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— IloBeneBato, C 3TOr0 MOMEHTA Thl — IIPEMbEP-MUHUCTP MOe uMnepuu. Temneps ke coenait BCE,
YTO B TBOUX CHJIaX, HaObl IPUBECTH CTOJUIY K MOPSOKY».

— Ila, BaIe BeIu49eCTBO».

[Tocne Toro, Kak cyn Hag Cuocom 3aKOHUYMIICS, MapKu3 [lapeH moceTun uMIepaTopa ¢ JOKIafoM.
U PatiMmoHA mocTaBua Mapku3a [lapeHa Ha MECTO IIPeMbeP-MUHUCTPA.

HukTO He youBUIICS TAKOMY IIOBOPOTY.

— Kak 00CcTosT menna co BTOPHIM IIPUHIIEM?»

— OdunuanbHOe 3asiBIeHNE COCTaBIeHO. BCé OymeT B COOTBETCTBUY C I'padrKOM. MBI 3aBTpa ke
00BSIBUM BTOPOTO IIPHHIIA HACJIeIHUKOM ITPECTOJIa».

— Kaxkoe-To BpeMs oBOpsiHE MOXKYKXKaT 06 3ToM. Xopoiro 05, YT00 BCE MPOILIO 6e3 ITPOCUETOBY.
— M&I coenaeM Bce, YTO B HAIIIUX CHJIAX».

— Jlagao. Pa6oTe! y Te6st OymeT MHOTO, TaK YTO CTyIam».

Korga mapku3 ITapeH TOIBKO IOKHUHYI KaOUHET, SIBUJICS CIIyTa.

— Cup. T'epuor [Ipya CpOYHO IIOIIPOCHUII O BCTPEYE».

— Tepror Opya?»

PsiimoHL HAaXMypHUIICS.

[Tocnepgusas aynueHnud ¢ [lpya Opolia He CIUIIKOM XOPOIIO.

Bmo6aBok PatiMoH[ 3HAJ, 4TO 3TO [I2KepeMu Iocast JJUIi KOMIIPOMAT, TOXOPOHUBIHH Croca.

Takoro pofia CBUETENbCTBa MOTJIM OBITH COOPaHBI TOBKO OBIBIIMM repiioroM [Ipya, KTo Ol IOBSI3aH
¢ Mapku3oM CrocomM.

XO0Ts1 OH 3TO 3HAJI, TOT IIPOCTO 3aKPHLI I'Jla3a, IPUTBOPUBIIUCE Ileper JJIIu.

Ho Bor [IxxepeMu mpuiles Cronaa.

PaiiMoHAY myManock, TOT OygeT CULETh TUXO KaKOe-TO BpeMsl.

Y KOHeYHO ke TepIor 3HaJl, YTO UMIIepaTop A0TafaeTcs O [0Ka3aTelbCTBaX, IPUOIBIINX C JJIJIH.
— Yto mpukaxeTe?»

— Benu ero cioga».

— Ia, cup».



Bckope B kabuHeT Bolen repior [Ipya.

— [IpusetcTByio Bame Benuuyectso UMmnepartopa, Conune UMnepun».
— BcraBan».

PsyiMOH[ cripocur, THsAAsS Ha BCTABIIETO JIKepeMu:

— Yro ¢ TOOOM MPUKITIOYUIIOCH, YTO THl TAaK BHE3AITHO?»

—4d X049y BaM KO€-4TO JOJIOKUTh. Hepen 9THM 4 IIPOIIY BAC OTIIYCTUTH IIPUCIIYTY, Ballle
BEJIN4YECTBO».

[Togo3peHus 3apoXaaauch B PaiMOHAE IPU BUAE 9TOU XOOsI4elr 3aragku.

OH GpoCHII B3TJISIA Ha TBOPEIKOTO.

[TocnegHui BEIBEJI BCIO IIPUCIIYTY BOCBOSICH.

— Tak B uéM Xe [OeJI0 COCTOUT?»

— 4 Koe-4TO Halllesl B TAHOM XpaHUJIUILE MOET0 OTLa».

— CHOBa IIOOHOTOTHAS Ha HEero?»

— Her. [Ien0 nHOE, HO OTTOr0 He MeHee BaXHO. [109TOMy 5 ¥ JOBeJ ero 4o Balllero BeJIudecTBa».
— HHoe?»

BmecTo oTBeTa [IxKepeMu BBHIJIOKUII OymMary Ha CTOJI.

— 9T0...»

PaiiMoHA oTIaTHYICS OT OyMaru, Korga yBuaen u3obdpaxkeHre Ha TOM.

Benb TaM OB OOMyHL,.

Ha pucyHke TOT OBIJT MOJIOKE, YEM Celyac, HO 3TO OMHO3HAYHO OBIT DAMYHL.

C 4ero BOpyT TYT OPTPET IIePBOT0 IIPUHIIA?

[TepBEIf TPUHIL BOCCTAHET U B OyAyIeM csmeT Ha TPoH? OTOMCTUT MHe 3a Mapku3a Cuoca?

TakoBa Oblia ero MUMOJIeTHasE MbICTTh. OH ITOCMOTpEN Ha [[KepeMu, HaXOMs ITPOUCXOsIIee
a0CypIOHBIM.

— YT0 3TO eIé 3HAYUT?»
— IMTocMmoTpuTe Ha3af, Ballle BEJIHYECTBOY.
— Hazag?»

PaiiMoHn mepeBepHy N OyMary, yCiblinaB ciioBa [[xkepeMu, 1 OCTEPBEHE], KOTfla YBUEel HallucaHHoe
M.



TauiBUH OrpuTa.

3HAKOMOE UMsI, KOTOPOe OH He 3a0bin OBl 0 CaMOM CMEPTH.

To GbisT eT0 CBOLHBIM GpaT, KOMY OH Iepepe3a’l ropJo.

— Ilouemy 3m€ech 3TO UMA?»

— 4 cam He Bepalo, HO... [IopTpeT ¢ uMeHeM OblI 00HAPYXKEH B XPAHUJIUIIIE MOET0 OTIIa».
II>KepeMu TOBOPHJI 04€Hb OCTOPOIKHO.

— W 5 ... HE OyMalo, 4TO 3TO OBIIO IPOCTO TAK».

[TepBhI¥ TPUHI] ¥ UM MEPTBOTO IIPUHIIA.

HuxkTOo He MOT rajaTh, HACKOIBKO PaiiMoOHT Pa3031IUTCA B TOT MOMEHT, €CJIM YBUIUT UX CBA3dHHBIMHA
BMeECTE.

ToT Mor Befib TOIIPOCTY CXBAaTUTHLCS 3a Med ¥ yOUTh DIMyHAa Ha MeCTe.
Bce 3Hanu, Kak cunbHO PoiiMOH HEHaBUIEN U IIPe3upall MOKOWHOTO IPUHIA.

PaiMmonp Mojtya cMoTpen Ha [I:kepemu. biecTsiiue ria3a u ero 6ec4yBCTBEHHOE BhIpaXkKeHUe JIUIa
IIOXOOUIIA Ha 3Beps B 3acafe.

B xaOuHeTe Bollapuaach MpavyHasl THIIMHA.
B MOMEHT, KOrfa B IOMEIeHNH CIIBIIIAIOCh JIUIIEL €r0 AbIXaHue, POUMOHT IIOJIOXKUI IIOPTPET Ha CTOJI.
OH mocTy4ars no CToiay KOHYMKaMU TaibleB U MeAJIEHHO CKa3all:

— Tak... TBOS HaxO[iKa OTHOCHUT HacC K IIPHHITY, KTO IIOJ0X €II€ [0 POXKIOEeHUS IAMYyHAa. YTO 3TO
MOZKET 03HauyaTh?»

Ecnu u ecTh CBSI3b MEXAY €ro YOUTHIM CBOOHEIM OPATOM ¥ IIEPBHIM IIPUHIIEM, POJUBIIUMCS IIO3XKE,
Takas CBsI3b Oy[eT JIUIIb OfIHA.

— PoxpeHue epBOro mpuHIa».

3Byu4as pacciabiieHHBIN To10c, HO [I;KepeMy YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO B HEM 3aKJII0YeHa Be/IMKas OMacHOCTh.
OpHako s Koje0aHuM yKe He 0CTaBajloCh MeCTa.

— VIMeHHO T03TOMY 5 IoCTaBuI OyMmary HanpsiMuk Ero BenmudecTBy».

Korpa [IxkepeMu OTBETHUII C TBEPHBIM JIMIIOM, BOKPYT PaiiMoH[a cpaldy 3abypiuiia sHeprus.

— THI XOTh IIpeACTaBAsAeIIb, HACKOILKO 3TO OIacHO? YeloBeK, KOTOPOro TH Ceildac MOO03PEBaels, -
3TO TEPBBIM IPUHI] UMIIEPHHU. 3a OHO JIUIIb CITy4alHOe CJI0BO Tebe MOXKHO OyHeT repepesaTh
TJIOTKY».

— 41 3Ha1, HO faXke eCNIM IOCYJIAT TaKoe, 1 HU4Yero He yTawo. Ho Bamie BenudecTBo. Mou oTell He
coxpaHuy OBl TaKoe B celide, He UMes MPUYUHLL. EC/IM 1 eCTh B 9TOM TallHa, pa3Be He HafoOHO HaM
IIPDOJIUTH Ty[ia CBET?»



2Ku3ub PaiiMoH[Ia B mociienHee BpeMs Oblyia 60TBHO YK HACHIIIIEHHOM.

W Ixepemu ObIT OOUH U3 IEPBBIX, KTO €T0 XXU3Hb HAIIOIHUI ApaMoi. Ceryac TOT 3aibIXascs,
IILITAsICh BEIOABUTD ITOCTIEIHUE CIIOBA, ITOABIIEHHBIN SHEPTeTUKOM UMIIepaTopa.

PaiiMOHZ CHOBa IIOCMOTpeJ Ha KapTUHKY. Ecnu TouHee, Ha UM IOTHOIIET0 IPUHIA.
PafimoHpg U caM 9TO 3HAI.
YTo MepTBHIH repior [Ipya He CXOPOHUI OBl HUUEro MofoOHOr0 3a IIPOCTO TakK.

Bo3MoxKHO, 3Ta KapThHa ObljIa CBSI3aHa C IperpeueHusiMu Mapku3a Croca. ITo ObIJI0 YSI3BUMBIM
MEeCTOM Ha CiIy4ai, eciu TOT npepact [Ipya. U ecnu Tak, TO 3TOT IIOPTPET UMeETT BeJINKOe 3Ha4YeHue.

JIu3a poguia pe6eHKa B JaJIEKUX KPasX, ¥ XKpell U3 XpaMa IOATBEePIUII JIUIIb, YTO MaJIbYUK OBII U3
UMIIEPaTOPCKOM ceMbr. OH HE MOT CKa3aTh, Yel UMEHHO TO ObIIT pebeHOoK.

Ecnu mecTBUTENBHO ... ECNM TH IpaBOa UMeelb KaKoe-TO OTHOIIIEHNE K MoeMy Opary...
OT omHO¥M MBIC/IM OT'OHb BHYTPH ITPOCUIICS HAPYXKY, OYATO €ro rojoBa ceivac B30PBETCS.

PaiimMoH[ TTy60KO B3MOXHYIT ¥ IOCMOTPENT Ha [[KepeMu, KTO ceiyac CKJIIOHUII TOJIOBY, OYATO GBI
OXKMIast HaKa3aHMS.

— EcTb nu ermie KTo-HUOYOb, KTO 3TO 3HAET?»
— Huxkoro».

— ThI HUKOTIa HEe JOCTaBAI MHE 3TOT0 IIOPTpPETa. YHpH‘-IB BCE IMOAYNCTYIO, KOHIIEI B BOLOY. A monmxen
OBITH €0JUHCTBEHHEIM, KTO 3HAET 3Ty TafIHy».

9T0 GBIJIO CTOMb Y2KACHO, ¥ MOTJIO CTaTh BEJIMYANIIMM IT030POM B UCTOPUU UMIIEPUH, ECTTH
IIPOCOYUTCS.

[I>xepeMu 0CTaBayOCh CKa3aTh JIUIIL OTHO.
— Byny umerts B Buny, Bame Bennuectso».

[ToHayasny ero poib 3aKJo4danach JUIIL B TOM, 4T00 repefaTh OyMary, HO Tellepb BCE CTaHET
MHTEPEeCHee.

— Vxomu».

I>KepeMu MOKUHYJ KabKuHeT, a PaiMOH BCKOYMII CO CBOET0 MeCTa C PAaCCTPOEHHBIM XKeJTyIKOM.
BceMu 3aObITHIE MEPTBBIN ITPUHIIL.

OH OBITT TeM, KTO YOI MaTh PaliMoHIa 1 6e3pacCcyqHO MMOIpas BCIO eTr0 KU3Hb.

Taxe kKorga PauiMOH[ 0Tpe3an TOMy KOHEYHOCTH U Iepepe3an ropiio, THEB He yIIel.

OnHako, ITOCKOJIBKY OH 3aHSJI MECTO UMIIEpaTopa, KOTOPOT0 OH XKaXMasl, ¥ 3allPeTUsI IIPUHILY
norpe6eHue B rpobHUIlE UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMBH, TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe, PaliMOH[ YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO TE
YHUXKEHUS OTMIIEHH.



Ho BOT Temneps ero mepsbIil TPUHILI...
Pa3Be 3T0 He HIyTKa CyIbOLI?

B3armnsg PaiiMoHIa oCcTaHOBUIICS Ha ABOPIlE [IepBOTo mMpuHIA 3a OKHOM, I'e Oblyla BUIHA TOJIBKO
manekasi KphiIa.

Korpa JIusa npuBena K HeMy JOMyHZa, KakK ero peOeHKa, y Hero He ObIJI0 COMHEHUN, BeOb Ta
IIpOBesia C HUM HOYb Ilepen yObITHeM B 3anagHoe KoponeBCTRo.

XoTs oH Obln ¢ JIu30i Goyee OBYX JIET, BIJIOTH 4O TOIO MOMEHTa OHUM HU Pa3y He [Ie/ININ JI0XKe.
Ho korga OBII0 pellleHO OTIPaBUTh €€ B 3amagHoe KoponeBcTBo, JIn3a nnakanachk U TEPJACh K HEMY.
Ta sIK0OBI X0TeJla ITPOBECTH MEePBHIM pPa3 C TIOOUMBIM YeJI0BEKOM.

OH He XeJal, HO ¥ IPOTUBUTLCS He CTasl, Belb mepebpaj Torfa ¢ aJKorojieM, a U KajoCcTh K JIuse
mepeBelBaa. A KOrjia OTKPHII IJla3a, CTOSJIO YKe YTPO.

¢ He IOMHMIJI B IeTa/ISX, YTO CITYYHMJIOCh TOM HOYBIO, HO, OYEBUIHO TEIEePh, CIYYUIICS ero pebeHoK ...
COMHEHUY B TOM He OBLJIO.

Ia u xax Ol Ta OCMeNuIach HafypuTh CaMOro UMIepaTopa?

Ho Teneps, Korga nepes HUM OKa3ajCs 3TOT IOPTPET, BCe OBLTIO CIUIIKOM IOLO3PUTEIIBHO.
Ta HOYB, JI3a, nepBLIY IPUHII.

[Tpomyo 7 neT ¢ TexX 0P, Kak [epPBLIM NPUHI 3afesalcs ero pe6eHKOM.

OpHako OH He IUTAJ K TOMy IpuBsg3aHHocTU. OH B3upas Ha pebeHKa pa3Be YTo C OJI€KIEIM YyBCTBOM
OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.

— OTTOrO0, 4TO 9TO OBINT HaXKe He MOM PeOEeHOK».

— Yro, 4epT BO3bMH, 51 BOOOIIE TAKOE AyMar?»

Co CTOPOHHI OTJIAAbIBasICh Ha COOCTBEHHBIE HEOOOCHOBAHHEIE CYKEHUS, OH 00EPHYIICS K OKHY.
Y 1103BOHUIT B KOJIOKOJILYHUK Ha CTOJIE.

YcpiinaB 3BYK, OBOPEIKUM MPUOLIT B KAOUHET.

— bunn, 30Bu cioma KapTtepa».

— Ha, cup».

BEIT ToNIbKO OOUH CIIoco0 OTOUTHCS OT COMHEHUH.

9TO y3HaTh [IpaBay.

PaliMOHT CIIOKWII TOPTPET U yOpas B SIIUK CTOJA.
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IIHM IIpoJjieTaJIk MEMO B CyMaTOXe€ II0CJie ITIaleHusd CEMbU Cuoc u HapedeHHud BTOPOro IIPKUHIIA, U,
HaKOHEII, HaCTaJl J€Hb OaHKeTa B I/IMHepaTOpCKOM OBOpIE.

9T0 caMbli OOJIBINON OaHKET, MPOBOIUBILINICS BO IBOPIIE 32 HECKOJIBKO JIET, U CEeTOOHSIIHNUM OaHKeT
yCTPaUBaJICsI B 4YECTh BO3BPAIIEHUS UMITePATPHUIILI U HACIEOHOTO IIPHUHIIA.

Ha mmomafy CTOJHUIIEL CTOSII TYJT OT Pa3TOBOPOB O JBOPSIHCTBE U 0 MpuéMe B FIMIepaTopcKOM
nBopie. CaM ke OBOpeL Kuten paboTol ¢ paHHEro yTpa.

— IloaroroBka 1o MIaHy?»
4 ornsigena OaHKeTHBIM 3aJl U CIIPOCHTia XeJeH.

— Ero BricouecTBO HaCIeIHBINA TPUHI] TOIBKO YTO 3aKOHYHUII C OfleK M0k ». CIyKaHKH CIIPABUIIUCH
nobpoTHO. M K ynuBnenuto, Kapnain BEm cebst TUXO».

910 OBLN IIEPBHIM pa3, KOTrMa ero HapskKanu Bo ¢ppak, Mo3ToMy s 6eCIIOKOUIAch, YTO XK MHE IOAeNaTh,
€CITM TOT HAYHET XKaJoBaThC.

— 4 momxHa B3rIAHYTH Ha Kaprnanna».
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