He060 TOMBKO YTO CTAI0 SPKUM.

B pmonuue B 50 Munsx ot gepeBuu bemnbiit Msio (White Miao Village) Ha CK/TOHe X0/IMa CTOSITIA COTHH
JII0fled B TPAOUIIMOHHBIX Hapsaax mneMeHu Mso (Miao Tribe), omeThix B TPEBOXKHOE BHIpaKeHUE.

Wx Bena crapyluka, y KOTOPOii Oblyla TOJIBKO OfHA PyKa.

PsimoM ¢ Hel CTOSINT TOWIMM MOJIONOU YeI0BEK C MaJleHbKOU NeBOYKOM B BO3PACTe YETHIPEX WU MATU
JIeT.

"Mucrep He, ato nepesrs Yeprsiit Mso!" Crapyiika BEITJISAeNla OYeHb MpayHo, KOTrfia yKa3blBajla Ha
IEPEBHIO B IOJINHE.

[Tocne cmeptu JIu Uy u 0CTaNbHBIX, IEPBOCBSIIEHHUK SBUICS B OTOHb, YTOOH mpuriacuth E UsHb Ha
OuTBY. 3HasT HACKOJIBKO MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM OBIII BEPXOBHEIN CBSILIEHHUK, CTapyXa II0COBEeTOBana Ye
Chen ve untu. OgHAkKo, OH He 3a00TUICH.

OHa MorJa TOJIBKO IIPUHECTHU BCEX MOJIOOBIX U CUIIBHBIX JIIofen B IIJIeMeHH BMECTe ¢ HUMH. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, maxe ecnu Ye Chen He moKa3saJl, TO BEICOKMH CBSIIIEHHHUK B KOHEUHOM CUETe IIOIIesT OBI K UX
JEPEBHE U KOHEI] ObL OBl TakMM e, Tak Kak 3TO OBIIO TaK, OHa CUYHTalla, YTO OHHU OOJI2KHEI IIPOCTO
OTHOaTh BCE CBOM CHIIBI U CPazXKaThCs.

He YeH npuiypuscs u NoCMOTpPeN Ha AepeBHI0 YepHsblii M50, Korga Hec CBOX J04b. B aToM
HalpaBJIEHUN YepHasi SHePrus eje-ejie COepXkKuBajach, ¥ OHa He YXOAUIa.

"Tam 3noBemas sHeprus. [Toxoxke, 4To 3T0 U ecTh boxecTBeHHbIH [Ipyn [IpakoHa, 0 KOTOPOM B
roBopuiu. [ToiiiéMTe, 1 X0Uy II03HAKOMUTHCS C 9TUM II€PBOCBAIIEHHUKOM!"

He Yer xomopmHo yne6HYICA. OH B34 Ha ce6s MHUIMATHUBY ¥ IIOLIEI IIPSIMO B JOUHY. JlIonun
MT'HOBEHHO JOTHAJIH €ro.

K uX OTKpPHITHIO HUKTO He OXpaHsI AepeBHIo YepHoro Msto. Kak OyATo oy ucuesnu.

Crapymka HanoMHusa. "Mucrep He, ocTeperaiitech JIOByIIEK!"

"MHe 1JIeBaTh, €CTh JIU JIOBYIIKY WU HET, s pa300bi0 UX KyTakKoM!"

He YeH BHIITIsIME HOPMAJIBHO. [TocKONbKY EPBOCBSILIEHHUK OepeBHU YepHBIM M50 TOIIPOCHUTI €TO0,
OH JOJIKeH OBITh yBepeH B cnocobHoctu HMe YeHa.

OHu 3aMeTHuIn pe3KHﬂ 3allaX KPOBH, KOTOPad 3aJepPXKNUBaeTCA B BO3yXe, KaK TOJIBKO OHH



yriy6asi0Tcs B mepeBHi0 YépHoro Msio. OHM HAIIPABUIKCH IIPSIMO BO IBOPEI] TePBOCBSIIEHHUKA.
Tak Ha3bIBaeMbIH IBOpel ObII KaMEHHBIM 3aMKOM, IIOX0KHUM Ha CBUPEIoe TUTaHTCKOe YyJOBHIIIE.
Boiigs Bo gBOpeI], TpyIiia yBUAeda 3aTeMHeHHOe ITPOCTPAHCTBO C PSJaMK MaHTaJIoB.

[To KaMeHHO¥U JIECTHHIIE IIPOXOIUIM BCEBO3MOXKHEIE SITOBUTHIE 3MEH, U MBOPEIl BEITJISAAEN, Kak OyaTo
OH ORI Cpemy 3MEMHOTO MOPSI.

B camMoM KOHIIe KaMEHHO! JIECTHHIIH CTOSITT YePHBIN CUIYIT, CIIMHA KOTOPOro Oblyia oOpalieHa Ko
BCEM.

"[lepBOCBAILIEHHUK!"

CTaPYH.IKa BOCKJIMKHYJIa BCIIyX. JItomy mo3aay Hee He MOTJIU He TPSACTUCH, @ HEKOTOPEIE JaXKe
YyBCTBOBAJIA c1aboCTh B KOJIEHSX.

Ha xpacusom nute Csi0 9 BCIEIXHYI CTpax, ¥ OHA HHCTHHKTHBHO Mpubnusunacs K E Yeny.
"TtI - 6e3yMHBI J0KaHUH He?"
Bo fiBOpIIe pa3fascs OueHb XOJIOMHEI ToIocC.

CunysT B KOHIIE KaMeHHOI JIeCTHUIEI 00epHYJICS. MaHTalbl, TOpsIlde OTHEM, TI03BOJIUIIN JTIOOIM
JIy4Ille PaCCMOTPETh CHITYIT.

9T0 6b1T cTapuk 0K0j10 40-50 neT. Y Hero ObUIM OIMHHBIE BOJIOCH! C TJla3aMU, CBUPENBIMHU, KaK Y
COKOJIa.

E YeH cpenan mar Bepéen 1 X0I0IHO CKa3asl: "Brl epBOCBSIIEHHUK IepeBHU YEpHBIH Ms10?"

"Be3yMHEI 0KaHKUH Fle, MHe X0Te0ch GBI [yMaTh, YTO MBI HUKOTZIA He TIepeceKaIuch. [louemy 6l
Tebe He 0CTaThCS XO35IMHOM BO BHEIITHEM MUPE, BMECTO TOTO, YTOOR BMEIIUBATLCS B fiejla MOe
gepeBHU Ms0?" - cKa3all IePBOCBAIMIEHHUK C MPaYHBIM BEIpaXkKEeHHUEM JIHIIA.

e Yen HexHO xuxuka. "Huuero, IIPOCTO MHE He HPABUTCS TBOE NUI0. Pa3 yX&K TH 3HAEIIb, KTO 5, TO
Tebe crelyeT BCTaTh HA KOJIEHU U IIPEKJIOHUTh MHE KOJIeHH, YTOOB! IPHUHSTH TBOIO CMEPTH".
B03M0XHO, 1 CMOTY COXpaHUTh TBOE TEJIO B LIEJIOCTU U COXpaHHOCTH!"

"Trl BEICOKOMEPHEIN nMOberun!"



[TepBOCBSIIIEHHUK OBLT B IPOCTH, KOTTIa HaCMEeXaJIcs.

"THl He myMaellb, YTO MOXKEIIh CMOTPETh Ha MEHS CBRICOKA TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO JTIIOOY CHAPYXKHU HaJln
tebe TuTyn. f nokaxy tebe, 4TO y MEHS €CThb."

benag kocTaHas (bneﬁTa IIOABHUIIACH B €TI0 PYKE, KdK TOJIBKO OH 3dKOHYHJI TOBOPUTL.

[TepBOCBsAIIEeHHUK Hadal UrpaTh Ha (reiiTe, U JIIONKU BCKOpPe TOYYBCTBOBAIM, KaK HAa HUX HaXJIBIHYJIa
CTpaHHas X0JIOfHasd aypa. B ux ronose rynenue, Kak 0ygro kpudanu 10 000 npuspakos. OHE faxe
He MOTIJIM CTOSITh Ha MecCTe.

O6maka 4EPHOU SHEPTUH YKPEIISINCh Ha TOI0BAX JIIOfIeH, Kak OyTO KpuyYallue JIUIa MOSBIISIINCH
BHYTPU YEPHOU SHEPTUH.

"®rnenTa npu3paka-gymu", 3anucantas B CeameHHoM [Iucanuu npenkos. OHa MOXKET KUCIOJIb30BaTh
IEeMOHUYECKYI0 9HEPruio, 4YToOHl yIIpaBIsaTh IPU3pakaMy, a Takxe Iy."

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie CTapPYIIKX U3MEHUJIOCE. Ka3zamocs, 0OHa BCIIOMHHIJIA YTO-TO, YTO 3aCTaBUJIIO €€ B3rJIIHYTH
Ha IIePBOCBAIIEHHNWKA CO CTPAXOM.

"¢l He MOT'y ITIOBEPHUTH, UTO TH YOUT BCeX B iepeBHe YEPHOTO M50 TOIBKO AJIST TOTO, YTOORI
ycoBepireHcTBoBaTh ®nenty [Ipuspaka”. Tel Takou KecTokuu!"

OHa HaKOHEN-TO MOoHsa. HeynuBUTEIbHO, YTO OHM HUKOTO He BUOENH B fiepeBHe YepHoro Msio ¢ Tex
0P, Kak Bomu. VX Bcex yOuUsI epBOCBSIIEHHUK.

"Xaxaxa!"

[TepBOCBAIIEHHUK UCTEPUYECKH CMesics, urpas Ha ¢rente. "Hy u yTo? [IpsAMo KaK B IOTOBOpPKeE
"Vcrex reHepara MpofaeTcs OT AEeCATH THICSY cMepTer". ITa Kyda Oeclone3HbIX Belen
3acnyXkuBaia cMepTH. {1 6ymy IpaBUTh MUPOM IIOCJIE TOTO, KakK yObio Bcex Bac!"

[Iy!
OTBepcTUs CTApyLUIKX OBUIM HAIIOJHEHH! KPOBBIO M3-3a 3BYKa (JIEUTEL.

Ona npourHopupoBasia CBOU CTpax U nosepHynack K E Yeny. "['ocnogus He Yen, unémre". YX0OuM.
Y aroro cTaporo gbsBona ecTh [Ipuspaunas ®neiiTa, KOTopas MOXKeET yIIPaBIsATh IPU3pakKaMu U Ty.
Tel eMy He IOAXO[UIIE!"

B To Xe BpeMs, 3MEN Ha KaMEHHEIX CTYIIEHAX 3aPAXKaATCA B IZG YeH, a OCTallbHEIE, KaK 6y11T0 M



TPUKa3aliu.

Tem BpeMEHEM DA3JINYHBIE ATOBUTHEIE CKOPIIMOHEI M ITaYKKW Ha KaMEHHEIX CTE€HaX 3alledaThIBalli
BEIXOMI, KaK CapaH4a.

"O, HeT. M=l Bce 3aech ympeM!"

CrapylKa ynana Ha 3eMJII0, OHa ITIOCMOTpesia B oT4yasgsHuy. OHa HEMHOTO IT0XKaJjesa, YTO IIpKUBesa
cioga Ue YeHa.

"Uro HaM menath, Me Yen?" Cso S moTepsiya cBOi o6pa3 OT cTpaxa.
"3HauuT, OH copeBHyeTCsA ¢ MeTomoM CMepTenbHOrO 3ByKa IPOTUB MeHA?"

e Yen ¢ IIpe3peHueM rnokavas ronoBoi. OH riay00Ko B3[OXHYI X HAIIOJTHUI BO3IYXOM CBOM JAHTHSIH.
3aTeM OH 3apeBell BCell CBOEW CUJIOH.

"BoceMmoii ToH HebecHoro JIpakoHa!"

PeB mpakoHa B30pBaJics U3 €ro pTa. 3Bydasno Tak, Kak 6ynro 10 000 npakoHOB PEBYT BMECTE B
yOemuTenbHOU MaHepe.

30710THIE TEHM [IPAKOHA, KOTOPBEIe MOXKHO OBIJIO BUIETh HEBOOPYKEHHKIM T'JIa30M, PACKUHYJIUCDH
BMeCTe C HUM B IIeHTpe. 3MeU U I'y-4epBU, KOTOPEIe TIOOMETAINCh K HUM, B3PHIBAJIUCh B KPOBABHIN
MYCKYC, TTie OBl HU POXOAXJI TeHH [paKoHa.

,'[[Bopeu APO2KaJl OT aTaKH.

Benas kocTsiHas ¢drelita B pyKe IepBOCBsLIeHHNKA Obllla pa3faBlieHa OT peBa gpaKoHa. TeM
BpeMeHeM OH ObUT BEIOPOIIIEH U CUJILHO yIIajl Ha CTEHY.

Bce, uTo OBIJIO HAa CTOPOHE Bpara Bo ABOpIle, OBIJI0 YOUTO OMHUM STUM PEBOM.

Crapymika, Cs0 f, u ocTanbHBEIE ClIeIUNIX 3a ciieHoM. OHU He 3a0BIBa/ii O TOM, YTO BUAENX OO KOHIIA
CBOUX THEH.

®netita [Ipr3paka-mymu, KOTOPOH IEPBOCBSAIIEHHUK IT0KEPTBOBAJI BCEX B IIJIEMEHU, YTOORI
OYMCTUTH, OblNa pa3maBiieHa Ye Chen ¢ omHUM peBoOM.

"Kak Takoe BO3MOxkHO? Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO?!"



[TepBOCBSIIEHHUK BCTal C 3€MJIM C TPSI3HBIMU BojiocaMu. OH IINTIOHY KPOBBIO B POT, KakK CTpax
HamoyHuna ero nuio. "Kto TeI Takou?"

"¢l yenoBek, KOTOPHIN cobupaeTcs yOuTs Teds!"
He Uen MATKO IOKa4aJs TOJIOBOH U CTYIIMI HAa KAMEHHYIO JIECTHHITY.
OH mIar 3a maroM Iren K IePBOCBSIIIEHHUKY .

HepBOCBHH.[eHHI/IK CXKHMall 3Y6BI M XJIOIIAJI JIaAOHLBIO 110 TUTPOBOMY TPOHY II03dJX HETO. BEIn CcrblllieH
IeI40K, Kak 6YJ1TO KaKas-TO MalllrHa Oblia dKTHBHPOBaHa.

CTpeHBI BHE3adIlTHO BREICTPEJINIIN U3 CTE€H BOKPYT OBOPIid B OOHO U TO 2K€ BpeM. Oun CTpedin B He
YeHa co Bcex CTOPOH.

"JToxuce, Me Yen!" Csio 4 3akpuyai.
Opnako, Ye Chen mpopomxan UATH, Kak OYATO OH He BUAET UX.
VneiOKa Ha Julle TePBOCBSAIEHHNKA 3aCThIIA B CJIEAYIOIIYI0 CEKYHY.

3BYKI/I CTYKa OBLITH CHOeJIaHbl, KOT'a IIJIOTHBIE CTPEJIBI YOAPUIIN Ye Chen. BnocnencTBuu OHU YIIaJik Ha
3EMIII0 1 COBCEM HE HaBPEOHUIIN €MY.

"ITama, MHe CTpaIlIHO."
MenrmeH nmoxoponuma cebs B rpyou E Yena. OHa gpoxkaia, Kak IepemneieHok.
"He 6oiics1, He 0oticsa. ITama 3aiuTUT TeOs."

E YeH BHITSHYJ PYKY U CXBATHII 3a CTPEJTY, KOTOpas CTPessiiia B MaJIeHbKy0 neBouky. OH Opocun eé
Ha 3eMJII0 U MOMOUIEN K TIePBOCBSIIIIEHHUKY.

HepBOCBHH.[eHHI/IK 3dllaHUKOBAJI, KOI'la PIG YeH mopgo1ien K HEMY. On IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK IIO €r0
ITIO3BOHOYHUKY IIPOXJIagHO.

OH 3axJIOTIHYJ TPOH U3 TUTPOBOM KOXKHU ¥ KaMeHHas OBepb, KOTopas Bejla HapyXKy, BHe3amHO
OTKpPHBIJIACh M03aau Hero. OH MTHOBEHHO BREIIPBITHYJI, 1 KAMEHHAs OBEPb Cpa3y Ke 3aKPhIIach.

"Jlomain!"



HMe Yen Opocun ymap, ¥ y2KacHO Tsixkejlasi KaMeHHasi iBephb pa30uiach oT ygapa. OH GBICTPO
TIOTHAJICS 3a IEePBOCBAIIIEHHUKOM.

[TepBOCBAIIEHHUK I1IeT K IIpyay Ha rope. OH CUJIBHO YAAPUI B TPYAb U, JOOPABIIKCH OO HETO, IJTIOHYIT
B POT MONHEIM KpoBu. OH IPSAMO IIJTIIOHYII B TIPY.

"Tocnogua boxecTBeHHBIM [IpakoH, I0XKaJIyucTa, criacu MeHs!"

[TepBOCBAIIEHHUK UCKPEHHE TPEKIOHUIT KOJIEHH Y IIPyJa CoO BCeMU YeTBepeHbKaMy BHU3, KakK OynTo
He Bufel, Kak Me YeH npuiuen 3a HUM.

[Tpyn mepeq HUM, Ka3al0Ch, Ha4yasl KUIETh, KaK TOJIbKO OH 3aKOHYHUJI TOBOPUTE. M3 IpyAa BHEe3aIllHO
BLICTPEJIUIT BOJSIHOM CTOJIO, ¥ U3 HEro BhIJIETEJIa TUTAHTCKAsl TEHb.
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