AHTeJ BOIIIeJT B TJIAaBHBIN 3aJ1. B uHTephepe 3aia mpeobiiafaroT CTEHH IIBETA CJIOHOBOM KOCTH,
HECKOJIbKO OO0JIBIIMX KOJIOHH BHICTPAKUBAIOTCS 10 00KaM, a epel HUMH CTOUT YJIeH 3JIUTHOTO BOMCKa.
[Torbl cealbl U3 TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOI'0 MPaMopa, ATUHHBIM KPAacHBIM KOBEP BBIJIOKEH OT OBEPH IO
TPOHHOM CILIeHHI ¥ O0bIllasi KapTHHA €ro AsOU B 30JI0TOM paMe IoMellleHa IT03au TPOoHa.

OH BHIIIETT HA CEPeUHY 3ajia ¥ MOKJIOHUIICS CBOEMY MAsifie, KOTOPHIN CUEN Ha TPOHE B 0e3yIpedHoM
1103€, IepKach PyKaMu 3a CIIMHKY Kpeclia.

- Ians, T MeHs 3Ban?"

Ero gapsa-aeiHemHud Koposb Actepun, Kopors [Ixepsuc Opuc Perrxapt. OH Havasl IpPaBUTh AECATh
JIeT Ha3af, II0cjle CMepTH OTLa AHrera.

Y xopons [IxkepBuca ObIIK CIeTKa BHIOUIMECS 30JI0THCThIE BOJIOCH, Kapye I'la3a U CEPhe3H0e JIULIO C
TOHKOM O0POOKOM, yKpalaBiie# ero mog6oponok. OH OB OJET B Ty 2Ke YHU(OPMY, YTO U OH U
Wnexkc, ero oTimndan 30JI0TOX 3HAYOK Ha BOPOTHUKE, OKPYKEHHEIHM OeTbIMU OpUIIMaHTaMHy,
03HAYaBIIKMHU, YTO OH KOPOJIb, ¥ OeJIbll 1Al C IbBUHOU T'0JI0BOM, YKPAIIeHHOM 30JI0THIM IpefHeM
AcTepuu, CBUCAIOIIKAM C €T0 JIEBOTO IIjleda A0 CaMBIX IIAT.

Kopons [IxkepBuc mocMOTpel Ha HeTo ¢ ouiinaabHEIM BEIpakeHUeM JINIa.

-V MmeHd ecTb g5 Te6s 3amanue. [Ipoina yxke Hefiens C TeX IOP, KaK CBUPENLI MOHCTP Haraj Ha
Crpunrsenn-CuT#, ¥ 4UCIIO XKEPTB pacTeT C KaXObIM OHeM. fl Ha3HauuI B3BOJ KOPOJIEBCKUX BOKCK,
HO [I0 CUX IIOP He TOJIyYHJI OT HUX HUKAKUX U3BECTUMU. A Temeph 5 NpuKa3biBalo Tebe OTIIPaBUTHLCS
TyHa ¥ IIOMOYb MM IOOEIUTh 3TO UymoBwuine. 3armoMuu! TH JOMKEH BEPHYTHCS Cpa3y ke Iociie
3aBeplIeHus CBOer Muccuu. [lapTus BCTpeuyu anbsiHCa MUPa COCTOUTCS Yepe3 [AeCATh JHEH, S He
X04y, 4TOOHI THl OTCYTCTBOBAJI.- HOOABUII OH C TIOTYEPKHYTOW WHTOHAIUEHN.

MUuUpHBIH anbsSHC, UK aJbSHC MUpPA - 9T0 00beqUHEeHNEe HECKOIbKUX KOPOJIEBCTB, KOTOPHIE
IIOATIKCAaI MUPHOE COTJIallleHue U YCTaHOBUIIU AUIIJIOMaTH4YeCKre OTHOIIEHUS C TeX 1OpP, KaK
ISITHAIATh JIET Ha3a[l 9TOT ajbsSHC BO3TIaBuiI0 KopomeBcTBO AcTepus.

-4l BCce mOHMMaI0.- OH KOPOTKO OTBETHUJI, 3aTE€M IIOKJIOHHUIICA W BBIIIEII.

Korpa Anren BhIlIes U3 r1aBHOro 3aa, Koposb [IKepBUC B3TJISHYJI Ha CBOEr0 JOBEPEHHOTO LINKOHA,
OJIeTOTO B UEPHYIO MaHTHUIO, CTOSIBILIETO 3a IIePBOU KOJIOHHOM.

- Cnegyi 3a HUM. Ecniu OH cheniaeT 4To-TO IIOA03PUTENIBHOE, NOJI0XKY MHE, - IpUKa3all OH.
[InuoH HeMe[IeHHO KUBHYJI U BHILIEI U3 3ajia, ClIenys 3a AHTeJIOM.

"Pagu 3TOTO KOPOJIEBCTBA 5T HE MOTY IIOTEePSATh OMUTEIbHOCTR", - mogyMai Koposs [IkepBuc.
Bckope HeCKOJIbKO 4JI€HOB 3JIMTHOT'O BOXCKA BOIIIM B I'JIaBHBIY 3aJI ¥ TOKJIOHUIUCE EMy.

- Bame BenruecTBO, MBI BEPHYJIACE."

Kopons [I>XepBuC HAKJIOHUICS BIEepeN U IIOCMOTPENI Ha HUX C CePhe3HBIM BEIpakeHUeM JInla.
-Hy u kaKk 3to 65110? Bl ero Hamu?"

Onu nokavaJsy rojioBaMu U C CoXKajleHUEeM I0OCMOTPE/IN BHUS.

Kopomnb [I2kepBrC OTKUHYJICS Ha CIIMHKY CTYJa ¥ YCTaJI0 B3NOXHY. [IPOIo yKe OecsaTh JeT C Tex



TI0p, KaK Tparudecku nmorud ero 6pat, Ho Bce ero paccienoBanue 0b110 GecriogHeM. Kpome Toro,
ero MaeMsSHHUK, Aurenyc Paii3enb, 10 CUX TIOp He HaWOEH.

On 3aKpPHIJI I'JIa3d, BCIIOMHUB, KaK HallleJI CBOETO 6paTa, KOTOprfI yMeD B Iiemepe BMeCTe C
MaJIbBYHMKOM, IIOX02KHM JIMIIOM Ha €ro IIJIEMAHHHKA. HeCMOTpﬂ Ha TO, 9YTO OBET €r0 BOJIOC U3MEHHJICA,
OH BCe€ €llle BEPHUJI, YTO MaJIbYUK OBLTT €T0 IJIEMSHHUKOM B TO BpeMsi.

[Tocrne TOro, KaK MaJib4¥K He MIPOCHINAJICS B TeYeHUE HECKOJIbKUX OJHEH, U JOKTOP O0TKa3asICs OT
HEro, OH pa3bICKaJsl OIBITHOIO Mara, KOTOPBIY XKUJ1 B U3THaHUU B BocTouHOoM necy Actepuu. Ho Kak
TOJIBKO BOJIIIEOHHUK OCMOTPEIT ero, OH OBIJT OTOPOINEH CTPAHHOM CUJION Maib4yuKa. Yapomen cKasail,
YTO MaJb4yuK 00/laflaeT CUJIOM ThbMBI, KOTOpas 3alledyaTaHa BHYTPU HETO.

OH ITOMHWII, KAKO€ CMSITEHHEe HAIIOJTHUIIO r0 I'0JIOBY, IIOCKOJIBKY €T0 IIEMSTHHUK HUKOTa He
obJ1afilan CTPaHHBIMU CIIOCOOHOCTSMU, U O0Jiee TOro, ceMbst PeltHxapT Onlna moroMkoM HebecHoro
nineMeHu. Mix moToMKu He OyayT u He MOTYT o0afgaTh CUJIO¥M ThMEL. Ho mpexme yeM yapopen ycren
CKas3aTh YTO-TO ellle, OH PacTasiy y Hero Ha ria3ax. Koposs [I:KepBHUC MOT TOJIBKO MOIYATh B IIIOKE,
KOTZla YBU[IEJI, KaK KOXa, IIJIOTh ¥ KOCTU Yapofes MagaloT ONUH KyCOK 3a APYTUM Iepel HUM U TaloT,
KaK CBeya B OTHe, [I0Ka HUYero He 0CTaJIOCh.

Y 4uTo0 moTpsicio ero emie 60JIbIe, KOTOA OH IIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY K MaJIbYUKy, KOTOPOT'O 00HAPY XKL,
OTKPHIB T'JIa3a ¥ IOCMOTPEB HA OCTATKU MarvyeCKOro II0Ih30BATES TPOH3UTEIILHEIM X0JI0MHBIM
B3TTIAAOM. [IpHCTAIBHEIM B3TIISIM, KOTOPOT'0 V €ro IIeMsSHHMKA HUKOTa He ObII0, ¥ MaJlbYuK CHOBA
TIOTEPSITT CO3HAHUE.

[Tocrne aToro ciy4asi oH ObLJI yBEPEH, UTO MaJIbuUK He ero MJIeMSHHHK, a KTO-TO IPYTOM, KTO IIbITAJICS
3aMaCKUpPOBaThCA nof Hero. OH IBITAJICA BEICHATH €0 U3 3aMKa, HO B TO BPEMS TOT TOJIBKO UTO
3aHs1 TpoH. OH JOJIZKeH cTabuIM3uPOBaTh CBOE MOJIOKEHKE, B TOM YKCIIe B3sIB Ha ce0s JoBepue
OBOPSH U MUHUCTPOB. MHOTMe U3 HUX BCe ellle BepUJIU, YTO ITOT MaJibuuK-AHrenyc Pauzen
PeliHxapT, CHIH ero mMOKOWHOro OpaTa PeHapra A#iB3a PeitHxapTa. Eciu OH BHITOHUT MaJIbuMKa, TO
OymeT CYUTATHCS, UTO TOT IBITAETCS YHUUTOXKUTL KOPOJIEBCKYIO POIOCIIOBHYI0. KpoMe Toro, y Hero
He OBIJI0O HUKaKUX I0Ka3aTeIbCTB OTHOCUTEILHO CMEPTH Mara, iaxke y ero Tpyna He OblJI0 HUKaKuX
OCTAHKOB, U HET HUKAKUX OPYTUX CBULETeJel, KpoMe Hero. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, KTO IIOBEPHUJI, YTO
CEMUJIETHUY MaJIbYUK MOXKEeT YOUTh ONMBITHOTO Mara? Tak 4To y Hero HeT Ipyroro Beibopa, KpoMe
KaK IIPUHATH €r0 KakK CBOEro IJIEMIHHUKA U TI03BOJIUTh €My XKUTh B 3aMKe KaK BTOPOMY IIPUHIY
AcTepun.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OH ITepPEMECTUI CBOIO KOMHATY B 3a[iHIOI0 YaCTh 3aMKa, [MoJasblilie OT KOMHATEH
KOPOJIEBCKOM ceMbH, U Belen Miekcy mepxkaTh Odenuio moganbiie oT Hero, 6eCIIOKONCTBO BCe ellle
OBJIafieBasio uM. [109TOMy, KOT{la MaJIb4UKYy HCIIOHUIIOCH ABeHaAIaTh JIET, OH HaydaJl IIOChIATh €ro
Ha 1oje 0605, HafiesCh, UYTO TaM OH yMmpeT. Ho HeT... ManbyuK BCerga Bo3Bpallasics ¢ mobdeiown,
BBITIOJTHSISI CBOM 00SI3aHHOCTH, ITOKA He CTAHOBHUJICS CAMBIM OCTPHIM MedyoM KoponeBcTBa AcTepusi.

[ToaTOMy BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI TPATHTH €0 BIyCTy10, Koposb [IKepBuC pelust caenaTh ero CBoeH
BOEHHOM MaproHeTKO#. OH 0e3 KoyeGaHui OTIIPABUII €T0 Ha IepeIoByi0 6€3 BCIKOM ITOMOIIIH.
[ToTomy 4TO Manb4yuK Tu00 MEPTB, MO0 KUB, U TO U APYTOE AJIT HETO OJHO U TO XKe. Ho Temeps ero
0eCIIOKOMCTBO CHOBA OBJIAIEJIO €T0 CepAIleM, TaK KaK COPeBHOBAHME, YTOOBI OKA3aTh, KTO OOJIbIIIE
BCETO IOJXONUT Ha POJIb HacIeQHOTO0 IIPUHIIA, MOJIKHO OBIIIO COCTOSITHCS ITOCIE TOTO, KaK 00a IpUHIla
INOCTUTHYT CEMHA/IIaTUIETHETO BO3PaCTa.

Kopouns [I>KepBUC OTKPHLI I'JIa3a U KPEIKO CXaJl KyJIaKHy.

-f1 He 103BOJII0 ACTepuu NIONacCTh B €r0 PyKuU."
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