JIu3a Obvlla pafia TOMY, YTO IIOJTy4YHuJIa CTOJIb XOPOIIee OpyxKue, KOTopoe Oy[eT el 04ueHb MOJIe3HO.
Iaxe ee oTell, UMIIePaTOpP, He CMOT ObI IaTh €M TAKOT'0 KOIbs. JIeTeHOapHOT0 KOIIbS.

[To cyTu, n060# TpeaMeT CHapsKeHUs, KOTOPHIH OBIJT BRIKOBAH JPEBHUM KY3HELIOM, IIEHUJICS OUYeHb
BBICOKO, BIIJIOTH 10 OECIIEHHOCTH U OB HEBEPOSITHO CHUJIEH.

Vms aToro Ky3Hella- Myna, 0 HEM Majio YTO U3BECTHO, KPOME TOT0, YTO OH KOBaJl HEBEPOSITHO
CUIBHOE OpYyXKHUe U HAHOCHJI Ha HEero, CBo MeTKy. CUMBOJI IIJTaMeHHU, KOTOPHIHA OH IIPUMEHSITT B
Ka4yecTBe JIMYHON MeTKH, OBITI 110 CBOeMY YHHKAJIEH U er0 HeBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO OAaenaTh. Tak-4To,
IIPOCTO CHIMUTHUPOBAThH BHEIIHUY BU[I OPYKUS ¥ HAHECTH Ha Hero a0bl KaKOoM, CUMBOJI IIJTaMeHH, OBLI0
OBl HE OCTATOYHO, YTOOH YTBEPKIATE, YTO 9TO, Opykue HUymsl.

Xotb JIu3a u OblNIa pafia, 3TO HE 03HAYAJIO0, YTO OHA MTOJTHOCTHIO 3a0blyIa CBOM CTpax rmepen ApTypoM,
OJIHAKO, OHa TOYHO IIepecMOoTpesia CBOe OTHOILIEHUE K HEMY.

OHa moHuMaJa, YTo OTePsl PyKH, 110 npaBfe Obiyia e cobcTBeHHOM BuHOI. Ho Garo, 4To ee oTely
CMOT IIPUOOPECTH YyOOTBOPHOE JIEKAPCTBO, KOTOPOE CMOTJIO TIOJIHOCThIO UCLETTUTh €€, XOTS OHO U
CTOMJIO €MY MHOTO 30710Ta. O4eHb MHOT'O 30JI0Ta.

Yro mo AneKkcaHfpa, YCIbIIaB PagoCTh B TOJI0Ce IOYEPH U TO, KaK OHA MaXaeT KOIlbeM, U3 KOTOPOIo
BBIPHIBAIOTCS BCIIOJIOXHU IIJIaMEHU, OH CTall C OOJBIINM I0Bepre CMOTPETh Ha ApTypa.

Ia, oH Ooscs ero, oo yxaca, HO 9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO OH JOBEPSII eMY.

OpHako, yBUIEB KaKOM 000pOT IIPUHSJIO MOsIBIIeHHe APTypa, OH MOT TOJIBKO IIOBEPUTH CIIOBaM
nouyepu. M 910 meicTBUTENLHO OBIJIO TO CaMoe, JieTeHAapHoe KoIbe, KoTopoe ApTyp oThan Jluse.
XoTs1, eTo Bce-ellle 0foJieBall UHTepec, 0 BHE3alMHOM CMeHe XxapakTepa ApTypa, HO pa3 oHa Onlna K
JIy41IeMy...eCJI €T0 [0Yb U fanbile OyaeT pa3BUBATLCS, TO CMOXKET CTaTh CUJIHLHOM.

Curt cupmen psmooM C OTIIOM, CMOTPEJ Ha KOIbe U XOTh CaM OH He OBLI OIBITHEIM KOTIEHIIIUKOM, OH
3aBUI0OBAN ymaue JIu3HL.

OH Bedb Topa3ao TaJlaHTIIMBEE €€, [a elle U Maruein Biapeer, HO €My He JOCTaJIOCh HUKAKOTr' 0
OPYyXKud, paBHOTO TOMY, 9YTO HOCTAJIOCh JIuze. EMY, 9TO Ka3aJIOCh HE YECTHEIM.

Ho o Mmomuan.

Kak HY KpyTH, HO OH He MOT IIPOCTO B3SITh X HayaTh OyOHETD 10 3TOMY IIOBOAY, Be[b TaK OeJlaioT
TOJIBKO JIeTH, Kak JIu3a, a oH, y2Ke OBII 3peJibiM, MOJIOALIM YesToBeKOoM. Ho OH Bce-Ke 3aBUO0Ball.

«Axaxa, Muctep ApTyp Tak menp. bnaromapio Bac, 4TO Aajiy ed CTOJIb CUJIBHOE OPYXKHE, 9TO MHOTO
3HAQYUT, [JId BCeX Hac.»

CkasaB 39T0, UMIIePaTOp, INYHO Halmua 4au ApTtypy u JIrocu.
ApTyp ot 4au ¥ cKa3all.
«Huuero takoro. 4 nmpocTo Hafeoch Ha Apyxk0y ¢ Bammm BeJTH4eCTBOM. »

Camomy ApTypy, ToXKe HpaBUIUCh U3MEHEHUS B €T0 XapaKTepe, TakK Kak OH cTas 6oyee
O0IIUTENTbHEIM U OTKPHITHIM, YTO OCTABJISANIO €MY YOOBOIbCTBUE.

To, KaK OH paHbllle pellas fena, ObI0 He0OOYMaHHKIM UAUOTU3MOM, OH TOJIBKO YOUBa U Kajleuus,



He IIBITasACh PEIIUTh KOH(l)J'II/IKTbI MHPHO. Torma, 0OH BO3MOXKHO OBIJI BO BJIACTH CBOETO Imponiiaoro, OT
KOTOpPOTr'o, OH HUKAK HE MOT 130aBUTHCS.

K cyacThio, Teneps ¢ HUM ecTh JItocu, KoTopas Kak eMy KaXKeTcs, cfiefiar HeBo3MoxkHoe. OHa
U3MeHUJIa €ro, B JYYIIyI0 CTOPOHY, OHa TOAepKKUBaja ero, OHU 3HaJIX O MPOIIJIOM APYT APYyTa, HO
He OTBEPHYJIUCH APYT OT ApyTa.

ApTyp, Temeps yKe He MPeCTaBIIsI KU3Hb 0e3 Hee. OH, MOXKXHO CKa3aTh, JKUBET, TOJILKO Pafid Hee.

AnexcaHpp ObINT yIUBJIEH clIoBaMu ApTypa. MoXKeT 9To Kakasg-To IyTKa? Tpiok? Mnu ke oH IpaBaa
X04eT C HUM MOoOpPyxkuUThCA? OH yILIOHYIICS U CKa3an ApTypy.

«Koneuno! 4 6yny pag TakoMy OpyTy, Kak BBL»

ApTyp He HEHaBU[E UMIIEPATOPA, fakKe HAMTPOTUB, OH Ka3aJICs eMY YBazKaeMbIM YEJIOBEKOM,
KOTOPBIY YMeeT yBaXKaThb U IIEHUTh APYTUX. B OCHOBHOM, 9TO HaBEPHOE OBIJIO CJIEACTBUEM €T0
IIPOIIJIOTO BU3UTA, HO TaKOe MOBEeHNe, He CBOMCTBEHHO UMIIEPATOPY.

BpemMms TAHYI0OCH, OHU He pa3roBapuBaiu. ApTyp 4 JIiocu, HaclaXXJgaaruch YaeM U MOTIsSgbIBaIu Ha
Cerncy, CJI0BHO O YeM TO AyMaJl.

AnekcaH[p YCIIOKOWUJICS, HO 3Ta TUILIKHA, BEI3bIBajla B HEM, YYBCTBO HEJIOBKOCTH.

JIu3a OblNia HeTlofaleKy, BCe ellle BOCXUINAsACh KONIbeM, OHa IPaKTUKOBAJIACh.

Wuorpa, umnepartop u Cesicy, neyany el KOMIJIUMEHTH, fa0bl IPUIIONHSTD €€ AyX U HapyIIUTh
TULINHY, XOTh ITapO CJIOB.

CuT, KOTOPHIM C CAMOT'0 Havaja MoJr4aj, ObIJT HEMHOT'O 3071, TaK KaK ero OTell, UMIIepaTop, ObLT
HACTOJIbKO YUTHUB C 3THM YeJI0OBeKOM, KOTOPOT0 OH flaXke He 3HaJl.

Haxkosnern, He BhiiepKaB, 3aroBopuil u CUT, XONOJHBIM, HEIIPEKIOHHLIM I'0JI0COM.
«Mucrep ApTyp, 1 BUXY, V¥ Bac Med. MoxKeT faguTe MHe ITapy HacTaBJIEeHUM ?»

Cuna Aptypa 6Gbl7la IPEOMETOM eT0 MHTEPeca, a pa3 ero OTell, TaK YYTUB C HUM, TO OH [OJIKeH OhITh
CHUJIbHBIM.

Ho, on Bce ke Ovln yBepeH B cebe, Belb y HETO OBIJIO IIPOABUHYTOE MACTEPCTBO MeYa U MPOBUHYTAS
Marus MOJHUHU. ECTh JIMIIIL HECKOJIBKO JIIOIEeH, KOTOPhIe CIIOCOOHBI CPAaBHUTHCS C HUM. [laxke ero
YPOBEeHb OBIT BHICOK, axk 230! A 39T0, BhIIIE OTI[OBCKOTO, TOIbKO CunMap ObLIT CUIbHEE.

[ToaToMy, OH PeIus IPUTTIaCUTh APTypa Ha MOEAWHOK, OPYKECKUH, KeJasi TUIHO YBUOETh €T0
BO3MOXKHOCTH. A €CJT OH OKaxXKeTcs citabeiM, To CuT O6ymeT Yype3MepHO pa30dapoBaH.

Aptyp, ycnbiaB CuTa, TOBEPHYJICS K HEMY I'0JIOBOM, HO OH He Pa303/IMJICS U He 3aHepBHUYAT,
HaIPOTHUB, OH OBbLJI yBEPEH, UTO HEMHOT0 3peJuiia, OyeT XOPOIIIOo [JI OTHOIIEHU! U aTMOC(EPHL.

HMmMnepaTop cpaly xKe oTpearupoBajl Ha cjaoBa CuTa 1 BCKOYMB, eiBa He 3aKpudall Ha Hero.
«Cut! Kak M0XkHO, Mucrtep ApTyp, Halll TOCTh, @ HE TBOU ITapTHEP I10 CIappPUHTY!»

Ero me#cTBUsI, BOSMOXKHO ITOKa3aIKCh TIYIBIMUA, HO OH TO 3HaJl, HACKOIBKO cuyieH ApTyp. OH maxe



MOXKeT CBOOOIHO TeJIemopPTHPOBaTLCS. IIpOBOKAIIUS ero ChiHa, BIIOJTHE MOTJIa ObI paccepouTh ApTypa,
a eCJIM ¥ HEeT, TO OH ITPOCTO He BEPHUJI, YTO ero CHIH CMOXKET BHICTOSITh.

«Xaxa, He cepauTech, Balre BemuyecTBo, Balll ChIH XOUET CPA3UThCS, a s 6yay paf, mpefoCcTaBUTh
€My TaKyl0 BO3MOXKHOCTh. K TOMy Ke, HEMHOT0 3peJjiuila, He TOBPENUT.»

Ckazan Aptyp, riasagd Ha Cura.

«JleCTBUTENIBHO, KAaK U TOBOPUT MuCTEP APTYp, MBI TOJIBKO 00MEHsIEMCSI HECKOIBKUMY yaapamu. He
0 4eM BOJIHOBAThCS.»

YCrBIlIaB 9T0, UMIIEPATOPY OCTAIOCh TONBKO B3MOXHYTh U CECTh 06PATHO, PACCUMUTEIBAS Ha
MEIocepaue ApTypa.

Korpga JItocu ycrnbliliana uX pasroBop, 0 TOM 4T0o ApTyp OymeT cpaxkaThCs, OHA TYT-XKe
3anHTepecoBanack. OHa mocMoTpena Ha ApTypa, KOTOPHIH yxKe men ¢ CUTOM, Ha OTKPBITOE MECTO B
cany. Eii HpaBUIoCh Kak OH cpaxaeTcs. O4eHb HPaBUJIOCh.

BCKOpe, OHHU IIPUIIIN Tyda, o€ IPaKTUKOBAJIUCh Curt u Cerncun. OTKpBITaH MECTHOCTB, IIDUMEPHO B
TPUOLATH MeTpPaX OT OCTAJIbHEIX.

OH pa3oLUIKCh HA PACCTOSTHHE B NECSITh METPOB U IIOBEPHYIIUCH APYT K APYTY JHIIOM.

CHUT He cTaJl MEeIJIUTh 1 Cpa3y xe oOHaXXuNI Med. Y Hero OblJI 3eJIeHBIM MedY, ¢ OeflechkiM 671eCKOM, B
HeM OBLIH HWHKPYCTUPOBAHLEI KAaMHH, 9YTO OEJIaJIO €ro...X0PpOIInM MedYeM.

9T0 OBIN OOWH U3 JIYUIINX Meudel, eclii TOUHee, HO B CPaBHEHHUH C KOIIBEM...

«Mucrep ApTyp, moueMy BH He 00HaxaeTe opyxue? 51 He X0Uy BHITJISNETh XyIUTaHOM, KOTODHIi
HanafiaeT Ha 6€30pyKHOTO...»

«Axaxa, He BOJIHyHATeCh NpuHI CUT, 51 He COOMPAIOCH €TI0 MCI0JIb30BaTh BOOOIIE. »

9T0 He OBIJIO HAPOUUTOM HaAMEHHOCTRIO ApTypa. EMy 1 npaBia He HyxKHa Oblla KaTaHa, Ijisi 005 C
Curtom.

9T0 pa3o3nuno Cuta, HO BMECTO JaIbHEUIINX Pa3rOBOPOB, OH IPOCTO pBaHyI Ha ApTypa.

ApTyp cTosN1 Ha MecTe, Habmiofan, Kak K HeMy HeceTcs Cut. OH OIleHUBaJI er0 U YBUOET €T0
ypoBeHb. CKopocTh CHrTa, Oblsia HE IJI0X0M, OH ObLJI, BO3MOXKHO, HEMHOTO OhICTPee IMOruouIero
emnucKora ApHOJbaa.

Kpenko cxkaB Med, OH 3aMaxHYJICS Ha ApTypa.
ADPTYp YXMBIIBHYJICS ¥ IIPOCTO OTOLIEN B CTOPOHY, YCIIEIIHO YKJIOHUBIINCE OT aTaKy.

Cut OB IIOKUPOBAH, HO OH He MOT IT03BOJIUTH LIOKY, B35ITh BepX Haj pa3ymoM. OH BEIBEPHYJICS U
BHOBB 3aMaxHYyJICcS Ha Aptypa. Ha 9ToT pas, ymap comepkan CUIY MOJTHUH.

Ho kaxk u cekyHnay Ha3az, ApTyp IPOCTO YBEPHYJICA OT yaapa Cura.

CrucayB 3y0sl, CUT OTCKOYMIJI Ha3a[ U BHOBb Habpocuncs Ha ApTypa. Bckope, U3 HUOTKY[Ia,
BO3HHUKJIO TPH IIAPOBLIX MOJIHMHU, KOTOPHIE YCTPEMUJIACE B ApPTypa.



Ceituac, Cut 6bin 60Jiee yBepeH B YCIEIIHOCTY aTakKu. Mi3HAYambHO, OH XOTEJ UCIIONIb30BaTh TOIBKO
MeY, HO ITOCJIe IBYX HeyMaYHEIX aTakK, OH OTOPOCHII 3Ty 3aTel0 U MPUHSJICS 3a Maruio.

OH OBLT OIIBITHEIM GOMIIOM, ¥ KOTHa APTYP CMOT YBEPHYTLCS OT ABYX €TI0 YOAPOB, OH PEILIUJ, YTO
HY2KHO K HEMY OTHOCHUTHCS C GOJbIIEN 0CTOPOKHOCTHI0. OH MOHSJ, YTO APTYP HE TaK IIPOCT KakK
KaXeTcs.

YnuBneHHBIM OBITT TOTBKO CHUT, OCTaIbHBIE, TOIBKO B3BIXAJIH.

Haxe Cencu ¢ CunmapoM, He cMOru Obl 0foeTh ApyTpa, 4To Y& TaM fo Cura...
YBuneB npubnukKarmIrecs, MapoBbie MOJHUY, APTYP IIPOCTO B3MaxXHY/I PyKou. MomHuu
MOMEHTa/IbHO HCYE3JIH, CIIOBHO UX U He OBIJIO BOBCE.

Ero ciocoOHOCTh KOHTPOJIMPOBATh MOJIHUIO, Obl/Ia ITPEBOCXONHOM. Takue aTaku, Haxe He CMOTYT
KOCHYThHCS ero, TeM 0ojiee HaBpeOuThb, HO HaXKe eCITH OH ¥ MOIYYUT Pa3psil, TO Y HETO BOSHUKHYT
IPUSTHBIE OIIYIIEHHUS.

OH moNTy4nII BCe HAaBHIKM U TAJIaHTH fMakKa, a ero KOHTPOJIb MOJTHUM, OTTAYUBAJICS BEKAMHU.
Ynapa, oH ToxXe n3bexka.

Cur 6bl1 IOTpsiCceH. PeanbHo noTpsiceH. Benp Ha ero riasax, ApTyp IPOCTO MaxXHYJ PYKOH, 1ocyie
Yero IapoBble MOJTHUY, TPOCTO UCIIAPUIHCE.

OH OBITT YBEPEH, YTO 3TO cAelian ApTyp, IO3TOMY, OH Haydasl BOCXUILATHCS U T00auBaThHCS
OJHOBPEMEHHO, Beib OH BCTPETUJI IIOMCTUHE MOTYIIECTBEHHOT0 IIPOTHBHMUKA, YTO BOCXHUIIAJIO €0, HO
TI0CJIe HECKOJIBKUX aTak, OH MOHSJI, YTO HUKAK He CMOXKET OfI0JIETh €0, YTO IyTasio ero.

On IIPOOOJIZKAJl HAalladadaTh, UCIIOJIb3YyAd BC€ NOCTYIITHBIE PECYDCHI. Meu u pa3pdAanbl MOJITHHH, HO MOJTHUU
IIPOCTO UCYe3allk, a M€Y TaK HU Pa3y U HE KOCHYJICA CBOEM IIeJH.
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