Temmnas Boga nNuIach Ha KOXY JleoHuca, 1 GeJIbit ITap IMOJHUMAJICA U 3aTyMaHHBAJI €r0 3PEeHune.
BaHnHas KOMHaTa, IIPUCTPOEHHAA K KOMHATE Pucenuu, Oblla Ha YOuUBJIEHHE 0071110, ManbYuK 3HAJ
0 TaKMX YaCTHEIX KYIIaJIbHAX, HO OHU IIPeJHa3Ha4YaJINCh TOJIBKO OJId 3HATHU U KOPOJIEBCKUX 0c00.
HpOCTHe JIIOOHU I10JIb30BAJIUCh O6H.IGCTB6HHBIMI/I OaHSIMY UIU TOPAYHNMHU NCTOYHUKaMHU.

[Toxoxke, OHa JeNCTBUTENBHO 6HaFOpOJIH01"O IMPOUCXOXKOEHU...

Y Pucenuu OblyTa TUYHAS TOPHUYHAS, ¥ OHA Beja ce0sl ¢ U3LICKAHHOW BEXKIUBOCTHIO.

Us OyIiia IIOJIAJIAaCh TeIllJlasd BOO4, IPOMOYUB YE€PHBIE BOJIOCEI KOPOJISA HEXKUTH.

omXKHO OBITH, 9TO KAKOE-TO Maru4eckoe yCTPOKUCTBO, UCIIOIh3YIOIIee KOIJOBCTBO BOOH U OTHS...

JIt060TIEITCTBY ST, OH TIOCMOTPEJ Ha mMpoOKy myma. OHa Obiyla BEITpaBupoBaHa B popme mbBa. OHa Gblna
paspaboTtana TakuM 06pa3oM, 4TOOH paboTaTh Jaxe C Majeniend peakiied MaHHb.

pr;:[HO OBIIIO TIOBEPHUTH, YTO HEYTO CTOJIb COBEPIIEHHOE MOI'JIO CYIIIeCTBOBATEL, B TO BPEMs KdK
KOJIOHOBCTBO OBIJIO ITOJTHOCTHIO 3a0BITO.

Bo BpemeHa JleoHKCa KOJIMOBCTBO OBIIIO0 YHUKAIBHOM CUIION, HOCTYIIHOM JIUIIL TEM, KTO 001aman
TaJIaHTOM €ro KCII0Ih30BaTh. HO B 9Ty- 310Xy YeJI0BeUeCTBO Pa3paboTao TeXHOJIOTUH, KOTOPhHIE
TI03BOJIS/IM MCII0JIb30BaTh UX IIPAKTUYECKHU JII000MY .

..M m03TOMY KOJIIOBCTBO, Tpebymolee MPUPOTHEIX CIIOCOOHOCTEH, CTal0 HEHYKHEBIM. ..

KomnmoBcTBO OBIII0 OTOPOIIIEHO B CTOPOHY, HO C TOSIBIIEHMEM HOBOTO Bpara - [IyCTOTHUKOB -
YyeJI0Be4eCTBO pa3paboTasio HOBOE OpYKUe [ MPOTUBOCTOSIHUS UM: CBsileHHbEe Meun. HeoOrruHas
cua, KOTopas OTJMYajach OT KOJIIOBCTBA Ha (yHIaMeHTalbHOM YPOBHE.

...CKopee BCcero, 3Ta Cua 3apofuiach He B 3TOM MEpe.

EMy HeueM ObLJIO TIOATBEPAUTD 3TO, HO TeMHEbIHN Jlopa 4yBCcTBOBas nofmobHoe. Pucenus Ha3Baja 3To
[apoM, KOTOPHIY IJIaHEeTa IPENOfHeCa YeI0BeYEeCTRY.

Ho meificTBuTEeIbHO JIU IJIaHeTa 00IagaeT TaKOW CUIIOH... ?

[TyctoTHuKHU, CBATEIE MEUH... BCE CIIUIIKOM OTJIMYATIOCh OT TOTO BPEMEHH, C KOTOPHIM JIeOHUC OBI
3HaKoM. [laxe ecyiu Obl OH IOTIBITAJICS BOCCTAaHOBUThH apMuUX TeMHBIX JIOpIoB, eMy He XBaTajlo
nHpopmanuu 06 sToM Mupe. OmubKa, fonylleHHas cefidac, He IPUHECET eMy HUYero, KpoMe HOBBIX
npo0eM.



YTo elnle BaxkHee, NeNUCTBUTEILHO JIX OHA BO3poauiIaCh B 3TOM MI/Ipe?

[Toka 4TO MHe crienyeT nonoxnaTh, oka lapu u biskac He BEpHYTCA C OOK/IafaMu.

JIeOHUC HAMBITIUIT PYKH U IIPUHAJICA IIPOMBIBATH BOJIOCHI.

...KcTtaTu, Tam s YCIIBIIIAI KO€-4TO MHTEPECHOE.

OH BCIIOMHWJI pa3roBOP, KOTOPHIH MOACIyIIal HEKOTOPoe BpeMs Ha3al. Ha MOpcKoM fHe BHU3Y ObLIA
oOHapyXeHH! 60Jble PYUHEL. JIeOHUC 3Ha, 4TO 3TO ObUIM 3a pyuHbl. Ha 9TOM MecTe Korma-To
Haxoaunach KpernocTb Hekpo3soa - [IBoper; CMepTH. 3mech Ke ITPOU30IIIIa IoCIefHsIss OUTBa MeXOy
apmusamu lllectu I'epoeB 1 TeMHBIX BiracTenuHOB.

A 3T0 03HAYaJso, YTO IO 3TUMHK BOJIHAMH IIOKOUIMCH OCTAaHKHN OeCUNCIIEHHON HeXKUTH U MOHCTPOB, a
TaKXe apxu-Myapena Apakasns [lerpaguoca, TOr0 CaMOro, 4To CAujCcs co CBAILeHHBIM [IpeBoM.

... Apxu-mynpern Toxe o6aman cBoero poga 6eccMepTueM, HO Jake OH He HOJIKeH OBLI BRIKHUTH Ha
IOHe OKeaHa.

Ho toT ¢axr, uto [IyCTOTHUKY IOPOKIAIUCh UMEHHO TaM, IIPeICTaBIsA)I UHTEPEC.

MozxkeT OBITh, TPOCTO COBMageHue? A MOXeT OHITE...?

Ho Kak TONIBKO 3Ta MEICITh IIpHUIIIJia B €TI0 IMOKPHITYIO TIeHOHn TOJIOBY...

- Jleo, THI TaM B mOpsIgKe?

- [Ia, Boma B caMbId pa3... Aaaa?! - JleoHHC pedIeKTOPHO IOBEPHYJICS B CTOPOHY T0jI0Ca U
BCKPUKHYVIIL.

CepebpucThie BOJIOCH pa3BEBaIKCh 10 3aIlI0JIHEHHOM MapoM KoMHarTe... Koxka 0enasi, Kak
LNEBCTBEHHBIN CHET... [lepeq ero rima3aMu BO3HUKIIA [1apa IPyAeu.

- ...Aaaa, 993...!

JIeOHUC YyTh He OIPOKUHYJ KOBIIUK.

- Yto cmyuunocs, JIeo?! - yiuBneHHO cupocuia Pucemnus.

- J-y10?!



Koponb HexxuTu yman, yoapuBIIMCh 3afHULIEN 0 KadenbHbIi MO,

B nmaHuKe OH 3a0BIT faXKe IPUKPHITE JIUI0 PYKaMy, ¥ eMy OTKPBIICS ITIPeKpacHbIH BUI Ha ee
BEJIMKOJIENHY10 00HaxkeHHY0 urypy. Mokphle cepebprCThie TOKOHBI TPUJTUIIIN K €€ OT0JIEHHOU
Koxe. C710BHO G0TuHS JIYHHI CIyCTHIACh Ha 3EMITIO.

- Tl 4TO, CMYIIAEIIBCS, YTO 5T YBUKY TeO0s TONBIM? MalbuvKy He HOMKHBI CMYIIAaThCS M3-3a TAKUX
BeIlen.

Hert, HeT, 3TO He 4 OOIXKEH CMYU.IaTBCH...! 9Ta MBICIIb IIPOCTO KpH4YaJjla B I'OJIOBE JleoHuca.

...MoxeT ObITh, 3TO CUUTAJIOCh HOPMOM B 3TOM CTPAHHOM MUPE I10 IIPOLIECTBUU THICSYETIETUS?

...BO3MOXKHO, HOPMEI IIPHAJINYUA 9TOU 3MOXU OTJIMYAIOTCSI OT MOET0 BpeMeHI/I!

He oOpamast BHUMaHUS Ha TO, 4TO Kopomo HexuTy OBITIO CTPAHHO 3aBUCETh OT MPUINYMH, JIeoHUC
ObLT BecbMa olejioMieH. Ero 3aMeniaTeIbCTBO IIPUBJIEKIO BHUMaHKe Pucenuu. OHa B3TNIIHY/a Ha
MaJbyMKa.

- Aaa! - BHE3aIlHO BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHa.

- 4-4yT10 9T0...7 - CIIpOCHUI JleoHUC C HOTKOU CTpaxa B rojoce.

- Tl DOJIZKEH KCIIOIL30BaTh IIAMITYHb [IJIT BOJIOC, @ He MBIIO!

-LWA?

Ona HaxMypunace u ycaguna JleoHuca Ha CTyIIL.

- Y Te06s Takue KPaCHUBEIE BOJIOCHI, Thl HE MOJI2KE€H UX TdK IIOPTHUTE.

Ona Hanmmuma ropﬂqeﬁ BOJEI Ha €ro BOJIOCEI M Ha4aJla UX OIIOJIaCKHUBATh.

- 4 Mory OMEITE Cebs...

- Heeeet! TIycTh TBOS CTapiiasi cecTpa C 3TUM pa3bepeTcs.

JIeoHUC MIOTHO 3aKpPHIJI T'JIa3d, IIOYYBCTBOBAB, KdK B HUX II0OIIAJI0 HEMHOT'O IITAMITYH.



- Kakaga IIpekKpacCHada KOxKa. TPYJIHO IIOBEPHUTE, UYTO THI KHUJI HE B TOPOOE.

Pucenusa Hayasa TepeTh €ro CIMHY MOYaJIKOM. JTa OEeBYIIKa II0JIHOCTHIO OTAAJIa BEeJIMYauIlero u3
Temubix JIopmoB B ee MUIOCTh. BpeMs 0T BpeMeHu JIeOHUC OIyIaa MATKOe, XIolallee
IIPUKOCHOBEHUE K CBOEU criHe. Korga ero mysbC y4acTUJICS, OH IIpUiaraji CO3HATeJIbHEIE,
MYy4UTEIbHbIE YCUIHUs, YTOOH HE 3agyMBIBAaTLCS O TOM, YTO MOXKET OBITh €r0 UCTOUHUKOM. C mIpyroi
CTOPOHHI, Prcenus, Ka3amoch, COBCEM He Bo3pazKkajia MMPOTUB TOTO, YTOOR MPUKUMATHCS K €T0 KOXKe.

ITO0 U3-3a OeTCKOTO Tea, Uill... ?

Y10 OBI 9TO HU 6I>IJ'IO, OIyITIeHHe €€ TOHKUX IaJIblle€B, IMOJIOCKAIOIINUX €I0 BOJIOCHI, OBLITO IIPUATHBIM...
IToka ee PYKHU BHE3allHO HE OCTAaHOBUJIUCE.

- ...Mory g PaCCKa3aThb Tebe HeMHOTO 0 cebe? - CIIPOCHIIa OHA.

- Koneuso, - kuBHy1 JIeoHHUC.

Ona BBHIK/TIOYKIIA BOAY B OyIIIE.

- ...Moux pogutenen younu I1yCTOTHUKH, - IIETIOTOM IIPU3HAIAach OHA. - OTO Ha3kBawT Haner -
HellpefickadyeMas, MaciiTabHasi KaTacTpoda, CripoBourpoBaHHas [1yCTOTHUKOM, KOTOPHIH
[I0BeJIeBaeT APYTUMU. JTO CIIy4YUJIOCH IIECTh JIET Ha3af. Mo ctapelid oM, TpeTuy MITypMOBOU Caf,
OBLTT YHUYTOXKEH 3a OOHY HOYb".

Ianee oHa moapoOHO pacckasasa, YTo ee poguTeny Obu CBATEIMU MeYyHUKaMU U KOMaHAUpaMu
IITYPMOBOT'0 KOPIIyCa, ¥ YTO OHU TOTUOIM IIPU UCIIOJIHEHUY CITyKe0HBIX 0053aHHOCTEH, 3alluinas
MUPHBIX XXKUTenel. EMUHCTBEeHHBIMU BHIKUBIIMMY 4YlleHaMu foMa Kpucrtanuu OvlIu OHa U ee
clyXkaHKa Perusa.

- [TouckoBo-cniacaTebHbIE CITYKObI HAIIIM HAC Yyepe3 fecAaTh AHel. OXKUmanoch, YTO [0Yb ABYX
CBATEIX MEYHUKOB IIPOSIBUT TaKyl0 K€ CHUIY, II09TOMYy MeHS IPUHSIN B AKafieMuio IKCKanuoyp.
Ho... - Pucenus ropbko 3amMonvaria.

- Trl He Moxkenb co3maTh CBaTON Meu...?

- ...BepHo. - Pucenus xkuBHyna. - To, 4To cka3an Mio3ensb, IipaBpa. f He npobynuna cuny CBITOTO
Meua.

[To cnoBam Pucenuu, netu ¢ ¢pakTopoM, IO3BOISAIOMIMM co3aTh CBATOM Med, IPOSBIIAIN XOTS OB
YacTh CUJIBI HE paHbllle JeCATH U He M03Ke YeThIpHAALaTH JIeT. A B TaKUX Cllydaax, Kak y Pucenuy,
Korga o0a poputens Obiid CBATHIME MeuHUKaMU, BEPOATHOCTh TOTO, UTO PEOEHOK MPOSBUT CUITY,
cocTassiia no4utu 90 NPOLEeHTOB.



Ho, HecMOTps Ha BCe ee ycunus, OHa He MOrja mpu3BaTh CBATOM Med. OHa MHUIIMATUBHO
OTIIpaBUJIaCh Ha MIOMCKY PYUH, AyMasi, YTO OpyXkKue, JTaHHOe YeJI0BEYECTBY M7t O0PLOHI C
[TycToTHUKaMM, MOXKET Jlerde MaTepuanIn30BaThCs B 00pbbe C HUMH.

- 9to Ge3paccyacTao...

- ...JJ-ma... 4 3Ha1w 9T0. - Pucenus noBecuia rojgoBy Ha 3amedanue Jleonuca. - Ho ecnu 51 He
npoOyxKy CBsTol Meu B GnuxKaliliee BpeMs, s OTEPSIO IIPaBO HaXOAUTHCS 37ECh.

B ee romnoce 3By4ajy TpeBOTa U TOPEYb... JIEOHUC MPEKPACHO IIOHUMAJI €e YyBCTBA. ITO YYBCTBO,
KOTI'[la JKeJlaelllb CUJIbl 00JIbIlle, YeM KTO-Tu00 [APYToii, HO He MoxeIllb ee 06pectu. Tak xKe, Kak KOrja-
TO OH JKeJIajl CUJIBI, YTOORI 3aLTUTUTH TeX, KTO OB €My HOPOT.

- Ho 51 Bepio, 4TO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IPo0YyXKy CBATOM Med. - Pusenus npuxaina KyJlaku K TPYLOH.

- 9mm, Jleo... - T'onoc Pusenuu Temneps OBLI IIIETIOTOM.

- Kak Tth CMOTPHIIIb Ha TO, YTOOHI IIPUCOEINHUTHCSA K MOEMY B3BOI[Y?

- ... {1, BCTynuTh B TBOU B3BOX?

OH ITOYyBCTBOBAJI, KAK OHA OCTOPOXKHO KMBHYIA.

- KoneuHo, THl He 00513aH, €CJIU HE XOYelllb... - [[eBYIIIKa OMyCTHUJIA TOJIOBY. - THI BOJIEH
IPUCOENNHUTLCS K J1I000MYy B3BOMY, KOTOPHIHM TeOe HpaBuTcs. TBoW CBSTOM Med MOXKET UCLENSATh
paHbl, TakK 4YTO S yBepeHa, YTO MHOTHeE OPYyTrue oapa3feieHns 3aX0TAT Teb4... - Pucenus
IIPOrOBOPHIIA 3TH CJIOBA IIOT HOC.

...JTO TIOMEITKA 3aBePOOBAThL MEHS?

- Tak BOT II0o4YeMy ThI HCIIOJIb3YelIlb CBOU 2KEHCKHUE XUTPOCTH. Moxert 6BITB, S HEIIPAaBUJIBHO Tebs
OLIEHUIJI.

- ZKeHCKHE XUTPOCTH... H-HeT, 3T0 coBceM He TO! - 3aBOTHOBABIIKCH, Prcenus MOCIeNnHo
OTCTpaHuJjIa CBOe Tejo OT JleoHuca.

- f mpocro myuy, - ckasan Jleonuc. - Ho TH XKe He MOXeIlb BUHUTh MeHS, €CJIU S HEeIIPaBUIbHO
mouMy?

- ...Y Tebs1 MoKeT OBITh MHUJIOE JINIOO, HO BHYTPH THI XYJIUT'dH. - Pucenus HaOyJiaChb.



...Ho JIeoHuC 3HaI, 4YTO OHA YECTHHIHN 1 CHpaBeJI[J'II/IBBIfI YyenoBek. UMeHHO IIO3TOMY OHa CKa3adJla eMy,
YTO He MOXKET MCHO0Ib30BaTh CBITON Mey, Impexne 4eM CIIPDOCHUTH €ro.

[leByIiKa, KOTOpas He MOXKeT UCIO0/Ib30BaTh CBATOU Med... [[eBylliKa Ha rpaHy U3THAHUS U3
akageMmun. Ecny He cYuTaTh JIIOJEN CO CKPBITHIMU MOTHBaMHU, BPOJe 3TOr0 Mep3aBlia Mi3esis, Majio
KTO BU[EJI BRITOAY B TOM, YTOOB O0BEOUHUTLCS C TaKOM [EeBYLIKOW, Kak Pucemnus.

... 4YT0 OBI HU CITyYUJIOCH, g B JII0OOM CJIy4ae XOTeJ 0CTaThCs C HeH.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, eMy 6yx[eT Jiy4d1ie, eClii Ha €ero CTOPOHEe 6y116T €ro IMpuCIIyKHHUIIA.

- ...Ecnu TH mpuCcoeNUHUIILCS K HallleMy B3BOAY, V Te0s Bcerma OymyT BKYCHbBIE CTTafOCTH, KOTTIa ThI
3aX04ellb.

- Ha 3T0T pa3s nelTaeuscss 3aMaHuTh MEHS efou?

- I-ma BOBCe HeT...!

9TO CIIy4UJIOCh TOTAA.

- A-a-a...?

Pucenusa TIOoHIIaTHYyJIaCh, KakK 6YJITO €€ 0XBATHJIO BHE3aIllHOE I'OJIOBOKPY2XKEHHUE.

- A... To B nopsimke? - JleoHuUC novmar ee 3a IJjeyd.

Bo3M0KHO, OHa caMa 3TOT0 He ITIOHUMaJIa, HO... ee TeJI0 OBIIO0 CMEpPTEeJIbHO XO0JIOOHEIM, KaK y TPYIIa.

- AX, pocCTH, £... 1 BOPYT NOYyBCTBOBaja cebs 0ueHb caloii...

...JloxoXkKe, OHa BOT-BOT [JOCTUTHET CBOETO npepneria.

IIeIxanue OEBYIIKHU CTAJIO 3aTPYOHEHHBIM, d CBET Ha4all ©UCYE€3aTh U3 €€ HBJII/ICTO-FOHY6BIX rjias.
Jleonuc IIPUCIIOHHUII €€ K CTEeHE, YTOOHI IIpuaoaTh eit 6oree YJI06H06 IIOJIOKEHHE.

- [Ipoctu meHs. 5 conran tebe.

- ...Pucemnus IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha JleoHHCa C OIIeIOMIEHHEIM BBEIPA2KEHHUEM JIXIIA.



- To, 4TO 5 UCIIONIB30BAJI, YTOOBI UCLETIUTE Te0s... He OblIo cuiioi CsiToro Meua, Cemnus.

To, 4TO OH cHenaj, maXke Heb3sg Ha3BaTh UclleieHueM. [IoToMy 4TO, HECMOTPS HU Ha 4YTO, OHa OBIa
yXKe...

- Jle...0...?

- Puzenuga Kpucranus yxe mepTsa.
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