I 0BOIIBHO BEICOKKY 1 Kpenkuii. OH He OBII II0X0XK Ha 00BIYHOT0 YesioBeKa. MHTYUTHBHO Ka3aJioCh,
YTO TaK OHO ¥ eCThb. Jlake ero aypa Obina Apyroi. Betep, 6yATO MOGOSIBIINCE €0, PACCesCs.

«W 3TOT 4epHBIH IIam»

B Takoi xkapKui eHb HUKTO ObI He Haflesl YepHBIH Iyiatl.

OH Me[IeHHO NONHSI PyKy, 00HAXKUB JIUCT OyMaru, CKpy4YeHHBIH B popMe CBUTKA, KOTOPYIO OH
mepxan B pyke. Koner 6ymaru mpomTaMioBaH evyaThio UMIIepaTopa.

Iaxke He 3aaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, KaK OH CIOfia IT0IlaJl, MapKKU3a OCTaHOBHIACh, KaK OyITO He MOria
HAWUTHU CJIOB.

— Ho-go-go-moporou! ®pen!

YcpiaB 3Ty HOBOCTh, MApKU3 TOXkKe OBICTPO mpubexkas ¥ OKMHYJT He3HAKOMIIa, CTOSIIIEr0 Ha
TIOPOTe, OIO3PUTEILHEIM B3TJISIIOM.

MapK#u3a 3aroBopuia OPOKAIIUM TOI0COM.

— Cka3zaj, 4To OH U3 UMIIePaTOPCKOTro ABopiia. [IBopIIa.

— Taxk u 3HaI.

ITocre sToro on OIIyCTHII TOJIOBY U BHUMATEJIbHO IIOCMOTPEII Ha II€4YaTh UMIIePaTOopa.

— Tak u 3Has, 4T0 Bl U3 MMnepaTtopckoro geopua. [Io KakoMmy moBofay...

— Ectb meno K 3neHe dSuuHbOEpr.

— 9710 1.

A coenamna mar BIIEPEM. A YYBCTBOBAJIAd B3rJIAAbl MaPKKW3d U €TI0 2KE€HEBI, HO ITPOUTHOPHUPOBAIIa UX.

4 mopmornta K MyXunuHe 6111xKe, 4TOOH YBUOETH TO, YTO CKPHITO 3@ YEPHHIM IJIAIOM. JHEPTUs MaTruH,
KOTOPYIO 5 YYBCTBOBaJa OT Hero, Obllla HeBepOsiTHOM. Ka3anoch, UTO OH 04eHb CTapasiCs CKPHITh 3TO,
HO He Mor. OH onpeaeneHHO ObIJT HEOOBIYHEIM YEJTIOBEKOM.

«H ero pyka»



Pyka, mepxXaias CBUTOK, He IpUHAa/Jexkasa Hi ciIyre, HUA paly. 3To Oblyia Gobias pyka, KOTOPYIo,
Ka3aJioCh, HaTPEHUPOBAJIU [epxKaTh B pyKaX MHOXKECTBO HOXKel. Brljla BUiHA ThIJIbHAS CTOPOHA €T0
JlafiloOHY, OepzKallled CBUTOK. Mo B3I yIlal Ha CYX0XUJIKe Ha THIJIbHOUW CTOPOHE PYKU. 3aTeEM Ha

€ro JuLo.

¢l mopmHSsIIa TOJI0BY M IIOCMOTpPeEJIa Ha Hero, Kak OyaTo TIIaTelIbHO YTO-TO uira. Ha mepBeId B3I
MHe IT0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO ero JIUI0 JOBOJILHO KPAacUBOe. Y MYKUMHBI OB TEMHBIE BOJIOCEI X 30JI0TOTO
I[BETA T'/1a3a. S yAUBIEHHO B3APOTHYJIA.

«HMMnepaTtop».

OH OBITT €IMHCTBEHHBIM BO BCEM UMIIEPHH, Y KOT'0 OBIJTM YePHEBIE BOJIOCH U 30JI0THIE T'1a3a. TOJIbKO
KPOBb UMITIEPATOPCKOM CeMbH MMeJia TaKue TeHHl.

Ecnu Tak, To mepen HeH CTOUT MOJIOMOM HMITIePaTop, 0 KOTOPOM TaK MHOT'0O TOBOPHUIIH. YeIoBex,
KOTOPHIN OB MPU3HAH 3a CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH B BO3pPacTe BOCEMHA[LIATH JIET U CTaJl UMIIEPATOPOM,
U Temepb BEJIUKOJIEIHO MPABUT UMIIEPHel B ero ABaflaTh TPHU T'Ofa.

WHaue 9Ty aypy HEBO3MOKHO ObII0 00BSICHUTE. Hallv rita3a BCTPETUIKMCH. S B3APOTHYNIA U CHeNaa
mar Ha3afd. OH COOTa3HUTETbHO YIBIOHYIC.

— Marnslmxka.

A crexmnach. 3HAKOMEIH I'0JIOC.

— 41 3mech, uToOBI 3a0paTh TEOS.

— JlaBHEHBKO He BUIOEIUCH, ma?

4 manpsrnach u 3acThila. [laBHO He BUpenuch. OH TOUHO CKa3as Tak. S ybemumach B CBOUX
CyXpeHusx. [la, 9TOT MyK4HUHa...

«3aragay xejaHue, IUTI».

B TOT meHb g BCTpeTUIa TUTaHTCKYI0 YePHYIO TaHTepy.

— Brl 3HaeTe ee? — CIIPDOCHUII MapPKH3, COITYPHUB I'Jia3a.

— A, ma, 3Hat0, — MMIiepaTop TUXO0 paccMesiics, ero ynbrbKa cTajaa TOMHOM. — Kak-To pa3 BUOEIHUCS.



Bonemas pyka MMiepaTtopa noriaguiia MOX BOJIOCH. fl HEMHOIO OTOLIA U B3IJIAHYyJa Ha Hero. OH
OTBETHJI XapaKTepHOH ynrIOKOM. { Havanla pacCMaTpuBaTh €ro.

B HeM sIBHO He cuOesn NeMOH. BUmUMO s CIIMIIKOM HOJT0 pPas3risabiBana ero. OH ¢ TI000IBITCTBOM
MPUTIOHST OpPOBb. {1 0TBesa B3TJIsi. BEII CIIbIIIEH €T0 HU3KUM CMEX.

— Kak mopyuutens MMmneparopa, g 6yny KpaTok.

— ITa, koHeuHo. CiyIiaeM Bac.

— Ero BenuuectBo UMmepatop...

Ero B3rmsan OﬁpaTI/IHCH KO MHe. JT0 OBl B3TJIA[, HOKa3BIBaIOH.II/Ifl TOJILKO JIIOOOIIBITCTRBO.

— OH x04eT chenaTh MUCC JNeHy MMepaTpunen.

— Hwm... UmmepaTpunei?

Mapxku3a IOBHICHJIA TOJIOC TaK, OYATO 3TO B3MOP. B 9TOT MOMEHT S TOYYBCTBOBAIa KOT'0-TO 3@ CIIMHOM
U OTJITHYJach. f yBUfela 30JI0THIE T1a3a Opeli, KOTOphle CMOTPSIT Ha MEHSI CO CTOPOHBI JIECTHUITHL.
W3zsirHble TOHKHE OPOBU XMYPHUIMCH HAl 30JI0THIMU T7Ia3aMU. 3aTeM IIOCIBIIIAICS T0JI0C
uMIIepaTopa.

— O pa, UMmepaTpuiien.

4 cHoBa IIOBEPHYJIa I'OJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO.

«AMmepaTpuiien?»

4 momeITanack B3BECUTH €T0 HaMepeHHnd. I/IMHepaTopy ABAOLATh TPU I'Odd, a MHE ceifyac
ceMHafmaTh. O4eBUOHO, YTO €0 HE HUHTEPECYIO 5, KdK KEeHIIIUHa. K TOMY XK€ pAOOM C UMII€ePpaTOPOM
BCermga OBITI0 MHOTO BEJTUKOJIEITHEIX U OCJICTIUTETbHEIX XKEeHIMWH, IIO3TOMY HET CMEICJIa TOBOPUTH, YTO
OH BHE3aITHO BIIOOUIICS B MEHS.

«Torma eCTh TOIBKO OOMH OTBET».

OH mBITasncs MOCTaBUTh MEHS PSIIOM ¢ co00ii KaK CBOIO KEHIMHY, a He KaK CBOero puiaps. EcTs
MHOT'0 CeMeH, KOTOPBIE XOTST 3aM0IyYUTh MEHS, TaK YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH ITBITAETCS
MOHOITIOJIM3UPOBATh MEHS 3apaHee.

«Ha 9T0 He Tak Beceno CMOTPETH».



qa yCTalla OT TOIr'0, 4YTO BC€ XOTAT 3allOJIYIYUTh UMEHHO MOHU CII0OCOOHOCTH, a He MEeHS CaMmy. qa yCTalla
IIPOXOOUTh Yepe3 3TO CHOBA U CHOBA.

— WTax, g npulnen NOIpOCUTh Pa3pelleHns TI03BOIUTh 9TOX MaJIbIIIKe, HET, JIe|, 0OCTaBaThCs B
HMniepaTopCKOM OBOPIIE C CETONHSIIHET0 HS.

— AX, 5-3TO...

MapKu3 OTKPHII POT, KaK OYATO My OBIJIO0 TPYCTHO 3TO CIIBIIIATS.

A mapku3a Obly1a ouKO cuyactiuBa. Hy koHeuHo. Kakoii BrIcIIeil yecThio ObI0 ObI CKa3aTh, YTO €€
noub crana Mmmepartpurneii. Ho HaMepeHu# crenaTth AJig HAX XOTh YTO-TO XOPOIIIee y MeHs He ObIIo.
U s oTKa3bIBalOCh CAguTh UX Ha CBOIO ILIEIO0.

— Brl npuexanu u3 gBoplia. MbI BaM papel.

Ero B3rnan o6patuics Ha MeHs. 3aTeM ObICTPO IOCIEeL0BaIM CJI0BA MAPKU3EL

— OTo Hallla IpekpacHas JJeHa. [laBaiiTe MBI C HEY HEMHOTO 1000aTaeM 00 3TOM H...

¢ mpourHOpHpPOBaa ee s ¥ MOBEpPHYIach K MmepaTopy.

—4d X04y CaMa IIPUHATE PEeIIeHune.

— Bort kak?

— Jla, — KUBHYJa 4.

OH OTBETHJI TOMHOM YJILIOKOM.

— Torma koro BeiGepeT nenu? He xoTUTe U BB ITOCTIENOBATh 3@ MHOM B MIMIiepaTopcKuit gBoperr?
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