Korpa JIuub ®3H u Me TsHb MuH IpuGHUIH B [IEHTD MajeHbKOM HePEBHHU, TI€ B TOT JEeHb IPOXONHIT
IPa3THUYHBIN OaHKET, OHM YBUOEIH, YTO 9TO MECTO yKe 3aIl0JIHEeHO JII0ObMHU, HO IIOCPeIH HEero eCTh
IecsTUMETPOBOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, U BCe OHU 0/1arOroBeHHO He 0CMeIMBaINCh BTOPTaThCs Oalbllle,
oracasicb 0CKopouTh "BeccmepTHEIX".

Korpa on noporen K 3agHed yacTu ToJnbL, JInHb ®3H 3ar/IsHyJ BHYTPb U YBULEJI, YTO JePEeBEHCKUN
ctapocTa JIu fAnmaHp BeKINBO COIIPOBOXK A BEICOKOMEPHOT'0 MOJIOMIOr0 YesloBeKa B OermoM. Mosomoi
yesioBeK B 6es10M OBIT OJIeT C HEKOTOPOM 3JIeTaHTHOCTHIO, HO €T0 JIUI0 OBIIIO OIMHHBIM U Y3KUM, ¥ OH
BHITJISIOE]I HEMHOTO CTPAHHO, YTO OBIIIO IIMPOKO M3BECTHO KakK "JOIIafuHOe JIUI0", ¥ Ha caMOM fefe
OH HecC 3a co0o¥ MIMHHBIA Med, KaK 0yaTo 60sJICs, YTO JII0OU He 3HAIOT, YTO OH - KYJIbTUBATOP MeYeH.

B 9T0 Bpemst GBI CIIBIIIIEH, KAK CTAPOCTa AePeBHU JIu K MOJIOIeKH C JIOMATUHBIM JIUIIOM
MIOYTHUTEILHO CKa3asl: "Ballle myTelmrecTBrie yTOMUTEIBHO, TOYeMy ObI BaM He 3alTH U He BBITUTh
YalIeyky 4ast, OTHOXHYTh KaKOe-TO BpeMsi, HEKOTOPLIe IeTH B IepeBHEe BHIIIUIM IIOUTPATh, U
noTpebyeTcs HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi, 4ToOw coOpaThCs, a 3aTeM OyaeT MpoBefieH 0OTOOPOYHEIN TecT...".

Mornogou 4esioBex C JIOMIafguHbIM JIMLIOM, OOHAKO, BHIIAAE HETEPIEIUBLIM U Maxall pykou: "He
Hamo! ¥V Bac ecTh mosyaca, YToOs IPUBECTH KO MHE BCeX feTel B Bo3pacTe oT 5 mo 15 net! [Tocne
TOTO, KaK 51 BRIOpAJ 9TO MECTO, 5 [OIXKEH IOUTH K cienyoueMmy! Henb3st TepsaTs ¢ ToO0M Bpems!"

"3T0..." BEIpaXkKeHMe BOXKS IepeBHU JIn 3aCTOMOPUIIOCH, ¥ OH, Ka3al0Ch, XOTEJ CKa3aTh YTO-TO
IpyToe, HO KOTrfa OH OBIJT YBUIEH 3TUM MOJIOOBIM YeJIOBEKOM C JIOMIagUHBEIM JIUILIOM, OH YKJIOHHUJICS U
MOT TOJIBKO IOTYUHUTHCA... "JIamHO... TafHO, S CKaXy KOMy-HUOyab, YTOOL HEMEJIEHHO Halllell ux".

Momnonexs C NoMaAuHEIM JTUIloM fobaBuna: "M He TpaTbTe 60Jbllle BpeMs, BCe IPHUCYTCTRYIOIINE
OEeTU JOIXKHBI IPUUTYU U MTPOBEPUTDH CBOI0 KBaMU(PUKAIIKIO 110 JYXOBHEIM KOPHIM"!

Kak Ou moBesnej, MajleHbKUI ** B TOJITIe, Te [IETH, UTPAOIINe Ha yaulle OPOCUIIHNCh Ha TIOUCKU CBOUX
meTey, ¥ OONBIIMHCTBO IPHUCYTCTBYIOUINX IeTeH TakxKe OBbIIM 3aHSTH OTIIPABKOM BIIEPEN, C
IpPeOBKYIIeHWeM U BOJITHEHHEM B X T'Jla3ax, BCe HAMes/IUCh, YTO UX OeTHU OYOyT BHIOPAHEI, YTOOR!
BOUTH B "BeccMepTHBIEe BpaTa'.

Bups, uto "Bepxuuu beccMepTHBINU" Tak X0Tes IPUHATh YUEHUKa, CTapocTa AepeBHY JIu He
OCMEJHJICS BO3Pa3uTh, HO CTapPhI MacTep JIv, HaXOOUBIIUNCS PAOOM C HUM, Ka3aJICI HEMHOTO
BCTPEBOXKEHHHIM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 51 He MoT He cpocuth: "[llaH... [llan CuaHb, y MeHs K Tebe
Botpoc... MuTepecHo, Illan Cuanb 3HaeT Moero Opata JIu [loy Cona? OH OblIT BBEOEH B CEKTY AYIIH
Ta0JeTKU NeBIHOCTO JIeT Ha3afl, TakK Mo4YeMy... Ha 3TOT pa3 OH He moexas ¢ To6oi? OH... B mopsagke?"

"JIu Illoy CoHr?" Momofoii 4esoBeK C JIOIIaAUHBEIM JIUI[OM OBIT CIeTKa OIIeIOMJIEH, 3aTEM PaCKPhLI
OeccMBICIEHHYIO VIRIOKY U efBa 3ameTun: "OH, ax... 4 3Hal0, He Tak fgaBHO, B Cyq... MepTB."

"Qro!!"

OpHako ero ciabble C10Ba BbI3BajIu B3PHIB OKPY2KaBIIel TOJIIIH, U CTapOCTa OEPEBHU U IpyTHUE
YneHbl ceMby JIu ObLIM TTOpakKeHbl MOJIHKEeH, ocobeHHO cTapocTa JIu. ITocie Toro, Kak oH
CIIOTKHYJICSA ¥ YyThb He yIlajl, eMy IIOMOT KTO-TO APYT'OM, U IIOCJIe BEI3TOPOBIEHUS OH C HEKOTOPHIM
BOJIHEHUEM THaJscd 3a HUM: "Kak 3TO BO3MOXKHO... Cy4KOH OH... OH... OH... Kak oH ymep?!"

"MeprtBer;" MepTB! ['me npruunHa 3Toro! { mpurien ciofa He O TOro, YTOOL TOBOPUTH C BaMHU 00
3TOM fepbMe!" JIolmaauHEINM I0HOIIA XJITaTHOKPOBHO Xparesl U, IepeBepHYB IIPaByl0 PYKY, BHITAIIUI U3
CBOEro 3apoxpgaromerocs Kojbla [IyxoBHbM Kpuctann McnelTaHuss KopHs, MOOHSN PYKY U yKa3all
BIIEPEN Ha MSITUIIETHETO WK IeCTUIeTHero pebernka. Manbuyuk ckKasam: "A temeps ucneitanue! Thor!
Wpnu cropa! IlonoxuTte pyKy Ha 3TOT KPUCTAJLI ¥ COCPETOTOYbTECH!"



3a npepnenamu Tommnb, OpoBu JIuHb PeHa cierka 60Po3quiIM, BOXKAb AepeBHHU JIu U ApyTHe He
OCMeJIUBaJIUCh COMHEBAThCA B TOM, UTO CKa3asl "BepxHuil beccMepTHEIA", HO OH MOT CKa3aTh, 4YTO
MOJIOZIOM Y€eJIOBEK C JIOIaAUHBIM JIMIIOM IIPOCTO JIrajl.

B mose, pe6EHOK, Ha KOTOPOTO YKa3aJl I0HOIIIA C JIOMIagUHbIM JIUIIOM, SSBHO MCIIYTaJICSI U HEIPHYIT 3a
HUM B 00BSTUS MaTepH, MaTh MIPOIIeNTajla HECKOJIbKO CJIOB YTEIlIeHHs, a 3aTeM IIPUBesia ero K
IOHOIIIE C JIOIIafUHbIM JIUI[OM, MaJIeHbKUH PeOEHOK TOXKe CTasl JTI0OOIMEITCTBOBATh ¥ BCKOpPE CTall
MeHbIIIe 60SIThCS, IIOKOPHO AepxkKa 00eMMU PyKaMU TECTOBBIN KPUCTAJIT U IOJITOe BPEMST 0YEHb
CepbE3HO CMOTPEIT Ha Hero, HO He BUIeNT HUKAKOH PeaKIuH.

"Hukakou kBanupukanuu KopHd ayxa! Cnegyromuii!" ITogpoCTOK C I0MaAUHEIM JIUIIOM IIOCMOTPEN
"TaKk OHO ¥ €CTh" ¥ IPOTSHYJI PYKY, YTOOBI JOCTaTh KPUCTAJI, JBUTASICh, YTOOH! CIEAYIOMi peOeHOK
BHIIIIET BIIEPE.

"Hukakol kBanuduKaIuy, Cleayouui!"

"Hert, cnegyromuii!"

"Husmwuit Koperb CMmemanuoro [Jyxa, HeT 6yayuiero... Cnenmytomuii!!!"
"Cnepyromun!"

Bcero Jyepe3 HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHU 3K3aMeHEI Impouinu ceMepo oeTel, HO HM OOWH U3 HUX He
IIpo1Iiey, POOUTEJIN 3TUX oeTeun OBLIH HeCPaBHEHHO pPa304YapOBaHLl, a MOJIOOOCTHE C JIOIIagJWMHBIM
JINIIOM TO2K€ Ka3aJlaCb HEMHOI'O pa30qapOBaHHoﬁ, " CTaHOBHUJIACh BCE€ HETEPIIETIUBEE.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, laXe IeTH, KOTOPHIX paHblile He OblyI0, ObIIM MPUBE3EHE], U TI0CJIe TOT0, KaK BCe
OHM OBIJTA TTPOBEPEHHI, UX OBIIIO YEeTHIPHAAIATh, HO TOJIBKO OfIHA AECSATUIETHSS NeBOYKa IIPOoIIia
IIPOBEPKY Ha OoJlee HU3KOe KauecTBO KBanudukanuu Wood Spirit Root, u Grinia "egBa" cormacHa ¢
TeM, YTOOH MOJIOIEXKD C JIOMIagUHKIM JIUIIOM OBljla BBE[IeHa B KJIaH.

CeMbs meByIIKY Obllla OUeHb B3BOJTHOBaHA, HO MOJIOAEXKD C JIOMIaAUHBIM IUIOM... HO ero oTHolIeHne
OBLIO HACTOJIBKO XOJIOOHBEIM, UTO OH coOupancs yopaTh TECTOBHIM KPUCTAJI, U OH HEBOJILHO IIOOMETal
B3IJISI B TOJIITY, BHE3AIHO IMOOHSB OPOBU U YKa3kIBas BBepX Ha [IBoe meTel B Toimne ckasanu: "ThH u
Thl! He moX0e, 4TO OH NPHUOET Ha IPOBEPKY, He Tak au?"

Korma oH ykasan Ha 3TO, POOUTENH OBYX AeTel ObUIHM IIOKMPOBAHEI, @ MaTh MaJIeHbKOT'0 MaJlbuMKa,
KOTOPOMY OBIJIO OKOJIO IISITH JIET, C HEKOTOPBEIM TperneToM cKa3lana: "[llaH... [lTan Csaub! Mol peGeHOK
BCE €IIle... HECKOJIBKO MECSIEB CTECHSIETCS IISATH JIeT, TaK 4YTO... HUKAKOr0 TeCTa, BEpHO?"

[Tpu 3TOM, B OCHOBHOM, KaXKIHIH MOT BUMIETh, YTO OHA Ha CAMOM [ieJie He X0Teja, YTOOh e€ peGEHOK
IIPOLIETT TECT, YTO HEYOUBUTEIIBHO, IIPEXK/Ie YeM CKa3aTh, YTO "OONBIIMHCTBO" XKUTETIEH IepeBHU
XOTeNH, YTOOH UX MeTH MOKJIOHSIIUCh B "BeccMepTHBIX BpaTax", To ecTh "HE0OIBIIOE KOTUYECTBO",
KOTOpHIE TaK HE TyMalid, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KaK TOJIbKO PEOEHOK MOKJIOHSICS B "BeccMepTHHIX
Bparax", 3T0 03Ha4asno, YTO, CKOpee BCEro, OHM HUKOTTa 00JIblle He YBUOAT APYT Opyra, oba
POAUTENII HEOXOTHO ITO3BOJISIIM CBOUM [ETIM MOKUAATh UX, TaK YTO OHU HE XOTEeJIU UMETh TaKylo
BO3MOKHOCTb.

"XBatut HecTtu uyib!!! BricTpee!!!" JIKIio MOJIOAOT0 YesioBeKa C JIOMIAAUHBIM JIULIOM 3aMep3IIo,
yepes ero Teyio Npobusoch naBieHue, X0TS eT0 BhpallliBaHue HaXOIUIIOCh TOJIBKO B CpenHeN
IKMHIaHOBCKOW CTaguy, HO IPOCThle CMEPTHEIE 3TOr0 He BriHOCUTU! Ponutenu OByX meren



nobrenHeny 1, 6eCIIOMOIIHO ¥ UCITYTAaHHO OTIIPABUJIKA CBOUX ETel K I0HOIIEe C KOHCKOM MOPIOH.

[TepBrIit peOEHOK epKall TeCTOBLIM KpUCTal 6e3 KaKou-mu00 peakluy; HO KOTHa IMOCIeqHuM
ISTAJIETHUM MaJlbUMK epKajl KPUCTaJII, KPUCTaI U3Ty4all SPKO-KPaCHHIN CBET.

Haxe JIuap O3H OB BeCbMa YOUBJIEH, KOTHa OH IOAHSJ OPOBH, a I0HOIIIA C JIOMIaguHEIM JIULIOM JaXkKe
CMeTaJl CBOe MpexXHee HeTepIeHre U B yAUBIEeHUU CKa3all: "KopeHb OTHEHHOTO JyXa BBICIIETO
coptalll”,

4 He oXupan, YTO B 3TOM OTHAJIEHHOM IEpPeBHe, IIe ¥ MeHs BooOIIe He OBII0 OXKUAAHUY, 5
IOEeVCTBUTEILHO BCTPEYYCh C BHICIIUM KinaccoM KBanudukaiuu [IyxoBHEIX KopHel*, aTa moe3gka
OeWCTBUTEILHO He cocTosinack! Bait JIaii, MOI0g0l YeIoBeK C JIOMafAWHEIM JIMIIOM ObIT OYeHb pajl,
KOT7Ia OH ITOCMOTPEI Ha IMSITUIEeTHET0 MajlbyrKa U cKa3aml: "OdeHs xoporIro! Tk, BMecTe ¢ Tou
IeBYLIKOW, 4YTO OblJIa paHbllle, BO3BPAIlakcs CO MHOU B KaH!"

YcniriaB 3T0, POAUTENN MajlbuKa, OOHAKO, 3allaHUKOBAJIA, OHU IIOJyMaJli, YTO UX pebeHKa He
BBIOEPYT, Jaxke ecyiy OH MPOMAET IPOBEPKY, HO OHU HUKOTHA He AyMasid, 4To MaTh pebeHKa
0eCIoMOIITHO CMOTpPETIa Ha MyXa, a 0Tell, 00psich, HaKOHell, Habpasicst cMmenocTu cka3aTh. "Ilan, [Ilax
Cuanb... Moi KHKU eIlle CIIMIITKOM MOJIOH, ¥ Mbl JeHCTBUTEILHO HE MOXKEM OCTAaBUTh €T0... MBI
MOXK€EM... MBI He MOXKeM BOUTH B beccmepTHEIe Bpara?"

Manenpkuu Manbuuk [y 111, Ka3aj10Ch, TOXKe 4TO-TO IOHUMAJI B 9TOU CUTyalluy, OH UCIIYTaHHO
CXKUMaJics B 00bSITUAX MaTepH U menTtan: "Mama... 4 He xouy TeOs1 6pocaTsk, S He X04y UATH C

OTa cuTyalus IPEeB30Iilia BCe 0XKUAHMs, U Ha MIHOBEHHe ClieHa 3aTuxja, JIu dmans OblJI, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, TJIaBO# lepeBHU U XOPOIIIO 3HAJI CUTYallui0 B CEMbe, OH K0jie0asicsi ¥ TOBOPUJI BHUMATEJIBHO:
"Illaus CaHb, TAaK Kakx...".

"3aTkHuch!!!" KTO 3Has, 4TO, HEe MOXKUAASICH ero OKOHYaHMs, I0HOIIA C JIOMIaANHLIM JIUI[OM (BIPKHYII:
"TIOKIIOHUTBCS MOEMY KJIaHY - 3TO HECKOJIBKO XKU3HEU IIOCIIyIIaHus C ero CTOpoH:s!! Hemnb3s
otpuuath! 3a muou!!!"

Poputenu Llu Lu Beirnsagenu otdaspmuMucs, Ly [y emle Oosiblile UCIyTraacsa UMITyJIbCa MOJIOTOCTH C
JIOLIaAVMHBIM JIUIIOM M 3aKpuyal "Bay", OKpyXKarolliye XKUTEJIU TOXKe IIelTallu, ClleHa Ha MTHOBEHUe
OBl7Ia HECKOIBKO XaOTHYHOM.
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