"oBomnbHO, Z! OHM He 3aXBaT4YuKu!" - BCKPUKHYJIa KOPOJieBa rOOTMHOB, CJIOBHO ITBITASICh OCTAHOBUTH
€ro. J9TO 3aCTaBUJIO eMOHa MOPTHYTh, @ TYHHEJIb Ha MTHOBEHUE IIOTPYy3UiIcd B TUILIUHY. "Heyxenu?
Hezasucumo ot 3Tor0, oHU KuTenu CpegHero Mupa, 4To elle xyxe". [IleMoH cTpaxHys [Ipucuunny u
Opocun KpucTeH B CTOPOHY I'PYIIIHL. ['Ta3a JeMoHa BCILIXHYIM aMeTHUCTOBEIM CBETOM, U B3DHIB
[1aBOJIbCKOU SHEPrUU U3MEHUII faBlieHUe Ha MIHOBEHUE, [IPEeXe YeM ero Tejio UCUe3JI0 U3 BUMY.
"Uro!?" - BocknukHyn CKaiinap, mpexpe YeM U3 ero rpyau OprI3HysIa KPOBb C OTIEYATKOM KOT'TS,
3aTeM HacTaj yepeq Bekc, ubsg aTaka Oblyla c3a7H, a 3a Heil JIupa B TOM Ke 4acTH, a Tak:ke MuHa,
Ybs paHa OblJIa TaKXkKe Ha I'PyAu. OTH YETBEPO yIalau B MyKax ¥ arOHMH, KOT'la X Tella Hayalu
3apaxaThCsl JUaBOJIbCKOM 3HEeprueil. 3aabixasich, OHU CTUCHYJX 3y0Obl, He B CUJIaxX Jaxe 3aKpuiaTh
oT Oonu. KprcTeH TOPONINBO OTIsiferiach, Uilla IeMOHa, HO TaK U He CMOTJia 00HapyKUTh €To0.
BmecTo atoro, cnenyroirei Oviia Llupa ¢ Takoi Ke OTMETUHOM Ha CIIMHE, U JaXKe He YCIIeB
MOPTHYTh, KpHCTEH ITOYYyBCTBOBasa, KaK KOI'TU IIPOH3UIM ee KUBOT. COOPOTHYBIINCH, OHA
COCPeNoTOoYMIIa B3I Ha MYyK4YMHEe, KOTOPHIY IIy00KO B3[IOXHYJT X BHITAIINMII CBOM KOTOTh U3
KpucreH, 3acTaBuB ee yIacTh Ha KOJIEHH, He B CUJIaX ABUTATHCS, U 3axJieObIBAThCS BO3AYyXOM. [laxe
€e TeJI0 Hayasio 3apaXaThCsd AUAaBOJIbCKOU sHepruen. "3adyeM, Z!? OHM IPOCTO XOTENIA BEPHYTHCS
noMmoii! 3aueM Th ux youn!?" - 3akpudasna [Ipuciiunna Ha JeMOHUYECKOT0 MyXKUMHY IIepef Hell.
Cre3sl TeKJIU 10 ee LIeKaM CO 3JI0CThI0 U Iedassio. "3aueM? Pa3Be TH He IyMaellb, YTO CMEPTh
OymeT nyuire, 4eM cTaTh pabamMu? BHITh BRIHYXKIEHHBIMU POXKATh eTel 70 KOHIa CBoe XKu3Hu. Hx
eIUHCTBEHHOM nuIel 6ymeT criepMa, KOTOPYIO oHM OyayT nuTh. Hukorma 6osbiile He BUOETH CBETA
nHsi. Thl IeHCTBUTENIHHO BEPUILb, YTO CMEPTH OblIa He JTy4IIMM BEIOOPOM?" - MpayHO 3aMEeTHII
MyxuuHa. "KoHeyno! Mul Moryu 661 ToMOYb UM, Z! MbI Moriu Ol lazke CBEPTHYTh TBOero oTua! OHu
MaXke He MOXO0XKK Ha TBOETO MpeX..." - TPOH3UTEJILHEIN IIIyM 3aCTaBUJI KOPOJIEBY I'OOIMHOB,
[Ipucuuity, yMOJIKHYTE ¥ 3aTKHYTh YIIU. [leMOHUYECKUN IPUHL 3UJIOT 3aKPHLUT AJIMHHEIE
anbGUUCKUe VI KOTTSIMU U IIPUILYPUI raasa oT 0omu. "dto ato!?" Torma B BO3qyxe MOSIBUIICS
KnOepHeTHYEeCKU 9KPaH C XUPHHIM TeKcToM. "TIo6enuts Temuoro Jlopma". "dro!?"
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