— XopoIIo0, HO MPOCTO ITOCTapaics He MPUBJIEKATh K HaM JIUIITHET0 BHUMaHUs, — B3oxHya [ladHa.
BmecTe oHu BomuM B JIIOTHHIM IIEPEYIOK, HAMPABIASICh K maby, B KOTOPOM CKPHUICS Pymombdyc
JlecTtperHpxK. Ilepeynok Ka3aics HEeCTECTBEHHO TEMHBIM, XOTS COJIHIIE SIPKO CBETUJIO Haf, KoChiM
nepeynkoM. OueHb HEMHOTO JItofeit OBIJIO Ha yIHIle, a Te, KTO MIPUCYTCTBOBAJIM, TIIATEIHHO
CTapaluch CKpPHIBATh JIKIla 3a KalolloHaMy MaHTul. ['appu 1 [ladhHa mocliefoBanu ux npuMepy,
4yTOOBI HEe BRIAENATLCS M3 00111el MaccH niofei. OHY NpuOIN3UINCh K a0y ¥ BCTaIu PSAOOM C HUM,
BIJIBIBASICh B TPSI3HOE OKHO, KOTOPOE KaK pa3 OTKPHIBAJIO BUl Ha TO MECTO, TTIe PACIIOIOKUIICS
Jlectpeiiaaxk. [Iepeq HUM CTOSII CTaKaH C XKUOKOCTHIO SHTAPHOTO IIBETA, ¥ OH HETEPIIEIMBO BBIMIHII
ero mepeq TeM, KakK 3aKa3arTh ellle MOPIUI0 aJIkoTosisi. bapMeH KMBHYI U Ha/IWII ellle CTakaH, HO II0
€ro JINIYy MOXKHO OBIJIO TIOHSTh, YTO HUYEro 0OOIIEero C IMOCEeTUTENIEM OH He XKeJlaeT UMEeTh.

— ¢ 3Ham, 4TO 3TO OH, — YXMBIIbHYJICS [ToTTEp, HAbIIOMas 3a MyK4YuHOM. — Hafeoch, OH CKOPO
BLIMOET OTCIOLA.

— Bor yx He 3Hal0, — HEYBepeHHO NpoTsHyna [HabHa, Habm0gas 3a TeM, KakK TOT BEIIUBAET ellle
cTakaH ankorons. — OH, Kak MHe KaxeTcs, BeCbMa 3aHAT ceryac.

— IlocTou! KoTopeili cendac 4ac? — MIHOBEHHO CIIOXBATUIICS ['appu, BCIOMHUB YTO-TO U3
YCHBIIIAHHOTO IPOIJION HOYBIO.

— IlouTu nATH Yacos, a 4To?— oTBeTUNa [ladHa.

— IMTotomy uTo CHe¥ln coob1Iu, YTO y HUX HaMmedaeTcs BcTpeda [Toxupareneit CMepTH B IAThH
49acoB, 4TOOH 0OCYAUTHL YTO-TO Cepbhe3HOe, Bce OOJbInNe MUIIKY OYAyT TaM, — TUXO MOSCHUJ ['appH.
— Jlymato, MBI MOXK€eM IIPOCTO K[aTh, ITI0Ka OH YHU[ET...

— Tak He mougeT, — HeTeprenuBo ckasana [ladpHa. — [TocMOTpH Ha 3Ty ABEPD I03aAu naba: oHa
BeleT Ky[a-To B Ilepeynku. f yxkKe BuAela, Kak Ilapa 4eJI0BeK BHIIIN Yepe3 Hee. [Ipennonara, 4To
JlecTperHOXK cHeflaeT TO Ke caMoe, KOTfa MPUAeT ero o4yepenb YXOOUTh.

— Torpa, Kak gyMaelnb, MOXeT, HaM MOXKHO IIPOCTO 3aUTH Ty[a U CXBAaTUTh €ro? —
nmouHTepecoBascs [appu. — ['OTOB IOCIIOPUTH, ST MOT OBl OJIONIETH €TrO...

— CNMIIKOM PUCKOBAHHO. f He IyMalo, YTO Mbl CMOXKEM CIIPAaBUThCSA C HUM, ['appu, — I'PyCTHO
orBetuna [ladpua. OHa ToXe OblNIa pa3oyapoBaHa. JIeCTpeHH/IK BHOBD IIOJTyYHJI CTAKaH C alIKOTOJIEM,
OBICTPO MPUKOHYUB CBOU IEpBHIe ABa. [Ipyrue nionu B 6ape mepxkKanuch mooaanb oT [Toxuparens
CmMmepTH, CIIOBHO TIHITASICh He TOoMafaThCSd eMy Ha Ijasa.

— WTak, ecnu Mbl He IBEITaEMCS €r0 OCTAaHOBUTE, TO, HaBepPHOE, MBI MOK€EM CHOeJIaThb t-ITO-HI/I6y)Z[b elle,
— IIPEedIIOoNIOZKUII HOTTep. — 4 OyMalo, 4TO s MOT OBl OTCIOa IIOBECUTHh Ha HEero ciejdliee
3aKJINHaHue.

— OTH Yaphl MOTYT ITOBECTH Ce0sT COBEPIIEHHO HelpencKa3yeMbM 06pa30M, eClid TOJIbKO UX He
IIPUMEHSTh B HETTOCPEICTBEHHOM 6IM30CTH OT YeI0BeKa, — mpolrenTana [ladHa, TOKavyaB rojI0BOH B



3HaK Hecorjacus. — X0Ts, ITOCTOM... OyMalo, Y MeHdA €CTh OJHa Ued.

— Kakas upes? — 3amHTEepPeCcOBaHHO crpocui [loTTep.

— Ecnu oHa cpaboTaeT Kak Hafo, TO MHl NOJIKHEL OymeM mobmaromaputh CHelina 1 Mandos, —
ycMexHynach [JadHa. 3aTeM OHa JOCTana CyMKY U U3BJIeKJla U3 Hee KPOIIeYHbIN yexon. Korga oHa
OTKpEHINA ero, 'appu yBUOeNn MHOKECTBO MaJIeHbKUX XPYCTaIbHBEIX (PIIaKOHOB, KaXKABIM U3 KOTOPHIX
OBIJT HAIIOJIHEH 3€JIhEM.

— OTy ugew MHe nogkuHyn npodeccop CHeln. OH Bcerfa HOCUT C cO00¥ HECKOJIBKO TOJIE3HBIX
3eUi Ha BCSIKWH CIIy4al, eciiu BOPYT OHU OyOyT eMy HyKHbHI. A Mandoi MOgKUHYT MHE BOT 3Ty
uneio, — HadHa nomHsna GIakoH C TEMHO-KPACHOU XKUIKOCThIO.

— [To3BoJb MHE JOTafaThCA. 3e/Ibe IPOCTU? — 3aMHTepecoBaHHO NPOTSHyN ['appu. [JadHa KuBHYIa
¥ OCTOPOXKHO Bpyu4uya 3enbe ['appu. — Pa3Be s He roBopuil Te6e CeromgHs, HaCKOJIbKO THI
BeJIMKOJIeIIHa?

— Huxkorga He momeIraeT HallOMHUTH ellle pa3, — C yiasiOKoit oTBeTuna [ladpra. — Temeps,
HACKOJIbKO XOPOIIKM TBOU ITO3HAHMS ¥ HABLIKK B 00JTaCTH 3aKITUHAHUS IIOOMEHEI?

— O, Tenepsb g NOHAT, — KUBHYI ['appH, HauWHas MOHUMATh IaH [ladHbl. — Tk X04els, YTOOH 5
3aMeHMII ajnKkorojb Pynonbda sTum 3enbeM. Kak ThI flyMaelllb, OH 3aMETUT IIOAMEHY?

— OH oueHb 6I>ICTp0 IIbET, TaK YTO, HAfleI0Ch, HET. Thl CMOXKEIIb 3TO CAENaTh?

— Iymarto, na, — yBepeHHO oTBeTus ['appu. — Camas CjI0XKHas 4acTh IJlaHA B TOM, YTOOBI TOATafaTh
TTPaBUJIBHEIN MOMEHT. MH Befib He XOTHM, 4TOOH 3h(DHEKT mpoIres mpexye, YeM OH TyHda IIomal, —
Hadna kuBHYMa, 1 OHU 00a IIOBEPHYIUCH K OKHY, IIBITAsICh PEIIUTh, KOTTa OeNCTBOBATh. JIeCTpeHIXK
TOJIBKO YTO IOJTYYMJI ellle OOUH HAIUTOK U yKe OBIJI0 MOTSHYJICS K CTaKaHy, YTOOb B3STh €ro, Koraa
BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUJICS Ha IIOJIOBUHE ITyTH U HEMHOT'0 CKOPYUIICS OT OOJIH.

— Temneps 'appu! Ero Bri3eiBatoT! — notoponuia ero [adua, nonumasi, 94to 601b JlecTpeiHaKa
BbI3BaHa ero TeMHOU MeTKOHU. [[appu KMBHYII U IIPOU3HEC 3aK/IMHaHUe IOOgMeHbl. KpacHoe 3esibe B
bnakoHe TyT ke ObIJI0O 3aMEHEHO Ha OIpefesIeHHOe KOJIMUEeCTBO aJIKorofid B CTakaHe JlecTpelHAXKa.
OHM MOT/IM TOIBKO IPeArosiaraTh, 4YTo 3ejibe Iomaso B crakaH [loxuparens Cmeptu. Pygonedyc
TIOJHSIJICS CO CBOET0 MeCTa M HalpaBUJICA K BHIXOMy U3 0apa, 1 Ha MruoBeHue ['appu u [JabHa
3aBOJIHOBAJIUCh, UYTO OH YUAET, TaK U He BBHIIIUB €70, HO, K CYaCThI0, OH B35J1 CTAKaH U 3aJ/III0M BBIIIUIIL.
3aTeM OH BHIIIEJI Yepe3 3aHI0I0 IBeph U YIIes, TaK U He 3alljlaTuB. bapMeH Myapo He CcTall
OCTaHaBJIMBATh €0, TIOCKOJIbKY OH OBLI MpoCTo 6rarofapeH 3a To, 4To [ToxkupaTens CMepTH yuIes.

— Kak gymaetns, cpaborano? — cupocuin 'appu. — f He yBepeH.

— HagepHnoe, na, — otBetuna [ladHa, TakKe HeyBepeHHas B 9ToM. — [lyMaio, [ToxupaTenu CMepTu



BCKOpP€E CaMU 3TO BHISACHAT.

Tappu moxas mjaedYaMu ¥ C PafOoCThI0 Hayas IPeCTaBIsATh cefe BeCh XaoC, KOTOPHIN OHU MOTJIH TaM
YCTPOUTb. EMY JHIIL XO0TEN0Ch, YTOOLI OH MOT OBITH TaM, YTOOH! YBUEThH 3TO XOTh ONHUM T'JIa3KOM...

X X X

Pynomnbdyc JlecTpelHAXK ITOKa 3TOTO He 0CO3HaBaJl, HO 3aK/IMHaHUe cpabdoTanio UMEeHHO Tak, Kak
npennonaran ['appu.

[Toxuparenu CMepTy Hadasy IpuOBRIBATh B JIOT0BO BosmeMopTa B OTBET Ha €ro MPU3LIB, XOTS CaM
BonpmemopT eiie He npuOs1. KoMHATEL, B KOTOpEIE JIeCTPEMHIXK U APYTHE alllapupoBasiu, Oblin
TEMHBIMU ¥ XOJIONHBIMHU, C TPYObIMU KAMEHHBIMU CT€HAMU, KOTOpPhIe Ka3aIuCh IOX0XKUMU Ha
noxp3emernse. Pynonedyc JleCTperHAK OTNIIAENcs 10 CTOPOHAM U HaXMYPHUJICA OT pa3npaXKeHus,
YBUJIEB OCTaJIbHBIX, UTO HE CII0COOCTBOBAJIO OJHSTHIO €T0 HACTPOEHUS U TO, YTO €T0 IIPpepBaIu BO
BpeMs BHIMUBKH. Ero HacTpoeHue coBceM ymaio, Korga Kps06 u I'oiin, IBa HauMeHee YMHBIX
[Toxupateneir CMepTH, HATOJIKHYJIUCH Ha HETO.

— Kaxoro Mopppepna Bel TBOpuTEe?! — noTpeboBan o6bsacHeHNN JIeCTpelHIXK, efBa OH IIOBEPHYJICI K
HuM nuuoM. OH yKe KPemKo CTUCHYJI B IIajIbllaX BOJIIEeOHYI0 alouKy, 0XKuAast JIUIIb TOBOMA AT ee
IIpUMEHEHUs.

— C poporu, Jlectpeinax, — 6ypkHyn ['0iisn1, He 605iCh CBOero co00mHKa. OHYU MOIBITAIUCh
IIPOMOJIXKUTD UATHU Janblie, HO JlecTpaHOXK cxBaTui ['oiiyla 3a BOPOTHUK MAHTHUU U TONKHYJI €T0 B
creny. Kpa66 u [oii Obli KpaliHe YOUBIEHH ero JeUCTBUSIMHE, HO JIUI0 JIecTperdHIKa ObII0
MCKaXeHo B ApocTu. — [la 4To ¢ ToOoM Takoe?

— Ila oH nbsiH! — cKpuBuica Kpa60, HaKTOHUBIIKCH OMKe K JIeCTpelHAXKY. 3amnax ajKkoroys Bce
elre BUTAJ BOKPYT HETO.

— He ne3b He B cBoe f1e710, 6ECTIONe3HE 00/IBaH, — SIPOCTHO HOTPe6oBan JIeCTpeHHIXK, MPekKIe YeM
TIOBEPHYTHCS JIUIIOM K CBOEH KepTBe. —Temephb TH 3allJIaTHIIb 32 CBOU NEHCTBUS.

— Trl HUYEro MHe He cliefaelllb, — OTBETUII [0, He 0CO3HaBas BCEM OMAaCHOCTH, B KOTOPOU OH
ceryac Haxopuics. Mx nepenanka HaurWHajla IpUBJieKaTh BEHUMaHUe apyrux [loxupateneu CMepTy,
oxumaBmux npubuTUs Bongemopra. bennartpuca Jlectpernax u Jlronnyc Mamndoi Momda B3Upanu
Ha IIPOUCXOMsIIee, Tafiasi Mpo cebst, YTO IIPOU30UMIET [asblIle.

— Heyxenu? KPYIIUO! — T'oiin cpa3y ke pyxHYJ Ha KOJeHHu, Kpuda oT 6omu. Kpa60, yBunes, 4To
ero OpyTy Hy>KHa ITOMOIIb, KHHYJICS K MyKUMHE ¥ COU ero ¢ HOT Ha moJl. JIeCTpaHAXK TsIKeNo
TIPUIIOKUIICS 06 MOJT ¥ M30 BCEX CUJI MOTBITAJICS BCTaTh, MoKa Kpa06 HampaBusics mpoBepsTs 'olina.
OcranbHbie [Toxuparenu CMepTH mojlaraiy, YTo UX KOHQPOHTAIUS Ha 9TOM U 3aKOHYMIIACh, HO Y
Popmonbdyca JlecTperiHaka OblIM COBCEM MHEBIE IIaHbl. HaKoHel, ¢ TPyIOM IOJHSBIINCE HA HOTH, OH
yKa3zaJ Bojiie0OHoi manoukoi Ha cniuHy Kpabba u 3aopan:



— ABAJIA KEJABPA!

Y Kp3606a Onlna JTUIIh BO3MOXKHOCTb TOBEPHYTHCS JIULIOM K CBOEMY HallafgaolleMy ¥ IIOCMOTPEeTh Ha
HETO B IIIOKe, IIPexk/e YeM 3eJIeHBIH JTy4 CBeTa IMMOPA3ul ero B IIJIeY0 U OTKUHYJ ero MepTBoe TeJo Ha
3emio. OcTanbHbie [ToxkupaTenu CMepTH YOUBIIEHHO aXHYJIH, He 0KM[asl, YTO UX CIIOp o0epHeTcs
KPOBOIIPOJIUTHEM. ['0MJI, yBUIEB, YTO €T0 3aKaAbIYHOT0 APyTra YOUIU MpsiMo Iepeq HUM, caesial
TIepBOe, UTO IIPUIIO0 €My B rojioBy. OH HAIIpaBUII CBOIO MAJIOUKY B MPOTUBHUKA U TPOU3HEC
npokisitTue cMepTu. K cyacThio, JIeCTpeHH/IXK CMOT YKIIOHUTHCS OT HETO, HO MojofoMy [ToxKupaTeio
CmepTH, CTOSIBIIEMY 3a HUM, [TOBE3JI0 ropa3no MeHbIe. Korpa ero Teso ymano Ha oI, TaHuKa
Hayvasa OBICTPO PACIPOCTPAHSTHCS IO KOMHATE, IIOCKOJIbKY BCE MPUCYTCTBYIOIINE MTHITANTUCh YHTHU C
Tpaektopuu ['ouna u JlecTperlHOXKa.
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