IlanbHelIIee mepeaBruKeHNe II0 TEMHBIM KOPUAOPaM IPOXOAUIIO yKe ropa3fo xusee. [1o
KpaliHel Mepe, Ha IeBOUKY HUKTO He Hamapasn. Hy, a ecnu 0wl Hamas, To [IymuHKa cMorya Obl
3alUTUTE ee. XM... MoXeT, 103TOMy HUKTO U He Haman?

Bennu mymarna o pe0siTax, KOTOPHEIX BCTpeTua B 9ToM Mupe. OHa Hafiesdnach, YTO ¥ HUX BCe
xopoio. Hy unu, mo KkpaliHel Mepe, HOpMabHO. MOXKET, OHU y2Ke MPOIIIKA 3TO UCIIEITaHue? Mnu
HeT? UTo oHM OenaioT? Co BpeMEHEM ee MBICJIU TIePENOI3Iu Ha runbanuio B ®uope. Kak oHU
BOCIIPUHSIIM ee NC4Ye3HOBeHUE? Celiyac OHM, HaBEPHOE, B IPOCTU. YTO OHU [eJaloT? MapBenn
MCKpeHHe Hajessach, YTO He pa3pyllaloT CTpaHy.

[TymmHKa rioyxo BoeT. CHHEBNIacKa 3aMUpaeT Ha MecTe, Hallpsarasich BceM TejioM. 1o kopupmopy
pasmarTcs Tuxue maru. OHM MOYTH He CHBIIIHEL. Eciiu OBl He ee OCTPHIM CTyX, MaJIbIIIKa He CMOTrIa
Ol ux ycrbiiath. HeT, maxe He Tak... Eciu Ov He [IylInHKa, a y2Ke II0OTOM OCTPHIHM ciyX, MapBesn
Tak OBl HUYETro U He yClbillana. BepHee, mpocTo He ob6paTuna Okl BHUMaHUS.

I[To BceM 3aKOHAM TAKOr0 KaHpa, Kak (uIbMH y:KacoB, BeHnu momkHa Oblyla IBUHYTHCS B
CTOPOHY ILITyMa, APOKaIlXM rOJI0COM BHIKJIIMKAs 3TOT0 YejioBeKa. Hy unu KTo oH TaM... Bpouewm,
HeGecHas He Oblyla 3HaKOMa C 9TUM KaHPOM. FIMEHHO TI03TOMY OHa 3aMHPAET Ha MeCTe,
TIPUCIIOHSSICh K CTeHe CruHOM. [IpaBUIbHO. A TO elre KTO-HUOYIb CO CIIMHBI TOAKPameTcs. MapBest
3afepKUBAET [bIXaHNE, aKKYPATHO YCIIOKAuBasi CIYTHHUKA MOTJIaKUBaHUEM.

Ilaru 3aTuxaioT. [JeBOYKa eJie CILIIIHO OHIMUAT Yepe3 pa3. Ei oueHs cTpaltHo. OHa IOHUMAET,
YTO Ha MEeCTe JIyullle He 0CTaBaThCs, HO IIEPECUIUTh ce0sl U UATH B CTOPOHY IlyMa BoJlieOHUIIa He
MoxerT. [lymnHKa gepraeTcs U IJIyX0 PBIUYUT, KOTga KTO-TO AeJlaeT elre napy maros. [loueMy-To 3ByK
[oJIy4aeTcs IUlenamuM. Byaro... KTO-TO THIKaeT MOKPOU TPAIKOU B IO/, Mu... KTO-TO XOOUT B
nacTtax. [llaru cHOBa 3aMUpaoT.

XBocTaTasi HUKOTIa He X0TeJla CTaTh repouHei GpuibMoB yxkacoB. K ToMy ke, OHa HEMHOTO
yMHee uXx. [IeBoYKa IIpPeKpacHO IIOMHUT, YTO Ha3ay 0exkaTh OeCI0Ie3HO0, IIOTOMY YTO TaM IEPEKPHIT
mpoxof. K ToMy Xke, ToBOpaYuBaThCS CIIMHOM K HEM3BECTHOMY CYIIIECTBY BEPX UOUOTU3MA.

[IInematomuii 3ByK moBTOpsieTcs. [IyIIMHKA CPHIBAETCS C MECTa, KUasiCh Ha MEJIbKHYBIIIYIO
YepHYIO TeHb. BeHOU OTKphIBaeT POT, COOMPAsICh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO MOJTYUT. ['OBOPUTH, B IIPUHIIUIIE,
6eccmreiciienHO. CobauykKa JOBOIBHO Mog0eraeT K Hel, Tallla 3a co00# 4el-To 60TUHOK. MapBen
HUCKpPEeHHe HaJgeeTcCs Ha TO, YTO er0 XO3SHWH XKUB. YXK JIy4Ile 0CTaThcs 6e3 00yBH, 4YeM CTaTh KOPMOM
IJIST CTOJIb MHJIOTO... CYIIecTBa. [1eBOYKY MydaeT BOIIPOC, KeM SIBISIeTCS X035UH 00TuHKa. OH —
9K3aMeHaTOpP UJIA UCIBITYEeMBbIN?

BmpoueM, ¢ gpyro¥ CTOPOHHL GBII0 OB TIyTIO, eciiy Obl 9K3aMEHATOP MONAJICS B COGCTBEHHYIO
JIOBYIIIKY.

Bomnme6HuIla BEIOEIXAET U UAET fasblie. Efl He HpaBUTCS IIJIOX0 OCBEIEHHbIN Kopumop. He
HpaBUTCS [aBsilias TUIIMHA. He HpaBUTCS OllyIlleHNe CIeXKKH. BripoueM, ©HOTO BHIGOPa Y MaIbIIIKA
¥ HeT. XBOCTaTas TO ¥ Oefi0 B3AparuBaeT, OTIAAbIBasICh 10 CTOPOHaM. Eif 04eHb HEeyIOTHO, HO
MapBesn mTpogosKaeT UATH. XOTS... BHIOOPa-TO Y Hee u HeT. OuepemHON TOBOPOT, KOTOPHIH



3aKaHYUBaeTCS HeOOJILIION TEMHOM KOMHATKOH.

[To Heu pa3garoTcs TUXMe IIard. BeHau CTOUT Ha MeCTe, He pellasiCh ABUHYThCI. B KOOHKax
pa3maeTcs rpoOMKOe IIWIeHue, Toe Koe-Kak MPOPLIBAalOTCS CIIOBa:

— IIBeps, KOTOpas psigoM c ToOOM, 3aKpeITa. [JoCTaHeIlb K04 — Ipougens. K04 B 9To# KOMHATe.
Wmu ero. Bpemenu y Tebst octanoch 50 9acos.

— Kimog? K-KaKoii KJTi04? — pacTepsiHHO CIIpalliiBaeT CUHEBJacKa, HO Oe3ycnelnHo. KonoHku
IIPOMIOJIZKAIOT IIUIIETh, HE Pafysl ee TOJI0COM 3K3aMeHaTopa. Bumumo, eMy He UHTEPeCHO HabmogaTh
3a Hen. — Kumtod... [locTtaTh?

[TymmHKa TIyX0 PHIYUT, BCTONOPIIUB IepcTh. OHa npurubaeTcs K caMoMy IIOJTy, IPUXKUMas YIIu
K TOJI0OBe. MapBesyl pacTepsiHHO CMOTPUT Ha Hee. BAPYr, B KOMHaTe BCIBIXMBAET CBET, HA MTHOBEHUE
JIUIIas IeBOYKY BO3MOXKHOCTH BUIETh. A KOTHa 3peHue BO3BpalllaeTcs, BOJIIeOHHITA UCITYTaHHO
BCKPUKHUBAET, llIapaxasich Ha3al. Bech 11071 KOMHATH 3aHUMAIOT 3Meu. [IpuyemM, Kakue 3Men!
Kaxetcs, aTo [llnopckue KOOPE — CMEPTEIbHO SIOBUTEIE 3MEH [IJIs YeJIoBeKa. Bpome o Hux
ynoMuHas [IXKuH.

— O-ONTUMHCTUYHO... I KaK MHE HOCTaTh KJII0Y? — PACTEPSHHO CIIPAIIMBAET MaJsIbIIIKa, 3aTyMUYHBO
paccmaTtpuBas HeOOJIbIIOEe YIIyOIeHue B MOy, Te U JIEKUT UCKOMBIH IpeaMeT. Bce OB HUYEro, HO
BOKPYT HETr0 CBEPHYJIOCh KAK MUHUMYM CeMb 3Mei. Y Kak UM TONbKO He TecHO? KcTaTu, BOpyT
IeBOYKa BCIIOMMHAET €IIle ITPO OOHY Bellb... IIsThaecsaT 4acoB? YTO-TO OHA HOBOJILHO JOJITO XOOHUT II0
3TUM KOpHUAopaM. A Takoe OIIyIIeHKe, YTO TOJIBKO TpU Yaca. Hpa... 3aragka.

HeMmHoro nomyMaB, Berpau permuia qo6paThCs O0 KiT04a 1Mo HeOOJbIINM YUCTHIM ISTHBIIIIKAM
10JIa, THe 10 KAaKUM-TO IPUYMHAM 3Mel He 0b110. OcTaBamoch TOIBKO HAOesIThCS Ha CBOIO
yIa4JIMBOCTh U Ha TO, UTO 3MeU He OyAyT pearupoBaTh Ha ee IepeMeleHus. A elle Ha To, 4YTo, B
CIydae 4ero, OHa He OTPaBUTCS.

[TepBhIli CKAYOK MOTYYHUIICS YOAuyHBIM. [10o KpaliHel Mepe, B3MaxHyB PyKaMH, BoJIIIeOHUIIa
CMOrJ1a yaepaTh paBHOBeCHe Ha ogHOM Hore. C3aay pa3pacs UCIyraHHBIM TABK, OgHAKO [IymuHKa
ocTajach Ha MecTe. 3a 3T0 Bennu Owinia 61aromapHa cobake. Hy, unmu KTo oHa TaM. Cremyromuii
IIPBIXKOK TIONTYYHUIICS MeHee ymauyHbeIM. OIHAKO0, Ha 9TOT pa3 BojIe0HNUIIa BCe XKe yaepxkKanach Ha
Horax. K cYacThio {71 IeBOYKH, CIIeTYIOLUIEr0 MPhKKA He Ob110. HyKHO OBITIO MTPOCTO MEPECTYIIUTD C
HOTHY Ha HOTy. bjaro, cocefHue 4uCThe y4aCTKU OBUIM HEe TaK JajieKo APYyT OT Apyra.

Mapsgenn 3aMepiia, KOT[la OgHa 3Mes IOgHsIa IojioBy. BripoueM, elf, KaxeTcs, ObIIO He [0
cuHeBnacku. [1o KparHell Mepe 3Mesl 3ayM4nBO ITIOCMOTPeNla Ha Hee U CHOBa CIIpsTanachk. BeHau
CHOBA HeJlaeT HeOOJIbIION MPHIKOK. [10 K/TIo4a ykKe HeMHOro. CHOBa aKKYpPaTHBIN IMPBIXKOK. U elre
omuH. U eme omuH. BoT Temeps XBocTaTas CTOUT PSIAOM C yriiyOjeHreM, pacTepssHHO Habmonas 3a
3MEesIMH.

Te TeHUBO MWHUIIAT, CKPYYHUBAsCh TYTHMHU KOJIbIIaMU PsimoM ¢ KimtoyoM. HebGecHast momyut. OHa
IIPOCTO He 3HAET, YTO CKa3aTb. Me[JIeHHO U aKKypaTHO BO/IIeOHUIIa OITyCKaeTCs Ha KOPTOYKH,



HauWHAas TSHYTHCS K KJIIOYY B IOMBITKAX €T0 B3sATh. BOpyr, ogHa u3 3Mel 00BUBAaeT BOKPYT ee
3aMSICThsI, 3aCTABIISAS IeBOYKY 3aMepeTh. MapBeJll MKaeT U eJie CHBIIIHO MUILIUT OT yKaca. Yepe3
ISITh MUHYT 3MesI CHOBa pacciiabiseTcsl ¥ HeIOBOJIbHO IIUITUT, aKKYPAaTHO CIT0/I3ast 00paTHO B
yriny6neHue. BeHou MenIeHHO PacIpsMIseTCs, YyBCTBYs 00/b B MEIIIIaX U crinHe. OHa He BEPUT
CBOeMY cyacThio. OfUH OBICTPHIM PHIBOK M K104 CXBadeH. Temneps HYXKHO ellle fo6paThcsi 00paTHO.

Ha aToT pa3 myTh ObIT He TAKUM IIPOCTHIM. 3MeHU, Ka3aI0Ch, 3aMETUIIH ee IPUCYTCTBHE, CTapasiCh
KaXK[ble HECKOJIbKO CEKYH]I MEHSITh TOYKY CBOET0 HaxoxkaeHus. [103ToMy epeiBUTraThCs, KOTaa y
Te0s 1o HoraMy IIOCTOSTHHO IT10J13al0T, CTAHOBUJIOCh TOPa3/0 CII0XKHEee. YKe ITOYTH Ha BHIXOfIe,
IIUKOJIOTKY BOMIIeOHUIIE 00BUIa KaKas-To 3Mes. [JeBouKe IIPUILIOCh CTOSITh Ha OMHOM MeCTe YyTh
JIY He TPUALATh MUHYT, YTOOHI Ta HAKOHEI] OTIIYCTHJIA €€ ¥ BEPHYIAch K CBOMM coOpaThcsi. HakoHer,
ele OIMH MPHIKOK ¥ CHHEBJIacKa PsAaoM c IlymmmaKkoi. Ta TpeTcs o ee 60K, 37100HO IIUIIS Ha 3MEH.
BrpoueMm, Te 0TBe4YarOT cofake B3aUMHOCTHIO.

K mocape MambIIKH, KJTI0Y He TMTOAXOOUT K 3aMKy. BepHee, OH MOAXOMUII, HO €My ITIOCTOSIHHO YTO-TO
Melrano. BripoueM, aToro ObIJIO JIETKO 0XKUAaTh. Bce Xke... ecnu OB BCe 0Ka3aioCh UMEHHO TaK, TO
3TO0 OBIJTO GBI CTMIIKOM ITPOCTO. [leBOYKa MOJTUMT, BHUMATEIbHO paccMaTpuBas ero. OHa yxKe XoTena
IOCAMIMBO B3MOXHYTh, KOTMla BHE3AIIHO 3aMeTHIa OJHY CTPaHHYIO Belb. O0e CTOPOHBI KiTio4a ObITu
IIPAKTAYEeCKN OOUHAKOBLIMU. [I0YTH, IOTOMY YTO C OHOM CTOPOHBI Obiyia HeOobIlasi BHIEMKA, a C
OPYrol — aKKypaTHBIM Hagpe3 B BULE 3BE3[HL.

[TogymaB u peuIuB Bce ke Mompo6oBaTh, MapBesl aKKypaTHO ITepeBepHYyIa K04 ApyTron
CTOPOHOY U CHOBa BCTaBUJIa ero B 3aMOK. Ha 3TOT pa3 ki1to4 nogouesn. Pa3mancs akKypaTHBII
IIeJTY0K ¥ ABEPh IPUOTKPHLIACh. BeHOU 0CTOPOXKHO BBHITJISHY/IA U3-3a OBEPH, C YIUBIEHUEM
oOHapyXKrBas 3a Hel... TTIyXylo KaMeHHY10 cTeHy. Ho He ycrnerna cuHeBlacKa A0 KOHIla PaCTepsiThCS,
KakK IUINTa Hayajia MeJIeHHO TIOOHUMAaThCS. 3a Hel XBocTaTas 0O0HapyzKuia O0/IbIIyi0 KOMHATY, THe
HaXOOUJIUCh HEKOTOPBIE 3K3aMeHYIOLUecs.

Bomnme6HuIla pemuTeNbHO MIarHyla B KOMHATY (BepHee, 3a/1), 0CMaTpHBasCh II0 CTOPOHAM.
Kunnya, I'ona, Jleopuo u Kypamnuku moka He Obi10. 9T0 paccTpouno. Ho feBodka UCKpeHHE
Hafles/1ach Ha TO, YTO OHHU BCe Ke MPOUAYT [0 TOr0, Kak BpeMs KOHYUTCS. C3aau pa3pmalcs 3ByK
3aKpeIBLIEHCS MIKUTH. Ho MapBesn He ycresna pa3BepHYThCS, IIOTOMY YTO ee ciIudiia ¢ HOT
[Iymuuka. KctaTty, ecnu yectHO, [lylinHKa — coBCeM He mnyirHKa. OHa JOBOJIBHO IIPUIMYHO BECUT.

— IlpeTtenpeHT mog HoMepoM 204 — BeHOu MpuIllia AecsaTor. 3aTpadeHHOe BpeMS — OBaAllaTh TPU
Yaca ABeHaAlaTh MUHYT.

— Oxkett! T'opa3pgo nydiie, 4eM s fymMaja. — PafoCTHO ynbIOHYTachk BomieOHUIa, PACILIHIBASICH B
MmuUpoKou yneibke. U mpaBpa... Ecnu 4ecTHO, cuHeBIacKa AyMaia, YTO pUaeT BooOIie mocaeqHe.
Hpa... Eit cerogHs mpsaMo Be3eT. BripoueM, eCiy BCIIOMHUTD BCe ee NMIPUKIIYEHUS C TUIIbANEH,
Be3eHHe JOIKHO CKOPO 3aKOHUMTHCSA. OHO HUKOTOa HafoJIro He 3afiepKUBaioCh C XBOCTATHIMMU.

— Oro! Tak THI BCe-TaKu IpOIIa... — pa3fascs Haj Hel 3HAaKOMBIY rojoc. BeHOu B3IpOrHyia u
Pe3K0 TOBEePHYJIach, YBUAEB 3a co00H... bomopo. [IymnHKa riyxo 3apbluaia, IpHUKUMasich K 60Ky
pactepsiHHOM Mapseii. — Tsl OTKOIIana J0BOJIBHO CTPAIIHOE... CYIIECTBO.



— He obuxaiite ITymuuky! 310 cobauka! — obunenack HebecHast, Kpernko oOHUMas CIIYTHUITY 3a
mrero. Ta 3aBUIIsIa ATUHHBIM XBOCTOM.

— OM... He ckasasn OBl... — CTapUK 3alyMuXlBO PacCMaTpUBaJl YePHYIO ALIPY BMECTO MODPIL JaHHOU
«cobauku». OH maxe He OB YBEPEH B TOM, UTO 3TO — XKKBOe CyIIecTBO. CKopee, JaHHBIN 3K3EMILISIP
HalloMHuHa cOeXaBIINUY SKCIepUMEHT U3 1abopaTopuy KaKoro-HUOyAb 37I0T0 Y4EHOTO.

— Bopopo-caH, a CKOJTbKO BpEMEHU OCTaJI0Ch 0 KOHIIA 3TOT0 3Tama? — BAPYT 3aUHTEPECOBasach
Benpnu. OHa, ecjix 4eCTHO, y2Ke JaBHO IOTepsijia CYeT BDEMEHH.

— Jlymaro, 0KOJI0O COPOKA BOCHMH C YeM-TO 4acoB. Pacmonaraiics. Oxupnanue OymeT DOITHUM.
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