He6o nmocTeneHHO CBETIIENO, a }KyaHB LTro11t0 IIpoaoJIZKajla TOBOPUTH:

— {1 ocTaBio BOAY Y TBOEU I'OJIOBHL. TaM TpU YalllKu. DTOr0 OOJIKHO XBAaTUTh HA HEKOTOPOE BPEMH. ..
l'ocriopuH IPOAOBOIBCTBEHHBIN 3aIlac, Thl MEHS CIIBIIINIID?

OH OBUT eIUHCTBEHHEIM IEMOHOM, C KOTOPHIM Y Hee ObINT APYKEeCKUH KOHTAKT; OH ObIJT «3JTBIM»
BOJIKOM, KOTOPBIY 3AIIUINAJ €€ HECKOIBKO pa3; OH OB e CephIM BOIKOM TSIHBIIO.

OHa meNCTBUTENBHO 0YeHb 00s71ach IOTEPSITH €T0.

2Kyawns 1101110 TIOTTaAKIIa ero XBOCT, TISIAS Ha eT0 KpacHBOe U CMEPTENbHO OJIeIHOe JIUIIO.
[TpomosKasi TOBOPUTE, OHAa HEMHOT'O 3a[IbIXajlach:

— My, Thl He MOXKEIIb YMEPETD...

Kans 113109, KOTOPHIM HAKOHEIl HEMHOT'0 ITPHUIIET B Ce0s: «...»

«[ToueMy 51 mONIZKEH YMEPETH?»

XoTs u3-3a JINXOPaJKK €ro rojioBa OBl7a CJIIOBHO B TyMaHe, HHOrga CIIy4aJInCh MOMEHTEI IIDOSICHEHU I,
KOTOPEI€ ONTUINCh HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, IIPEXKOe 4eM 00JIb 3aTsATHBAJIA €T0 B TEMHOTY. B Te MrHOBEHHUS,
II0Ka OH He OBITT B CO3HAHUH, €MY Ka3aJIOCh, 4YTO BCE €T0 TEJIO IT'OPHUT.

B nmocnemgHre HECKOJIBKO MHEH 9Ta, Ka3asioCh O, HEIIPEeOoJoIuMast C1jla, KOTopast HCXOAuIIa U3
rnyOuH ero KpoBH ¥ IEMOHMYECKOTO SIIpa, pacIpoCTpaHsiach U cesijia XaoC B eT0 TeJle.

Ho xaxmrii Pa3, KOraa OH IMOCTEIIEHHO CKOJIb3UII K KPaAlO IIPOIIacCTH, OBLT Ha T'DAHU Pa3Badjid 4 BOT-BOT
JOJIZKEH OBITT COUTH C YMa, 3HaKOMad MMPOXJlagHad U HeXKHad OYXOBHAd S9HEPIrud TEKJla 4epe3 €ro
JIaOHB. Mano-nomany OHa OTTAJIKHUBalla TbMY, CKOIIUBIIYIOCA B €0 KPOBH.

WimenHo Gnaromapsi 9TOM 9HEPTUU OH CMOT IIPUUTHU B CeO0s.

OH paxke CIIbIIIaN 3HaKOMBIH TOJI0C Y CBOET0 yxa, 60pMouyIuii Ha TPUBUAIbHEIE TEMBI, KOTOPHEIE HE
MMeIN HUKaKOHU IIeHHOCTH, TaKHe KaK «efa IIOUTH 3aKOHYMIAChY», «UAOeT TaKOW CHJILHEIM CHEr» U TaK
ganee.

CHauana rocroguH CephIll BOJIK, Y KOTOPOTO OT JIUXOPaAdKK KPyXKHUjach rOJI0Ba, IIOAYMa, YTO Y HeTro
TaJITIOIIMHAIIAH.

Ho co BpEeMEHEM OH IIOHMAJI, YTO 3TO HE raJlIloIMHAIIAH.



YesmoBeK, KOTOPHIM, KaK OH OyMaJjl, OCTAHEeTCS B TTIyOOKOM CHE OT €T0 3aKJIMHAHMS, BEIIIEN U OPOCHII
BBI30B METEJH, YTOOBI MPUBECTH €T0, Y2KACHOTO CEPOTo BOJIKA, 00PaTHO Clofa.

Omna npusesna ero B To MeCTO, KOTOPOe Ha3kiBajia foMoM. OHa CHOBa cnacina ero. OHa Bejienia eMy He
yMUPaTh.

HOans 113109 HE MOT BHIPA3WUTh CJIOBAMM T€ 9MOILMH, KOTOPHIE OH HUCIIBITHIBAJ. JTO OBIIO
OOHOBPEMEHHO KHCJIO ¥ CITafiko. ET0 MHOTOYMCIEHHEIe PAHBI 3aCTaBJISJIA €T0 YYBCTBOBAThH CeOs
TIOAyIIeuKoM iy OynaBoK, U 9Ta 601b Obl/la Tak XKe SICHa, KaK ¥ ee CaBJIeHHbIHM T'0J10C.

Ho oH 6511 TaKuM 6€CII0Ie3HEIM CEpPEIM BOJIKOM.

OH 3Hall, 94TO He yMpeT. Y Hero He OBLIO CHUJI IyMaTh O TEMHOW SHEPTUH, KOTOPas B KOHIIE KOHI[OB
TIOTJIOTUT ero Teso. Korpa sTa TeMHas 9Heprus, HaKoHell, TOOeOuT, y Hero, BO3MOKHO, O0JbIle He
OymeT CO3HAHUS.

O4eHb BEPOSITHO, YTO OH CTAHET OOJILIIMM 3JILIM BOJIKOM, 3JIEIM YEPHEIM BOJIKOM, OOJIBIIMM
ypPOIIuBEIM BOJIKOM. CKOpee BCEero, OH flake CHeCT ee.

HOanb 113109 X0TeJ TOCKOpee MOMPaBUTHCS. B cHeXKHYI0 mmorofdy jec Ol oueHb omaceH. OH He XOTell,
yToObI 2KyaHb 1101110 BEIXOOUTIA U PHCKOBAJIA.

OH OBI OJEMOHOM-BOJIKOM, KOTOpBIfI HE MOI' IBUT'AaThCA, KOTOpBIfI He MOT BHIWTH Ha OXOTY.
HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO JIK OH JOCTOMH HA3BIBATHCA €€ My}KeM7

Y Hero gaxe He OBIIO KBaNMU(pUKAIWU, YTOOR 3aMEHUTL CEPOTO BOJIKA TSIHBIIO.

HOansb 113109 He 3HAJ, 0 YeM AyMaeT ero JIMXopaJovyHas IojioBa, HO OH XOTeJl OTKPHITh rjla3a UIu
TIOIIEBEIUTD IaJibllaMu, YTOOR OTBETUTH 2KyaHb L0110, KOTHa yCIIbIIIai ee mevdanbHbIH ToI0C.

Ox xoTen nmoobemaTh e 4To-To, IIOIIPOCHUTL €€ He ITOKUOATh Ieurepy... Ho etrie Gomnbiie oH XOTET,
YTOORI OHA HalIPpaBUJIACh Ha IOT' U OTKA3aJlaCh OT HETO.

Ho... On 6511 TakuM 0eCIIoIe3HEIM CEPHIM BOJIKOM. Y Hero maxe He OBIJIO CHJT CKa3aTh HU CJIOBA.

OH maxe IIOHEMHOT'Y TepPAJI CO3HAHHUE. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH CMOT TOJIBKO IIOMaxXxaTb XBOCTOM, npexne
4YeM IIO30pPHO II0TepPAJI CO3HaHUE.

2Kyans 1101110 TOYyBCTBOBAJA, KaK XBOCT B €€ PyKe BHEe3amHO 3apozxkai. Ee mepBoi peakuuen Ovina
He MEICJIb O TOM, YTO I'OCIIOOUH CePHIM BOJIK BEI3TOPOBEI, a 6€CIIOKOMCTBO O TOM, YTO 3TO €ro
TIOCJIEMHSIST KAIlJIsl SHePTUM Tepel] CMepPThIO.



OHa MHCTHHKTHUBHO IIpoBepPHUJIa JbIXaHHEe Yy HEero 11oJg HOCOM. Y6eI[I/IBH.II/ICI:, YTO BOJIK BC€ €IIle XXUB, €€
T'Jla3a HAIIOJIHUJIUCE CJIE3dMHM OT CTPaXa 3a €ro 6J'Ial"01'IOJ'Iy‘-II/I€.

OHa cTtucHyna 3y0Hl U IlepecTaia OTKJIafgblBaTh CBOM yXof. [IpUTr0OTOBUB BCE, YTO OHA IIPUTOTOBHIIA,
OHa B ITOCJIEIHUHM pa3 KOCHYJIAaCh XBOCTA IOCIIOAMHA CEPOT0 BOJIKA ¥ CKa3asa:

— ¢ mpuHeCy TpaBH ¥ CBexkee MsCO. S1 CKOpO BEPHYCE.
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