— Benpgu, T Tam upelns? Wy 3aHOYeBaTh 3[eCh pelliniia? — HeIOBOIbHO (DHIPKHYIa Oeas KOIIKa,
ofieTasl B KpaCHBOe PO30BOE IJIaThe, X CMEepHUIia CKENTUYECKUM B3TJISIAOM OKpYyzKalollee
IpocTpaHcTBO. Ha ee 11ee KOKETIMBO BUCEIT KEITHY rajJICTyK C YEPHBEIM OTIIeYaTKOM KOIlayben
nanbl. TeMHO-Kapue rjla3a Cepbe3H0 U 0YeHb HEeIOBOJIbHO TIISIeNIA Ha TOAPYTY.

— Benpgu, T TaM upelns? Wy 3aHOYeBaTh 3[eCh peliniia? — HemoBOIbHO (DHIPKHYIa 6enas KOIKa,
ofieTasl B KpaCHBOe PO30BOE IJIaThe, XU CMEepHUIia CKENTUYECKUM B3TJISIH0M OKpYyXKalolee
npocTpaHcTBO. Ha ee 11ee KOKETIUBO BUCEIT KEeJITHIY rajJICTyK C YEPHBEIM OTIIeYaTKOM KOIllayben
nanbl. TeMHO-Kapue rjla3a Cepbe3H0 U 0YeHb HEeIOBOJIbHO TIIsifeny Ha noapyry. — A? [la-ma,
KOHEYHO. — - YIBIOHYIach JeBOYKA C CHHUMU BOJIOCAMM ¥ OTBeJIa B3IJISM OT 03epa, CIPSTAaHHOTO B
TEHU IJTaKy4uX uB. [lompaBuB mobuMoe 3ejieHoe IiaThe, BeHau yckopuna mar. — Kcratu, [llapnu, a
CKOJIbKO MBI TIOJTyUMJI JIeHeT 3a 3aflaHue? — JOTHaB CBOIO CIIYTHUIY, IIOMHTEPECOBaiach Kak Obl
HeB3HaYail.

— XM... OKOI0 OBafllaTH THICSY OpParoneHHbIX. — Ha mruoBenue 3ayMaBIINCh, OTBETUJIA Ta.

— Torpga... Korfa npupeM B Martojuio, CXOOUM B KOHAUTEPCKYI0? — Kajmo0HO nompocuna HebecHas.
«Tak peOeHOK KISHYUT KOHPETY Y POOUTENEHN.» - MUMOXOOM OTMETHIIA BhICIIasA. X0Ts Bengu u
OBLIO mBEHA[aTh, HO MHOTIa OHA Bejla ce0s XyxKe IIeCTHIeTKH. YTO CTOUT XOTs Obl OMUH CIIy4aii C
ee KYKOJIKOM, KOTOPYIO OHa [0 CUX IOP TaK U HOCUT ¢ co6oi. Ee He pas yxKe IIPUXOTUIIOCh
PEMOHTHPOBATH, 110 BUHE OMHOT'0 PO30BOJIOCOT0 ToBapuia. M Kykia, OTKPOBEHHO I'OBOPS, Oblia yKe
IIOBOJILHO CTapoy U cTpamHoi. Ho MapBenn gaxe Tak He coOupasnach C HEl0 pacCTaBaThCs.

Koiika 3akaTua ria3a, HO BCe Xe KHBHYIIA:

— Jlagao. OCTOPOXKHO, celyac pIoK3akK morepsielnb. Kak MOXXHO OBITh TaKOM pacCesiHHON?! — Hadana
OTUYUTHIBATh CIYTHUILY UKCH]I.

— A? — MarHIIIKa B3OPOTHYJAa U B OCIEOHUN MOMEHT yCIesia MMOAXBAaTUTh PIOK3a4Y0K B BHUOE MUIIKH,
KOTOPHIN IOTIBITAJICS CBAIUTLCS BHU3. B3TNIIHYB Tyda, Y Hee TYT XKe 3aKpyKUJIach TOJI0Ba OT TaKOH
BeICOTEL. HebGecHast ssBHO OBl yrana, eciu Ob He [Ilapnu.

- [lomnu oTctoga ckopee. MHe TyT He HPABUTCS. - BHICIIAS HOTamuiIa YyoecHyo 3a PyKy IPOYb.

- Kcraty, [lapnu. 4 Tak paga!!! - cuacTnuBo 3aynbibanack Benau, mepxka Mmoapyry 3a nanky. Koika
He0BOJIbHO B3[I0XHYJIa, HO TaK HUYEro U He IIpoU3Heca. - Benp, npencrasisens!!! [lomuMmo geHer
HaM [laju elne fiBa cepebpsHbx Kmoda!!! JTiocu-can Tak obpamgyercs!!!

- IBa Kmroua? - 06 93TOM COOBITHE MKCHUOKA CJIHIIIAJIA BIIepBhIe B KU3HU. [la U B IOTOBOPE HUYETO



mo00HOTO He OO0 MPOIKUCAHO.

- Ha-ma. Kntoun "®enukc" u, Kaxercs, "[IpakoH". Kak fymaelb, 3TOT IpakKoH OyIeT BRITIAIETh KaK
I'panpuHa? Mnm Kak-To 10 APyromy? - HAaKOHeIl 3afjajia MaJIblIIKa CaMblil MHTEPECYIOLIUY ee BOIIPOC.

- BoT otmapum knroun JIiocu 1 y3HaeM. - CIIOKOMHO CO0OIIMIIa KOIIIKa, ellle pa3 HePBHO OTISIARIBASICh
1o ctopoHaM. E#l Tyt He HpaBunock. Y Illapnu HU4ero He Morja ¢ co00i MmofienaTh.
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Yxke nooxonst K Marsonuu, UKCUAKA 3aMeTHiIa, 4TO eBOYKa TO ¥ Oej0 3aMeisfer Iiar.

— M KTO M3 HaC B KOHOUTEPCKYIO pBaJ'ICH? — BO3MYTHJIACh BBEICIIIAsA, HEMOBOJIEHO JEPHYB XBOCTOM.

— [llapnu, a TH HE CIIBIIININD, TIOIOT TIEe-TO PSAIOM? — HEO0XUIAHHO OCTAHOBUBIIIUCH, CIIPOCHUIIA
Bennu. Betep coBepineHHO 6€33BYYHO BCKOJILIXHYJT IJIMHHBIE TEMHO-CUHUE TIPSIOU I0HOM YOUMITHI
npakoHoB. M TyT lllapiu HaKOHEI[ IIOHSTIA, YTO i TYyT He HPaBUI0Ch. Bce mero ObIJI0 B HepeasbHOM
tTumuHe. Hu eHus Tl HY 1IeJiecTa JepPeBbeB, KOTOPHIX TYT OBIIO B U30BITKE.

Tuxo... CIUIIKOM THUXO.

— [TowT? — pacTepsHHO Iepecnpocuiia 6esas KOIIKa, Ha BCIKUM Cly4ail mpucnymuBasics. — H-HO 5
HUYEeTro He CIIbIIIY... — [JIT BEPHOCTH OHa [axKe OTJisgfesnach, HO He 3aMeTHJIa HU4ero HeoObIYHOTO.

— Kakast kpacuBas mecHs... KpacuBas... IeCHs... — IeBUYYIIKa, He o0palas BHUMaHUS Ha MOOPYTY,
nobpesia B CTOPOHY jleca. MexaHW4YecKas IIOXOOKa U MOTyXInue ria3a. "CoBceM Kak KyKia..." -
ucnyranach MKcup, Ha IOJTHOM CKOPOCTH PBaHYB 3a MOOPYTOM.

— Benpu, He X0Ou. — UCIyTaHHO BCKpUKHYa Illapiu u mombITanach ymepkaTh CBOIO MOJOIEYHYIO,
HO Ta KaXX[JbIM pa3 BEIPhIBAJIaCh X COBEPIIEHHO He pearupys, HU Ha KPUK, HU Ha MOIMBITKU
OCTaHOBUTBH €€, ITPOMoJIzKana uATH Biepen. OHa MUHOBAJa OMYIIKY ¥ HallpaBUIach B CTOPOHY
CIIBIIIIMOM €10 OOHOU MEJIOMUH.

— Benpgu! — xoImka oTYasiHHO TSHYJa ee MPoYb, HO CHHEBOJIOCAS OISITh OTMAaXHYJack. PeuIus, 4To
3TO KaKas-TO BpaXKecKas Marus, BLICIIAS, aKTUBUPOBAB KPhI/Ibs, ITOC/IEN0Baa 3a JeBOYKOM C
TBEPOM PEIUMOCThIO 3alIUTUTh €€ OT J1I000T0, KTO ObI 3TO HU OBIJI. CIIyCTSI HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi, Cpenu
nepeBbeB, [llapnu 3aMeTHa TYCKJIbIA CBET. [IpUTOTOBUBIINCE aTaKOBaTh Bpara, OHa pBaHyJia BIepe].

Ho, yBuEeB CBETSIIUIACS OBaJl, BUCSIINMA IPSIMO B BO3AYXe, pacTepsijiach. A B CIIeIyIOUINH MOMEHT
OTJeTesa OT CUJIBHOTO yhapa. Y&Ke Tepsisd Co3HaHUe, KOIKa yBUeNa, Kak U3 opTaja INosBIIeTCs



MHOKECTBO CBETSIIUXCS JIEHT, KOTOPHIE OomyTaB UyoeCcHYI0, 3aTaCKUBaJIi HECOIIPOTUBIISIONIYIOCS
GUTypKy B OpTarl.
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CornHIile MeJIeHHO GJIM3UIIOCHh K TOPU30HTY, OKpallnBasi He00CBOO BCEMH OTTeHKAMH aJioro.
HacrllmeHHbIe IIBETA OT HEXKHO-PO30BOT0 10 CHHE-0arpOBOT0 MIPEBPATUIIN CTEIb B TPEKPACHBIH,
CJIOBHO (paHTaCTUUYECKHUY mer3axk. YepHEIM CHITy9TOM BBIENAIAch OBUXKYyIIasics durypa. [To mepe
TOT'0, KaK OHA Ita, 6nmu3uincs Beyep. Hakorel He60 MOTHOCTHIO MTOKPHITIOCH 3BE3TaMH.

HewusBecTHHIH ocTaHOBWIICS. ET0o BHUMaHKe IPUBJIEK/Ia OJHA OYeHb CTPaHHas 3Be3fa. B oTmuyue
OT OCTaJIbHHIX, OHA Oblyla He 0eJT0CHEKHOM, a TEIJIOT0 OPaHKeBOro IIBeTa. 3aMepPeB Ha Iapy CEKYH],
CJIOBHO [laBas BIIOBOJIb CO0O0H IOJII000BATHCS, & IOTOM MEJIeHHO M BeJIMYaBO, CJIOBHO OCO3HABAS
BAXXHOCTD (IIOYTH SMUYHOCTD) JAHHOIO MOMEHTA, IOKATU/IaCh BHU3.

PackasleHHBIN IIap CBUCTHYJI SPKUM POCUEPKOM 110 HOYHOMY HeOy u Bpe3ascs B nec. Ha cekyHmy
BCE 03aPHJI0 HECTEPIIUMOM BCIBIIIKON ¥ pPa3faliCs TPOX0T, OT KOTOPOTO 3aJI02KUJI0 VIIH, a IIOTOM BCe
TIPOIIAIo.

[To yame mna 3dKyTaHHas C TOJI0BOM, TEMHAs NMUYHOCTL. OHa oejeyCTpeMIIEHHO OBUTAJIaCh K
MEeCTY IafieHNs, OTTIAObIBAsSICh IO CTOPOHAM, CJIOBHO IIBITASICh YTO-TO HauiTu. JlecHBIE JKUBOTHEIE, U
TaK HallyTaHHBIE CIIMIOKOM HIYMHBIM IIPU3E€MJIEHHEM CTPAHHOTO 00BeKTa, y6e1"aJm U IIPATAJIUCH B
HOpax. HakoHell HeM3BECTHLIN BHIIIIET K «3BE3TIE».

OT ymapHO# BOJTHEI 06pa30BajiCst KpaTep, KOTOPHIM yKe OCTHIBAast, UCXOMUIT €KUM JEIMOM. A Ha THE
BOPOHKM JIeJKalla MaJieHbKasl IeBOYKa C CHHUMHU Boyiocamu. Ha ynuBneHue, oHa OblNla XXKKUBa U Haxke
HUKAKHMX CePhe3HBIX PaH Ha Hel He ObI0. 3aTO OHa craja. CJI0OBHO He OHA TYT yIajia, PacIyraB BCIO
OKPECTHYIO XXUBHOCTh B pafiliyce KUIIOMETpa.

He3nakomern IMapy CeKyH[O IMMOCMOTPEN Ha Hee, a ITIOTOM Ha4aJl dKKyPAaTHO CIITYCKATbCs.
HpI/IGHI/BI/IBH.II/ICB, OH YBHUIEJI, YTO CHHEBJIaCKa KPEIIKO IIPHU2KUMAET K cebe WTPYHIEYHOT'O MUIIIKY.
Opexma OBlyIa HEMHOTO IIOPBaHA, 4 B OCTAJIbHOM "3Be3m04Ka" Bponae OBl HE IIOCTPafdalia. ITocTosiB 1
moagyMaB O 4eM-TO CBOEM, OH, TA2KEJI0O B3OOXHYB, B34JI €€ Ha PYKH U Kylla-TO IIOHEC.
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[TpocHyBIMCh, BeHOH He cpa3y MOHsA Iie HaX0guTcs. [I0TOM, BCIIOMHHUB TO, YTO IPOU3OIILIO,
PEe3KO0 BCKOYHMIA. 3aMeTHB, UTO JieXKaJla Ha YbeM TO IIjIallle, Hayaja CYyIOPOXKHO OTJISIEIBATLCS
3BaTh MOAPYTy. He HAWMOs CBOIO KOUIKY-WKCHU/IA, HO 3aTO HAaTKHYBIIUCH B3TJISINOM Ha CMOTPSINET0 Ha
Hee MyXK4YWHY, pa3peBenach:



—YV...y...T'me 9? A rge lapnu? Kak g TyT oka3anach? KTo... BEI?

PsmoMm cupsmyii O6pIOHET OTOPBAJICS OT Pa3KUTaHKS KOCTPa U 3aCThUI B PAaCTEPSIHHOCTH,
Tpo0OPMOTAB YTO-TO O TOM, KaK OH HeHaBUJUT KEHCKHUeE CJIe3kl. A 3aTeM IIOMBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTH CBOIO
HaAXOJIKY:

— IM... IeBOYKa, YCIOKo#cs... MeHs 30ByT [IxkuH ®pukc. A Hamien Tebs, Iocie Toro... Kak TH...
BpOfie Kak ymaja ¢ Heba ¥ HUKOTO PSIZOM C TOOOM s He BU[IEI.

3aMepeB OT IIIOKa, MAJIBIIIKA IIepecCTalla IIJIaKATh U BCKUHYJId Ha HErO CBOU 30JIOTHIE I'JIa3a:

— To ecTb... Kak 3T0... yrnana? 4 xe... B ®uope, npaBna? B ®uope ke, ma? — Ha nuile OBIJIO CTOIBKO
HaJeXkKabl, YTO eMy Ha CEKYH[y CTajJlo COBECTHO, YTO OHa He TaM, I'fle X04YeT OBbITh.

— Hert. M#I Ha A3MaTCKOM KOHTHUHEHTe. — HaKoHeIl pemuiacs coobIuTh [IKIMH CBOe! HaXOOKe.
— Kr0 THI ¥ KaK Te0st 30ByT? — IIOMBITAJICS IIEPEBECTH TEMY MyKYKHA.

— f... — pacTepsHHO Hayala MaJblIlKa U ee ra3a CTajlld CTPEMUTENIbHO HAIlOJHATHCA cae3aMu. — 4
YTO... B APYTo¥ MUp monana, fa? Mmu... unu ato rge-to B dgosnace? A... kak xke [Ilapnu? A pebsTa?
Onu xe pacctpostcs! — CKBO3b BCXJIUIE BelgaBuia oHa. OpUKC, TAKeN0 B3OOXHYB, IPUTIHYII
pebeHKa K cebe B 00BATUS U HavaJsl TJIafuTh 10 roJioBe. [lomoXaaB mokKa geBoYKa YCIOKOUTCS, OH
OTIIyCTHJI €€ U, Ha4aB FOTOBUTHCS K HOUJIETY, IIOBTOPUT Boripoc. — Hy... M-MeHs 30ByT Bennu
Mapsgemnn. Mue 12 net. { u3 Marudeckou ruinbauu «XBocT pen» u 1 H-HebecHBI yOuiilla ApaKOHOB.

— Marwuyeckoi? [IpakoHOB? Jnojiac? — GPIOHET BCKUHYJ IIpaByio 6poBb. — ITo Kak? [la u He
MaJjioBaTa JIM THI AJISI TOTO, YTOOK OBITh YOUHIlEeH, MyCTh ¥ KaKUX-TO IPAaKOHOB?

— IM... Maru... coOMpPaTCs B TUIbLONH. — HAavyaB PacCKa3biBaTh, BeHmu Obinia mepebuta [IKUHOM,
KOTOPHIN, BUOUMO, HUUEro He TOHSJI:

— Tak, maBau 1o mopsAgKy. Kto Takue mMaru?

— Maru 3T0 Te, KTO MOXeT KUCIIOIb30BaTh Marui... — Havasa ObIJI0 OHAa, HO ee paccka3s OBl TpepBaH
T'POMKMM IIJIEIIKOM, C KOTOPBIM JIMIIO MY2KYHUHEI BCTPETUIIOCH C €T0 PYKO# ((escmanM Bo BCel Kpace).
Bennu Hagynmach, HO BCE-TAaKH IIPOMOJIXKUIIA:

— Marust — 310 pU3nUeCcKoe BOIIOIIEHUE qyXa. Marudeckue ClioCOOHOCTH €CTh ¥ BCeX, HO He BCE UX
pas3BUBAIOT. Y HAC €CThb Pa3Hbe TUIL MarUH... I0JIaC — 3TO MapaIeIbHBEIA MUP, TIe HET Maruu.
Mzl Tyga ofHaXAbl C TUJIbOUEN OTatu... [JpaKOHHL... HY... 3TO... Marudyeckue cyujectsa. OHU O4EHb
YMHBIE U CUJIbHBIE, & YOuiilla IPaKOHOB 3TO IIPOCTO TaK ToBOpUTCsA. Ha camMoM fiesie s CKopee yueHuIa
[IpaKoOHa, HO M3-3a BOWHHBI MEXK[Y JIOAbMHU U OpaKOHaMH, 3TO Ha3BaHHUe 00JIblile TPHUXKUIOCh., —
3aKOHYHUB O0BSICHSATH, CTajla XKIATh PEAKIIUHU.



- U? - npotsaryn [JXKuH.

- Hy... - B3moxHyB, fieBoYKa BCe XKe pellunsa I0ACHUTh CBOU CJIoBa. — MeHs BOCIUTalla JPaKoH II0
uMeHu ['panguna. OHa oyeHb gobOpasi. Ho moTom oHa mpormana... ¥, Koraa g ucKasa e€, s BCTyIuIa B
runpguio "KpoB K3T". A IOTOM... IOCJI€ HEKOTOPHIX... 3M... IPUKJIIOYEHNH, 5 Ionaja B «XBocT Oeun».
BrimonHUB OHO U3 3aflaHUy TUIbAUH, S BO3Bpallanachk co csoeu nogpyrou Hlapnu. Kcratu
[ITapnmu — 3T0 Gesasi roBOPsINas KOIIKa. ITO paca Takass — MKCUIB HA3hIBAIOTCS. — OTBETUB Ha
YOUBJIEHHBIN B3/ MYXKYKHEL, [IOSICHUAJIA CUHEBJIaCKa. — A IIOTOM...  yCJIblllIaja KaKy-TO [IECHIO...
W pmanplie HU4Yero He IIOMHIO.

— Mpa, 06bsICHSseIb Thl, KOHEYHO, He 04YEeHb, HO S MOHSI. — [[KMH YKOPU3HEHHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha
CMYTHUBIIYIOCS "Haxoaky". — TOJIBKO B HallleM MUpe Marus Ha3biBaeTcs HeH. A Maru —
II0JIb30BaTeIIMHU HEH. Y HaC TOXKe eCTh Marn4eCckue 3BepH, HO IIPO APAKOHOB 51 He CIIBIIIAJ, XOTS
MoxkeT Ha TeMHOM KOHTHMHEHTe U BOJATCS Ie-Hubynb. — To eCTh TH He 3Haelllb, KakK Thl OKa3anach
3mech? — CKopee pa3MBIIIIAS BCIIYX, YeM CIIpalliiBas YyTBEPAU OPIOHET MOTHpPas IIeTUHY.

— Vry. — JleBouka poOKO KMBHYJA, a IIOTOM €[Ba CJIBIIIHO BCXIUIHYMA. — H-HO S MOYeMy-TO He MOTy
BOCIIO/IL30BAaThCSA Maruei. A ere s HeU3BeCTHO rae, 6e3 enHl U...

— JlapHo. Pa36epemcs. — Tsixkeno B3moxHyn [KuH, yKe IIOHUMast, YTO ellle HaMy4aeTCs C Heu.
BungHo KapMa y Hero Takas...

HakopMuB [IeBOUKY U OTHaB el CBoi mat, [IKKH, cobupasich craTth, 3afymascs 000 Bcel 3TOU
MCTOPUH. BeposaTHOCTE IyTeliecTBOBaTh C BeHAH, OH 0TOpOCUT cpa3y. Bcé-Taku y HETO OBIIO
[IOCTATOYHO BParos, II09TOMY OH [axKe ChiHAa Ha MUTO CIUXxHYJ. A Befb 3TO uaes. A oH Torga
3aMeTCs U3yYeHNeM IT0X0XKUX CIIy4aesB... OT Pa3MHBIIIJIEHUN €0 0TOPBAJ IyM. [IpHOTKPHIB T'1a3a
MYXKUYKMHa II0OCMOTPeEJI Ha TepeMUHAIOIIYI0Cs ¢ HOTY Ha HOTY, 3aKyTaHHYIO B ILTall, BeHau.

— Yero 970 THI? — YOUBUIICA CDpI/IKC, IIPUIIOOHKUMAsACh Ha JIOKTAX. — He JOBEpPseIIb MHe?

IleBOoYKa YOUBJIEHHO ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha HETO:

— Her. IlpocTo... — 3amdach, mmpsya ria3a. — [IpocTo...

— Tak B ueM fien0? — XMypo IouHTepecoBancs. Hy He mo0uI oH, Korma MSIMIHIIH.

— Hy... — ManbIKa 3aKMypHUiach 4, COOpPaBIINCh C OyXOM, Bhilanuna: — f TeMHOTH Ootock! Hy... u
6o10Ch CIaTh OHA. — pa3BeJia CHHEeBJIaCKa PyKaMy, UyTh He YPOHUB IIPX 3TOM ILTall] B KocTep. B
IIOCJIEIHUN MOMEHT II0MMasla, ja U TO - 10 YUCTOU CITy4alHOCTH.

— Kak ThI 00BIYHO TOTIa CIIUINE? — YK€ HoragbiBasiCh 00 OTBETE, MPAYHO CIIPOCHUI TOT.

— C l-mapn... 9M... a MOXKHO S PSIIOM JIATY? — TUXO IIONIPOCHUJIa OHa U ITIOKpacHeNla. — MHe He



6YJIGT TakK CTPAIITHO. HaBepHoe. — He O4YEeHb YBEPEHHO IIPONU3HECIIA Bengu.

— Hy nmapgso. Yto ¢ To6o nenath? JIoxuch. — CMUPHUIICS TOT, BCHOMHUB MHUTO, KOTOpPasi TOYHO
TakKe BO BPeMs I'PO3HI IIpsiTajach Y HEro B KOMHaTe.

Crnpllla Kak 3Ta Xofsdas npobjeMa ycTpanuBaeTcs psgoM, [[KUH IPYCTHO Pa3MBIIIISAII O TOM, Kak
eMy «Be3eT» Ha feTeu. CHavana Murto, notoM I'oH. A npo KauTo faxe BCIOMUHATH HE XOTEJIOCS...
Ox, He falT 6eIHOMY OXOTHUKY CIIOKOWHO 3aHSIThCS PACKOIKaMU...
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