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AKpeNcKUM colaTaM IMoHafo6uI0Chk MHOTO IHEHM, YTOOl CXBAaTUTh [laynuny. OHa MOHSTHS He
“MeJla, CMOTJIH JIM ee JIIOOY BEIXKUTh, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT OHA HHYEero He MOrJa [AJIs HUX CHesaTh.

Korpa ee cxBaTumiu, OHa OTYassHHO COIIPOTUBIIAIACh, HAMEPEHHO CTapasiCh HapBaThCAd Ha Me4 WU
crpeny. OgHAKO, Cynd IO BCeMY, CONAaThl AKperu IIOIy4YusIyd NprUKa3 IPUBECTU €€ XKUBOU U ITI09TOMY
BCe, UTO OHM C[iejiajiv, KOrfa CMOTJIM IoAo0paThCs K HEN - 3TO CBSI3a/IlM €€ BEPEBKOM.

«Kaxercs, 3TOT TOT, KOTOPOT'O MEI HCKaIu?»

«Jla, CMOTpH Ha ero mieM. 9TO TOYHO OH."

"lla, Tak ¥ eCTb. A YBE€PEH, YTO MMEHHO 3a HUM MBI TOHAEMCHA YK€ CTOJIBKO OHEW»,

Onu 3actaBunu [laynuHy onycTUTHCS Ha KoneHU. OOuH pHIaph [I0CTydasl [0 ee MIIeMy U CIIPOCHIL:
«Kax Te0s 30ByT?»

"TIpocTo yOeit meHs."

M3-3a KPUKOB Ha IOJISIX CpakeHuy ee rojoc orpybesn. K Tomy xe, meM npugaBaj eMy
MYKECTBEHHOCTH.

PbIHapb HHUYero He OTBETUJII U OTBEPHYJICA. Crano OKOHYaTeIbHO SCHO, 9YTO €€ IIPUKa3aHO CXBATUTH
XKHBBEM.

[TaynuHy IpUTALIWIA Ha ee XKe BOeHHY0 0a3y, KoTopas Temnepb Oblyla IIOJTHOCTHIO 3aXBaueHa
akpeiickumu cunaMmu. OHa He MOTJIa y3HaTh, YTO CIIYYUIIOCH C ee COOCTBEHHBIM HapomoM. [TaynuHy
Opocunu Ha 3eMJII0 TIepef IayaTKo KoMaHaupa. [Ipu majieHuu ee IOCIEXH M3Malu TTIyX0i 3BYK.
3aTeM OfWH PHIlaph NpHKal3an: «BcTaHb Ha KOoneHH!»

Bupumo, oHa mojkHA OblIa BCTPETUTHCS C IOBOJILHO BEICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHEIM OGHUIIEPOM, TaK Kak ee
PyKu OBLIYM CBS3aHHI c3angu. M3-3a ee TsKenou OpoHU et ObIJI0 OYeHb TPYAHO OBUTATHCS, HO OHA
TIOJIHSIIaCh, UCIIOJIB3YS BCIO OCTABIIYIOCS CUITY, U TIOKJISNIach, YTO OHA MPOKJISTHET TOT0, KTO celyac
mpeacTaHeT mpen Hed. OgHAKO KOTa OHa IOOHsJIA TJIa3a, TO OHeMeTa.

'Kakast &®e KpacoTa.'



CBopgHas cecTpa [laynuHBL Bcerma HacTanBala, YTO €€ CBETI0-KalllTaHOBLIE BOJIOCH Ha CaMOM

fene 3070TUCThIe. KOHEUHO, IPU ONpefeIeHHOM OCBEILeHUH ee JIOKOHBI CUSIIUA U 03ToMYy [laynvHa
corylacuiach, 4To JInaHy MOXKHO Ha3BaTh ONIOHAMHKON. Ee BOJIOCH GBI €e TOPHOOCThI0 U PafiOCThIO,
HO ecnu Ol JInaHa yBUeIa 3TOI0 MyKYHUHY, KOTOPHIH CTOSIT ceivac mpsMo repen Hel, OHa Obl
pasphifanach OT CThHIA.

[Tom 3UMHUM COJTHIIEM BOJIOCHI MYKYMHEI CUSIJIH, KaK 0ej10e 30/10TO, a ero nuLo ... OH ObUT caMbIM
BEJIMKOJIEITHBIM MYKYMHOU, KoTOporo IlaynuHa Korma-mu0o BcTpedasa B CBOeH XKU3HU.

BHe3amnHo OHa IMOHMNa, KTO 3TO, KOra BCIOMHUIIA CJIIyX O HOBOM aKprICKOM HMIIepaTope, KOTOpBIfI,
IIOroBapuBally, OBLTT OYEHb KPAaCHUBBIM MOJIOOBIM YE€JIOBEKOM.

Torga oHa IpeAmoNoKuUIa, YTO 3TO OBIIIO IPEYBETMYEHNEM, HO 0KA3aJIoCh, UTO 9TO Obl/Ia MOTHAST U
Oe3ycrioBHas IIpaBaa.

«Hy, 1o xpallHe! Mepe, 1 YBUXKY UYTO-TO OYEHb KPACUBOE IIepel CMEPTHIO».

Ee rrnasa HacnaXxpganuch Tako# KpacoToi. ITo ero 6e3ynpedyHoMy NHIy HEBO3MOXKHO ObITIO
OIIpefieNIuTh, KOMYy OHO NIPUHAMJIEXKUT, MyKYMHe UK KeHIMHe, oqHaKo [laynuHa OblUta yBepeHa, 4To
OH TIOJIY4YHUT CBOIO 03y My2KCKOT'0 BEJIUKOJIENUsI, KaK TOJIBKO IT0OB3POCIIeeT, HO, K COXKaJleHHUI0, OHa
HUKOTZIa 3TOTO He YBUIUT.

HOTOMY YTO OHa coﬁnpanaCL YMEPETL CEeToaHsg. 3mech u ceryac.

KakuM-To 06pa3oM OHa ITOYYBCTBOBaJa, YTO Cceryac camoe BpeMst ymepeThb. OHa yBUOENA
IIPEKPACcHOr0 YejoBeKa, ¥ 3T0 OBIJI0 00JIbllle, YeM OHa OXKHfaja YBUAETh CETOIHS.

HmnepaTop ecToM IIpUKa3aj PhIllapio CHATH IIIeM C ToIoBel [Taynuusl. Korga oHa cMoTpesna Ha
IIPEKPacHOr0 MyXKYMHY, ee 0XBaTUJIO OTUYASTHHOE JXeJlaHue IPUXopouThes. Ho ecnu BAPYT OHU
y3HAI0T, YTO OHA JKEHIUHA ...

OpHaKo, K CHaCThlO, OHa He OblNla KpacaBullell. B Helt He OBIJIO HU KAl JKEHCTBEHHOCTH, a ee
KOPOTKHE BOJIOCHI TOJIBKO ITOAYEPKUBAIU 3T0. HUKTO HUYET0 He 3all0N03PHUIL.

Vimmepatop crpocun: «Kak Te0s1 30ByT?»

Co»

Oma 3Hasa, YTO ee JINII0 HUYEero He BRIIACT, HO ee rojioc Mor. OHa MpogosKaia Moa4aTh. PHITaps,
KOTOPBIY CHSIJT €€ IIJIEM, YOAPHUII ee IO JIUIY 3a HarjaoCTh. Yaap OblT HACTONBKO CUIIBHEIM, YTO OHA
3aKalllsiach KPOBLIO.



"T'me TBOM mrogu?"

Loo»

Pritlapb COOMpAsCs yIApUTh ee CHOBa, HO MMIIEPATOP OCTaHOBUI ero. OH CIIOKOHHO ITPOMONIKUI: «BhI
TaK JOJIT0 0OBOJUIM MOUX JTFOHEH BOKPYT Iajblia, a B IJIEH THI IOMAJ OAWH. THI IIOCTANl CBOUX COJIAAT
3a MMOMOIIIBI0 B CTONMHITY? X0ouy Tebe coOOILINTE, YTO BCe 3TO Gecrosne3no. Bce KoHueHo. Mou nmogu
3aXBATHU/IM TBOKO CTPAHY.

«Tak 9TO AEeUCTBUTEIBHO MMPOUIOIIIIO ...»

OHa oxXupana 3TOro, HO Tenepk, KOTHa 3TO OeWCTBUTENIbHO IPOU30III0, OHa YyBCTBOBala ce0s
omycToieHHou. [Toxoxe, 4To AKpelis MIaHUPOBaja 3TO OUYeHb aBHO, a IXac BeJl ce0s TIyIo U
HauBHO.

Korpga ITaynmuHa omycTuiia I'jia3a, phlllapb, KOTOPHIM YOAapUi ee, 3aCTaBUI ee CHOBA B3TJISIHYTh BBEPX.
Temeps, Korma OHa yBUfela ero 0ojiee CHO, OHA MOHSIa, YTO 3TOT Phillaph HE OOBIYHKIN COJIOAT.
Iocmexu ¥ IIall], KOTOPhle OH HOCHUJI, OBIIM BEICOKOTO KaueCcTBa.

Tak moueMy ke UMIIepaTOP IPHKa3ajl CXBaTUTh €€ TAKOMY BEHICOKOIIOCTaBJIEHHOMY COJIIATY?

«Wnu T TOMOT CBOUM JTIIO[ISIM cOexXaThb 1IeHOM CBOEM COOCTBEHOM XKU3HU?» MPOHOJIXKHUI UMIIEPATOP.

Loo»

VimmepaTop yneibancs, Kak OyATo OH yKe Bce 3Ha. [lay/rHa CHOBA OIYyCTHUIIa T'/la3a, X Ha 3TOT pas3
pHIIaphb OOJIbllle HE 3aCTaBJISA/ €€ B3TISHYTh BBepX. iMIiepaTop 3aCMesycs, 3aCTaBUB ee CXKaThb 3yO0HI,
IIOCKOJIbKY OHa He MOTJia MOHATh, I0YEMY OH BBITJISIAEN TaKUM CYaCT/IUBHIM. [IoueMy OH cmesiicsa?
BHe3amHo oHa MOYyBCTBOBasa CUJIbHBIM cTpax. OHa Oblzla TOTOBA K CBOEM CMEPTH, HO Telleph, KOTaa
3TO IeMCTBUTENIHHO [OJIKHO OBIIO CIIYYUTHCS, CTPaX Iapaln30Bal ee.

"4 BneuaTneH. OueHb BIOXHOBIISIOMIE. 4 XoTen OBl 3HATh UMS TAKOTO HEOORIYHOTO PEILIApPA, IIO3TOMY
CKaXH MHe CBO€e M.

[TaynuHa MOYTH B3MOXHYMa ¢ oOmeryenueM. Kazanoch, ummneparopy nmoupasuiach [laynuHa. OHa He
OblyTa HaCTOJILKO HAaMBHA, YTO OXKHKAaja, YTO OH MOIIAJUT €€, HO, BO3MOXKHO, OH IIO3BOJIUT e}
IOCTOMHO YMEPETD KaK phILaph.

OHa oxwupana, 4TO OH yObET ee B ee HOCIieXax ¥ OTIIPABUT ee TeJI0 K Hel oMoii. ITo ObIIO TO,
Yero oHa XoTesa.

[ToHM3UB T'0JI0C HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBITI0O BO3MOXKHO, [TaynuHa orBeTumna: «IIoi...



Kpaubemnn...»

«ITom, cap ITom.»

Vimnepatop yneibHYICA, U ocnenun [laynuHy cBoel KpacoToM.

OH OBIJT TAKMM KPACHUBHIM.

Prittaps cupocun umnepaTtopa: «Baiiie BHICOYECTBO, UTO ObI BHI XOTEJIU CHENIaTh?»

[TaynvuHa HanpsAriach U cTana XkpaTb oTBeTa. OHa HaKOHEI] BCTPETUTCS CO CBOEU CMEPTHIO?

«Tebe He KaXeTCsd, 4TO YGI/IBaTB TaKUX J'II-OJIeI;I, 9TO O4Y€Hb paCTO‘-II/ITeJ'IbHO?»

«Heyzenu BBl XOTUTE, YTOOB MBI OCBOOOIUIIN €T0?»

«XM... 3T0O TOxKe OBIII0 OBl IO30POM...»

"A gyto TOrHA?"

BHe3anHo ITaynuHa HU3KO MOKJIOHUIACH U mompocuia: «[Toxkanyiicta, yoenTe MeHsI».

Priniaps, paccepKeHHBIN TeM, YTO OHa IIpepBajia X pa3roBOp, yAapui ee Horou. "Kak Tel cmeenis!"

U Bopyr umnepaTtop 3akpudai: «AUHO!» MMiepaTop BCTal CO CTyJla, U K ee YIUBJIEHUIO, IIOIIeN K
Hel.

[ToueMy OH He MOT IIPOCTO YOUTH €€ U TOKOHYUTH C ITUM?

[TaynuHa CHOBa ONyCTHUJIACh Ha KOJIEHHU, U KOr[la OHa IIOAHSJIa IJla3a, UMIIEPaTop CTOSJI IPSMO IIepef
Heii. OHa 3aTausia fbIXaHUe, YBUAEB TaK OJIM3KO ero JIUI0.

IToka oHa HN3yMJIEHHO CMOTpP€JIa Ha HEero, IMIiMPOKO PACKPEBIB I''ia3d, KMII€PAaTOP CIIPOCHII: «Kak Hacuer
TOTO, YTOOBI THI CTAJI MOUM PEL...»

Kaszanoch, 0H GBI B XOpOIlIEM HaCTPOEHUH, HO, TTIIAS Ha ee JIUII0, UMIIepaTOp BOPYT HaXMYpHUJICS.
Ero ocTprie 3eeHbIe T7la3a BHUMATEIBHO U3YYUIIU €€, a 3aTEM OH OTCTYIIUII Ha Iuar.

«He M0XeT OBITE ... THL ... THI JKEHITMHA ?»



'O HeT! MeHs paCKphUIH.

[TaynuHa CUNTbHO 3axkMypuaachk. OHa, KOHEYHO, He Obl/Ia IT0X0XKa Ha XKEHIIUHY, TaK KakK Xe
MMIIepaTop MOHsI 3T0? Kak TOIbKO OH IIPOM3HEC 3T CJI0Ba, BCe BOKPYT axHYIH OT ynuBneHus. Koe-
KTO [laXke [OJyMaJl, YTO UMIIePAaTOp IIYTUT, HO KOTOAa OHU YBUAENH PEaKIuio [TayTuHE, OHU MOHSIIH,
YTO 9TO IIPaBMa.

"9T10 XKeHIuHa?"

ConpaTel Hayanu U3eBaThCS Haf HEH U ee CTp&HOfI 3da TO, YTO Ta II0CJIajia 2KEHIITNHY Ha 6ou. Ouu
6e3 yCTallu U30€BaJINCh Hall €€ BHEITHOCTEIO.

«KeHIWHA HEe MOXKeT ObITh phitlapeM! [10J:KHO OBITh, OHA JIIO0OBHUIIA PHIIIAPS WIIM YTO-TO B 3TOM
poxe!

«Mnu npoCcTUTYyTKa B Jocnexax!»

«I[TocmoTpuTe Ha Hee! Takas ypoAUHA IPOCTO HE CMOTJIA OB COOTA3HUT MYKYIHHY ! »

«OHa HaBepHOe KioyH unu myT! KTo-To OTIIpaBui ee Ha BOEHHYI0 6a3y, YTOOR pacCMEIUThL Coaart!

«OTnpaBngaTh XEHIUHY Ha BoMHY? Bce monu Jxaca Owvimu Tpycamu! Jlysepst!

«Ecnu OBl 5T pOOUICS XEHITHHON ¥ MeHs 00T Harpaaui ObI TAKUM JIMIIOM, 5T ObI IIOKOHYHUII C COOO0M».

Kak u3 pora 13001IIKsI Ha Hee MOCHIIaINCh N30eBaTeJIbCTBa, HO OHA HACTOJIEKO K HUM IIPUBLHIK]IIA, YTO
daXe He B3OPOTrHYyJia.

I Hee 3TO OBUI MyCTOMU 3BYK.

Eit OBII0 BCe paBHO, UTO OHU AYMAIOT UJIM KaK OHU OTHOCSATCS K HEU U ee cTpaHe. [laynuHa xoTena
y3HaThb CBOIO CYOLOY.

Yro ee xmeT?

AKperCcKuY UMIIepaTop, BUAUMO, IIOTEPSII K HEW BCIKUU UHTEPEC, IIOTOMY YTO IIOBEPHYJICS U IIOLIEN
K CBOel masnaTke. 3HAYHUT JIX 3TO, UTO ee CyabOa Teleph 3aBUCHUT OT phILIaps 110 UMeHU AMHO?

Korpga ITaynmuHa B3TJIsIHYIA HA pHIAps, OHA MOHSIA, YTO OH XOJIOOHO CMOTPHUT Ha Hee. OHA 3Hana,
YTO IPYyTHe CTPaHHl He OTIIPABJIS/IM XKEHIIIUH BoeBaTh. Ha caMoM [ejie OHM paclieHWBaIu 3TO Kak
ockopbyenue. Takyio guYb I03BOJIsSIIa cebe TOJIBKO ee CTpaHa, Jxac.



I/IMnepaTop yYXe COGI/IpaHCH BOUTH B CBOIO ITaJIaTKy, KOT'Mda BHE3aITHO IIOBEPHYJICA K Hell 1 CIIPOCHUII:
«KcTaTu, TH BCe €ellle IeBCTBEHHUIIA?»
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