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— T'epror, MHe KaXeTCsI, 4YTO Bhl YeM-TO HEJTOBOJILHEI, HO Pa3Be XK B TOM MOs BUHA?»
[epror KpodT cMoTpen npsiMo Ha UMIIepaTopa.

— Her, aTo He ommubka Bamero BenumuecTBa».

— Torpga oTKyma B351/10Ch Ballle HETOBOJIbCTBO?»

— Bama uMmnepatpulia ceriyac odeHs 6ombHa. U 3T0 u3-3a Ero BemuyecTtsa».

JIumo PaiimoHga OBISIO pa3fpazkKEHHEIM, KOTHa OH YCIbIIaa 00BUHEHNE.

— YTO 3HQUUT U3-3a MEHI?»

— Cnyxu o pe6éuke Ero BenmruecTBa, KOTOPOTo IpuHecia JIn3a, yKe pacinpoCTPaHUINCh 10 BCel
uMnepuu. HeyxKenu Bb fyMaeTe, 4YTO UMIIEPATPUILY 9TO He 3aTPOHET?»

— IIpaBpa 4TO...»

“I'epuor, ob6errato. f 0TIIaYy 3a TBOIO MPEIAaHHOCTL CYACTheM JJIIH”.
['epuor BCIOMHUJI CJI0OBa TOTO IIepel BeHYaHueM.

Y on myMman, 4yTo PaiMOH[ JOMXKeH CHOelaTh 3TO IT0-CBOEMY.

Paiimonp He MI00UI DJITH, HO OH AyMaJl, 9YTO 3TOT0 U He HyKHO, YTOOHI CeNaTh €€ CYAaCTIIUBOM.
CyacTbe He 00513aTeIbHO 03HaYaeT TI000Bb.

Ho Teneps PsiiMoHA HE MOT HUYETr0 CKa3aTh.

Kaxpeiii pa3, Korga oH CMOTpes Ha He€, er0 MBIC/IM OBUIM CTPaHHBEIMU.
OTy4ero-to eMy CTajo HEYIOTHO U AYIIHO.

[TosTomy oH u3beran .

[TosToMy OH He MOT CKa3aTh, CHacT/IvBa 1 Ju. [IypnypHele rina3a repuora Kpodra, cmoTpesmue
Ha Hero, OBUIM TaKUMU Xe, KaK y JJUIM, U Y HeTr0 CHOBA 3allleMUJIO Cepalle.

Hab6mromast, Kak PoiMOH MOJITYUT, TePLOT KOPOTKO B3IOXHYIL.

— Baire BennyecTBo, moxanyucTa, yAOUTE».

— ...Korga ummneparpuile cTaHeT jy4ile, COOOITUTE MHE, TEPIOT».

— Ia, Bame BennuuecTBo».

Korpa PsiiMoHA MOKKHYJ ABOPEL UMIIepPaTPULL], K TepIoTy IIOAOIIIa TOPHUYHAS.

— Bame ITpeBocxoputenscTBo, E€ BenuuecTBy UMnepaTpulle CTano aydiie».
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— Bame BenmuuecTBo, Balll KUBOT GOJIbIIIE He OOTUT?»

— MHe HaMHOrO Ny4llle, a KaK TaM MOU MaJlbllI?»

— C peGEHKOM BCE B mmopsinke. YTo mopa3uTeNbHO, Beb BBl BUCENIM Ha BOJIOCKEY.
YcnriaB BepOUKT eKaps, s HaKOHeI] CMOTJIa B3[I0XHYTh C 00JIerueHreM.

Ha mpoTsxkeHuu BCET0 0CMOTPa MOM 3yOBl APOKaIu OT CTpaxa.

¢ Bosimach, YTO YTO-TO MOUMAET HE TaK C MOUM PeGEHKOM.

[Toka st MonuIach OOTy, s YyBCTBOBAIa, YTO 6OJIb MOCTEIIEHHO ITPOXOMMT.

A Temepsb 5 COBCEM He YyBCTBOBasa 60u.

4 tak papa. JIeTka, s OoJbllle He JOCTaBI0 Tebe HUKAKKUX XJIOMOT.

B ToT MOMEHT, KOrfia s JaBaja obellaHue, IOTJIaXKWBasi CBOM KMUBOT, MO OTell BOexXKaJl, Korfa OBeph
OTKPHIJIACE.

IJOKTOp OTCTYIIUII Ha3al, ¥ OTell IIOHOIIEN KO MHe.

— Bamre BennyecTBo, Kak BhI? Bam yxke ny4iie?»

— [Ia, oter. Temeps s B mopsiake. Pe6EHOK B 6€30IaCHOCTH».

— BoT 3T0 moucTuHE X0poIIass HOBOCTh».

Mot oTell, KOTOPHIM HaKOHEI BRIOOXHYJI CBOI0 HEPBO3HOCTh, CEJT Ha CTYJ PSIIOM C KPOBAThIO.
— Ho, orer, roe e T OBLI?»

Orel] BHE3AIIHO BHIIIEN U3 KOMHATEHI, II0CJIe TOTO KakK ero Imo3Baja cilykaHKa. Ero He OBLII0 0K0JI0
nATHaAUaTH MUHYT. OTEl] Ha MIHOBEHME 3aKoje0asics, HO MOTOM 3ar0BOPHITL:

— Hwuuero 0oco6eHHOTO, TaK UTO HE BOJTHYUCS».
Moii oTel mepeBENT CBOE BHUMaHUE C MEHS Ha JOKTOpa.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, Teneps 1 BH ¥ peOEHOK B mopsigke. TeM He MeHee, BB TOJIKHE CIIeIUTh 3a
3mopoBheM B OyayieM. [Toxanyiicta, u3beraiTe Harpy30K».

Orels cKa3asl MHe, 4YTO S [IOJIKHA OCTaBUTh PIIMOH[IA, TaK KakK S HOIIy pebEHKa.

MHe OBIJIO CTBITHO TIEPeN OTLIOM, ¥ KOT'/ia 5 IiepeBesia B3TJISA[ B [I0JI, TO YCJIbIIIaia I'0JI0C, TIOTHBIN
TSIZKEJIBIX 9MOIIIH.

— OJIIM, MHE OYeHb JKaJlb».
Korpa oH BOPYT U3BUHUIICS, S TOCMOTPEIa Ha OTIa.
— ... [Touemy oten coxaneeT? TakoB OBITT MO BEIOOD».

— Hert. MHe IIPOCTO 2KaJIb. 4 ckasarn, 4TO cHenai CBOIO MaJIEHBKYIO 9mnnmu cYacTiIuBee BCeX, HO... S



He CMOI».
— Oret...»

— ITocne TOro Kak THI BHIIIJIA 3aMyK 3a UMIIepaTopa, S IPOCTO XOTeJl BEPUTh, YTO Thl 3aKUBEIIH
X0po1o. Y X0Ts s 4yBCTBOBAJI TBOE OOUHOYECTBO, 5T IejIajl BU/I, YTO He 3aMeydato ero. [Totomy 49To s
[yMaJ, 4TO 3TO TBOE CYACThE — OBITh PSIOM C JIIOOUMBIM MYKYUHOU».

Ero riaza ObITM MOJTHE COXKAJEHUS, a JIUIO OTIla OBIJIO TIOJTHO CTpagaHusd. Ero FHY6OKaE[ rnedaib
JOIlJIa 00 MEeH.

— Ho 270 OBIJIO He TaK ... TOCTIe TOT0, KaK Thl 3a00J1esIa, s BCE MOHSI. MHEe 04eHb JKajlb, JJIIH».
4 moTsiHynmach ¥ B3sy1a OTIA 3@ PYKY.

— 9T0 OBITT MOM BEIOOD, XOTSI MOE CHACThe IaBHO VIIJIO».

4 pemmmia mepeBeCTH OyX U IIOCMOTPeIIa MPSIMO Ha OTIIa.

— Orer, 5 X04y XUTb CYACTINBOM KU3HBIO CO CBOUM PeOEHKOM IT0CJIe TOTO, KaK IOKHHY 3TOT
MMIIEPATOPCKUAM TBOPEI».

JIérkas ynbiOKa IOSIBHIACh Ha JIMIIE e€ O0TIla, KOTOPHIE HEKOTOPOe BPeMst MOTdall.

— Ia, Hu 0 uéM He Gecrokoiics. f1 coemnai Bcé, uTo6sl Ero BennuecTBo HUKOTIA He Y3HAT O
CylLIeCTBOBaHUHU PeOEHKA, TaK YTO IIPOCTO OEperu CBOE 3[0POBLEY.

Moii oTel HEKHO TTafuI MEHs TI0 TOJIOBe, KaK peOEHKa.

— Kak TonpKO paccBeTéT, 3aBTpa, MOLUUIUTE 0T UMEHH Tepiora oduiiaabHOe MUCHMO C TPOCHO0H 0
pa3Bofe».

OduinanbHOe THCHMO TePIora.
¢l moHMMaJIa, YTO OTell He X0UeT MeHs HaIpsAraTh, HO MHE CaMO# XOTeJI0Ch TOKOHYMTh C PoiMOHIOM.

— 4 cama, oten. He gymato, 4To y MeHS OCTaJIUCh €Illé KaKKWe-TO YyBCTBa, TakK 4YTO S cHefiaio 3TO
caMma».

— ...C T0o6o11 BCE OyneT B MOPSIAKE?»

— Ia. Bcé B mopsigke, moTOMy 4TO g G0JbIlle HUYETO OT HETO He XAy. M y MeHs ecTh Koe-uTo 6oee
BaxkHOe, yeM PaiiMoH[. 4 yBepeHa, YTO Ha 9TOT pPa3 CyMeI0 3alUTUTh CBOET0 PeOEHKA».

Korpga s pemmTenbHO IIOCMOTpENa Ha 0TIla, OH KUBHYIIL.

— [Ia, ecnu pa3Bof MOUAET XOPOIIIo, s He Oyxy BhicTymaTh. Ho ecnu Ero BenuuecTBo He COTmacUTCs
JIETKO Pa3BECTUCH C TOOOM, TOTHa BMEIIaloCh S».

Iaxe ecnu OH He JTIOOKIT MEHS, s1 BCE PaBHO ObITa JOYEPhI0 eMMHCTBEHHOT0 Tepliora B Mmepuu.

OnuH 13 HUX yKe TIOTEePSJT BCIO CBOIO CHJTY, ¥ OCTAJIOCh TOJIBKO €ro UMs, TaK YTO (GaKTHUUYECKH
eIUHCTBEHHBLIM T'epIIOrCTBOM UMIIepaTopa Obls repuor Kpodr.



It PatiMoHOa OBIIO OBl HEJIETKO OCTAaBUTH MEHS.

['OpBKO, YTO eIMHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA — 3TO MOE IIPOUCXOXKIEHUE.
Ecnu PaliMOH[I He OTIIYCTUT MeHs, MHe ITIOHaLOOUTCS Cula MOETo OTIa.
— Jla, IoXKayucra, oTeny.

— Torpma, 91y, cy, HU 0 YEM He [yMasi CEeTOIHS HOUbIO».

— Cmacu6o».

— YBupguMcs no3xe. Yxke rinyookast HOub».

— MHe o4eHb XKaJlb, UTO S HE MOTY BaC IIPOBOIUTHY.

— Huyero».

Orery Ioryagui MeHs 110 CIIMHe, Kak OBl yTelllas, ¥ BCKOpe BCTall.
Korpa oTer BhIIIEes U3 KOMHATEI, S JIeT/ia B IOCTEJIb.

Kaxk TOnmbKO MOS T010Ba KOCHY/IACh MOAYIIKYA, MOU BEKU OTSKEJIEIIH.
3aBTpa {1 [AOJIXKHAa ITOTOBOPUTH C PAMOHAOM... HaBEPHOe.

4 3aKphina rnasa, YTOOH OTOTHATH MTOCIEIHIOI0 BOTHY 9TUX MEICTIEH.
[Tyx-Tyk]

— Bounmute».

4 cpa3y XKe 0TBeTUIIA Ha CTYK XeJleH, IOTOMY 4YTO y2Ke IPOCHYIach. XeJleH II0OCMOTpesia Ha MEHS,
CULAIIYIO Ha KpOBaTH, ¥ OBICTPO IOAOILIA KO MHE.

— Baine BenmuuecTBo, Kak Bh Cce0s1 YyBCTByeTE?»

— Bcé B mopsimke. HaBepHoe, 3T0 ObINIa IPOCTO JIErKas 601b. He Gecrokoiics».

— Papa aTo criwinraTh. Baie BennuecTBo, s cefiyac BepHYCh, UTOOBI YMBITh BaM JIALI0».
— [la, 1 MHe IpUOETCS NPUHAPAOUTHCA. {1 celidac xe uny K Ero BenudecTtsy».

Korpa s ckazamna 3To, TO yBHEJIa CMYIIIEHNE Ha JINIe XeneH. Kak 6YI[T0 OHA 4YTO-TO CKPEIBAJIa OT
MEeH4.

f 3ameTuna 3TO ¥ CIPOCHUIIA CTapIIyI0 TOPHUYHYIO.
— Yto cnyuunocs?»

— Hert-Her. I[IpocTo... B I1710X0 ce0s 4yBCTBYETE, HO CIIUIIKOM MHOI'O IBUTA€TECh U YKe IIBITAeTeCh
KyZa-TO IIOUTH».

— U o710 BCE?»



— Jla, HAYEeTO He CIIY4YUuJIOCh».

XeJeH CKJIOHUIIA ITIepefio MHOM T'0JIOBY C BhIpaXkKeHHeM, KOTOpoe ObIJIO ¥ He€ BCeTfa.

4 Hayana yMBIBAThCS, OTMAXHYBIIKUCH OT CTPAHHOTO IIOBEIEHUSI TOPHUYHOU.

— Bame BennuecTBo, BaM HYKHEBI 3T Camn(UpPOBLIE CEPbIU?»

4 3ameTusa, YTO TOPHUYHAS FOTOBUT MHE CEPBIHU.

Cepbru CO CBEPKAUMMU CUHUMHU carndupaMy ObIIN I0oJapeHsl MHe P3MOHIOM B IeHb CBAIbOHI.
9TO OBIIO TaKXkKe TO, YTO 51 OYEHbB JTI00uIa.

41 moxauasa roJjIoBOH, IO Ha HUX.

— Hert. Cepbru He TOOATCS».

BonbIIMHCTBO OparoleHHOCTe!, KOTOPEe Y MeHS eCTh, ObUIM IToflapKaMu, IT03TOMY g [OJIXKHA
BBIOPOCUTH UX BCE.

CnyaHKH, Ka3aJioCh, CTECHSJIACH TOTO, YTO 51 He Hajesla CEPhI'M, KOTOPhie OBUIM OOHUM K3 OCHOBHBIX
yKpallleHu#, HO TIOCIIEIIUIN HaieTh MOIO 100Ky, He XKaysCh.

Korma s BcTama co cBoero Mecrta, 4ToOw! moiT Bo CoyTHeuYHbIH [IBOpeI] II0C/e 3aBePIIeHUsT BCEX
cO60pOB, B KOMHATY BOIllJla TOPHUYHAS.

— Bame BenmuuectBo, npubsin UMmepaTop».
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