['nmaBa 1

OH 3HaJI, YTO CHOBA BUOUT COH.

ITOT 04YEHb 3aHYTaHHbeI COH IIOABJIAJICA B €TI0 2KU3HU YK€ NeCATUIETUd, )Z[HéM " HOYBIO. EMy
Ka3aJIOoCh, 6YJITO COH 3TOT HaXOOUTCA T'J'IY6OKO B €TI0 IIOOCO3HAHUH, B €r0 IIJIOTH U KPOBH. OH He MoT
3a0BITh €T0 TN BBEIKMHYTBH M3 T'OJIOBBI, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO €CJIM HE YBUIOUT €I0 CHOBA, 4Y€ro-To 6y)1eT
He XBaTarTk.

Ho HuKoOrma emré eMy He CHUJICS TaKOW SIPKUM COH

— l'oy'3p, Hy mo4YeMy ThHI TAaKOU yIPSIMBIA? Pa3Be MOU OEeHBIM - He TBOM AeHbIru? Kak TH AyMaells,
1S 9ero 3apabaThiBall ux? 4 menan 3TO TOIBKO AJIST TOTO, YTOORI TH MOTy4Yusl 06pa3oBaHue 1
YyBCTBOBaN ce0s1 KOMGOPTHO.

— TrlI MOXKeIIb CKa3aTh MHe, I04eMy Thl Tak yrnpsam! YTo ¥ KOMY THI IIBITA€IlbCA A0Ka3aTh?

— 41 3Ha10, uTO Tebe 3TO He HPABUTCA, HO 4 3aHUMAIOCh 3TUM y2K€ MHOTI'O JIET. i e MOTY HU49€ro
N3MEHUTH, U Oojiee TOTO 5 He X049y HUYEero MEHSATh!

— ITocmoTpu Ha X0H'Jp, pa3Be OH MMOX0XK Ha Te0s?

C103 TUHCSIH TOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KTO-TO IIPOIIEIT PSOM, OTKPBIT YCTABIINE T/la3a U BOLIENT B TEMHYIO
BHYTPEHHIOI KoMHaTy. JIumo Xy CaHs yxke OblJI0 He MOJIOABIM, HO JIMHUY Ha ero ObUIA TakK XOPOIIOo
3HAKOMBI, YTO OH TYT K€ IIOHSJI, YTO OH CIIUT.

Ho coH 3TOT GBI CIIMIIKOM SICHBEIM. B BO31yXe BUTalIu apoMaThl COPro. YIPSIMbIiA U JKeCTKUi U3rubd
yToJIKa €€ pTa IocTaBui ero B Tynuk. OHa myjakasa OT 3JI0CTH, TaK, YTO 3aKalaau KPUCTAIbHO
yuCTHEe U OnecTsiye cné3rl. OH X0Tell IPOTSIHYTh PYKY, YTOOH JOTPOHYTHLCS N0 HEE, HO eT0
3aTpPsICIIO, U OH IIPOCHYJICS.

— l'ocniopuH, II0pa IPUHUMATE JIEKAPCTBO.

C103 TUHCSIH OBLI IPUIIOAHST, YTOOB MPUHSTDH JIEKAPCTBO, Beb OH OBLI Ha ITOPOTre CMEPTH OT CBOEH
6one3nu. EMy HyKHO OBIIIO TTOMOTATh, faXKe KOTHa OH MU JIeKapcTBO. OH He OB MOX0XK Ha
MUHUCTPa CAMOTO BEICOKOTO PaHTra, KOTOPHIH IIPOKuU Ipu [IBOpe HECKONIBKO NECATUIIETHH.

HeT, oH GoJbIlle He TIEPBBIM BEJIUKHM CEKPETaph.

OH Hamucasn 3asBleHre 00 0TCTaBKe U HaMepeH BePHYTHCS B POOHOMN TOPO[, UTOOH! TT03a00TUTHCS O
cebe. MmepaTop 0f00PUII 3TO pellleHre, HO TeNeph OH... 6e3OMHBIH.



Ha camomM fpesne oH U He COﬁI/IpaJ'ICH BO3BpallaThCA.

— Mununctp YxkaH, MuHHCTDP Ban, MuauCTp JIv 1 MuHKHCTP L]ao - Bce OHU MpHexasu, YTOOB!
HaBeCTUTh Bac. OHU IPUXOOAT KaXKIbIY OeHb, IPUIIUIN ¥ CETONHS. Brl OBl XOTENMM C HUMU YBUAETHCS?

3aueM oHU mpuxonAT cioga? OHU CYUTAIOT ero 60J1e3Hb OORIYHON MPOCTYIOM U XKAYT €T0
BEI3OPOBJIEHUS. HO OH cepbe3HO 00JIeH, ¥ Ha TOPOTe CMEPTH, TaK YTO BCE JIeKapCTBa OKa3hIBAlOTCS
Hed3(pheKTUBHBIMU.

— Her.

— [ToHATHO, TOTAA BL MOXKETE IIOCIIAaTh eIllé HEMHOTO.

B xoMmHaTe cHOBa cTano Tuxo, u Cio3 TuHCcIH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI COHJINBOCTE. OH cHOBa U CHOBa MOprai u
CHOBA IIPOBAJIMBAJICSA B COH.

— Munuctp Bas, y Bac nosgBunock cB00O0OgHOe BpeMsi, YTOOH HaBECTUTh MEHS?

B3rnsap B rma3ax Ban MunIHa OBIIO CJTOKHO IOHSTH, HO OH ITPOIOIXKaI yibibancs. — B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, KaK odHUIIMaNIbHOe JIUIIO, 5T JOJIKEH OBIN IIOCETUTDh BEJIMKOTO ITEPBOT'0 CEKpeTaps.

— 4 He oxKupman, 4TO BHl CKaXkeTe TaKue JIngeMepHeIe CJII0OBa, HO, 0010Ch, BBl 37I€Ch [IJIST TOTO, YTOOKI
IIOCMOTPETh, a HE YMHUDPAIO JIX 4 34 I/IMnepaTopa? - C105 TuHCSH cKa3al 3To IIPOCTO B IIYTKY.

OueBUAHO, OH OBITT CTAPUKOM, U IBHO YMHUPAIOIIUM, HO C €T0 HellpeICKa3yeMou JTUYHOCTEIO0, er0
rna3a OblJIM HECKOJIBKO "HEIIPOHUIIaeMHI", YTO 3aCTaBIIANIO JII0fel He CMeTh TpeHe0peraTh M.

B KOHIIe KOHII0B, OH - IEPBLIN BeIUKUN cekpeTapb CI09, ¥ OGHOTO TOJIbKO €r0 UMEHU AO0CTaTOYHO,
yTOOBI OTIYTHYTh BCEX U KaXKA0Tr0. BceMy BUHOM I'Ty00KO yKOpeHuBIIeecs Hacnenre Cio3 THHCSHA,
100 OH TIPOIIEN Yepe3 TPU OJUHACTUY B TeueHHUe fJecsTuneTuii. OH OB TOX0XK Ha BO3BBILIAIOIIUNCS
IpeBHUY jlec. EMy HMYero He HyKHO OBIJIO [ieJiaTh, KPOMe KaK CTOSATh, ¥ 3TOTO OBIJIO [OCTATOYHO,
4yTOOBI BCE €T'0 OOSIIHCH.

VHaue, moueMy OBl HOBHEIM MIMIlepaToOp XOTb ¥ BHIOKMBAJICS U3 CHJI, HO BCE XK€ He pellacs
MerCTBOBATh OMPOMETUYKBO, Ipuberasi K OKOJIbHOMN CTPaTerwHu.

— [Toxoxe, yTo Mexknay BaMu U MIMIiepaToOpoM CyIeCTByeT MHOI'0 HeOpa3yMeHU .

C1o03 TuHCSH QBIPKHY U TOTy3aKphil ria3a. OH He TPOU3HEC HU cloBa. Ho OH ABHO He coOupascs
pearvpoBaTh Ha BaH MuHIIsHa.



— Boo0rie-To g mpuién ciofa pagu ceds caMoro, TOCMOTPETh, KaK OMMHOKK ¥ HECHACTHBI OBIBAIOT
Te, KTO OpOCcaeT CBOIO XXKeHy u meTel. Eciu BB ceiiyac yMpéeTe, To 60I0Ch, YTO He HAUOETCS Jaxe
TIOTOMKQ, YTO Hajes OBl pagu Bac TpaypHOe ofesiHue. Brl ciumkoM yrnpsaMel. Kak BE MOXKeTe BCEPHE3
BLICTABJISITH ce0s B TaKOM Bue? [Iesio B TOM, UTO Ballla COBECTh HECIIOKOMHA, U Bhl OOHUTECH, YTO
Ballle UCTUHHOE JTUI[0 CTAaHET U3BECTHO MUPY, U Bac OYOYT PyraTh THICSYU JIET?

— Bumr...

— To, 4TO B OCTaBUIM XKEHY U peOeHKa, 9TO IIJI0X0, 3TO OIKHO ObIJI0 Obl YOUTH BUX, HE TaK JIH,
MuHuCTpP Cr03?

9TOro HUKTO He 3Haj. JIIoou 3HAIOT TONBKO, YTO y MUHKUCTPa Ci03 Obl/la ImepBast CyIpyra [0 TOCIOXKY
C109, HO OHU He 3HAIOT, KaKOB OBLI €€ KOoHell. B KoHIle KOHII0B, 3T0 ObLIO 0ueHb naBHo. Cio3 TuHcaH
y2Ke HEeCKOJIbKO IeCSTUIIETUH C HOBOM 3KeHOM. Bce ero ObIBLINE U HEIHELTHUE TPOTUBHUKY 3a0bITH 00
9TOM.

Mup 3HaeT TOIBKO, YTO MTEPBHIN BeIMKUI CEKpeTaph 100D, BeXK/IUB U mobpomeTtened. OgHAKO y HETO
€CTb ¥ ITIOPOYHAs CTOPOHA. HUKTO He 3HAeT, CKOJIbKO HEeCIIPaBeTMBOCTEN OBIJIO B €T0 XKU3HU pPaHee,
1 Ban MUHIISH - eUHCTBEHHBIN, KTO MOXET 3TO 3HATh.

«BEI, BHL...»

Bau MunmsH npubnu3uics K ero nuiy: — K coxaneHuio, K1U3Hb MOel MaTepu OKa3aiach IJINHHA, U
MOsI KU3Hb TOXKe. TOHyIMY Kopaliab He IOTyOUNI HAc, HAC CIaciIu. 3HAETe JIM Bhl, UTO B TEUEHHUE BCEX
STUX JIET S XOTeJI YBUMETH 3Ty CLeHY. 2KaJsib, YTO BhI CJIUIIKOM YIIPAMEL U Y BaC €CTh CUJia, Tak YTO
MHe 0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO ITIOJHMMATLCS BBEPX LAl 3a LIaroM, II0Ka y MEHS He IOJIYUUTCS CIYCTUTh
BaC BHU3...»

— Ho... Tet Xyna'Op Ci03.. - C109 THHCSIH C TPYOOM 3aKOHYMII 3Ty Ppasy.

Ban MUHIISH BRIIPSIMUIICS ¥ CUACTIIMBO paccMmesscs: — f He XyH'Op, u Mosa ¢pamumnusd He Cio3, a
Ban. Most maTh BHIIIIA 3aMyXK 3a YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIU cllac Hac. {1 COBETYI0 BaM He BOJTHOBAThCH,
IIOTOMY 4TO [axke eCJId BBl celdac U YMPETe, 4... He Balll ChIH...

Ban MuHIISH Bcera OblT U3BECTEH CBOMM CIIOKOMHBIM U 3aMKHYTHIM XapakTepoM. Y OH B IepBhIit
pa3 Tak CYaCT/IMBO CMESJICS Iepen APYTUMU.

— KcTartu, Bam He HYKHO iyMaTh, YTO pa3 MOs HacTosAIas ¢haMunus BaH, Bb BCE eIll€ MOXKEIh
nponokuTh pox Cro3. [IoMHUTE, BB PACIYCTUIIU CIIYX, YTO g reu. [I0XxoxKe, YTO BHI IIOMIPOCUIIU KOTO-
TO CHleNiaTh 3TO. 1 He 0610 XKEHIITMH, TI09TOMY BOT y2K€ MHOT'0 JIeT He KEeHIOCE...

OH ¢ ynmeIOKO¥M ITOCMOTPET Ha JIeKalllero Ha KpOBaTH CTapuKa U YBUMAEN, KaK TOT IMOTPSICEH,
OILIEJIOMJIEH U PaCKauBaeTCs.



OH BOpyT 00HaAPYKWUJI, 4TO He pafiyeTcs, BooOpaXas, Kak OH YMPET, 0oJiee TOTO, ero yiasl0Ka Oblsia
CIUIIKOM (asbInrBoi. BHE3amHO OH MOTEPSIT K HEMY BCAKUM nHTepec. OH mepecTan yas0aThCs,
OTPSIXHYJI pyKaBa U CKa3al: — Pa3 ¢ MuctepoM Ci03 BCE B IOPSIIKE, MHE CTOUT YUTH.

— 4... 9 He 3HAI...

— IIpocTtuTe, 4TO B CKa3anu?

YcnirimaB 9TOT TOJI0C, TyMaH nepeq rina3amu Cios TuHCSHA BHE3AMMHO PACCesICs, U OH OUYHYJICSA OT
cBoero cHa. [lepeq ero rima3aMu oKa3anach TycKjas KoMHaTa. JIuno Xy CaHs He BHTIIAEN0
KPaCHUBBLIM WM YPOOIMBHIM. B BO3[yXe BUTal rOPbKOBATHIM 3allaX JeKapcTB. KaxkeTcs, 37ech miaBan
U JIETKU 3amax Pa3a0XkeHus.

C1o3 TuncsH noueBenus rybamMu, Ho 0€33By4HO.

— Munuctp C109, 94TO BB CKa3au?

Xy CaHb ObIJT OUeHb BCTPEBOKEH U MPOOJIZKAJ ClIpamuBaTh, Ho Ci03 THHCSH He MOT TOBOPUTE. XY
CaHb MOT TOJIBKO CIIPOCHUTB, KCXOMS U3 CBOEHM COOCTBEHHOM Joragku: — Brl 6€CIIOKOUTECH O
npomuioM? MoxeTe OBIThH YBePEHE!, UTO BalllK CJI0Ba ObLIX IepefaHbl MacTepy YKaHy, OH 3HaJ, 4TO
MUHUCTD BaH - Balll eIMHCTBEHHBIN CHIH M CHIeIaeT TO, YTO BB EMY CKaXKeTe.

C109 TuHCSH MOpruyn, # Xy CaHb ITOgyMaJl, YTO OH X0YeT elé YTO-TO CKa3aTh, ¥ MPHUIKAB YIIK K
ry6am C109, HO OH YCJIBIIIAJ TOJIBKO OOHY ¢pa3sy: — 4 He ...

U 6omnblie HAYETO.

Korga Xy CaHb IOIHSII TOJIOBY, OH YBUIE IIXPOKO OTKPHITHE I1a3a Ciod TUHCSHA U eT0 cepo-
rony6oe JuIo.

OH moTpsic pyKaMu u KOCHYJICS Hoca Ci03, 1 ObLI TAK HAMyTaH, YTO CEJI HA 3eMJIIO.

XoJIOHEIN BeTep MPOHUKAJI CKBO3b Pa30UTOe OKHO, JIUIIO0 CeKpeTaps OBITI0 XOIOOHEIM.

OH OBLT B3BOJIHOBAH U INMHPOKO OTKPHIT I'JIa3a.

ManeHbKass KOMHATa C YEPHEIMU KUPIUYHLIMU CTEHAMHU W YePeIUYHOM Kphimiel. CTeHb ObIIH
OLITYKaTypPEeHH! GeJIbIM IIETJIOM, HO BHITTISIAEN OHYM cephiMU. banku Oy 6peBeHYaTOTro 1IBETA,
IIOTOMY YTO OHU He OBIIM IOJBePKEHHI BO3[EeMCTBHUIO IBIIK. A elllé Ha HUX BHCEJI0 HECKOIbKO
6aMOYKOBLIX KOP3UH. B KOp3KHE, TOKPHITOM CUHEW TKAHbIO, YTO-TO JIeXKaso.



On nexain Ha KpOBaTH, y'KpBITBII;I CTapPBIM CTEraHBIM OHOEAJIOM. O;:[e;mo BHITJIAOEIJIO YUCTHIM U
dKKYPATHBIM, HO XJIOIIOK BHYTPH OBIT XKECTKHM.

HampoTuB ero HOT CTOSIT PSIT TEMHO-KOPUYHEBHIX IMKA(GOB C MEIHBIMU TBO3ISIMU ¥ MEIHBIMU
pydKamu, Bpe3aHHEIMH B ITKa(, yKpalleHHbIe TPOCTEIMU y30paMu 0071aKOB U BOOHL. XOTS 3TO HUYTO
0715t OOMBIINX CeMeM, 3TOT TpeaMeT MeOeTd MOKHO OBIJIO JIETKO MOIYYUTh.

W nerko nepepmaTth U3 IIOKOJIEHUS B IIOKOJIEHHE!

Tak TOBOPHUII €TI0 0TeL, KOTOprfI OBLT JIYYIIUM ITJIOTHUKOM B IE€PEBHE.

C1o3 ['oy113BI TOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO Y HEro OOIUT IojioBa, Kak OyITO ero CUIbHO yaapuin MOTHIroi. OH
XOTeJI CeCTh, HO ITOYYBCTBOBAJ C1ab0OCTh ¥ CHOBA yIasl Ha CIIUHY.

3aTeM OH IOHSJI, 4TO OH - Cr03 ['0y13kl, CTapIInyi CBIH BTOPOU XKeHbl ceMbr C103. M3-3a TOr0, 4TO 4YTO-
TO CJIyYUJIOCh, OH HE MOT IIPOAOJIKATE KUTh. OH ObII 00JIEH yKe MHOTO THEH.

Ox He Croo THHCSH, 4eJI0OBEK U3 ero CHOB.

Kaxk oH Mor O®BITHL UM?

Y1006l JOKA3aTh, YTO 3TO OBLT TOJBKO €T0 COH, OH HaMEPEHHO MOOHS PYKY U IIOCMOTPeNT Ha Heé.

Hy xoHeuHo xke! Pyka nepeq HuM Oblsla TOHKOW U KpacuBoiu. OH ellé He HapaCTHUJI T€ MBIIIITH 1
KOCTH, KOTOPBIE IOIKHBL OBITh Y My2KUMHEL. B 9TOM rofly eMy UCIIOJIHHAIIOCH BCETO YeThIpHaALIaTh. Kak
OH MOT JOXUTh 0 CEMUTECATH JIeT, a IOTOM yMepEeTh U "TIepeBEepPHYThCA" B CBOEU MOruje?

Croa FOYHBH TA2KEJI0 B3OOXHYII U CHOBA OT'JIAAesiCA, HaKOHEIl, YCIIOKOUBIINCE.

CHapy}KI/I KTO-TO pa3roBapuBall, ¥ IOJIOC DOHOCHUIICA U3 OKOHHOM IIENH.

— Yka0'3Ip, 5 He X0Uy KPUTUKOBAThL Te0s, HO IOCMOTPH Ha ce0s. [leByIKa, KOTopas He 3aHUMAaeTCs
IIOMOM, a Hay4HuJIach Y MEJIKUX TOPTOBIIEB 3aHUMaThCs OM3HecoM. Kakoe [1efio Thl XO4elllh BECTH?
Ecnu y Tebs melCTBUTENHHO €CTh CBOOOHOE BpeMs, moueMy Obl Tebe He TOMOYb MHE C KaKOU-HUOYOb
paboToi?

T'ooc Ka3aoch, MpUHAJIexkaa MOJIOOOM XKeHIIMHe, HO MPOHUS B €€ CII0Bax ObIIa CIIMIIKOM CHJIBHA.
[oBOPAT, YTO BHEIIHOCTh POXKAAETCS OT KaueCcTB Cepflla, U HeyOuBUTeNIbHO, YT0 CyHb He Obla
KpacaBHUIIEeH.

Cr03 ['oyL3Hl yXBATHUIICS 3a 3Ty MBICIb B €T0 T'0JI0Be, U Obly ommrestoMéH. OH HEHaBHUIET YETBEPTYIO



TéTy'H.IKy, HO KaK OH MOT' TaK MHOT'O IyMaTh O I[pyTI/IX?

Hpemne YeM OH YyCII€JI YTO-TO IIOHATH, OH YCJIBIIIAJI I'0JIOC U3 CHA.

— YeTBEpPTas TETH, g X0TeNa OBl TIOMOYE Tebe, HO TH 3Haellb, 4To ['oy1u 60eH yKe MHOTO THEH.
Most ceMbs fana eMy HeMHOTO JeHeT, YTOOBI OH IIPHUHSII JIEKApPCTBO, HO JIUIIb TOIBKO Yepe3
nonMecsiia. baOyIika ckasasa, 4To JeHer JjoMa He XBaTaeT, ¥ Bejlejla HaM IepecTaTh MOKYIaTh
nekapcTBa. OH - MOM My, ¥ S He MOT'Y IIPOCTO CMOTPETH, Kak OH 0oieeT. YeTBEPTAs TETSA XOUET,
YTOOBRI 5 TOMOTJIa C pab0TOoM, XOPOIIO0, HO THl MOXKEIITb OJOJIXKUThL MHE HEMHOTO JIeHEeT, YTOOH KYIIUTh
nmekapcTBa? Mory g BepHYTh X Tebe HeMHOT0 TT03XKe?

X03sIMKOM 3TOT0 rojoca Obljia MOJIofiask eBYIIKa. B ToHe e€ OBIJIO YTO-TO OCBeXkKallllee, a TakKXKe
Iy TKH.

IIa, Ykao0'dp crneunanbHO Apa3Huia CyHb.

OHa s3BUTENIbHA 110 HaType. Eif ropa3mo TpygHee [OCTaTh IEHHU, YeM 4To-ubo caenaTk. bomee
TOTO, OHa 3a00TUTCS O IBYX MaJIeHbKUX JIETSX BTOPOM JKEHHI.

Y BTOpO# KEHHI ceryac TOIbKO ABOe geTell. EnuHCTBEHHOMY CHIHY 14 JIeT, a ero crapliei cecTpe
Bcero 16. JIuno CyHb BCcerfa BeIpaxkaeT HeBepue, Korjga OHa CJIBIIIUT 0 YxKao'Jp.

YT0 3a OM3HEC MOKET BeCTH 3Ta TIyllasi eB4YOHKaA, YTOORI 3apa60TaTb meubru? OHa IIpoCTO
BBIKOIIAJId TPX OBIHU W OBd (1)I/IHI/IKa C II0JIA U B34Jla HX, YTOOBI 06MaHYTB TOPOOCKHUX XKUTeJIer Ha
HECKOJIbKO II€eHHH.

— V TBoel 4eTBEPTOI TETH HET IeHeT, YTOOH maTh TeOe B3alMEL. Bce eHBrH B HAIIEM IOME
IPUHAAJIeXkKaT TBOel 6a0yIKe, ¥ Thl MOXKEIIb MTOPOCUTH V¥ Heé! - CyHb moxJiomnaa cebs 1o 3amy u
TIOIIIa B IOM, JIEHSICh CHOBA TOBOPUTH OIHO U TOXKE.

— VYV Té€THU HeT feHeT, YTOOH 3aHATH UX MHE, U S He CMeI0 IIPOCUThL fieHer y 0a0yinku. A momxkHa
BBISICHUTD, T B3SITh HEMHOTO IeHEeT U 3al0IyYUTh JIEKapCTBO [ys I'oyib!

T'onoc Yzkao'9p 6bl1 0cOOEHHO I'POMKUM. ECTECTBEHHO, OHAa TOBOPHIIA He TONMbKO misi CyHb, HO U [JIS
YxKao, KoTOopas cupela B IIaBHOM KOMHATe.

Koneuno xe, nocne Toro, Kak 4xao'3p Bolwuia B foM, YxKao BCcTasa B ABepsx u orpyrana CyHs: — T
He yOpasa CBUHAPHUK, HO BEepHYJIach B floM?

Yzkao'Op mokayasa TOJI0BOM, MPUIOHSIIa 3aHABECKY U BOIIJIa BHYTPh. M TyT XKe BCTPETUIIACH
B3rsimoM ¢ Ci03 T'oyI3HL.
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