— Bonopo-caH, d CKOJIBKO BpeMEHH OCTaJIOCh OO KOHIIA 3TOT0 Jrama? — BIOPYT 3aMHTEPECOBAJIaCh
Benau. OHa, eciu 4eCTHO, YXKe OaBHO IIOTepsijia CHEeT BPEMEHH.

— Jlymaio, 0KOJI0 COpOKa BOCbMHU C YeM-TO 4acoB. Pacnonaraiicsa. Oxupganue OyoeT OONTUM.

XKpaTh gBa mHSA... MapBe efle 3aMETHO XMYPHUTCS, OTJIIABIBAsCh IT0 CTOpoHaM. Hapony He Tak
y&K ¥ MHOro. [To MEMO Hee B 9TOM Ilelepe HaXOOaTCs ellle AeBSATh YeaoBeK. [1oxkaB mieyamu,
CHHEeB/IaCKa OTXOMOUT K ONuxKailllleir CTeHe U CaguTCs Ha II0J1, IIPUCIIOHSSACH K Hell CuHOM. K Hell TyT
ke nopOeraet [IymuHKa, ToMaxuBas AJIMHHBIM OeJIBIM XBOCTOM.

Copok BoceMb 4acoB — 3T0 ABa AHA. COpoK BoceMb 4acoB — 3T0 2880 MunyT. COPOK BOCEMbB
yacoB — 370 172 800 cekyHf... [lonro... Bonme6HuIla XMypuTCs, Pa3MBIILIIAS O TOM, UTO OHa OymeT
menath Bce 3T0 BpeMsa. COPOK BOCEMb 4aCOB — OY€Hb MHOTO.

Benpu B3pgbixaeT. 2KpaTh, I0X0XKe, U BIPSIMb OOATr0. Ho uHOro BeIXOAa HET. IIylinHKa 4TO-TO
HEeJOBOJILHO OYpYUT, TOCMaTpUBasi Ha CcTosiuero psagoMm bogopo. [leBouke moKa3anock, UM OHa
CMOTPHUT Ha HEro ¢ TaCTPOHOMUYECKHUM HHTepecoM? XBOCTaTas HAfEeTCs, YTO 9TO €M BCETO JIHUIIb
noKa3ajiochk. He xoTenoch OBl OTTaCKUBAThL €€ MIOTOM. Bce XKe... Y HUX HEMHOTO He Te IIPOIIOPIIHH.
Cobauka JIerko 3agaBUT MaJjbIIIKY. [1pu XKelaHUU, KOHEYHO.

BpeMmst MenjieHHO TsIHETCS. YeM-TO OHO HAallOMMHAET XKUOKUN Meq. MoxkeT OBITh CBOeH
TATy4ecThio? HebecHas ellle pa3 3agyMYMBO OCMATPUBAETCS 110 CTOPOHaM. Kaxk[blit U3 yxKe
IIPULIEIINX 3aHUMAeTCs CBOUMHU fiejlaMu. X1UCOKa, HallpUMeD, UTpaeT C KaKUM-To ITapHeM. BipouewM,
[eBOYKA He 3allOMHUJIa HU OOHOro uMeHu KpoMe ['oHa, Kunnya, JIeopuo, Kypanuku u Tommnel. Ax fia,
OHa e1e 3anomuusa bogopo. U [lymunaky. OcTanbHble UMEeHa CepOY BEPEeHUIel CUMBOJIOB IIPOXOOAT
MUMO.

[TogymaB elile HeMHOTO, BeHu pemmiia pa3o6paTh CBOIO CYMKY. Bce paBHO BpeMeHHU HaBajioM. K
TOMY Xe, TaBHO yKe OBbILJIO ITopa MPOBEPUTh CPOK IOJHOCTH HEKOTOPHIX 3€IUM U TPaB. Maro iy,
BIPYT OHU yXKe MPocpodeHsl? OnpeaenuBIINCh C IPHMEPHBIM HallpaBlIeHUEM CBOeU HalbHeuIlIen
IesTeIbHOCTHIO, BOJIIIEOHUIIAa OTKPhI/Ia CYMKY.

[TepBHIMY Ha CBET IOSBUIIUCH TPU TOJIICTHE CTAPUHHBEIE KHUTH B YyTh IIOTEPTHIX TIepelieTax.
«Marust BO3YIITHOTO 371eMeHTa», «Ilene6Hble TPaBHl, MX COCTABH ¥ CBOMCTBa» ¥ « MemuIuHa» —
KPaCHBEIMH M POBHEIMU PYHAMHU CBETHJIMCh HAa3BaHUS Ha 00J10KKaX. BeHOu 3amyM4YuBO
paccMaTpUBaeT UX, BCIOMUHAS, 3a4eM MX TOr{a BooOie ¢ co6oif B3siia. OmHAKO, Ha YM TaK HUYETO U
He UferT.

CremoM MOSIBIISIOTCS HEOOJIBINOe CKIafHOe 3ePKaJblle, pacuecka U HeOOJIbIIOH TaKeTHUK C
Pa3HONBETHRIMHU pe3uHKaMu. [IoToM HebecHast akKypaTHO ITOCTaBHUIIa Ha MOJT HeOOIbIIOH MeIIoueK ¢
Harpamoy 3a 3aJaHue, KOTOpoe OHa Torma B3sma ¢ [Ilapmu u ¢ KOTOporo u motmaia B 3TOT Mup. IToToM
IOCTaeT U3 PIOK3aKa HOXHUIEI ¥ HAOOP [JIs MIUThST ¥ KpaliHe YOUBIEHHO CMOTPUT Ha HUX. Kaxercs,
MaJIkIIIKa He COBCeM ITOHMMAeT, YTO OHU MeNaloT y Hee B CyMKe. BIpoueM, B IyTeIIeCTBUY BCE
IIPUTOIUTCS.



OpHako, IeBOYKY MHTEPECOBAJIO He coBceM 3T0. CBOM HapSObl CHHEBJIACKa pelllniia He OCTaBaTh.
Brpouem, u 6e3 3TOr0 JOCTYII K HY>KHBEIM €H BelfaM OBbIJT OTKPBIT. MapBeslsT akKypaTHO U3BJIeKJIa U3
PIOK3aKa HeCKOJIBKO (DJTaKOHOB C 3eJIbSIMHU M HECKOJIBKO MEIIOYKOB C Ie1e0HEIMU TpaBaMu. K ee
CYacCThIO, Te He OBbITM MOoBpexkaeHbl. OgHAaKO, BCIOMUHAS TOT B3PHIB Ha CEpeuHe IepBOro 3Tamna... Ei
He CTOHUT PafloBaThCs paHbllle BpeMEHH.

— XM... Kauru? — Kaxetcs, bomopo ynusneH. MapBesn KuBaeT, IPOJ0IXKasi BHUMATEIbHO
paccMaTpUBaTh 3€Ibd Ha IBET. — M 4TO Ha HUX HAIIKMCAHO?

— XM? — BeHu yOuBIEHHO CMOTPUT Ha CTapuka, CKJIOHSS T'OJIOBY K IpaBoMy Iiedy. OHa
IeNCTBUTEIbHO yIKUBIeHa. PyHEl Ha 00JI03KKaX OOHU U3 CaMbIX Jerkux B ®uope... — Hy, BOH Ta —
«MenunuHa». A Ta — «lleme6GHble TPaBhl, X COCTABHEI U CBOMCTBa». A Ta... Ta — «MudHI U 1€TeHIbI».

IeBouKa pellnia HUYEro He TOBOPUTH PO HACTOsIIIee Ha3BaHWe KHUTH U Maruio. Majo 1 Kakas
Yy MECTHHIX KHUTeJIell MOXKeT OBITh peakIls Ha CJI0BO «Marus». [la u BooOie... Hago ke ObITh
OCTOpPOXKHeM. BOpyr, oHa KOe-4To MOHUMAET.

— Bopopo-caH, a BH MOXeTe IPOYUTAaTh 3T CUMBOJIE? — aKKypaTHO CIIpalliBaeT CHHEBacKa,
BHUMATEJILHO IJISIS Ha CTapuKa. TOT KayaeT rojoBoyd. — XM... ITO CTPaHHO.

[TymrHKa 'POMKO BOET-TSIBKAeT. boJopo BHUMATEIbHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee U KayaeT I'0JI0BOM:

— Her... Bce ke y Te0st HACTOSIIUY TAlaHT OTKAIBIBATD... TOJOOHEIE SK3EMITJISPHL.

— IToyemy? 4 ke ToBOpIO, 4TO 3TO cobauka! MoxeT, HEMHOTO CTpallHeHbKas... Ho oHa Takas
Mmusasi! — BeHau uckpeHHe o0ukKaeTcs, Kpenko o0HUMas co0ayky 3a 11er0. Ta JOBOIBHO BUTISIET
XBOCTOM.

— Ara... Hapelocs, oHa He OyHeT HaMu yKHHATh? — Bomopo yxmelnseTcs. A Mapsesn o0ukKeHHO Ha
HEr0 CMOTPHUT:

— He 6yner. Eif Henb3s eCTh BpeHOe.
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Tem BpemeHneM B Ouope...

— BnuH. TyT ee HeT... — Hally pacCTpoeHHO B3[00XHYJI, 3aKUAbIBasl PyKu 3a rojosy. ['opon 3a ero
crnuHou neinan. 3anoMuute! He crout 3nuthk Canamanpapa. He ctout. Hukorpma v He mpy KaKux
obcTosTeNnsCTBaxX. Ecnu xoTuTe XKUTh... He Hago.

— Hary, Hy Kak Tak MOXHO OBLIO... — TSI2KeJ0 B3pbIxaeT JItocu ¥ KayaeT ronoBoil. Hapg ee romoBoi



NOSIBNISIETCS Kamisd. — ¢, KOHEeYHO, IOHUMAl0, Thl AyMaJsl, 4YTo BeHOu B 3TOM TEMHOU TUIbAUU U OBII
O4YeHb 3071, HO... Hy>KHO XO0Th HEMHOT'0O KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh cuiy! I'peii, a TH 4ero pxems?! Tel, MexXOy
IPOYUM, HUYYTh He JIyyle!

— A cama-T0?! — HeIOBOJIbHO XMbIKaeT OPIOHET, CKPeIBasi PyK: Ha Tpyau. — Mexkay NpOYuM, ThI
Oblya gaxe 3nee Hac. Ha MrHOBeHUE MEI flaxke Te0sl UCIIYTaluCh...

— Yro? I'oBopu 3a cebs! — BosmyTuncs [Oparuun. ®ynnbacTep Ha 3TO JIUIIL XMBIKHYJT U ITOKa4all
TOJIOBOU.

— JIrocu cTpamHas... — ¢ OPOXKbIO B rOJI0CE TOBOPUT XOIIIHX, B3JIeTas IOBLIIIE. 3aKIMHATEIbHULIA
CMOTPHUT Ha HEro0 OYeHb BHUMATENIbHBEIM B3TNIsIA0M. [T0X0XKe, KOIaky ceidac mpunetuT. K cyacThio
MKCH[a, NEeBYIIKY OTBIEKaeT Jp3a.

— BepHo. JItocy, s HUKOTHa He AyMara, 4yTo Thl Moxelrb 0bTh HACTOJIBKO cunbHoit. — Bromnoce
TruTaHUY 3By4YUT HaCTOAIlee yBaxkeHUe. XapT@enusa 4yTh CMYIIEeHHO pa3BOOUT pyKaMmu. Eif HEMHOTO
CTHIIHO. COBCEM UyTh-UyTh.

— Tak, 4TO y Hac TaM Jajbllle 10 CIUCKY? — 3aAyMuYKBO CIIpalirBaeT ['pel, obpamasce K
OCTaJIbHbIM.

— Hy, II0CJIE€ TOTr'0, KaK MEI IIPOYEIIeM BCE€ TEMHEIE TUJIBIUN... — Ha 3aJJHEM IIJIaHE pa3gaeTCd TUXUU
CTOH. A OTOM TpOMKPIIZ B3PEIB. KaxeTcs, K CTOHYIIIEMY COYYBCTBUEM HE IIPOHUKIIUCH. — Hanbie y
HacC II0 CIIMCKY OOJIZKEH OBLITH Jponac.

— JlagHo, Bo3BpalllaeMcs B THJIbAXIO. 3[IeCh BCe PAaBHO yKe 3aKOHUMIIM, — CIIOKOWHO F'OBOPUT
CKapIeTT, BHUMATEBHO OTJISIIHIBASICh TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— BepHo.
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[Tpomiyo HeCKONIBKO YacoB. Bemu cHOBa OBIIM aKKypaTHO CI0KEHHl B PIOK3aK. BeHOu yxe ycnena
OCMOTPETh TPABHl U 3€JIbsl Ha MIPUTOOHOCTh. MTOTH, KCTaTh, OBUIM BeChMa HEIIoxXuMu. [IouTu Bce
TPaBBI OBUIM TPUTOOHEL. TOIBKO OHA UCIIOPTUIACE, HO B 3€JThe OHA CMOXKET 00peCTH BTOPYIO XKU3Hb.
A BOT C 3embsiMu OBIIO YYTh XyKe. OHU... TO JTU UCIIOPTHUIIUCH, TO JIX HET.

Kak Takoe MoxeT ObITH? MapBeJul ToXe He 3Hasla, HO... ECIM UX pe3Ko Ky[a-ToO BEUIUTH UJTU
BOOOIIIe BCTPSIXHYTH, OyIeT B3PHIB. A BOT €C/IU feflaTh BCe aKKypaTHO... Y HUX laxke CBOMCTBa He
TIOMEHSIJIUCE.

3a TO BpeMs, IOKa OHa pa30upara CBOU BelllW, B Iellepy 3allljIo ellfe HeCKOJIbKO YeJIOBEK.
OpHako, pebsT Bce elre He ObIT0. BeHnu Havyama HepBHUYATh. OHA ITOJyMara, YTO OHU 3abITyIUITHCh.



IToToM, 4TO OHH, BO3MOXKHO, HE IIPpUAOyT. Ho o Takom utore OyMaTh HE XOTEeJIOCh. I'me-To B FJ'IY6I/IHe
OyIon CHHEBIIaCKa Onlna YBE€PEHA, YTO C HUMH BC€ B IIOPsAOKE. A cBoeit WHTYULUKY OEeBOYKa JOBEPsIIa
BCerpga.

OuepenHas KaMeHHad MJIMTa Me[jIeHHO ogHuMaeTcsa. Ha 3ToT pa3 3a Hell CTOUT KaKOU-TO
OrenHbIM TapeHb ¢ 00e3bsTHOM Ha Iede. Ta TO ¥ Aefio MOICKAaKUBaET, pa3pe3ast TUIIMHY CBOUMU
TPOMKUMH KpuKamu. [IylIMHKa pe3K0 BCKaKWBaeT, HauMHas BHUMATEJIbHO IPHUHIOXUBAThCA. Hy, unu
YTO TaM MOXKHO [Ie/TaTh, €CNIA y TeOsT OTCYTCTBYeT caMa Mopaa. JK3aMeHAaTop 00BSBIISIET 110 'POMKOM
CBSI3U MM 3TOT0 YeJloBeKa. A ellle 3aTpayeHHOe BpeMs — TPUALATh ISATh YaCOB TPUALIATh MUHYT. A
emie Homep — 15.

O6e3bsiHa CHOBA I'POMKO KPUYHUT, IPUHUMASICh KOPYUTh POXKHU cobake. Ta HETOBOJILHO PHIYUT,
Maxas 6ebIM XBOCTOM. BeHu OBICTPO YTO-TO IIeNYeT, CTapasiCh YCIOKOUTh IlymuukKy. OgHAKO TaKas
TaKTHKa IIJIOXO0 lefcTBYeT Ha cobaky. KaxeTcs, 006e3bsiHe HPpaBUTCSI JOCTaBaTh ee. [1o KpaliHe
Mepe, OHa OTKYyZa-TO AOCTaeT HeOOoIbIIoN KaMellleK 1, XOPOIIeHbKO IIPUIIeNIUBILKCD, IIIBLIPSET B
cobaxy.

A B crenyrommi MOMEHT UCITYTaHHO BU3KUT — KaMeHb II0TIaJl IPSIMO B YePHOE ISTHO U
pacTBOPUJICA B YEPHOTE, Ha NpOIjaHbe TUXOHBKO OyNIbKHYB. HebecHast HepBHO xuxuKaeT. Takoe C
Hel BIepBbie. BripoueM, MOTOM e CTAHOBUTCS He [0 9TOro. [IyImrHKa CPEIBAETCSI C MECTa C SIBHBIM
raCTPOHOMHYECKUM HaMEpPEHUEM IEPEKYCUTh MapTHIIKOM. [Toxoxke, 06e3bssHa OKOHYATEIILHO €€
IoBena.

— [lyummuKa, HeT!!! — McIyraHHO KPUYUT CUHEBJIACKa, T00eKaB CIIefIoM.

MapTHIIKa TPOMKO BU3XKHUT, HauMHas y0eratb ot cobaku. [IymmHKa, mpecnenys o0e3bsHy, cummbaeT
C HOT X03s1Ha 9TOM caMoii 06e3bsHEL. TOT BOIIUT TAK, CJIOBHO €My II0JI Tefla oTTsmanu. Kopoue,
Becesbe HauvHaeTcd... — Hy Henp3g! KoMy ckazana!!!

Cobaka 71erko HacTuraet OerNIgHKY U IPUXKKUMAaeT ee Janoil K 3emne. Tak, 4ToOH 00e3bsiHa
HHU4ero cebe He IOBpeAUsa. A IOTOM HEJOBOJIHO PHIKAET el B JIUIO U CIIOKOWHO OTXONUT, OCTaBJIAS
MapTHILIKY IPUXOAUTD B ce0s IOCIe IePeXRKUTOro oKa. [IymrHKa CIIOKOMHO Tof0eraeT K
BoNmeOHUIlE, KOTOpasl 00IeTYeHHO B3AbIXaeT U HEJJOBOJIBHO KadaeT I'0JI0BOM, HaUWHAasA YTO-TO TUXO
00BsICHATEL cobake. Ta mpuXKuMaeT yuIu K royioBe. KaxeTcs, 4yBCTBys ce0si BUHOBATOM.

— TBos 3Beprora Halaja Ha MOero HeC4aCTHOIO Apyra! — Bo3MyIeHHO roBopuT Commu. Tak,
KaxXeTcs, ero 30BYT.

— Boob6ime-To, [TymurHKa TONBKO 3aIluinanach. HyKHo ydiie ClIeguTh 3a CBOMMH... APY3bIMU. —
O6unenachk 3a noapyry Beumu. — U BooOite, I1ymmrHKa, 0THai uM KaMeHb Hal3ap)!

YepHoe NATHO 3a0ypJIKIIO U OTTy/Ia Ha II0JI yIas abCoM0THO cyxoil KameHb. OGe3bsiHa CHOBa
MCIYTaHHO BU3XKUT, IPSYach Ha IIeye X035KUHa.



— 910 MOHCTp! — rpoMKo BomuT COMMH.

— He npaBpa! 910 — cobauka! — Bo3MyTuIach MapBes, Kpernko o0XBaThBasi CIIyTHUILY 3a Iet0. Ta
OOBOJILHO 3aBHUJISIJIa XBOCTOM.
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