OTKprB T'Jla3aq, 4 IIePBBIM OE€JIOM YBUOEII 30JI0TUCTHIM 1IBeT. KoMHaTa, B KOTOpOfI g HaXOOHUJICAA, Onlya,
IMO-BUOMMOMY, COEJIaHad U3 3TOI'0 MaTepHalla.

4 momeITanCcs MOLIEeBEIUTLCS, HO 06Hapy}KI/IH, YTO HE MOT'y; MO€ T€JI0O OTKA3hIBaJIOCh OIBUT'ATHCA. Ho s
BCe ele CJIbIIIAall 9Y4TO-TO psAgoM C coboii. YTo-TO XUXHUKAIoIIIee.

C HEMMOBEPHBIM YCHUIINEM A IIOBEPHYII TOJIOBY B CTOPOHY M YBUIEJL peGeHKa C MaJIEHBEKUMHU IIYy4YKaMHU
CBETIJIBIX BOJIOC, TOPYAIIMMHA M3 €r0 I'OJIOBHI. On IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha MEHA OETCKUMN l"OJ'Iy'6I:IMI/I T'JIa3aMU 1
IIOTAHYJICA KO MHE, BC€ BpeMA XUXHUKad. Hpe}Kne 4YeM 4 YCIIeJI OTKATUTBECA B CTOPOHY, ITIaPEHb
CXBaATHUJI MEHs, U 4 KOE-4YTO ITIOHAII:

4 Toxe ObITT pebeHKOM.

¢l momeITaNICst BCIOMHHTB, YTO ITPOMCXOIUIIO IO TOT'0, KaK S IPOCHYJCS pebeHKOM, HO ... .. Bce 65110
PACIIIIEIBYATO, IIPUTIYIIeHHO. Mo pa3yM OBIT MEIJIEHHEIM ¥ He paboTas, Kak ¥ Moe TeJjo. JTO TO,
YTO UCIIBITHIBAIOT JETU?

Hy, oueBugHO, He peOEHOK PSIIOM CO MHOM, IIOTOMY YTO OH NPUTSIHYN MeHs K cebe u 00HsI, OH
XUXUKaeT, Habupas TPOMKOCTh U, KaXKeTCsl, MPenynpexkaasi KOro-To, KOTria s YCIIbIIIa, Kak PsSaoM C
HAaM¥ OTKPBITUCEH TBEPH.

-4to ke MHe ¢ To0Oo# ienaTh, MUTS MO€?..- TAPCTBEHHLIHM T'0JI0C 3aTOBOPHUII PSIAOM C HaMU, ITpexe
yeM KpacuBas KeHIMHa [O0SBUIach B mosie 3peHusi. KimyOHuYHbIE CBETIIbIE BOJIOCH, CIIafalolIie C ee
TOJIOBHI Ha TJIEYM U CIIMHY, ITPEeX[e YeM YIIaCcTh Ha MeHs, KaK Me[oBble HUTHU. [Ipexkye yeMm s
OCO3HaJ, YTO Aefalo 3TO0, S MOTSHYJICS K Hell, HalesiCh ylepKaTh OOUH U3 9TUX JIOKOHOB ITPEKPACHBIX
BOJIOC. OTO [I0YEMY-TO 3aUHTEPECOBAJIO MEHSI U MOU NETCKUU yM.

9To melCcTBUE BBI3BAJIO YIHIOKY Ha KPAaCUBOM, HO UCIIOJTHEHHOM NOCTOMHCTBA JINIle XKeHITUHE. Ee
TJla3a HaMOJHUJIKCH TI000BBIO, KOTTIa OHA TOCMOTpPeia Ha MeHs U 6eJIOKypyI0 eBUYOHKY, HepKallyio
MeH4d. [Ipexye ueM 5 ycIien 3aflyMaThCsl, KTO JXKe OHa TaKasl, XBaTKa COIUISIKa CTajla ellle Kpende U 10
KAKOH-TO MTPUYHUHE...9TO BHIBEJIO MEHS U3 cebs.

Bue3anHo B34B ce0s B PyKH, 5 IOJIOKUII JIaJOHb Ha IPynb pebeHKa, Ipexke YeM TOJIKHYTh €r0 CO
BCeM CHUJIOW, Ha KOTOPYIO ObLIM CIIOCOOHBI MOU JETCKHE PYKH.

9710 OBLIIO OLINOKOH.

VIMeHHO Tak s ¥ IoyMaJl, KOTla MaJlbllll OTJIEeTEeN Ha IPYToli KOHell KOUKH, TIoe MHI JIexKalu, U C
TJIYXUM CTYKOM yHapuiCcs O IepPeBSIHHYIO CTeHKY. K HecyacThio [iig Hac, UMIIYJIbC C KOTOPHIM 5 €ro
TOJIKHYJI, KAKUM-TO 06pa30M ellle He OB M3PacXOdOBaH, ¥ KOMKa HAaKPeHUIacCh B CTOPOHY, TIPexXe
yeM Havalla magaTh. Kak TOIbKO S Havasl B3AparuBaTh OT 60K, KOTOPYIO, 663 COMHEHUS, JOJIXKEH
OBLT ITOYYBCTBOBATH, MBIC/Ib O TOM, KaK s YMYIPUJICS UCIIOIb30BaTh TAK MHOT'O CHJI B IETCTBE?- HET,
TIe-TO B MOeM CO3HAHHUH S ITOUYBCTBOBAJI, YTO KPOBATh OCTAaHOBUIIACK.

[TpHOTKPHIB T'1a3a, S YBUAE TOHKYIO PYKY, HepKaBIIyi0 KONKY, ¥ BCIIOMHHUJI KPacaBUIly, KOTOpas
Habmomana 3a HaMmu. CiaBa 60ry, oHa Oblla 3[ech.

¢l TOBEpHYII TOIOBY, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh B TY CTOPOHY, Ky[a TOJIKHYJ pe0eHKa, © 00HAPYKUII, YTO
OHM TIPOCTO CMOTPST Ha MeHs, yibi0asich 0e33y0oit yneiOKou. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, OHU He IIO0CTpaiain.

- Hy-ny, JIoku, THl He OOJIZKEH IIHITAaThCS IPUYUHUTH Bpel cBoeMy OpaTty, Topy, BOT Tak, -
IIPOBOPKOBAJIa XKEHIIWHA, TPeXe YeM CXBaTUTh U MeHd, u ero...Top? bor 'poma? KTo, 4epT BO3bMHU,
Ha30BeT cBoero pebeHKa B 4ecTh Oora? A Kak oHa MeHs Ha3biBana? JIoku? Heyxenu Halllld PORUTEN



YOKHYThIE UJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM pope? [Ipexae 4eM g ycren mogyMaTh Aalbllle, XKeHIMHa TI0OCMOTpea
Ha [BePb U JTACKOBO YIBIOHYIACh KOMY-TO PSIIOM C Hel: "Xella, T03HAaKOMbCS CO CBOMMY MIIaAIINMU
OpaTtbsimu, TopoM u JIOKH", ¥ B 9TOT MOMEHT K HaM IIOIOIIIa MaJeHbKas MeBOYKa, Ha BU[ HE CTapIIe
IecTH JieT. Y Hee Oblyla o4eHb O1eqHas K0XKa, 0TYEero ee YepHLIe BOJIOCH TOIBKO eIre 0oiblie
BhIfIeIsINCh. Ho UTO mericTBUTEBHO OPOCAioch B I'la3a, Tak 3TO ee 3eJIeHke Ila3a, KOTOPHE TOXKe
OBLIM TIOJTHBEL pa3yMa U TaKxke...0e3pa3nudus.

[Toxa OHaA He BCTPETHUIIACh CO MHOMU B3TJISIIOM.

CHauaJla OHA MMPHUCTAJILHO CMOTpPEJIa Ha MEeHsI, CJIOBHO XeJlast, YTOOH 5T momguuHuics eu. Ho s mpocto
He CBOOMII C Hee TJia3, HefloyMeBasi, mouyeMy pefeHOK ee Bo3pacTa Tak cels
BefIeT... KOH(PPOHTAI[MOHHO.

W KTO, 4epT BO3bMH, Ha3kIBaeT ux pebeHKa Xeon?!

Ee B3rnsg MemjieHHO CMSITYMIICS, IIPEXe YeM OHa OCTAaHOBUIIACh Iepefl XKEeHITUHON, JepxkKaliein
MeHS, TIpeXke YeM IPOTIHYTh KO MHe PyKHu. U KeHIMHa, ¥ 1 MOT CKa3aTh, 4Yero OHa X04YeT: OHa
X0TeJjla OOHATL MEH4.

XKeHmmuHa yneIOHYTACh, ¥ MPEXKIE, UeM s YCIIEeI BO3Pa3uTh JeTCKOM KPUKOM, MEHS Iepeaau
cTapuei cectpe. Ecnu s mpaBUIbHO MTOHSIT Pa3roBOpP.

Ona IMOCMOTPEJIa Ha MEHA CBEPXY BHU3, €€ 3€JIEHLIE I''lTa3d BCTPETUIUCE C MOUMH, 1 OHHU, Ka3aJIOCh,
HNCKPHUIIUCh YEM-TO MATKUM. B rnazax OEBYIIKH, KOI'Tda OHa CMOTPe€EJIa Ha MEeHs, CBOETro 6paTa,
Ka3aJIOCh, BCIIBIXHYIIN IIOKPOBUTEJILCTBO U JII000BB.

- MaMa?- oHa cka3asa, IpephiBasi 3PUTEIbHBIN KOHTAKT CO MHOU U TIISIAS Ha KPAaCUBYIO XKEHIIUHY,
KOTOpas JepxKajia MeHd...lI0OJ0XKAU MUHYTKY, MaMa? Ecnu 3Ta Xena-M0s CeCTpa, a Ta XKeHIIWHa-ee
MarThb...3HA4YUT, OHA TOXKe MOS MaTh? YepT Bo3pMu! IIoHMMaTh TaKoe OePbMO, KakK 3TO, KOTfla THI eIlle
pebeHOK...Hy, 3TO COBCEM He TPyAHO. [IpoCcTo pa3apakaeT, IOTOMY 4TO S He MOTY BCIIyX 3afaBaTh
BOIIPOCHI.

- Ia, moporasi?"Mos MaTh? OHa OTBETHJIa 3a00TIMBOM, HO TPAllMO3HOM YILIOKOM, U ee TEMHEIE T1a3a
3acBepKaJju OT PafioCTH, KOTHa OHa yBHUesa, KaK OOUH U3 ee [eTell JepXKUT APYroro.

- OTOT Ha3BaH B 4eCTh AAnU JIOKH, BEPHO?- OHA FOBOPWUIA C TaKUM 0e3pa3nudneM, KOTopoe
COBEPILEHHO OT/INYAJIOCh OT TOT0, KaK OHa CMOTpeJia Ha MeHs, U 1 BULEJI, YTO OHa CMOTpeJia Ha CBOIO
MaTh C TaKUM ke O6e3pa3nuyueM, C KOTOPHIM OHa TOBOpUIIa. YBUEB, UYTO Hallla MaTh KMBHYJIA, Xela
IIPOMOIXKUIIA, TTIAAS HA MEeHSI CBePXY BHU3 C JIETKOM yibIOKOM: "5 X0uy 00y4uTh 3TOr0 MOEro Oparta.
OH o4eHb 1OX0XK Ha MeHs. 4 mobiio ero. f 3Ha0, 4TO OH Toxke OymeT MIOOUTH MeHSs."

C sTuMu croBaMu XeJla OTHECSIa MeHS B APYTOM KOHEI] KOMHATHL U cefla psafoM. S Okl He Bo3paxkarl
IIPOTUB 3TOTO, eciu O He O0PMOTaHUE O TOM, YTO S CTAHY JYYLIUM I'eHepajioM U BOMHOM XeJlHl,
KOT7Ia OHa CTaHeT KOPOJIEBOM. A eIre 0 TOM, KaK OHa OopMoTaa, 4To s "momxkeH" MoOUTh ee 60JIbIlIe
BCEX Ha CBeTe.

YecTHO roBops, 5 OBIJT HOCTATOYHO HamyraH. O4eHb UCIyTasICs.

Ho s yBepeH, YTO 3TO OTHOCUTENILHO HOpMaJibHas CeMbsi, BepHO? OHU He MOTYT BCe OBITh TAKUMU
Xe... Kak Xena?

Tak Benp?



Ho st omm6cst. Tak 4To 9TO 0YEHb, OUEHb HEIIPABUIIBHO.

Mos Math, KoTOpy1o 3Banu ®purra, IpsiMo Iepefo MHOU KCIIONIb30Bajla KaKyl-TO Maruio, 1 Koraa
MeHs II0BEJU K OTIy. KOTOoporo npocTto ciny4aiHo Ha3Banu OQuHOM.

Iaxe 51 He ObIJI JOCTATOYHO IIJIOTHEIM, YTOOHI HE CJIOXKUTEL Kycouku BMecTe. JIoku, Top, Xena,
®purra, Opus. M Acrappa ¥ NpUHIA YIIOMAHAJIOCh He pa3, I0Ka MBI LIIIX K ABOPLY ¥ TPOHHOMY
3any, rae ceryac KU1 MO OTell.

4 6wi1 B MCU. Unu, o kpadiHe# mepe, MapBser.
A g 65171 JIoku. 37m0men.

C atuM TpyaHO ObII0 cMUPUTHCS. Ha caMoM [iente, 5 ellle He CMUPUIICS C 3TUM, HO g YK€ CMUPHUIICS C
YeM-TO; g He ToIIes Obl TeM XKe IIyTeM, 4To JIOKM B KOMMKCaX UM KMHEMaTOrpapuiecKomn
BCEJICHHOM!.

Tak uTO, ecnu 51 ObLT IPUHAT? HO Befib 9TO HE UMEeT HUKAKOIr0 3HAUEHUs, He TakK nu? Y MeHs Obljla
OBl )KM3Hb HAMHOT'0 JIy4llle, 4YeM OOJIBIIMHCTBO JI0feN MOTJK OBl KOTa-Tu00 MeuTaTh, C CEMbEH,
KoTopas robuia 661 MeHs. Bonbiero s u XejaTh He MOT.

Ho 3T0 meiicTBUTENHHO TOCTABUIIO IO COMHEHHE: HAaCKOJIbKO CUJTbHO U3MEHUIAaCh BpEMEHHAs
mkasna? Xena OblJla HAMHOTO MOJIOXKE U ellle He Oblyla U3TrHAHA, TaK YTO 3TO Oblyia 60JIbIas pa3Hulia.
ToT ¢akT, uTo 5 He Oyay menaTh TO XKe camoe, 4To fesnain Jloku B MCU, o3Havasno, 4To s He Oymy
IPUYUHOM TOTO, 4TO McTuTENU co6epyTCs BMeCcTe, MPpaKTHUYeCKH BEIOMBAs BCIO BDEMEHHYIO IIKaIy
MCU u3 okHa.

[Touemy s OB TaK yBepeH, 4yTo 3T0 Op11 MCU? JIuna miofeii. 1 Bunen XedMpaasis, U OH BRITJIAIEN
TOYHO TakK e, KaK B KMHO. Tak Xe [IOCTYyNUII U MOU OTell, BepHee, OnvH. {1 HauWHA IyMaTh, 4TO
Top OymeT BRIT/ISIAETh TOYHO Tak ke, Kak Kpuc XeMcBoprT, a s-kak Tom XupgniacToH. XoTs I HafgelcCh,
yTO 5 OyOy HEMHOTO BHIIIE U KPaCHBee.

...Uto? YestoBeK MOXKET MeUTaTh!

Y cyms 1o ToMy, YTO s BUIEJN, eCTh ONpeNe/ieHHbIe pa3InuKs BO BHEIIHOCTH nonel. Y OnuHa,
HampuMep, ObIJI0 TOIBKO OMIHO JIMII0, KAaK ¥ V ero KOJUIer# 1o GpuiabMy. Ero Temo, ogHako, OBIIO
HAMHOTO BEIIIE ¥ KPemde, ¥ OH BHITJISIAE] BO BCeX OTHOIIEHUSIX KOPOJIeM-BOMHOM, KaK U [OJIXKEH ObIIT
BBITJISINETh. TaK YTO IIAHCH Ha TO, YTO s OYOY BEITISAOETH IO-IPYTOMY, Ha CaMOM Jiefie OBOJIbHO
BBICOKH.

Bce, yero xoten oguH, 3TO YBUAETh HAC ¥ IaTh HaM Kakoe-To 6arocjioBeHue (04eBUgHO, Top
POOHUIICS HECKOJIBKO IHEM Ha3af, U S Mpefoaraio, YTo MeHS TOXKe YCHIHOBUJIM IIPUMEPHO B TO Xe
BpEMSI), TIOCKOJIbKY OH He[laBHO BEPHYJICS C BOMHEI IPOTUB [[:KOTYHHOB, OHU K€ Je[sHbIEe BeJINKaHBI,
¥ 9TO OBIJT TePBEIN Pa3, KOTHOa OH YBUEJ CBOMX CHIHOBEH.

Bckope 51 CHOBa Jlexkall B CBOeH KpoBaTKe, a PSIOM C HaMu Cufenu OpaT u cectpa, Jepxa ee majell B
cBoel pyke. U 3T0 ee BIOJHE yCcTpauBano. Ha camom mene oH G 6€3yMHO CYaCTIIHB.

Ho a3To He Mos BuHA! 3TO pednekc os meTel, YTOOH AepKaTh YTO-TO, €CJIM 9TO KACAETCS UX
nmapouu! JT0 XKe pedrekc, ToBOpio BaM!



TeM He MeHee, 3TO IpUOABAJI0 MHE ee OJIar0CKJIIOHHOCTh, TaK YTO MHE He HYXKHO ObIJI0 0€CTIOKOUTHCS
0 TOM, YTO OHa yAApPUT MEHS 10 rojioBe. YTO OHa yKe HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 MpofenkiBaia ¢ TopoM, Koraa
OH IIBITAJICS 9TO CAENATh ...TaKXKe OHa TaK KPaCHOPEYMBO BhIpa3Uiach: "BpeMs COeIUHEeHUS XeJbl U
JIoku". { mouTH yBEepeH, YTO MO CECTPa-MaHbsK, YECTHO IOBOPs. AHOepe, O TeX, KTO 3HAET, YTO
9TO TaKoe.

ITomorure. MHe.
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