Hapsaus enKy ¥ yKpacuB CTEHHI ¥ BEICOKME IMTKadbl TUPISHAaMH, MEL BCe CAOUMCS UTh Yal. MeHs
3axXJIECTHIBAET OLIYIIEHNE KaKOU-TO CEMENHOCTH. 1 YyBCTBYIO ce0s1 YIOTHO, Kak 6yaTo Okl MHE CHOBa
yeTHIPHAAIATh JIeT U 51 B Hope y Yuanu. K KoHITy Beyepa 51 yKe CBOpaunBaCh KIyOKOM B KpecJe,
pacCcessHHO IPUCIYLIKUBASACh K HETOPOIIJIMBLIM pa3roBopaM. ['a3a cinunaiorcsa. HaBepHoe, B KAKOU-TO
MOMEHT 5 IIOAJa0Ch YIOTHOU ApeMe, IIOTOMY YTO IIPOCHIIAKCh OT TOT0, 4YTO Muccuc [lapkep crnerka
TPSICET MeHS 3a IJIeY0. f CIUIIKOM COHHBIN, YTOOB HOPMAJIbHO OLIEHUTH CUTYAIUI0, TI09TOMY MUTOM
BBICKaKMBAIO U3 Kpecja U BeCh of0upanch, IpruHuMas 60eByi0 CTOUKY. [10 u3yMIIeHHOMY BULY
YUUTENIbHULEL I TIOHUMAl0, YTO OIISITh OIJIONIAJI, M CMYIIEHHO YIEI0aI0Ch, €pollia BOIOCHL.

- T'appu, mymato, HaM Topa. YKe [IeBATh Beuepa, TBOM POACTBEHHUKM HaBepHSIKa BOJIHYIOTCS.

[Ipu ynomuHaHnuu [lypcriey s B3oparuBalo ¥ YyBCTBYIO, Kak OT JIMLa OTJIMBAET KPOBL. YepT, 4To
ckaxyT Hypcnu? [1o ux MepkKaM, cerndac KyTKO IIO3[0HO, U S YK€ C TOCKOU IIPENCTaBIIsA0 HarOHIU OT
OSAON.

3aMeTHUB MO0 peakKnu, MUCCHUC HapKep Y4aCTJIUBO IIpeajiaraet:

- T'appu, 5 Mory mpoBoauTh Te0S [0 loMa U BCe 00BSCHUTL TBOMM POLNCTBEHHUKAM.

4 MopIyCe:

- Criacu00, HO He CTOUT. Brl ux He 3HaeTe. OHU TOIHKO GOJIbIIE OT 3TOTO B30ECATCS. YK NIydllle faTh
UM HaKpPHUYaThCsT BBOJTIO, TyCTh MTOPAAYIOTCS, - I HEBECEJIO YCMEXAIOCh.

Muccuc Ilapkep KadaeT rojIoBOM, HO HUYETO He OTBedaeT. {1 HageBalo CBOIO OTPENaHHYI0 KyPTKY H
MBI BEIXO[IUM Ha 3aCHEXEHHYI0 ynully. TeMHO, XKeJThY CBeT (poHapel BLIXBATHIBAET U3 JIAll HOUU
IPUYYAJIBO U30THYTHE BO MpaKe JepeBbs, U OHU 0TOPaCHBAIOT HeeCTEeCTBEHHEIe TeHU. BEHICOKO B
HeOe CBeTAT 3Be3[bl. {1 1o mpuBHUKe HaxoXy B HeOe Co3Be3nue bomnbiioro Ilca. Cupuyc. Mou
MEPTBHII KPECTHHIM. MHe ero He xBaTaeT. Y 1 yMyOpuics IoTepsTh ero BO BTOPOM pa3, faxke He
IIOHSIB TOJIKOM, KaK 3TO IIPOU30IIIO0. A Telepsh g faXke He CMel0 HagesaThCs, 9YTO B 9TOT pas3
KPECTHOMY y[aJioch BEIXKUTE. [IoToMy uTO ecnu Ov1 Cupuyc OB KUB ceiyac, OH HellpeMeHHO 3abpart
Obl MeHs 0T [lypciiel, Beb TakK? ITO MBICTIb HACTOJILKO HAalOMUHAET MOU IeTCKUe (paHTa3uu O TOM,
KaK IIPHUAET KTO-TO CUIbHBEIY U JOOPHIY U HaBcerna 3abepeT MeHS U3 HEHAaBUCTHOTO YyJjlaHa, YTo
3aCTaBJIsAET FTOPHKO YCMEXHYThHCH.

- Yt0? - cnpamuBaeT Muccuc Ilapkep.

- A? - 1 IepeBOXKY Ha Hee PacCeSTHHBIN B3TJISAM U BCTPSXUBAIO T'OJI0BOM, HECMEJO YIIEI0asACh. -
[Tpoctute, g mpocTo 3agyMancs. YTo Bl CIIPOCUTIN?

- Tsl roBOPUIT UTO-TO 0 CHpHyCe, U MHE CTaJIo JII0OOIBITHO.

- f cKa3as 3T0 BCIIyX? - 1 YyBCTBYIO, YTO CMYIIEHHO KpacHew. - [Ipoctute. CUpUyC - 3TO UM MOET0



KPECTHOTO.

- HoBOMBHO HEOORIYHOE, - 3aMedaeT Muccuc Ilapkep.

- Ta, HEOOBIYHOE, - CMEIOCH 5. BII9KM - apUCTOKPATH, YACTOKPOBHEIE BONIIEOHUKY, U I HUX TaKUe
MMeHa JOBOJILHO IIPUBHIYHEL. HO BOT 110 MepKaM MarrjoB OHU ¥ ITpaBha 3BydYaT JUKOBAToO. - CUpuyc u
caM HeOoOBIUHBIH, [TO]l CTaTh UMEHHU, - 51 TPYCTHO yJIbI0al0Ch, BCTIOMUHAS CBOETr0 B30aJIMOIIHOTO
KpecTHOTOo. [JTaxke A3kabaHy He yAan0Ch BEITPABUTh U3 HET'O €T0 BeuHOoe pebsuecTBo.

- Twl ero mwobullb, - 3aMevaeT MUCCUC ITapkep.

9TO He BOIIPOC, a YTBEPK/EHUE, U I KUBAIO:

- Ila, ouens 0610, TouHee, modun. CUpPUyC yMep, MaBHO, HO S ero He 3a0bIBal0, - S HEOCO3HAHHO
IIOJHUMAI0 B3TJISAT BBEPX, TyOa, I'le NIepeuBaeTCs U mogMuruBaeT 3se3gamu Co3se3aue Bonbiioro
I[ca.

Muccuc [Tapkep uCIyraHHO OMKaeT ¥ 60pMOYeT U3BMHEHNUS. El SBHO HEJIOBKO. § He MOHUMAI0, 3a
YTO OHa U3BUHSETCS, Be[lb 3TO Xe He ee BUHA - TO, YTo Cupuyc MepTB. CKopee Mosi, pa3 yX Ha TO
TIOLIJIO.

- Huuero cTpalHoro, He U3BUHSNTECH, - TOBOPIO 5. - DTO XKe He 3HAYHUT, YTO S C HUM 0O0JIblile
HUKOTTIa He YBUXKYCh, - HEOXKUAAHHO IJI caMoro cebs s CJI0BO B CJIOBO MOBTOPSII0 ppa3y JIyHE
JlaBryqm, CKa3aHHYI0 Ha JajlleKOM MSATOM Kypce. f JIOB/II0 HeOyMeHHbIN B3rsa Muccuc [lapkep u
IIOSICHSII0, YKa3kiBasd Ha CO3Be3aue. - ¢ 3Hal, 4YTO OH BCe paBHO BCerpaa CO MHOU, IIyCTh HE3PUMO.
ITogmepXuBaerT.

OHa IoHMMaloIe KUBaeT.

M&I mogxoguM K oMy HOMep deTkipe 1o THCOBOM yiulle, U I C TOCKOM CMOTPIO Ha Topsinue
37IeKTPUYECKUM CBETOM OKHa. [I04eMy-TO KaxKeTCs, UTO ITyTh OT IIKOJIBI CIOfla 3aHSJ Yepecyyp Majio
BPEMEeHH, U 5 C YOOBOJILCTBHEM IIOOPOIuU OHI ellle 0 3aCHEeXKEHHEIM YIIUIIAM, JIUIIL Ol HE TPUXOOUTh
ImoMO¥M Tak CKopo. PasdymeeTcsi, s1 He 60toch asnu BepHoHa u TeTu [IeTyHbH, yKe HeT. IIpocTo aTu
M3BEeYHEBIE, TOBTOPSIOUINECS U30 [HS B IeHb KaK 10 HOTAM YIIPEeKH yKe [OCTaJIA J0 TOITHOTHL. S
IIOBOPAYMBaIOCh K MUCCHC [Tapkep, 4TOOBI IOIPOIIATLCS C HEM, HO OHA HEOXKHUIAaHHO MEeHS
OCTaHaBJIMBAET.

- I'appwu, nogoxau. CKopo Bedb PoxXOecTBO, - HEJIOBKO HAYMHAET OHA. - M 51 mogyMaria, 4To Thl OBIT
OBl paj IOJYYXUTh OT MEHS TOJAapOK. 3Haellb, 1 K TeOe B IocliefHee BpeMs TaK IIPUBsI3aiachk, - ee
TJIa3a CTAHOBSITCS ITOIO3PUTEIBHO BJIAXKHBIMU ¥ MHE BOPYT IPUXOMAUT B TOJIOBY, YTO OHA, HABEPHOE,
OY€Hb CKy4YaeT 110 CBOMM LETSIM, KOTOPHIE YK€ BEIPOC/IM U OKWHYJIM CEMEWHOe THE3MI0, U ef yXKe
MaBHO He MTPUXOAUIIOCH TAaPUTh KOMY-HUOYIb UTPYLIKH.



- Bor, mepxwu, - OHa IPOTSATHUBAET MHE CBEPTOK B SIPKOU OJIECTSIIEN YIIaKOBKE, U I HEOXKUIAaHHO
YYBCTBYI0, YTO Y MEHS TOXKe IIUIIJIET B I'a3ax. S 0OCTOPOKHO IPUHUMAI0 Y Hee U3 PYK KOPOOKY,
CJIOBHO IIOFapOK CHeJNlaH U3 XPYNKOT0 XPYCTals ¥ MOXKET PACCHIIATLCS B IIPaX OT OLHOTO HEJIOBKOTO
IIPUKOCHOBEHUSI.

- Crmacu0o, - Ienyy s, He B CHJIaX OTOPBATH B3TJISA[ OT KOPOOKH. DTO TakK CTPAHHO, TAK HEIIPUBHIYHO -
3HATh, YTO TH KOMY-TO He Ge3pa3iuyeH, 4To KOMY-TO He BCe PaBHO. { MOJHMMAI0 Ila3a Ha MHCCHC
[Tapkep ¥ Tak HOJro ee Garomapro, YTO OHA CMYIIAETCS.

- Unu, T'appy, - HakOHEL rOBOPUT OHA. - THI y2Ke COBCEM 3aMep3.

Y MmeHs u mpaBpaa 3y0 Ha 3y0 He IonafgaeT - YHUBepcaabHas cTapas KypTka [lafyiu Ha BCe CE30HBI
SIBHO XOJIOIHOBATa MAJIst feKabpsi, T03TOMY S KMBalo ¥ TOBOPAYMBaiOCh B CTOPOHY JoMa. Bapyr MeHs
OCEHsSIeT OfTHA MBICJIb ¥ SI OCTAHAB/IMBAIOCh, TOCIIEIIHO CTACKKUBAs PIOK3aK.

- T'appu, 4TO TH fenaelns? - Muccuc [Tapkep IOOXOOUT KO MHE, C HeloyMeHueM Ha0moaas, Kak s
CTaBJII0 PIOK3aK MPSIMO Ha 3eMJII0, CaXXyCh PSIOOM Ha KOPTOYKYM M HaYKWHAI0 BO3UTHCSA C 3aMKOM.

- Ero nyuiire cripsiTaTh, - MPayHO MOSICHSIO 51, IPsSYa IOOAPOK B CYMKY. - [IyPCIIH SBHO He
oOpapmyroTcs, ecnu yBugAT ero. U otmagyT Hamnu.

Muccuc ITapkep CMOTPUT Ha MeHs C YOUBJIeHUEM, HO KiBaeT. OHa ITPOBOXKAaeT MeHS B3TJIA0M, TI0Ka
s My K KPBIIBIY foMa YeThipe. OTKPHIBIINY ABEPD OO BEpHOH BTaCKUBAaeT MEHS B KOPUIOP 3a yXO.
MepnuH, KaK YHU3UTENBHO. f 37100HO 3RIPKAi0 Ha HEero, IOTHPAas yX0, HO OSIs CIIUIIKOM 3aHST
O0OBHHUTEIbHOM PeYbi0, YTOOB 3aMETHUTb MOM B3TJIS.

- T'me THI mmscs, meHOK?! - 3100HO PHIYUT OH. - befHsaKKa [leTyHbs TepeBOIHOBaNach 13-3a Te0s!

MHe cna6o BEpUTCS B TO, YTO TETS CIOCOOHA MCTEPUTH TI0 TIOBOAY MOETO OTCYTCTBHS, HO HJIS
TIOPSifiKa THITAI0Ch OMTPABAATHC:

- ¢ 6v1n B mKoste. ITpoCTO MOTEPSII CYET BPEMEHH H...

Ho msimst He maeT MHe [IOTOBOPUTH M PE3KO0 mepeduBaeT:

- B mkone? [lo meBsiTu Beuepa? Mabunillka, THl MEHSI COBCEM 3a MAMOTA OEPKHUIIb, €CITH CYUTAEILD,
YTO s TIOBEPIO B 3TU CKa3KU? Mapin B CBOM 4yJjlaH, U CETOOHS OCTaHeuIhcs: 6e3 yxKuHa!

4 ¢ roToBHOCTBIO O€ry B UyJiaH, pagysch, YTO OTAEJIAJICS Tak JIeTK0. MHe BCIief JIeTAT 0CKOpOIeHus
OT J04, HO 1 K HUM He 0CO0eHHO IpucayinBaich. OKa3aBIIKCh B UylaHe, S C COXKaJlleHueM JyMalo,
YTO Hafo OBIIIO 3aXBATUTH C COOOU MeYeHUM MUCCUC YOTC. 3aTeM g HOCTal U3 plok3aka KOPOOKy 1
MeZJIeHHO, C 3aMUpaHKeM Cepflla pa3BopadyuBalo mypiralyo Oymary. B Kopobke okasbiBaeTCs
MaJieHbKUY 6JIeCTSIINN aHTeJI0K, BUCSINNM Ha cepebpucTol neHTe. EnoyHas urpyika. 3peHue



TepsieT YeTKOCTh, U S IMOCIIEIITHO CTAapalCh MPOTJIOTUTD IIPeIaTeIbCKU BCTABIINM B TOPJIE KOM.
[TanbIlbl HEITPOU3BOIBLHO CKUMAIOT MAJIEHBKYIO (GUTYPKY, CJIOBHO OOSITCS TOTEPSATh. 1 MPUKKUMAI0
aHreso4yKa K cebe, YyBCTBYS, Kak O6/1arogapHOCTh K MuccuC [Tapkep 3aTOIIsIeT MeHS IeJTUKOM. JTO
He IIPOCTO IMOJAaPOK, TOJIBKO He It MeHsS. DTO HeYTO Heu3MepuMo Oobinee. 3HAK MPUBSI3aHHOCTH,
OPYyKOBI. ITO 3HAYUT, YTO € He HallJiIeBaTh Ha MeHsd. UTO y MeHs HaKOHEL-TO IIOSIBUJICS KTO-TO, Ha
KOT'O MOZKHO ITOJTIOKUTHCS.

¢4 elle mONTO €KYy B CBOEM UyJlaHe, CXKHMMas B PyKe MaleHbKYyI0 QUTYPKY U TIISOs, KaK UTPAeT CBeT
Ha 0OCHIIaHHBIX CepeOpUCThIMU OriecTKaMu OeJbIX KPBITBIIIKAX. S 3Hal0, YTO CKOPO HACTYIIUT
CouenbHUK, U s ONSITh OyOy CUOETh B UylaHe, YTOOH HE MOPTUTD [ypCiisaM Mpa3gHUK CBOUM BUMIOM,
YTO ITOTOM IPHEOEeT TeTyIIKa Map/xK, KOTopasi OTPABUT MHE CBOMM IIPHUCYTCTBHEM BCe KaHUKYIBL. Ho
BCe 3T0 OyHeT IoToM. A IoKa 4To - 5 3Hal0 - 3TO Moe Jiyuliee PoxXaecTBo.

kekskokok

C HacTymnIeHNeM JEeTHUX KaHUKYJI B MOIO XKM3Hb BO3BpAIlaeTCs IPUBEIYHAS CKyKa. Yero Henb3s
CKa3aTh 0 Ky3eHe. BoT yX KTO pafmyeTcs OByXMeCSYHOMY HU4YeTrOHeelaHuIo 110 [I0JIHOU, TaK 9TO OH!
A yx ceropHs [Taanu u BoBCce BHe ceOsl OT BOCTOPra, IOTOMY YTO y Ky3eHa HaCTYIIHUI OYepefHON NeHb
poxpgeHus. UMeHHO 110 3TOM IpUUYKMHE Cerdyac s CUXKY B IIBJIBHOU IIPONaxIied KOUIKaMi TOCTUHON
muccuc OUrT, B ouepefqHo pa3 BEICTYILINBAs MHOTOUYNCIEHHbIE MCTOPUM TIPO €€ HEHATISIOHBIX KOIIEeK
U paccMaTpuBasi 0eCKOHeUYHbIe alb0OMEI ¢ (hoTOrpadusiMu.

- A BoT Muctep IIymuCTHK, - C yMUJIEHHEM B TOJI0CE TOBOPUT II0XKUIas XKeHIIWHA, IT0Ka3kiBas MHE
(dboTorpaduo prIKEro JI0MOyXoro KoTa.

4 6e3 ocoboro sHTy3Ma3Ma KMBalo, rafiasi, Korjaa oHa yxKe YUIeT 10 CBOUM [ejlaM U OCTaBUT MeHS B
II0KOe. 3aTeM OHa IlepeBOpayuBaeT OYepeqHYI0 CTPaHUIly, U S BUXKY 60blIyio ¢poTorpaduio pocioro
CBETJIOBOJIOCOTO IIApHA JIeT LIeCTHAAATH, Y KOTOPOTO Ha KOJIEHAX CUOUT TOJICTHIM II0JIOCATHIM KOT.
Yro-To B poTorpaduu KaxKeTcs HellPaBULHLIM, pexkeT riia3. Muccruc Ourr yxe cobupaercs
IIepeBEpPHYTh CTPaHHUIly, KOTa 5 IOHMMal0, YTO UMeHHO MeHs 6ecrioKouT. K 00BYHOMY BSI3aHOMY
CBUTEPY IapHS IPUKOJIOT 3HAYOK CTapocTh Xadpdnnadda.

- A 3T0 KTO? - OBICTPO CIIpAIIMBal0 51, MOKa3kiBasg Ha ¢poTorpaduio.

- 9to muctep ITonocatuk. OTAMYHEIHM OB KOT, TaKOM TacKOBEIU. K coxkaneHuIo, OH yxKe ymep. A
Befb KOI'fia g ero nopodpasa Ha ynulle, OH OBLI COBCEM ellle KOTEHKOM...

- JI[a HEeT XKe, He KOT, - HETEPIIEJIUNBO HepeﬁI/IBaIO d. - 4 umero B BUY IOHOIITY.

- AX, BOT TBI 0 KOM. ITO Mo neMsAHHUK, KpucTodep, - ee B3rIAA TEMIeeT U IOAePruBaeTCs AHIMKOM
BOCIIOMMHaHHUM. - ITO poTorpadus Oblyia cHenaHa faBHO, OH TOTHA ellle YYUJICS B IIKOJIE.

Hy 0Oa, KaK XKe g PaHbIlle He HOJIy'MaJ'[? Benb ecniu muccuc @urr CKBI/I6, TO BIIOJIHE OYEBHUOHO, YTO Y
Hee OOJIZKHBL OBITD pOI[CTBeHHI/IKI/I-BOJ'IH.Ie6HI/IKI/I. U, pa3yMeeTCs, OHU OOJIZKHBI OBLIH YYUTLECA B



Xorsaprce.

- A roe oH cefiyac? - g caM He MOTY 00BSICHUTh CBO€ JTI0O0MIBITCTBO. [ToueMy-To TOT GaKT, YTO ITOT
IIapeHb CBA3aH ¢ X0rBapTCOM, [AeNlaeT ero A MeHS Ype3BhYallHO UHTEPECHBIM.

- Centyac oH YXKe pa60TaeT Ha Cepbe3HOﬁ OOJI2ZKHOCTH B IIPABUTEJILCTBE. CoBceM pPenKo KO MHe
IIpHe32XKaeT, - B3JbIXaeT MUCCHC @urr.

HexkoTopoe BpeMs 51 TPOoIKalo pas3risgbiBaTh poTorpaduio, rafast, MOT JIX 5 BUAETh 9TOTO
YyeJioBeKa paHblle. BaxkHas JOMXKHOCTh B IPaBUTENLCTBE? BO3MOXKHO, cefidac 0H paboTaeT B
MwunuCTEpCTBE...

- A 3Haemmb 4To, ['appu, gaBali-Ka s Tebe KOe-4To IoKaxXy, - He0XKHUJaHHO TOBOPUT Muccuc Ourr,
IIOOHUMASCh C TPOAABIEHHOTO AUBaHa.
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