Co0OpaBIuch BOKPYT IIBUIAIOIIET0 KOCTPa C KPYKKOM rops4ero mokoiana, 1 ¢ Padom u KuHaHOM,
3[IOPOBHIMHU U GOIPHIMHU, 5T YyBCTBOBaJIa cebst O0jee CYaCTIMBOM, YeM KOTHa-I100 C TeX 1mop, Kak
Jloku OB TOCazKeH B JIECY.

4 He Morya cKa3aTh TO XKe caMoe 0 Mapuniu. [leByIlKa C OTHEHHO-PHIKUMY BOJIOCaMU CHLeNa PSIOoM
CO MHOM, YyCTaBUBIINCH Ha IJIaBaloIIue 3e(rUpKY B cBoel dalnke. OHa He MPOXU3HECIIa HU CJI0Ba C TeX
1I0p, KaK BHIIIIA U3 KOMHATHI.

-UTak, BE TBEPHO PELIUIIA OTIPABUTHCI K XPaHUTENI0?- CIIpocul [IxKafg.
- Hawm aTo HyXkHO, - cka3an ®ab. - IHaue Aparonus noruodHer."

- He coBceMm Tak, - momnpasun ero KunaH. "TombKo ero KuUTeIu, 00beKTH, 3[aHusI, KOTOPHIE
IlepecTaHyT CYIIeCTBOBaTh. Ta Ke caMas 3eMJisl, 3aMeHEeHHass HOBEIM HapoAoM."

- {1 cogpornynace. -HaM HyKHO BCTPETUTECS C XpaHUTeJIeM KakK MOXKHO CKopee."

-ITyTh K simpy XpaHuTesen KoBapeH, -Cka3aja Jlepukenb TUXUM NeBy4YuM rojjocoM. OHa OTKUHYA C
JIUIIA BOJTHUCTYIO MIPSIOb YEPHAIX BOJIOC M 3allpaBHiia ee 3a yX0, KOTOpoe, KakK s MOHsIa, ObIJIO Clerka
3a0CTPEHHEIM. - BO3MOXKHO, He BCe B 0OepeTech [0 spa KUBLIMH. "

®ab 3acToHal.

-Ecnu [xxanm ogoOpuT, BEl, pedsiTa, MOXKETe 0CTaThCS 3[EChH, - CKa3asa 5, BRIIPAMIAACH. -4 mougy
ogHa. Tak MBI 6yjeM MeHblIle PUCKOBATS."

-4l cmemaio B[, 4TO HUYETO He CIIbIIIana, - CyX0o cKasaa Mapunu.
-0, MBI yKe upeM, - ckasan ®ab, BLHIISITUB I'PY/Ib.

CrosiBumuii psamoM KuHaH KUBHYJI, YyCTPEMUB Ha MeHS CBOM CTanbHOM B3risAd. Ero riasa Ovimu
TEMHBIMH, TIyOOKUMU U 3afyM4uBeIMU. C TeX IIOp Kak OH IIPOCHYJICS, OH OBLI IOYTH TaK XKe
CIIOKOEH, KakK U Mapuim.

-Bo3MO0KHO, €CTH BBl 3aIUTUTE APYT APYTa, - CKa3asa JIepuKesb, - BbI BCE CMOXKETe BBIKHUTS."

-A ¢ KaKUMU UMEHHO OITaCHOCTSIMHU MHI CTOJIKHEMCA? - Cpocuna g ero. f 3aTauina geixaHue,
TOTOBSICh K OTBETY.

- 3MerHBIN HAPO, - CKa3an Jlepukerns. -4 3Hato, YTO B 3AEIIHUX BOJaX BOOUTCSI MHOTO 3/IBIX
CyIIecCTB."

- MoxeT OBITh, 3T BOOLI OTPABJIEHHI UJIM YTO-TO B 9TOM pope? - cupocun ®aob.

Jlepukenb ITOKavasa roJ0BOM. - ITOTO MH He 3HAeM. JTU BOIHI ObIIM HeOe30MaCHE B TEYEHHUE
necsatuneTtuil. - OHa clerka B3OXHYa. - Tak UM UHA4e, Thl MOXKeIllb BCTPETUTD UJIX HE BCTPETUTD
3Meenom0o0HbIX JTI0el Ha MyTH K APy XpaHuTenew. BaM mpumeTcs CIyCTUThLCS Ha JIOOKEe BHU3 110
peke, NMOOu-3Men KUBYT B OOHOM U3 Telep, MUMO KOTOPHIX BBl mpoimeTe. OHM OYIyT MBEITAThCS
3aMaHUTD Bac, HO BHI IOJI2KHBI COITPOTUBIIATHCS. HabelTe CBOM yIIIM BATOM, €Clik 9TO Heobxogumo."

-A 4TO OHM [eNnawT C JIIOAbMU? - CIipocuia Mapumu.

- 9TOro MBI He 3HaeM. Ho 13-3a HUX MEI IMOTEePAIrn MHOT'O XOPOIIHX mogen."



-V n306aBUKCh OT HECKOJIBKUX IIJIOXUX, - H0OaBui [IxKaf, TOIMUTHYB €.
-A 4TO ¢ HUMHU CNTy4usocs? - Crpocuna s ero.

-OHM Tak ¥ He BepHyIuch. Ux mogku npubuio K 6epery, myctoie. HuKakux mpr3HakoB O0OPLOHL.
Huyuero."

-Ecnu Bce nponanu 6e3 BeCTH, KaK BH Y3HAIU 0 3MEUHOM Hapope? - cipocui KuHaH.
-Tam ObLIM BHIXKUBIIKE, - CKa3asia JIepuKkesb, IepeBOAs B3TJIAN Ha CBOETO MyXKa.

-4, - ckazan [xkaf, ero rpyOwIit royoc ObUT rpoMye, YeM y JIEPpUKEeTIb. - 5 BRIKUIL"

4 cMoTperna Ha HETO C HOBOOOPETEHHEIM yYBaXKeHHEM. -A Ha YTO 3TO ObII0 moxoxke?"

I>xam o0MU3HYT mepecoxinre Tyorl. -IToka s ObUT TaM, MHe CHUJICS COH. OHUM 3aCTaBISIOT Te0s
MeuTaTh, HOHUMaeIlb? OHK UCHONIHSIIOT Ballll CaMbleé 3aBETHBIE MEYTH], HO [IEJIO B TOM, YTO 3TO
IIPOCTO MEYTHL. ITO He peasibHO. Bo BCIKOM Cllydyae, MHE CHUJIaCh MOS KeHa JIepukess, Korga s
IIOHSIJI, YTO YTO-TO He TaK. Ho 3To Oblyia He OHA. ITO OBITIO ITOX0XKe Ha Hee, ee 3allaxX, ee OIIyIIeHus. ..
HO 3TO OBIJZIO HE TaK. - OH 00HSI ee ¥ ITOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee C HeXKHBIM, TI00SIINM BEIpaXkKeHHueM JIulla. -
Wrak, g npocHyncs u cbexar."

JlepuKenb MOJI0OKUIIa CBOIO PYKY Ha €T0 U YILIOHYIach eMY.

- {1 He mOHUMaAIO, - CKa3ana f. -A noyeMy XpaHUTeIb UMU He 3aHUMaeTcq?"

I'na3a Jlepukenb ObITA 3aTyMaHEHH 1evanbio. -OHa He MOXKeT."

- Ho nouemy xe?"

-9TOro g cKa3aTh He Mory. - OHa oTBesa B3risag. -Ho oHa Ovl cienana 3To, eciu 661 MoTyIa."

-Trl pa3roBapuBaellb ¢ XpaHutenem? - cipocun Paob.

-A s puBHIKIIa. - OHa I'PyCTHO yILIOHYIach HaM. -Ho Temeps yxKe HET, U3-3a 3MEMHOT0 Hapopa."
- ToHEHBKUM T'0JIOCKOM CIIpocuia Mapuiu. - A Bb OBbIIH... - APY3bAMU?"

JlepuKkenb CHOBA yIbIOHYIAch. -MOXKHO U TaK CKa3aTk. - OHa BCTasia U coOpasia Hallli IIyCThie YalllKH.
-JTO Halll MaJleHbKUY CEKpeT. A Temeps JaBalTe MOATOTOBUM Bac K MOe31Ke, XOpoIio?"

- Hapetocs, BH He 3a60yieeTe MOPCKO# 00JI€3HEI0, - CKa3as [Ikaf, Beds Hac [0 TYHHETI0 K Hadaly
HallleTo MyTelleCTBUA K APy XpaHuresne. - MajnieHbKas JI04Ka MOXKeT OBITh 04eHb OBICTPOM, HO OHa
y2KaCHO KaMeHucras."

-4 mymaro, 4TO 3TO HauMeHbIas U3 Hamux 3a60T, - cnabo ckazan dab.

Ixan 6pocun Ha ®aba cephe3HBIi, MOYTH U3BUHSIIOUUNCS B3I,

-HecTHO roBop#, - cKa3an [IXKaf, - 1 yBepeH, 4To AparoHus LIeHUT BCe, YTO BH /1 HUX fielaeTe."
®ab xMBIKHYIL. - [Ia, MoxkeT ObITh, Benmambep macT MHe mpubaBky."

- §1 ycmexHynack. ¢ MOYyBCTBOBAJIa MPUIMB FOPAOCTH 3a CBOMX TOBAPHILEH. MEI leylaiu 9TO He OJis



TOrO, YTOOBI HAC LIeHuIu, HeT. MH gemnanu 3To, YTOOBI CITACTH HaIll OTOM.

4 ckazana 06 aToMm [I:Kany, ¥ OH IPOCUSI. -Thl COBEPIIEHHO ITpaBa. Eciu OB YTO - TO YIPoKajo
TaBEPHE ... - OH ITIOCMOTPEII B TNIyOMHY TYHHEJIS, ¥ YTOJIKYU e€ro I'yd oporHynu. -HUKTO He 3HaeT, 4To
O®l 51 coernan."

MEI TOMIOIIIN K KOHIY TYHHEIISI, KOTOPHIM OBINT BXOOOM B OoJiee KpymHEIi. [To BTopoMy, 6omnee
KPYIIHOMY TYHHEJII0 6exKajla peka, OCBellleHHass TUTAHTCKUMHU KeMUYyKHUHaMH, BOEJITAHHBIMHU B
KaMEeHHBIN II0TOJIOK.

- OTH XKeMYYyXKUHHI TOBCIOAY, - CKa3aa KuHaH, ¥ ero y4eHBI yM CHOBa 3apaboTa B IIOIHYIO CUITY. -A
YTO 3TO Takoe?"

- [IpocTo KeMuyr, - moxaJ miedaMu [IxKaf. -Y MeHs TakKoe 4yBCTBO, YTO BOAa UMeeT KaK0oe-TO
OTHOIIIEHNE K UX PAa3BUTHUIO."

CHoBa 9Ta BoseOHas Bofa. 4 3aganach BOIIPOCOM, NENUCTBUTEILHO JIU 3TO OBLIO IPUYUHON
IIOSBJIEHUS PYCAJIOK U JIIofel-3Mel. Eciu Tak, To OTKyZa Bofa YyepliaeT CBOIO Marui?

-BoT Bamra 10xiKa, - ckasan [Ixkan, yKa3blBas Ha [ePeBIHHYIO JIOOKY, BOCTATOYHO OO0, YTOOR
BMECTHUTh HAC YETBEPHIX, IPUIIBAPTOBAHHYIO K IATKOM IIPUCTAHU. -A BOT HECKOJILKO BHOB OPYZKHUS,
yTOOBI HEMHOT'O YBEJIMYUTH BalllM LIIAHCH Ha BhIKWBaHUE. - OH pa3pan HaM Tomops u Meun. ®ab
BEIOpast Tomop, a KuHau u Mapunu B3siIu 1o Meuy. $1 moxJomnasa o CBoeMy BepHOMY Meuy, u JlxKan
KUBHYIIL.

OH meiTascs ObITh HeOPEKHBIM, YTOOR YCIIOKOUTH HAIM HEPBH, S 3Hana 3T0. Ho aTo He cpaboTarno.
Moe cepplie KOJTOTUIIOCH TaK CUJIBHO, YTO S MOTJIa CJIBIIIATh TOJBKO 3BEHSIIYIO TUIIUHY U MATKUN
TIJIECK PEYHOM BOOHI O CKAIUCTHE Oepera.

-Torma napmHo. - [I2kaj BEITep OMCEePUHKH II0TA, BRICTYIIUBIIKE Y HET0 Ha JI0y. - CYaCT/IMBOTO IyTH.
[Tournute coobImenue, korga Oygete B 6e30macHOCTH."

¢ 3ameTwHIa, 4YTO OH CKalas "Kormga" BMecTo "ecnu", U yiaeIOHyIack ero godpore. - Cnacubo, [Ixa. -
4 He OblyTa moOuTeNIeM 00HUMATHCS, IIO3TOMY MIPOTSHYTIA €My PYKY [/ PYKOImoXkKaTus. - [103a00ThCs
0 TaBepHe."

- O, ugu ciofa, - ckasan [Xaf ¥ 3aK/TI0UKI MeHs B Me[BeXkbU 00bATHS. Korma Moe youBieHue
IIpo1IIo, S 00HsIa ero OO0JIbIIYI0, MACCUBHYIO QUTYPY, 3aApalpPOBaHHY0 MITKUMHU 3BEPUHBIMU
MeXaMU U KOXKeH.

[Tommpo1aBICh U 3aTKHYB YIIN BATOM, MbI TIOTPY3UJIKCh B JIOOKY U OTTONKHYIUCH OT Oepera. 4
o0epHynach 1 noMaxana pykou [Ixxany. OH yXMBIIBHYJICS, X Kpasl €T0 IBIIHOM 00pOIEl MeIIeHHO
TIOIOJI3/IA BBEPX.

JlepuKenb IpHUIIIa He OJIs TOro, YTOOH 0TOC/IATh HAc. Y MeHs OBIJI0O HEMPUSATHOE YYBCTBO, YTO 3TO
IIOTOMY, YTO €i OBIJIO TPYAHO OTIIPABUTh YETHIPEX MOJIOOLIX PeOsT Ha uX Tubeslb.

4 monwiTanach BHIOPOCUTH 3TY MBIC/Ih U3 TOJIOBH, HO OHA 3aCTpsijia, KOTha s CMOTpesia Blepeq Ha
TeMHYI0, O6JIecTsAIIy0 pedHyio Bony. Mel ¢ Kunanowm rpebiu, rinafs BoAy, Kak MaTh CBOeT0 pebeHKa.
HaM He HYKHO OBLJIO IpUIaraTh MHOTO YCUJIHH; peKa caMa 1o cebe uMesa Te4eHre, KOTOPOe HECIIO
Hac Brepen. ®ab u Mapunu cufesu Ha HOCY, TTISAS B HEU3BECTHOCTb.

[TpumepHO n0STYaca Ml rpebiu B TaHAeMe, IOACTPanBasiCh IOM yaaphl APYT APYra, BaTHbHIE IIAPUKH B



MOWX yIIaxX 3arjyIlaiy IJIeCK PeYHOM BOMBI O U3THO JIOMKH M CKaIMCThIe CTEHEL ITO OBIIO IIOYTH
MHUPHOE TyTeIleCTBYe, HO S Hay4Yuaach He PAaccaa0isaThCs HY MMPU KaKUX 00CTOSATeNbCTBaX. YacTo
MUP Tau B cebe YTO-TO 3JI0BEIIEE.

A TIOTOM £ yCIBIIIajia 4Yeu-To rojoc.

"Omr. 4 3mecs.”

Mou yim BCcTalu TOPYKOM, Kak y KPOJIMKa, a CepAIle 3aMepJio.
-4 3mech."

4 pe3Ko oBepHYIach BIeBO, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETH B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKy[a JOHOCHUJICS 3TOT CIIagKUii-
ClafKuy rojoc. B cepenyiHe KaMeHHOU CTeHH! OBIJIO OTBEPCTHE IEIIEPH], a Iepel HUM, KakK IJIOCKUH
II0JIyMeCSI1], pacCTUIanach necyanas Oyxra. MSArkuii opaHKeBBIY CBET Meplias B ITyOuHe TeIepHL.

- Tam? - OTKnUKHYyNACh 4. -Thl TaM? - 4 noBepHynach K Kunany. -Thl CIbILIKIIL €r0?"

KuHaH cMoTpesn npsiMo nepef co60i MMPOKO PACKPHITEHIMU ITyCTHIMHU T'Jla3aMu. Takoe BhIpaXKeHue
nuna KrHaH HOCHUII He 4acTo.

Pa3ouapoBaHue pocyio BO MHe, KaK ropsuuil nap. f IpoTsaHyja PyKy U BEIAEPHYJa BaTHbIE MIapUKH
u3 ymei. OHu npuriymany rojaoc Tama. - Toam? - [To3Bana sg. Mo ronoc 3X0M 0TAaBaICA B OTPOMHOM
TYHHeJIe, 0TCKaKuBast OTOBCIOAY.

- Jml, 1 37echb."”

4 BocmpsHyJa myxoM. - PebsTa, HaM HYKHO IIOBEPHYTH TYy[a, - CKa3ana s. -4 cibiry ronoc Tama. OH
yxe 6mu3ko!"

[To-ipekHEMY HUKAKOT0 OTBETA. Tpoe MOUX CIIyTHHKOB CMOTPEIH IIPSIMO Iepefn coboi, uX Iula
HUYEro He BhIpaxasnu. 3aTeM KuHaH BBITSHYJICS 110 CTOMKE "CMUPHO" ¥ Hadas IIOBOPAYUBaTh HAJIEBO.
OH BRITTISIAETT BCTPEBOXKEHHEBIM, KaK OyITO YBUOEI aKyJly II0 MpaBoMy 60pTy. d 3aMeTHa, 9YTO OH
TOXK€ BHITAIIU BaTHHIE ITAPUKY U3 yined. OHM KaTalKUCh 110 OHY JTOOKH, KaK IepeKaTH-IoJe.

qa HeJOYMEHHO YCTaBUJIdCh Ha HEro, HO BO3PaXKaTh He CTajla. MHu HAIIPABJIAINCE B TY CTOPOHY,
OTKyHa OOHOCHJICA I'OJIOC Tama. Y 3T0 OBITIO BCE, YTO UMEJIO 3HAYEHHE.

¢4 GbIzla TaK CYACTIIMBA, UTO MOTJIA JIieTaTh. TaM BepHyics. OH BepHYycs! f BCIOMHMIIA, KaK BUAEIa
€ro B ITOCJIEIHUY pa3: MaJIbIE, CBEIeHHbEIe B MaJIeHbKHE KOMOYKH, IIIMPOKO PACKPHITHIE TJ1a3a,
TI0JIHEIE HEeBRICKA3aHHHIX CJI0B. 3aTeM s BCIIOMHMIIA IIOCTIENHKE TPH CII0BA, KOTOPEIE OH CKa3asl MHe.

Moii KeJynoK CKPYTUJIO CYyAOPOTrOH.

-4 umy 3a ToOOI, TaM, - CKa3asa s, ¥ B MOEM T'0JIOCe TOCTIBIIIAIUCh OTYassHHbIe HOTKH. "Tlomoxkau
MeHd. - 4 yxe uny."
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