[ToeBM 11€71 110 MOTPECKaBIIENWCS KaMeHHOM JIOPOXKKE, CTapasiCh AepxKaThCS MOJasblie 0T
KapPMaHHUKOB U OPYTUX HEIPUSATHBIX TUYHOCTEH. OH mepKall OOHY PYKY B KapMaHe, YTOOH CIIpsSTaTh
IIeHHOE MTPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE KOJIbII0. IIOCKOJIBbKY Yy HEro He ObIJIO 3CKOPTA, KaK y IBOPSHUHA, OH OB
cBobofieH, ecni KTO-HUOYIb ero o0HapyKuT. K cuacThio, Macka ¥ ero U3MeHeHHBIN POCT ObLIN
IOCTaTOYHBIM CHEPKUBAIOIIUM (akTOpoM. [IJ1s MOMOTHUTENbHOTO 3 deKTa OH CIIOTKHYJICS, KaK
m060i#t crydarHbi mhsiHULA. OH OB MIPOCTO e1Ile OOHUM 6e3bIMSIHHBIM JIUIIOM B TOJIIIE.

HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO OH IIPUJIOKUII BCE YCUIIMS, OH HE 0XKU[al, YTO 3TO OymeT Tak 3¢ PeKTHBHO, Kak
310 Ob17T0. HUKTO ero He 6ecmokoun. bombllle Bcero BHUMaHMS Ha HETO 00PaTUIIN HECKOIbKO
B3IJISII0OB MYKUYUH B TEMHBIX [1ajibTO. "CTpaHHO", - MOgyMal OH. - [lejio He TOJIBKO BO MHe. Bce
fepXkKaTcsa Ha paCCTOAHUU APYT OT Apyra.'

OH mOpBIJICS B CBOMX BOCTIOMUHAHUSIX U3 CBOETO BpeMeHU. Borblie He OBIIO CUPOT, BHITPAIIXBAIOIIUNX
IeHbru. BMECTO 9TOT0 OHU IMPSATANIKUCh NOfablile oT aiofei. He Ob110 6€300MHBIX, CIISIINUX Ha
obouuHax ynuil. Bce ycTaBuIuCh Ha HETO, HO M3-3a IIPUHSITOTO YYBCTBA KOJITIEKTHBHOM
BpaxkaeOHOCTH, KOTOPOe BCe 3[ech Bcerma Hocunmu. OHYM MMOCMOTPENTH Ha HETO ¥ OTBEPHYIUCH. Ha
MHOTOJTIOHON YyuIle He ObII0 HUKAKOM TONMKOTHM. Belu ObIIM pa3HeCeHbl, OTHalUIIUCh APYT OT
npyra. JloeBM ITOKa OTIO0KHUII 3TOT BOIIPOC B CTOPOHY. ATO Oblna He ero npobnema. HeGombioro
KOJIMYEeCTBA CBeTa OT PEOKUX CBETOBLIX KPUCTAJIIOB ObIJIO KAaK Pa3 JOCTAaTOUHO, YTOOBI OH MOT
OpPUEHTUPOBATLCS B OeCIopsiKe 3naHUN.

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH m0o6pasics 0o MecTa Ha3HaueHus. X0Ts ObIJI0 HEMHOT'0 HPOHUYHO, YTO Hafl
YEepPHBIM PEHIHKOM BHCejia 00JIbIlast BEIBECKA, KaK M Haf JTI0OLIM IPYyTruM OM3HECOM, B 9TOM OB CBOM
cMmbicit. 60, X0Tst 9T0 OBIIIO HejlerajabHOE 3aBefieHre, eMy Heuyero 6110 605Thesi. Koposb u ero
dbpakmus He OCMeTUIUCh OBl IPUUTH CIOfa WK, TeM 6ojiee, TOTPe0OBaTh ero CHOCa, He C TaKUM
KOJIMYECTBOM OBOPSH, KOTOPHIE TOMOT Ay (GMHAHCUPOBATh BCe. ITO HE 03HAYAJIO, UTO YEPHBIN
PBHIHOK TI0JIarasicsl Ha IOAAePKKY 3HATH, YTOOH 3alIUTUTEL ce0s1. EMy 9T0 OBIIO He HYKHO. ITO OBIIO
IIOTOMY, YTO, KPOMe TMTaHTCKOW PYKU-CKeJIeTa, YePHBIA PHIHOK ObLT @IMHCTBEHHEIM, YTO
yoepxkuBaio CTonuily BMecTe. 9TO 110 B 06X0[ 3aKOHA, IIPUHOCS yaady BCeM, KTO ObIJT JOCTaTOYHO
YMEH UJIU YOA4JIuB.

Ou Haxopuscs B 1leHTpe [log3eMenbs, HaBUCas Hafl BCEM TakK XkKe, Kak cKejleTooOpa3Has pyKa Ha
ITIOBEPXHOCTHU. JTO OBIJIO HE CTOJIKO 3[aHKWe, CKOIIbKO OTBEPCTHE BHYTPHU rHe3Ma CKeneToobpa3Hon
PYKH, KOTOPO€e IIPOCTHUPAJIOCh HaKe Ha TaKue IIyOuHbl. [He3[0 PYKH yKe MaBHO ObLIO BEIOOIOIEHO U
CHa0KeHO BCeBO3MOXKHLIMU OKHAMHY ¥ OBEPSIMHU, 3apeIedyeHHEIMIA Maruel U TOJICTON CTaIbIo.
[Tpexpme ueM [[oeBM BolIeN B TapafHYIO ABEPD, OH OBICTPO orysHyjcsd. Co CBOMM C1abbIM
YeJI0BeYeCKMM MarudyeCcKuM 4yTheM OH He MOT OIpefesInuTh, CJIeAyeT U KTO-TO B TOJIIE 3a HUM Ha
OIIYIIb.

OHH 3amO0JIHUIN IIOYTH BCE JOCKH, 3a UCKII0YEHNEM IOCKH, PACIIOI0KEeHHON HeIIOCPEICTBEHHO
cmpaBa oT Doevim, OCKM IIpomaBImKx 0e3 BeCTH. 3allpoCcoB OBIJI0 TaK MHOTO, UYTO BOKPYT I'JIaBHOU
mocku OBITIO pa3MeIeHo enle O0IbIe JOCOK, HO HaXKe OHU 3aIOJIHSIINCh. byMaru, KoTopbie OBIITH
IpUOUTHI TBO3SIMH, Pa3IeTeIUCh KaK Pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla paclaxHyIach BXOMHAS [IBEPb.

IIoeBM B3$17T B PyKH OfIHY U3 Ta3eT, B KOTOPOU roBopuiock: "OH nporan 6e3 BeCTH HEeCKOJIbKO THeH
Ha3az. OH ucues 6e3 cnepa. [ToxkanyiicTa, HaliiuTe ero. Harpasa - 5 30m0ThIX." Tam Gblsia



dboTorpadusi KpacuBoro napHsg B PoCKOIHOM mysgne. OH B35 APYTyio, efBa pa3obpas ciosa: "Tpu
Helenu Ha3al 3TOT YesioBek OeccnenHo ucyel. Haiinu ee, u 51 3amnaydy 10 300ThX. OHa MHE OYeHb
mopora..." Ha o6opoTe Ovina rpy00 HapucoBaHa MajieHbKas JeBoyka. OHa Oblla TOIeH, a ee ofgexa
IIpeBpaTUjach B JIOXMOThS. BHU3Y BUIHENUCD NATHA OT ce3. OH moioxun 6yMmaru o0paTHoO,
OCTOPOKHO, 4TOOBI He BHI3BAThH JIaBUHY.

"He 6ecmokorTech 00 3TOM", - pa3pmaics ronoc. [loeBM 00epHYJICS U YBUAE MYyXKUUHY 38 CTOUKOH
perucTpanuy, Kjiepka u3 00ImeKUTUS OJI5 IPOCTOTIOOUHOB.

IoeBM mopoiies, He obpalllasi BEUMaHUS Ha B3TJISIOL APYTUX JIIofiel B KOMHaTe: "KakoBa cuTyanus?"

Knepk HakmoHWIICS Briepen: "Bel MoxkeTe BUOETh 9TO TaM, He Tak iu? Jltogu BemyT ce0st He Tak, Kak
00eryHO. OHM HamyTaHBL. B CTONHMIIE OHU CTAapalOTCs AepKaTh 3TO B CEKPETe, TaK YTO HeYAUBUTEIBHO,
YTO BBl HE 3HaeTe. JIIoau cTany ucye3aTh. ITO MPOUCXOIUT B CTONIHUIIE ¥ B METPO, XOTS B OCHOBHOM
9TO IIPOUCXOIUT 3[ECh, BHU3Y".

"YT0-TO MPOUCXOTUT BOKPYT, UTO-TO HEUEJIOBEUECKOe. f caM 9TOro He BUOENI, HO Bhl ObI BUIEIH
Jofel, KoTopele 910 Bunenu. OHu 60sbile He MOTYT criaTh. OHU XBATAIOTCS 3@ CaMyI0 MaJIoCTh. Mx
rna3a Bcerga 06erarT 10 CTOpOHAM, Kak OyATO 3a YIJIOM YTO-TO €CTh. ITO IIPOCTO OTTOTO, YTO ST BUXKY
ero TeHn."

"¢ copiman cooOIeHus 0 HEKOTOPHIX, KOTOPhIe TOBOPSIT, YUTO CHIBIIIAT KPUKH, HO KOTIa OHK BBIXO[IST,
OHM HUYETO0 He BUOAT, JaXkKe KPOBU WM KaKUX-TuO0 APYTrux IPU3HAKOB Apaku. boraTeie, GeHEbIE,
3HATHHIE, IPOCTOIIONUHLI, PHIITAPY, Maru - BCe OHM IpomagaiT 6e3 BecTH. JI000#, KTO MEITAETCS
paccrienoBaTh 3TH fiefa, onafgaeT IPsMO Ha IOCKY 00bsABIEHNM KaK IpomaBLIni 6e3 BeCTH.
[lepKHuCh OT 3TOTO MOJaIbIle, BOT MOX COBET."

"Tlonsin. 4 6yny mepKaThCs IMOAabIe."

Knepk yneionysncs. "Tel yMHBIA. TH OKOENIL faibile, YeM 601bmKUHCTBO." OH OTKUHYJICS Ha3am U
IlepeBesl ObelXxaHue: "¢ Tak IOHMMal0, THI 34eCh HOBUYOK. fl HUKOIIa paHbIlle He BUMETI 3Ty MacKy
cKesera."

IoeBM ImoKa4aJ rojioBoi: "f OB 30ech MaBHEIM-IaBHO. S M0 CUX IOP IIOMHIO, KakK Bce pabotaeT". OH
yKa3aJjl Ha OCTaJibHble OCKH 00BSABIEHUM, KOTOPEIe ObIIM COBEPIIEHHO MYCTHL. "[IoueMy HeT HUKaKuX
MUCCHM, KpOMe TeX MPOoMaBIIuX gen?"

Knepk cHoOBa mozxai muedamu: "HMx 3a01MpaioT, KaK TOJIBKO WX BHIAIOT. BBl MOTJIH OBl CIIPOCUTE 9THX
I2KEHTIIbMEHOB, Ha KOT'0 OHU paboTaloT, - OH yKa3all Ha MYKYHMH, CJIOHSIOIIMNXCS BOKPYT HOCOK. "HO
OHU He U3 TeX, KTO pa3roBapuBaeT. [I0CKOIbKY Bhl OBUIM 3[I€Ch PaHblIle, 1 YBepeH, Bbl 3HAETe, YTO I
He MOTY PaCKpHITh, KTO BBIIOJIHAJ 9T 3afJaHusd, II0 KpaHeu Mepe, 3a onpefeeHHyo muaty." OH
TIOJHSIJT TPY TaJIbIla U YIRIOHYIICS.



IToeBM CHOBa B3TJISIHYJ Ha NOCKK O0BABIEHUM, Ha Ty, YTO B YIJIy, C MaJIeHbKUM KJIOYKOM OyMaru Ha
Hell. "W 4TO 3a uCTOpUA C 9TOU MuUccueun?"

"9T0 HOBOE", - IpOAAaBeL] faxe He B3TJIIHYJ Ha Hero. "ThHl JOJIXKEeH BBIJIEUUTh HOTY AEBYIIKH.
[TockonbKy OHa [04Yb 60raToOT0 TOPTOBIla, HElaBHO MOIYYUBILETO IBOPSHCKOE 3BaHKe, paboTa
XOpOIIIO omja4yuBaeTcs. [0 CUX ITOp HUKOMY He YOaBaloCh 3TOTO CHAesaTh, U 9TU CTEPBITHUKU ITOTO
He IPUHUMAIOT. ITO BCe, YTO g 3Hat0 00 9ToM. Tebe uHTEpPECHO?"

IloeBM KUBHYJI U IIPOTSHYJI pYKY: "MHe Hy>XHa KapTodka".

Knepk nomgusn 6pOBb ¥ BRITAILIKIT U3-II0[ CTOJIA METAJIINYECKYI0O KapTouKy. " mymart, TH yxKe ObIBas
30ech paHblie. YTo CIy4YmnsIoCh C Balleyd KapTodyKou? Thl IOTEPSI €r0 UJIK YTO-TO B 3TOM pome?"

"Yro-To Bpome 3Toro", - [JoeBM IpHXKaJl majel K MeTaJly 4 BIedaTal B HETO CBOU 3HaK,
n3o0paxeHue cBoel Macku. KapTa Oblyla coeflaHa U3 MaTepHalla, I0X0xkero Ha muT ®pes, 3a
HCKJTIOUEHWEM TOT'0, UTO ee MOXKHO OBIZIO MEHSITh TOJILKO OOUH pa3, U ITOCJIe 3TOT0 OHa Oblyla
XPYIIKOM, KaK CTEeKJI0. PsimoM ¢ yepemom OBIIO C0BO: JIny.

"JIud, 9TO TO, UTO Tl UMeEEIIb B BUAY? ITO OyOEeT CTOUTh ONUH 30JI0TOM 3a KapTO4Ky."

HoeBM KamsaHyI. "UTO CIy4unocs ¢ ueHou. OOUH 30/10TOW... CHU3HWIICS B IleHe 3a [IOC/IefHUe CTO
seT". OH IPOTSAHYJI 30JI0TOU U IIOJIYYUJI CBOXO KapTOUKY.

Krepk oT pyku Hamucan KOIMU 3afganusd u nepegain ee Doevm. "Ee 30ByT 9nepo Mex. OHa
HaXOMUTCS B IIOKOSX apUCTOKpaTa, HO CeTOfHs ee He OyIeT, COTTaCHO ee PaCIUCaHUI0 Ha TyPHUDE.
OrmpaBnsiics Tyfa 3aBTpa BeuyepoM. 7 mo30By KOro-HUOYOb U JaM el 3HaTh, YTO ThI IPUOEIb."

IloesM OTJIAHYIICA Ha3a[. XoTs MY2KYHWHEI BEITTIAOETIN 3aHATEIMY, UX I'lla3d BPEMA OT BpDEMEHU
BCTpPEYaJluCh C €ro. BOprr YXa KJIePKa 41 PTa IToeBma 06pa30BaHCH MarudecKuu KpPyT, 6Ha1"011ap${
KOTOPOMY €T0 HIEIIOT He IIPUBJIEK HEXKEJIATEJIbHOTO BHUMAHU . IIXOpOI.T.IO, KTO OHU Takmue?"

"9T0 OyHeT CTOUTH IATh 30JI0THIX, HO TIOCKOJIbKY OHU MHe He 0COOEHHO HPaBSITCS, S COKpAIIy CyMMY
0o Tpex".

"V MeHs cetuac HeT aToro npu cebe", - [JoeBM mHYN ce0s 3a TO, UTO IOTPATUI GOJIBIIYIO0 YaCTh CBOUX
IeHer Ha 3Ty KapTy. "A eCTb U KaKue-HUOYIb KHUTY 110 TIPOABUHYTOM CBSIIEHHOM Maruu?"

HUCT uq", - MesIJICs KJIEepPK. JI V BaC HEeT OeHeT Ha IPYIINY, V Bac, KOHEeYHO, HeT OeHer H
"Muctep JInu" accMesiJic e "ec ac HeT JeHer Ha ac, KOHEeYHO, HeT eHer Ha
3TU KHUrn"

"Crompk0?" - cripocun J[1oeBM.



"OpnHa THICSIYA, T OBOJIEH?" KjlepK MaxXHyJ pyKOHM B CTOPOHY Marn4ecKux Kpyros. "M36aBbcs OT
9THUX Bellel ceryac xke'". BommeOHbIM KpyT ucyes. [JoeBM IIOBEPHYJICS U YIIe.

OnuH U3 MyKYUH IOHOIIEN K KJIEePKY U IMIBRIPHYI Ha CTOJ MelIodeK ¢ 30510ToM. "KTto 3To Obn?"

"Ero 30ByT JIuu", - cKa3as mpofaBsel], youpas 30J10TO B KapMaH. "W OH TOJIBKO YTO B35J Ha ce0s
MU CCHIO 110 IIOBOAY 9TOM AeBYIIKHN Jnepo. OH TakkKe CIpallInuBajl O TOM, KTO BH, pebsiTa, ¥ 0
CBSILIIEHHBIX Marn4eCKUX KHUTaxX, HO YV HeTo He OBIJI0 IOCTAaTOYHO 30JI0Ta A7 HUX."

"Xoporrasg pabora", - MyzK4MHa IMOBEPHYJICSA K CBOUM JIIOASIM, KOTOPEIE BCTANU. "MYKUMHEI, MBI
TOJIBKO YTO IONIy4Yuau padoty. Bricnenuts ero."

Brumanwue! ITOT mepeBond, BO3MOXKHO, €I1€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT nepeson
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