-"Xaxa! Tsl moOegum 3TUX KPUBOHOTHX MOIIEHHUKOB, TIyNbIKa! AX, Kak ObI MHE XOTEJIOCH 3TO
yBumgeTh!"

KpuxkHayn crapsiit TaH, BHITHPaAs POT U CTaBsI KPYKKY Ha CTOJ. B oTnuyune oT GONBIIMHCTBA OHEH,

3mech OblJTa He BOfa, a ITMBO, BOCXUTUTEIIBHO IMy3bIPpAIIasaCs Oeyas meHa.

JIu co CBUCTOM pas3nuil MUBO II0 CBOEU KPYXKKe, TTISIAd Ha CBOe OTpaXKeHue B SHTapHOU TeHu. Ha ero
nutle Oblna jlerkKas ynbiOKa, HO OH He MOT TOYHO OIPeNesiuTh ee, HO yIbiOKa Obljila He COBCEM IIOTHOM,
He TaKOU, KaK paHbIIe.

-"Ila, T meUCTBUTENIBHO BOMII B HUX HEMHOI'0 3[[paBOT0 CMEICTIA."

Cka3zan JIu ¥ B30OXHYII.

-"3Haellb, CTAPUK, a THl HUKOTIa HEe 3afyMbIBaica?"

-"Hacuert yero, mapeHn?"

Ckasai crapeiii TaH.

-"O60 MHe. §1 3Ha, YTO THI OCTP, HECMOTPS Ha TO, KaK T'POMKO ThI MOXKEIIb TOBOPUTH, U S 3HAIO, YTO
THI 3HAEIIh, YTO 5 HEUTO ropa3no 0oJIbIllee, YeM KaXKeTCs Ha IePBBIA B3TJIS."

Crapri TaH paccMmescs.

-"Huyero u3 sToro He UMeeT 3HAYEHUs, ITapeHb. f cKa3al, YTo HUKOrAa He Oydy XKaaTh OT TeOs
OombIero, 4eMm oT 1F060T0 cTaporo 0aTpaka, ¥ MOe CJIOBO - 3TO TO, OT Yero s HUKOIa He
OTCTYIITIOCh. HeBakHO, KTO ThI - U3THAHHBIM BOMH U3 JIETEH/IH, KaKOH - TO 602KECTBEHHBIN [yX WU
maxe meMOH. [I715 MeHs THI - MOM caMblll IIeHHbIH 6aTpak, TOT, KTO OYOeT HeCTu TPYH MOUX PYK
fanblile MOe! XU3HHU, TOT, KTO yKe OTHaJl MHOTO YyecTu AliHe u MHe."

JIn KMBHYJI, IpexXKje YeM OH OTKHHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3ajl U OCYIIHII CBOIO KPYKKY.

OH mocMoTpen B 0KHO. Houb OBlna 4OCTaTOYHO SPKOM, YTOOH TYHHBIN U 3Be3[HbIM CBET MIPOHUKAJ
BHYTPB, OCBeIllast OCBEIIEHHBIM KAMUHOM KOTTEAXK JTy4aMyu He3eMHOU OeTM3HHI.

-"THI 1IpaB, CTapHK, S He 3Hal0, 3a4eM CIpalirBal.”

JIu 06xBaTUI KPYKKY 00€MMU PYKaMHU.

-"Ckaxu, ¢ To00i 1 ToM 0ECKOHEeYHOM MYOPOCThI0, KOTOPO# TH BCETHA XBAJIUIIBLCS, MOKET ObITh, THI

MeHs BBIC/IylIaellb? MHe HyKHO TBOe MHEeHHe Koe 0 4yeM."

-"Ox?! Tl TaKOM yMHBIN IIApEHD, YTO yKe TaK JaBHO HU 0 YeM MeHS He chpalnuBai. Kak TOIbKO TH
YXBaTHUIICS 3a 3Ty CTapylo GpepMy B CBOeU UyeCHOM rojioBe, Tebe yKe He HyKHO ObIJI0O HUUEeTo
IIPOCUTH y MeHd."



-"Hy, TyT memno He B ¢pepmepcTBe."

JIv cHOBa IMOCMOTPEIT B OKHO, €T0 TJIa3a IPOCIIeTUIN 3a IyI0M cepebprcTo-6eIoro IyHHOTO CBETa,
KOTOPBIH MPo0eKaJl 1Mo JIMIy CTaporo TaHa, BHICBETUB €I0 MOPIIWHEI.

-"Ho y MeH$ eCTb 3TOT...KyJIOH. [lepeBAHHBIY KyJI0H. OH ¢ Moell POOUHEL, 1 OH HAallOMUHAET MHE O
MOeM IpounoM. Kak xopoiue, Tak U IJI0XYWe BOCIIOMUHAHUS, BILJIOTh O TOTO, YTO 5 HE YBEPEH, YTO
XOPOLIIO 3TO UK HeT.

¢4 3Ha10, YTO BCSAKMY pa3s, KOraa s CMOTPIO Ha HETo, S caepxkuBaio ce0st, ¥ CMOTPIO Ha3afl, a He
BIIepef, HO 5 3Hal0, YTO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia 51 0TOpackiBaio ero U CMOTPIO B Oyayiiee, s MOTy
HUKOTTA ero He Moay4uTh 06paTHOo. Ho B TO ke BpeMsi OH THHET BHe 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, YTO 5
menao."

-"[lepxkaThCs MHe 3a HET0? BrIOpoCcUTE ero mpoyus? [laxke MOYMHUTD €70, 3Hasl, YTO OH HUKOTa He
OymeT mpeKHUM, HECMOTPS HX Ha 4T0?"

Crapsiit TaH moyecan 60poay ¥ XMBIKHYI.

-"Hy 4To0 X, BO3MOXKHO, TH Ulelllb OTBETa He y TOT0 CTapuKa, IoHolIa. [Tpouinoe - 3T0 BCe, 4TO y
MeHS eCTbh. f XKUBY pagu BOCIOMUHAHUYU O TOM, UTO S COesal 1 4To Y MeHs Obito. Teneps s paboTaio
Ha pepme, 4TOOH laTh MUP KHU3HU, KOTOpAs Ilepekuiia Xxaoc. f IulleH apy3ei u 1008, YTOOH!
YTUTH APYXKOy U 11000Bb, KOTOpas 671arocioBuia MeHs HECKOIbKO XKU3HEeHN Ha3af."

OH cpenan nayay.

-"TIpomiyoe oYeHb IIEHHO, CHIHOK. YTO MOXKeT OBITh JIYYLIUM A0Ka3aTeTbCTBOM ITOTHOIEHHON KU3HHY,
yeM OoraToe mporuioe? YTo MoXKeT OBITh JTydllle HallOMUHAHUS 0 TOM, YTO 3T MOU U30UTHIE PYKU
IIPUHEC]IA MHe BelnJailllee cYacThe U Belnudaniilee HeCc4yacThe, YeM BOCIIOMUHAHUS O MPOIIEOIINX
BpeMeHax?"

-"Ho mpormtioe Toxe MoXeT OhITh SKOPEeM, U IPUTOM TsIKeIbIM. HeKoTophle JTI0OU pacTpayuBaioT
JIy4Ilrie TOObl CBOEU KU3HM, TOCKYS I10 ClaBe JajeKoro MPOIUIoro. BUanis iy, mapeHs, IpoIioe
IIEHHO TOJIbKO TOTfIa, KOTHa eCTh HacTosIlee u Oyayiiee, 4ToOH CpaBHUBATh UX. XpPaHU KYJIOH, HO HE
OCTaHaBNKUBal ero ruuenre. Korga npupgeT BpeMsi, IyCTh OH IIPEBPaATUTCA B IIpax, HO IIpexX/ae Jenen
€r0, U TOJIBKO TOT[Ia THI I10 - HACTOSIIIEMY OL[eHHUILIb TO, YTO OTIYCTUIL."

JIu oTCTaBUII CBOM CTaKaH B CTOPOHY.

-"Torpa Kak HacueT Te0s1? Korpa xe THl OTITyCTHUIIh MEHST?"

Crapriit TaH ynbIOHYICS.

-"JYecTHO rOBOpS, S ¥ CaM He 3Ha. [[0 TOTO, KaK THI IPHUIIEJI, S OyMaJl, YTO OTIYCTHII Tebsi, ObLT
TOTOB CTHUTH, Aa. f coxKases, 4To He MOTY MOYTUTh ITaMITh AlHE, HO YTO MOT CHeNlaTh CJIeou
crapuk? Ho Temeps, KOTHa TH PSIOM CO MHOM, TapeHs? [la Beb ST YYBCTBYIO OOJIbINE XKU3HU, YEM
Korpma-nmu6o! TH yKe MOYTHI IaMATh AMiHe, ¥ BCe e g X0Uy KHUTh ellle U ellle, YTOO YBUIETh, KaK
OaJiIeKo Thl CMOXKeIllb 3aUTH."



-"Kak pmameko s mory?"
JIu yneIOHYTICS.

-"¢l uMelo B BUMY, UTO yKe MOJIy4Yus NUIeH3KI0 TpaBHUKA. [IpoCcTO HYyKHO, UTOOH ee JOCTaBUIIN, HO
3T0 Oy[eT TOJLKO 3aBTpPa. MBI CTOMM Ha II€PBOM 3Talle HOJITOT0 ¥ TPaHAMO03HOT0 Iy TEIIeCTBUS,
cTapuHa."

Crapnii TaH pagoCTHO 3aKUBa T'OJIOBOM.

-"H cKOJNBbKO OBI JIET ¥ MEHSI HU OCTAJIOCh, 5 MOTPAyy MX Ha TO, YTOOB YBUIETh, KAK TBOU YCUIHUS
pacuBeTaoT, Kak LBETH BeCHOM. 71 y:Ke MHOTO ieT paboTaio B 3TOM CBOEM TeJie, TaK 4To Tebe Jyyie
OBITH TOTOBEIM CMHUPUTHCS CO MHOH, xa!"

-'TloBepb MHe, MHe OBITI0 OBI CTHIIHO, ec/iu OBl 51 He MOT YTHaThCS 3@ TOOO0M U TBOUMU CKPUITYUYUMHU
CTapeIMA KOCTSAMU."

Ckaszan JIu.

OHU BMeCTe TIOCMESITUCE, TIpexkae ueM JIu ctan cepb€3HbM. CTaphiil TaH MOYyBCTBOBAN IIEPEMEHY
HACTPOEHUS U CKJIIOHUJ TOJIOBY HaOOK.

-"CTapuk, 9TOT ... KOHTPAKT C TpaBaMHu - yemyxa."

Ckaszasn Jlu.

-"M&l ero He nonyuuM. YepHas JIo3a, KOHEYHO XKe, TIOJIYYUT €ro, HO s X0Tes 0wl moobemaTh Tebe,
YTO, 4TO OBl HU CIIy4YHJIOCH, 5T He IlepecTany paboTaTs. 51 mo3abouych 0 TOM, 4TOOE Hacnenue AliHe
yBaxanocs. f m03aboyyck 0 TOM, YTOOE HHYTO HE BCTAJIO HA ITyTH 3TON GEepPMbI, faxke eCJIi 3TO caMa
KOpoHa."

Crapei TaH yCMexXHYIICS.

-"Hy e, mapeHs, 51 3Ke He [J1s TOT0 TeOs B3sJI, YTOOH! THI JIeXKall ¥ TEPIEN mopaxenue, a? [Touemy
Obl HaM He BEIPBATh 3TOT KOHTPAKT ¥ 3TUX OOJNBIINX allTEYHHIX YOII0IKOB?"

OH TakxXe OTCTaBUJI CBOM OOKaJl B CTOPOHY.

-"4 3Ha10, 0 yeM TH gyMaelnb. Kak MOXeT, OIUH YeJI0BEeK, KOHKYPUPOBaTh CO BCeMU YepHEIMU
Jlozamu? Ho g ckaxy Tebe, TapeHb, YTO 3TO BO3MOXKHO. 1 3TO y&Ke Bupen. Korma AliHne Obina XKuBa, a
€e 3JIMKCUPHI U TPaBhl ObLIM IPEIMETOM PA3TOBOPOB B IOPOIE, BCE CaMbleé BEICOKOIIOCTABIIEHHEIE
aBaHTIOPUCTHI, TAPHU U JEBYIIKM C JeHbraMU ¥ BIUSHUEM, CTPEMUINCH Clofa. Kak Thl AyMaels, 4To
cnyyunocsk ¢ Yepnoii Jlozoii? OTcrou. HuuToxkecTso."

-"¢l He coMHeBalOCh, YTO y TeOS eCTh JOCTAaTOYHO BO3MOXKHOCTEM, YTOOBI CHOBA IOTPY3UTh 9TUX
0e3nyLUIHEIX MEP3aBlEB B I'PSA3b."



JIn KUBHYIL.

-"¢l umelo B BUY, UTO, HABEPHOE, CTOUT MOMP0OOoBaTh. 1 MPOCTO TOBOPIO Tebe, YTO €CNIU 3TO He
cpaborTaert, To Tebe He CTOUT BOITHOBATHCS."

Crapsiit TaH KUBHYN U CTYKHYJI ce0s KyJaKoM B TPYIb.

-"3T0 mpaBma, HO MOAyMaTh TOJIbKO, YepHas Jlo3a 6pocaeT HaM BbI30B! Kak TOBKO OHU MTOMMYT, YTO

Tl HAQYYHUJICS Y JTy4IIuX paboT AliHe, OHM CTAHYT IOJXKUMAaTh XBOCTHI, KaK MapIiXiBHIe IeHKY."

BHe3amnHo CHapyXu KOTTeaXKa pa3fasics TIIyXoH yaap. 3a HUM CTOsJIa OTPOMHAs TSIXKECTh - TSIXKECThb
YeJI0OBEUYECKOT0 Teja.

JIu HeMeJIeHHO BCTall.

-"41 cam ¢ aTuM pa3bepych."

BrIfinst HapyXKy, OH yBUAEN 3araHa, OTHEHHO - YePHBIM MeX KOTOpOro 6iecTesn B IYyHHOM CBeTe. Y ero
HOT JIeKaJl TPYII MyKUMHBI, MCKaJIeUeHHbIH U 000KKEeHHBIN 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH. B yemnmocTsx 3araHa
BCe ellle OUITach CBeXKe - BEIAPaHHAs sipeMHast BeHa (HeCKOJIbKO IIapHBIX BEH, pacIioaraloinuxcs Ha
IIee ¥ YHOCSIITIUX KPOBBb OT IIEX U TOJIOBBI) C yMUPAIOIIel XKU3HbI0, ee CKOJIb3Kask KpacHOTa Oblna
OTYeTIUBO BUOHA B OJIeMHOM JTYHHOM CBeETe.

3araH nporyotun Beny.

-"TloxoXke, 4TO fazxe HeTIOAU ObINIK MIPHBIIeYeHH K Tebe, MO IOCIIOANH. ITO OBIJT BAMIIUD, U K TOMY
JKe U3 Hu3Ien nopopsl. [TouemMy oH ocMenuncs NpuOIu3UThCS K Balllel TEPPUTOPUHM - 3TO BHIIIE
MOEero IMOHMMaHUsI, HO KOTHa MOM YeJIIOCTH CXKAJIMCh Ha ero ropie u s 00bSICHUI eMy IPUYUHY ero
HaTJIOCTH, OH 3asBUJI, YTO Mpuiesn u3 YepHou JIo3eL."

-"Cmacu6o tebe, 3arad. Twl Bcerga MHe IIOMOTaelb. "

JIz mocMoTpern Ha PuBbepy, cxXuMas KyJlaku.

-"OHH IIpUcsany KO MHe II0CETUTES, He Tak nu? Hy, g IyMaro, 4TO IPHUILIO BpEMS OTIIAaTUTh UM 3a
3Ty ycuyry."
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