IIpocco Opocuics K narepio peillapei. 3a HUM ciefoBaja Opoa pa300MHUKOB, UX MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIE
(dakesbl MepLIAIN B TEMHOTE HOUM. [IeCATKYU Map caror XpPyCTeu JIeCHOM TpaBoi o[ HOraMu, Korga
OHM cJiefioBany 3a HUM. OH 3HaJ OT IIOCIaHHBIX UM Pa3BEOUYUKOB, YTO PHILIAPU HE 0KUOAI0T
6omnbIIoro cpaxkeHusi. MHOTMe U3 HUX BCe ellle ObIIM B Jlarepe, BEPOSTHO, HAIUBIIKChL BUHA. OHU
BEPUJIH, UTO HAXOASATCS 3[€Ch TOILKO AJIST TOTO, YTOOBI KA3HUTH KAKOU-TO OOBIYHBIM ITPECTYITHBIN
cOpo.

IIpocco yXMBITBHYJICS, KOTHA OH HEeCCS 4epe3 J1ec, HOIIa Bpe3asiCh NPSIMO B IePEBbs, €CNIA OHU
CTOSINIA Ha ero MyTH, ¥ pa3pylIas UX TOIbKO I'pybol cumoii. ITornoTuB pelHaXKepa, ee Mara u
CITyTHHMKA - BOMHA, OH CTaJl HAMHOTO cuiIbHee. HUKTO U3 3TUX pHILlapel He 3HaJ, YTO UX XKfeT. Bce
OHU CTaHyT NuIlel Ay 3araHa, U [JeMOH, COTIaCHO UX KOHTPaKTy, JapyeT eMy CUIy.

-"Brepeq, Opatbs!"

B3apesern [Ipocco, Bpe3aBIIUCh B OPYroe OepeBo U IPEBPATUB €ro B JIMBEHD IIIEIO0K.

BaHOuTH 1T03agy HETO HECIIA eT0 KPUK, BO30yKIOeHHbIE TOM IOJaBIIIIOIeN CUI0N, KOTOPYIO OH
OEMOHCTPHUPOBAJL.

Ho tyT 4yTO-TO 6BIIO HE TaK. [IpOoCCO MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO UX KPUKH CTAJIX THIlE, YyeM 00bYHO. OH He
OBLT MypaKoM: OH 3HaJI, YTO HEKOTOPHIE U3 HUX CIEAYIOT 3a HUM U3 CTpaxa, HO BCce XkKe Bce OBII0
CJIMIIKOM THXO. 3aTEM IIIaT¥ BOKPYT HETO HaYaju UCYe3aTh.

Ipocco ocTaHOBUIICS. XOJOMHBIM TTOT BEICTYIIUII Y HETO Ha CIIMHE. JTO ObI UHCTUHKT,

TIO[ICKA3bIBAOIINI €My, 9YTO YTO-TO He Tak. - OH 00epHYIICS.

[TonHas TeMHOTa. OH HaMpSTas 3peHue, YTOOH He MIPOMYCTUTh HU OJHOTO O/TyKOaoIero OroHbKa
dakera, ¥ IPUCIYIIXBAJCS K IIIaraM CBOUX OpaTheB.

Huuero. TonbKO TEMHOTa JIeca CMOTPeEJIa Ha HETO B OTBET, HCKPUBJIEHHBIE CTBOJIBI IIPECIIEOOBAJIA €T0
CBOUM BEIPDazKE€HUEM.

Kak 6ynTo ero 6aHAUTHL, TPO3HAs CHUJia YUCIEHHOCTHIO B MATHAECAT Y€JIOBEK, IIPOCTO IepecTau
CyIIeCTBOBaTh. 30eCh HEe OBIJIO HU UX CIEO0B, HA pa30pOCaHHEIX CaIlor, HU OCTATKOB (paKkeyioB, HU
ISITEeH KPOBH, TOJIBKO ITOJTHOE ¥ aOCOTIOTHOE HUYTO.

Ipocco HeMe[JIeHHO MpUHS 60eBYI0 CTOWKY, Aep:Ka Med 1epef co00i, 1 MeIJIeHHO OTJIsAeICs
BOKPYT, IIBITASCh OHSATH, UYTO IPOUCXOTUT. MOKeT ObITh, OH HAaXOOUJICS TIOL BIUSHUEM UJITIO3UN?
-"Benukunt 3aras,"

Ckazan [Ipocco.

-"TBI YyBCTBYEIIb Ha HAC KaKyI-HUOYOb TPSA3HYI0 Maruio?"



T'onoc 3araHa pe30HUPOBAT B €T0 PyKe, KakK TOPTaHHOE PhYaHUe.

-"Huuero momoOHOTO, MOM moamauHbIM. Ho He Golics, n00 cuna, KOTOPOU ST Hafenui Te0s, 3aTMeBaeT
BCE, UTO MOTYT COOpAaTh MPOCTEIE CMEPTHHIE U3 IIJIOTH ¥ KPOBH."

Ipocco TIpUIYPUIICS, IIBITASACh BITISIOETHCS B TEMHOTY jeca. C moMolbio 3araHa OH BCeraa
YyBCTBOBas ce0si B 6€30IIaCHOCTH B TEMHOTE, IIOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO UMEHHO ero ciiefyeT O0SIThCS B
TeMHOTe. Ho Temeps 3TO cTapoe, 3HAKOMOe, YeJI0BEYEeCKOe YYBCTBO - CTPax Mepef HeM3BeCTHOCTHIO -
BEPHYJIOCH K ero JIeASTHOMY CepPIly, ¥ OH BCIOTE].

Ho o He Obin 3e1eHBEIM ManbuyukoM. OH 3Has, 9YTO Takoe OuTBa. Korma oH OBLI pEIIIApeM, OH
CpaxaJics IPOTUB JIECHAIX 371b(OB U BUAET, KaK ero COOTeUEeCTBEHHUKY ITafialid, Ka3aioch Ok, U3
HUOTKYHa CTPeaMH, KOTOphIe Mafiaid KakK [0XKOb CPEeu epeBheB. Ero TpeHUPOBKY Hanu o cebe
3HATh, ¥ OH CPa3y ke OPOCUIICS Ha IOJISHY B JIeCy.

Ha monsine n1060¥ CKPHITHIY TPOTUBHUK [0JKeH ObLII TOKa3aTh CBOE IIPUCYTCTBUE, U €CJIH OHU
MCII0JTb30BAIK JIYKHW WJIM MaTuio, TO HallpaB/IeHUe UX aTaKyd CTAHOBUIIOCH 60Jiee 0YEeBUIHBIM.

[TonsiHa GbIyTa KPACUBOM U MTPOCTOPHOM. JIETKO COPOK IIIaroB B ITONEPEeYHUKE C TPABOM, PACTYIIEH
HU3KO, YTOOB MaKCHMaJIbHO YBEJIUYUTh BUTUMOCTD. JIyHa CHsi/ia BEICOKO U SPKO, OCBelllas MOJISTHY,
Kak Ha ciieHe. OH CTOSJ B IIEHTpPe 3TOT0 TeaTpa IPUPOAL], HabIiomas 3a KOJIbI[OM IePEBLEB BOKPYT
ce0s B TIOMCKaX HETPOIIeHOU MyOIUKH.

XOoTsI OH BEPHUJI, YTO y2Ke JaBHO OTOPOCHUJII CBOIO YeJIOBEYHOCThL Pady IeMOHUYECKOM CUJIBI, OH BCE elle
YyBCTBOBaJ ce0sl 04eHb peasbHbIM, 0YeHb IEPBOOLITHHIM, C YEJIOBEYECKUM MHCTUHKTOM, TOBOPSIINM

€My, 4TO JIeC BOKPYT HETO - 3TO TIOpbMa, KOJIbIIO AEPEBHEB, CTEH, KOTOPHIE 3aK/II0YalOT €T0 B TIOPHMY

nns youiicTa. ITo ero Koxe mo6exkany MypalIkKy, a MBILIITH 3aip0XKaJu.

B Bo3myxe moBucia MepTBas TUIIMHA. [[ake HaceKoMble He IebeTanu. TpaBa caMa 1o cebe Ka3asach
eMy HeXXeJlaHHOM, OHa LIeTIsAiach 3a ero HOTH, XXKaxXaajla CoXpaTh ero TPYII.

[TosiBuICS PUCYHOK U3 AepeBbeB. OH I1e MeJIeHHO U HEeTOPOIINIUBO. [Ip0oCCO BIIOTHE MOT IIPUHSATH
ero 3a 4YeyioBeKa. BBICOKUM, CTPOMHOI'0 TEIOCIOKEHHS, HO C JOCTAaTOYHO IMUPOKUMHU IIJIedyaMu, YTOORI
cpa3y OblJI0 BUAHO, YTO 3TO MyKuKMHa. be3 Mareliiero koje6aHusl OH UCII0Ih30Ball JIaloHb CBOEH
pyku 6e3 Meda, 4TOOBI cCOOpaTh BETED.

BeTep cBucTEN, KOTHa OH KPYXKHUJICS ¥ CIIMBAJICS BOKPYT €IUHCTBEHHOW TOYKM HAJ €ro JIalOHbIO0,
KOHJIEHCUPYSCh B IIOUTH TBEPAYIO CPepy.

Ipocco ycunueM Bonu mpeBpaTuil chepy B CEPIIOBUIHBIN KIIMHOK U Opocun [1e3Bue BeTpal,
BEIOPOCHB CMEPTOHOCHEBIN CHAPSI B CTOPOHY GUTyphl. OH TSKeJ0 AN, ¥ ero 3peHue Ciaerka
npoxaso. OH OB BOMHOM ITI0 KJIaCCy ¥ PHIIIAPEM CMEPTH II0 CIIEIMaIbHOCTH, TaK YTO €TI0 3amachl
MaHbI OBUTM He Ha BEICOTE. YKpaJIeHHOe 3aKTMHAHKE TSIKeJ0 JaBUIO Ha HET0, HO OHO OBLIIO
CMEepPTEeNbHO OMacHEIM. Hu ofyH phillaph, HEB3Wpas Ha TOJIIMHY ero NOCIeX0B, HUKOTHA He CMOT OBl
IIPOTHUBOCTOSITH EMY.



Jle3Bue KOHOEHCUPOBAHHOTO BETPA CO CBUCTOM YCTPEMHUIIOCEH BIIEPEI, C BOEM BpE3aBIINUCEH B QUTYDY.
CrycTuBLINKCS BETED Pa3/IeTeNCs Ha YaCTH, CTONKHYBIIKUCH C GUTYPOH, U C IIUIIeHNEM IIPEBPATUIICS
B JIETKUH BETED.

Ipocco xmbikHY. Ero n3My4yeHHbIH OUTBOM pa3dyMm paboTtasn ObIcTpo. OH IPUIIEN K BHIBOAY, UTO 3TOT
yesioBeK 00afaeT KakKou-To popMoi Maruyeckoro CONPOTUBIEHU. BO3M0OXHO, KOJIBIIO UJIH aMyJIeT,
KaK ITPOCTHIE MAarn4eCcKyu YCTONYMBEIE O Ibl, ObITM HEOCTATOYHO CUJIBHEI, YTOOB! IIPOTUBOCTOSITh

aTakymoIleMy 3aK/IMHAHUIO paHra Llenecuyma.

HeaxHo. OH npeanoyrTan u3bruBaTh ¥ PyOUTH CBOMX BParoB 10 CMEPTH. JTO fienajo ero 6osee
11oxoxkeM Ha cebsi. OH YXMBITbHYJICS, IPOTJIOTUB MHCTUHKTHI, KOTOPhIe KpUYasu eMy 0exkaTh, U
BMECTO 3TOT0 MOAHSI B cebe 60eBy0 spocTh. OH CXBATUII CBOM JIMHHBIN Me4Y 00EUMU PyKaMu U
Opocuics B aTaky.

durypa HUUETO He [ieNlaa, TOJIBKO IIla Biepen. He crana HaOupaTh TeMIl, HapsAraThCs, BCTaBaTh B
"3aIuTy", IPOM3HOCUTHL 3aKINHAHUS - Hudero. Korpga ¢urypa npubnusunach, [Ipocco He MOHST,
[I0YeMy OH TaK UCIyrasics. 3aradykKaHHbIE IPSI3bI0 CAIlOry, IIOHOIIEHHBIE KOXKaHbIe [IITaHbl, pBaHas
nMbHSHAS py0axa u rpy0o0 CIIUTHIN KaIIOIIOH ObIIM eAMHCTBEHHEIMU BEIllaMU Ha 3TOM YeJIOBEKE.
Huyero crosimero.

IIpocco Ha CeKyH[y 3agyMasicsi, He ObII JTX 3TO KaKOH-HUOYIb HeCYAaCTHHIN KPEeCThbSHUH, BOILIEIIINN B
71ec B KaKOM-TO ITbstHOM Openy. HeBaxkHo. OH 06pyIIKII CBOM KJIMHOK IIPSIMO Ha T'OJIOBY YeJIOBEKa,
HaMepeBasich Pa3pyOUTh HECUACTHOT'O MIOTI0JIaM II0CepPeauHe.

-"Kak xe Tak!?"
'na3sa [Ipocco, MajieHbKNE U NIPUILIYpeHHBIE, YMYOPUINCE 6€3MEPHO PaCIIUPUTLCS.
O Opocuiicst Ha 9TOr0 KPeCThIHUHA CO BCEH CBOEM MOIIBLIO, C CHJION, TUTAEMOM KPOBBIO ITIOYTH COTHHU

IIPUHECEHHEIX B 2KEPTBY OYIII.

Ho ¢urypa npocTto nopHsIa pyKy ¥ CXBaTujla Med OMHOU PyKo#. Pa3mancs B3phIBHOU
MeTaJlInYeCKUi 3BYK, KOTfia KIMHOK [Ipocco Bpe3ascs B pyKy, KOTopas Ka3ajlach HeCOKPYIIUMOH,
TBEPOOM, KaK MU(PHUIL.

MyX4rHa 3azKaJ JIe3Bre Mexkay O0IbIINM U YKa3aTeIbHBIM HajibliaMu. [Ipocco XMBEIKHYII, TIBITASCh
OTOABUHYTHCST Ha3aj, YTOOEl BEHICBOOOAUTH CBOM KIMHOK. OH 3aphIJicS HOTaMH B 3eMJII0, ¥ KOTa ero
MYCKYJIbl HallPST/INCh, a IIOT IIOJIAJICS PYYbSMH, €T0 CTYIIHU 00pa30Bajii BOPOHKY B JIECHOM
TIOJICTUIIKE - CBUIETEILCTBO €I0 OTPOMHOM CHIJIHL.

Ho 9T0 6BII0 HUYTO 10 CPABHEHUIO C 3TUM YEJIOBEKOM.
Yro ObI [Ipocco HYU Aesal, OH He MOT BRIPBATh KIIMHOK U3 €T0 HAaCMEITMBOM XBaTKHU.
Bcenrwimmka 6omu. OH TOYYBCTBOBaJ, Kak ero 3peHue nobesneso, ¥ 3apeBen B aroHuu. OH chenant

HECKOJIBKO IIIar0B Ha3al, YYBCTBYs, KaK ero TejIi0 CTAaHOBUTCS jierde. C ApoXKaIlldM B3TJISIIOM OH
IIOCMOTPEJT Ha MYXKYHUHY.



Myx4nHa gepKain Med [Ipocco, C OTOPBAHHOM €TI0 PYKOU B IIJIeYeBOM CYCTaBe.

I pocco moTpe6oBaIoCh HECKOJIBKO CEKYH, YTOOBI MOHSTE, YTO MPOU30ILI0. YUCTHIH IIIOK 3aMEeJIHIT
X0f ero MeIcyiedt. TopKO KOTfja OH IT0YyBCTBOBAJ 00/Ib OT KPOBH, XJIRIHYBILEN M3 TYCTOTO CyCTaBa ero
PYKH, OH TIpUILE]I B cebs.

-"A THI KTO TakKou?"

Cxka3zar [Ipocco, Korfa ero JeMoOHrYecKasi pyKa CUJIbHO HajlaBua Ha paHy, TIIETHO IBITASCH
OCTAaHOBUTBH KPOBOTEUeHHE. AJast KUIKOCTh IIPOCOYMIACh MeXKY ero IasbllaMy, Kamas Ha JIECHYIO
TPaBy, KaXkKAYIIyI0 OOIBILIETO.

-"O4eBUIHO, TH UCIIOIH3YELIb U031, YTOOH CKPHITh UCTHHHYIO cuny. Ho TBos cuma Toxe
BHYIIKTENIbHA. TH Befib repo, He Tak /Tu? CKOJIbKO reploTruHs 3alljlaThiia 3a TO, YTOOH y Hee Oblna
roHdas cobaka? Heyxenu oHa paclyTHHYala Tak ke, Kak ¥ ee KOPOJIeBCTBO?"

MyxuuHa 3aKUHYI pyKy [Ipocco 3a cuuny. OH chenas wmar Biepeq, a Ipocco - Tpu Iara Ha3aq,.

-"Tepoit? Huuero nmogo6Horo."

MyX4rHa 0CTaHOBHIICS. [IpOoCcCO He 3HaJ, Ta/UTIOLIUHUPYET JIX OH, HO eMy Ka3aJioCh, YTO OH BU[UT,
KaK TpaBa pacTeT BOKPYT He3HaKOMIIa, HEKHO 00BUBasCh BOKPYT €T0 HOT.

-"41 3mechk Bcero nulib hepmep, YTOOBI BEIPBATh COPHSKH."

-"TrI cMeeIb U30eBaThCsA Hago MHOM?"

Ckaszan [Ipocco. OH 3HaJ, YTO [OJXKeH 0exXaTh, KaXKObIi MHCTUHKT B HEM TOBOPHUJI eMy 00 3TOM, HO
WHCTUHKTH TaKKe TOBOPUJIM €My, UTO OH He CMOXKeT y6exkKaTh OT 3TOTro yesioBeka. OH HojKeH ObLT
CTOSITh ¥ CPaXKaThCH.

-"¢l He oXuman BCTPETUTh reposi TakK paHo, HO MyCTh OyOeT Tak. 3araH, BO3bMU CHUJIy TeX [OYIII,
KOTOPBIMHU MBI TUPOBani. [[leMoHnndyeckas TpaHcmorpudukamms]."

Iemonuyeckas pyka [Ipocco HeyoepKUMO 3aTpsiClach, IIPexkae YeM B30PBAThCS B MacCy
M3BUBAIOIIENCS 3MeeBUNHON ThMEI. OHA CKOJIb3HUJIA II0 BCEMY €r0 TeJy, IOKPHIBAs €T0 BOJTHUCTHIMU
BOJIHAMH YEPHOTI'0 1IBeTa, [T0KAa OH He IIPeBPaTHUJICS yKe He B T'yMaHOU/a, a B Ipy0yI0 Maccy
amopdHO# ThMEL. OH B3BBLUI B BO3MYX, ¥ €T0 TOJIOC OBIJT COBEPIIEHHO 3BEPUHEBIM.

C BoeM ero Teno cTabuIu3uPOBAIOCh, TEMHOTA BOCCTAHOBUIIA €T0 TIOTEPSHHYI0 PYKY U IIpeBpaTHiia
KOHEYHOCTH B YyHOBHUIIHEIE CYIIIECTBA, TOKPHITHIE YTOIBHO - Y€PHBIM MEXOM ¥ 3BEPUHBIME KOT'TSIMHU.
Ero Teso moTepsiyio cBo GPOHIO ¥ CTAJIO TOX0XKKUM Ha TEJI0 3BEPSI, yOBauBasi MIIIEYHYI0 MACCy U
TIOKPHIBasi Ce0sI 3aLIUTHOM IIKYPOH M3 TYCTOTO YEPHOTO MeXa.

Ero romoBa crana JInkaHTpomHOM (000POTHS), TJIa3a TOPEeId IUKUM KPACHEIM OTHEM, a YeII0CTH
OBLTH TIOKPBITHL 3a3YOPEHHBIME KJTBIKAaMU, IJIMHHBIMA U OCTPBIMHU, KaK KMHKaJIHL.



OH OBUI TOYTH TAKOM K€ BHICOKMI, KaK IepPeBO, ¥ B TPU pa3a mupe. Ero CyXoXumus 4yI0BUIIHO
M3BUBAJIUCH TI0] IIEPCTHIO, a IbIXaHUE BLIPHIBAIIOCH TTTYOOKUMU, TPOX0YYIIUMU 06J1aKaMy,
IYPIYPHEIMU U STOBUTHIMHU.

"¢ coxkpan COTHIO gy, YTOORl BO3POOUTLCS B 00IMKe 3araHa."
Cxka3zan JIpocco, u B ero rojioce IMOCIIHINANIOCh TOPTAHHOe PRIYaHMe.

-"Mowu cusbl CTPEMUTENIbHO pacTyT. Hu oguH peillaph He yObeT MeHsi. Hu oguH Mar He yObeT MeHS.
[Taxe THI, TEPOY, HE CMOXKEIb CPABHUTHLCS CO MHOK. "

-"A cel4ac MbI 3aHUMaeMcCs TpaHchopMaruamu?"

Ckazan myxuuHa. [1o cpaBHEHUIO C HOBOY IeMOHUYECKOM dopMoit [pocco, MyKUnHa GBI
KpOoIIeyHHIM. [lake Ha 4eTBePTh MeHbIIe ero pocTa. Ho B royioce MyK4YWHH 3By4dasia CKyKa.

-"¢1 Bce moHuMar. THI lyMaellb, YTO CHUIa - 3TO Bce? YTo Gosblle - 3HAYUT yuire? 9 Toxke MOTy
IIOUTPAaTh B 3Ty Urpy - [[lepeBonnomenne: Kynak Mmupal”

MyxXurHa IOOHSN KylakK K HeOy. OH Havyan TpaHCcHOpMUPOBATLCS. JILHSIHON PyKaB pa3opBaics U
pacchImajcs B HUUTO, TOKa3aB 00HaKEHHYI0 YeJI0BeYECKYI0 PYKy. IIoToM pykKa cTana pactu. [To
Mepe POoCTa OH MEHSIJICS, KOXKa CTaHOBUJIACh CHHEH, KaK OKeaH.

Bce ameMeHTH MUpa Hadalau IIPopacTaTh Ha 3TOM pyKe-KPUCTAJIJIEL JIba MOSBIISIIMCh KaK 60POJaBKH,
TPEIIUHH CoflepKallle MarMy BCIBIXMBAJIA KaK IIPaMbl, @ BUHOTPAAHEIE JIO3HI POCIIH KaK BOJIOCKH.

A oTOM pyKa BEIpOCIa elre 0osbine. OHO POCIIO U POCIIO.

Ipocco cMOTpEe ¢ IMUPOKO OTKPBEITBIM PTOM, U PEIIXTI CAeNaTh Mapy IaroB Halan. OH CMOTpEN Bce
BBIIIIE ¥ BHIIIE. BCKOpe Ha HEro ymana orpoMHas TeHb. Kynak cTosiI BRICOKO B HeOe, KaK HeKU
KOJIOCCANTbHEIN 00enucK, 3acmoHsst JlyHy. OHa Oblna IT0X02Ka Ha MIaBydyio Topy, o6pas
TIePBOOLITHOTO TUTAHTA, U3 TeJla KOTOPOTOo OBLTM CO3[aHKl BCe 3eMJTH OKeaHOB MUDA.

ITo cpaBHeHUIO C 3TUM POCCO Ka3ajiCs HEBEPOSITHO MaJeHbKUM. Telephb OH 3Hall, YTO OH - HUUTO.
Bce ero meuTsl 0 mepeMeHax, 0 CBEp2KEeHUYU KOPOJIEBCTB HUYEro He 3HauuiIu. [1o cpaBHEHUIO C
BOILJIOIIIEHHBIM TBOPEHUEM OH OB He 60Jiee, YeM MypaBew.

Kynak Hayanm MeOjieHHO U YBePEeHHO OMyCKaThCs, KaK MeTeop. HakoHeIl ero 0XBaTHII CTpax, ¥ OH
nmobexan. OH 6exan OBICTPee, YeM KOrfa-Tu00 B XKU3HU, Haxe ObICTPee, YeM MHOTO JIET Ha3afl,
KOTTla Ie3epTUPOBAJI, HO II0 Mepe TOTO, KaK TeHb KyJlaKa MPubJIHUKaJCsS BCe TEeMHEJIO BOKPYT HEro, OH
TIOHMMaAJI, YTO ero Ccynb0a - BEPHYTHCS B 3€MJTI0, TPEBPATHUBIIKCH B yIOOPSIONIYIO KAIIKUIY 7S ITOYBHL.
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