— C Tex mop Mos XKU3Hb BCerHa Bpalllajach BOKPYT ArnseHa. Ecnu 1ol 3a0epelns ero y MeHs, g 6ymy
cpaxarbcs ¢ ToO0H mo camoit cMepTu! — Jlena mpuCTalIbHO TOCMOTPeIa Ha Jimu. [ Heé ArneH
OBbLJT CaMbIM BaXXHBIM YesioBeKoM. OHa BhIHEC]Ia BCE pagy Hero, BJIOXKUJIA B HETO BCIO CBOIO PafiOCTh U
m060Bb [0 mocnenHe Kammu. OHa Oblyla TOM, KTO €0 BEIPACTHII, OHA OTHajla eMy BCE, YTO y Heé
Ob110. MOXKHO [laXKe CKa3aTh, UTO BCA €€ XKU3Hb Obllla COCpefoTodeHa Ha AJJieHe, ¥ BCe 9TU T'OfIbl OHA
YyBCTBOBAJa, YTO POAMIACH B 3TOM MHUpPE TOJLKO AJISI TOTO, YTOOH 3alIUTUTH ero. OH OB e€
eIMHCTBEHHHIM cuyacTheM. OHa He 3HaJjla, KaKoi Oblyia OBl €€ KU3Hb 0e3 Hero. Takoe Oyaylee maxe
He IPUXO0AUIo e B ronoBy. OxBaueHHas Oypey sMouui, DUMU NUIIIIAch fapa peun. Yepes
HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs OHa 3arOBOpUIIA: «... fI He OyOy 3TOro AesnaTh...» QUMM YyBCTBOBaJIa BpaxkmeOHOCTh
IouyepH, U Jaxe riaasa Muu CBeplIuIu e€é HackBo3b. OHa He MOrjia TOMOYb, HO IT0Ka3aJjla KpHUBYIO
yNBIOKy. Kak [oyy4usiocs, 4To OHa BOPYT CTala 37I0feiKon? — TBo oTell uc4yes... — B3LOXHYyJa OHa
U TOpPBKO ynbiOHYMack. — Hy u uto xe?! — I'ma3a JIelsbl pacIUPUIKCh OT II0Ka. — ITOT YEJI0BEK?
Xors Jleiina HeHaBUAEaA 3Ty CEMbI0, 0COOEHHO CBOETO CTPOTOro M XOJIOMHOTO OTIIa, ¥ BCETla BEPHIIA,
YTO OHM C AJIJIEHOM YK€ He UMeIOT K HUM HUKAKOro OTHOIIEHUS, HO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia OHa
yCIbIlIana 00 3TOM, YTO-TO 3allleBe/INIOCh BHYTPH He€. OTo OBIIO M3-3a KPOBH...? — YIUBHUIACh OHA.
— A 4gTo cnyuunoch norom?— Ilocse Toro, Kak BCE 3TO IIPOU30III0, KOHBOM, 3aLUIIAIONINY ero, OB
aTaKOBaH MOHCTpPaMH, ¥ C TeX MOp OH ucue3. Ho ero Hurge He ObIIO BUTHO. — OTBETHIIA DUMU. —
Kommanus Ovljla yHUYTOXKEHA, XOTS y HaC BCe eIlé eCTb HEMHOI'0 60raTCTBa M BJIACTH, YTO
3aCTaBJIsIeT HAaC MeIeHHO MOOHUMATLCS. XOTS HAIM IIOTepPH ObIIM Ype3BEIYaliHO BEJTUKH, BCE Ke
9TO He 3HAYUT, YTO BCE MmJ10X0. C MCUYE3HOBEHNEM TBOETO OTIIa U CMEPTHI0 HEKOTOPHIX BazKHBIX
CTapeuInH, MHE yalioCh Y3yPIUPOBaTh NOIKHOCTE I'TaBbl CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMU yCUNMUSMHU. [laxe
CeMbsl TBOETO OTIla HUKOra Obl HU4ero He cKasayia 000 MHe ceidac... BOT ITI0YEMY THl MOXKEIITb
Telepb BEPHYTHCS K CEMBE... XOTS PaHbllle S HUYEro He MOTIJla Clie/laTh, HO TEIeph BCE IO-IPYTOMY...
— OWMM CMOTpeia Ha CBOIO J0Yb C OTPOMHOM Hafiexknoi. OHa XoTesa, YToOk e€ CeMbsi CHOBa CTajla
IIOJIHOLIEHHOU. AsyieH u Jleiisia, OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO [OJIXKHA UM TaK MHOTO Belllel, ¥ OHa X0Tella
KOMIIEHCUPOBATh IIOTEPSIHHOE BpeMsi. [I7191 He€ OHU CTaJIM TaK BaXKHHI TOJIBKO ITOCJIE TOT0, KaK
ncye3nu. ITo 601e3HeHHOe YYBCTBO, 3Ta TOCKa...OTO BCerya pa3befasno eé u3nyTpu. Kak 6yaTo uto-
TO TPBI3JIO KaXKAYI0 KOCTOYKY U IIJIOTh, KOTOpas Obljia y He€ BHYTPHU. ITO ObIJIO 0YeHb 601bHO! — Kak
OynTo g crany Te0s cnymaTs! — Ho Jlelina npucTanbHO IOCMOTpPeTa Ha He€. — Temeps y Hac
Jy4IIas XKu3Hb... I CyMeJla IoafepKaTh AjieHa TOIbKO c000#, Ml HUKOTHa 00JIbIlle He BEePHEMCS B
ToT moM! Kpome Toro, AnjieH HUYero He MMOMHUT... JIy4ile Obl OH 3TOTO He fefal.— [ledCTBUTENbHO,
HACKOJIbKO S MOTY Cy[IUTh, BBl XOPOIIO €Tr0 BocnuTanu. — Ha nuie My MeIbKHYJIO Ile4aibHOe
BeIpaxkeHue. — Ho s Bce elné MaTh Kpuca, ¥ Thl He MOXKEIIb OTHSTh 3TO ¥ MeHs...— [Jaxke eCu Thl
MOS I04b, S 3TOr0 He momyury! — I'masa O¥Mu CepaUTO CBEPKHYNMHN. — 4 3HAI0, YTO Y MeHs OBII0
MHOTO OLIMOOK ¥ OITaCeHUH B IPOIIIOM, HO BCE JKe, II0XKAJTyHCTa, T03BOJIbTe MHE KOMIIEHCUPOBATh
ato! [103BOJIb MHE HUCIIPABUTH MOU OIIKOKH... I XOUYy CTaTh XOPOIIel MaTephIO [AJIs HETOo, 110 KpalHen
Mepe, fail MHe 9TO IIpaBo... — OHa B30pBajiach OT CUJIbHOM OO0JIH, ¥ CJIe3bl TOTEKIIN U3 €€ TIa3.
YyBcTBa, KOTOphIE OHA CHepKKBaja BCe 3TU T'OObl, BRIPBaIUCh Ha cBoOony. — Jlea HaXMypHIach,
HO HMYero He cKa3ana. OHa omycTuia rjia3a BHU3. Benbiika 6011 ¥ edanu MeJbKHYJIa B rila3ax
O1iMHU, HO OHA BCe ellE TepIlleNa U peBpaTuiiack B Muto. — Kak tam Kpuc, Bcé nu y Hero B
nopspke?— OH B 6e30I1aCHOCTH... TaK WK uHade...Heonpenenénusle cioBa Muu 3acTaBuIu diMu
HaXMypPUThCSA. — UTO TE UMeellb B BUAY? YTO-TO CIIy4UIIOCs ¢ MOMM CEHIHOM? — OHa pa3BOJIHOBAJaCh.
Haxkonen-to oHa ero Haina! OHa He MOXKET IOTEPSTh ero cHoBa!! — MUA mokadana rojmoBou: — Kak
s ¥ TOBOPHJI, OH B 6€301aCHOCTH... OHAKO C HUM Celdac 4TO-TO IPOUCXOOUT. MOXKHO CKa3aTh...
npeobpaxenue...— Kakaa tpaHcpopmanus?! Teno Jleinsl 3agpoxano. OHa yxKe CIIbIIIana o
CAy4YUBIIEMCSI. — MHI elllé He 3HaeM... s yKe MOOUIU30Bajl BCe CBOU CHJIBI, YTOOB HAWTH €ro Kak
MOXKHO CKopee. Ho MBI BCe elé HU4Uero He HallIU... — B3goxHyna MUA. Ona yXe oTIpaBuiia
6obIIyI0 YaCTh CBOMX JIiofied B KuTalickoe Mope, Te B MOCIeTHUN pa3 OblJT 00HAPYKEeH CUTHA
Annena. — YTo TH UMeeIb B BUAY, KOTHOa TOBOPHIIh, UYTO HAYETo He Hamen?! YTo xKe, 4epT BO3bMH,
CJIy4HJIOCH C MOUM CHHOM?!? — 3akpuyana JuMu B rHeBe. — [loxanyicra, ycrnokouTtecs, Muccuc
Bunnadnopec, MBI ToXe 0€CIIOKOUMCS 0 HEM, HO HU4Yero He MoxeM nofenaTs! — MUA HaxMypuiacs.



— Mup cran emré 60blle, ¥ reorpadpus U3MEHUIACh... UCKATh KOT'0-TO CTAJIO €IIE€ TPyIHee, YeM
MCKATh UTOJIKY B CTOTe CeHa. TeM He MeHee, MBI BCe eIIlé fejaeM BCEé BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOb HAUTH ero!
M&I TakKe KpaiHe 00eCTIOKOEHBI TeM, YTO MPOUCXOAUIIO C HUM B 3TOT CAMBI MOMEHT, ITI03TOMY,
IoXKasy#cTa, ycrnokoiTech!Mua Toxe 3T0 Teprena. OHa 6ecrioKounach 0 TOM, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT C
HUM IIPSIMO ceryac... KaXayl0 CeKyHOY Ka3aloch, YTOo IpoIen roa. Ho Bce xke oHa cobpanach ¢
nyxoMm. OHa He MOXKET COUTHU C yMa IPSIMO cerydac; 0COOeHHO TOT TYIou YOII0NO0K, KOTOPHIM HaKOHEeI-
TO TI0Ka3as cebs mupy. MUA HeBONMLHO IPUIIENIKHYIA I3HIKOM B 3HAK HEYIOBOILCTBUS, HO BCE XKe
IIOYYBCTBOBaJia MPUINB rOPAOCTU. Bembilika Muu ycrokouna 9¥MH, ¥ OHa MeIJIEHHO BEPHYIACh Ha
CBOE MeCTO. — XOTS MBI IeICTBUTENIFHO HE 3HAeM, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT C STUM UOUOTOM, ECTh TOJIHKO
OfIHA BeIllb, KOTOPYIO MBI 3HaeM HaBepHsKA... ¥ YTO OH KUB U 3m0poB.Ecnu Obl AnKpallla He Jraja UM,
TO 3TO OBIIO OBl TaK... eIMHCTBEHHAs MpobieMa 3aKiIovaeTCs B TOM, YTO IIPOU3OUMET C AJIJIEHOM,
KOT]a OH CTaHeT MaAIlIUM... BOT 4TO OECIIOKOuUIO0 e€ mpsamo ceidac. CocTosHue AjeHa... f gymaro,
MHPOBOT'0 TOCIIOAICTBA He U30eXKaTh... — Mus 6eCIIOMOIITHO B3OoxXHYIa. — OTKyHa Thl 3HAEIh, YTO OH
B Oe3omacHOCTH?MMUA BRITaIIMIIa CBOM TeaedOH ¥ IOJI0XKHUIA er0 Ha CTOJI. 3aTeM OHa IOIOOBUTaeT
€ro K JUMu. — AJIJIEH CUJIeH... cerdyac y Hero IpakTU4YeCKU He 0CTalIoCh COIEPHUKOB.DUMU B3sjIa
TPYOKy ¥ He MOTIJIa He YIUBUTHLCA. DTO OBIII0 04eHb 3HaKOMoe BHaeo. OHa yKe BUAeJa 9TO PaHbIIIE...
3TO0 OBIIIO CEHCALIMOHHOE BUOE0. [POMOBOM UMIIEPATOP... TAK OHU €T0 Ha3blBalld. MHOTHE JTIOIU
Ha3BIBAIOT €TI0 CAaMBIM CHUJIBHBIM CBEPXYENTOBeKOM. Ho... HM B KOEM clly4ae, €€ ChIH OB TEM CaMbIM
IoHOIIe#?! B TOT MOMEHT, KOT[la OHa YBU[eJIa OTpaxKeHue nulla AjjieHa Ha BUIEO0, XOTSI OHO OBITIO
HEMHOT'0 Pa3MBITHIM, DUMU He MOTJIa He aXHYTh OT YOUBJIEHUS, U CUJIbHas 00 IPOH3KUIA €€ cepalle.
OHa BBIIPSIMHUTIA CBOE TEJI0, KOTOPOE IIOYUTH IIOTEPSIJIO PaBHOBECHE, M HAKOHEI! BhIlaBuIa CIa0bIi
roJoc, eé ry6u gpoxanu. — Mo chiH, Kpuc — 3To I'pomoBoi nMneparop?!— I'poMoBoi
MMIIepaTop... AX [ia, Temepb eT0 Tak Ha3kBaloT, BepHO? — [IpobopmoTtana MHUA, noTarusas 4ai.“OH
neycTBuTENbHO AmieH, Kpuc Kakoi yrogHo... OfHAKO, KaK TOJIbKO OH MOKuHYJ KuTait, oH mpomain 6e3
BECTH...”— YTO TH UMeEEIIb B BUAY, TOBOPS, YTO OH IIPOMas? — BOCKJIUKHYIa DUMHU, KOTHa yCblllaja
atu cimoBa. OHa 0TOGpOCHIIa BCe B CTOPOHY, YYBCTBYSI, KaK BHYTPU Hee BCIIBIXMBAET BHe3alHas SPOCTh.
Ee pedeKTOpHEIN OTBET TOILKO YCYTYOUNI CUTYalUI0. — ITOT0 MBI HE 3HaeM...!CTUCHYB KeMYyxKHO-
Oenvle 3yOnl, MUA 3akpuydarna: OTyasiHHOe IOBefileHre JMM TaKKe B3BOJIHOBAJIO ee. ['Tsas npsiMo
Ha Muio, Oiimu yxKe cobrpanach 3arOBOPUTH, HO el OBIJI0 TPYIHO IPOU3HECTH TO, YTO OHA TOJIBKO
YTO BHOXHYJA. [IoTOMY 4TO B I/la3ax Muu OHA yBU[eJIa SMOIMY, KOTOPHIE HEe MOTJIHM OLITh SICHEe:
TOCKY, 00J1b, 0ECITOKOMCTBO, TPEBOT'Y. M3-3a BCEX 9TUX CUIBHLIX YyBCTB, OBIIO OB TIYIIO IS Hee,
ecnu OB OHa He TOHKWMasa, KaKue OTHOIIEeHUsT Y Muu Oblnu ¢ ee CHIHOM. Oy-T11y60K0 B3MOXHYB, JUMHU
oTepsisia fap pedu. B Bo3myxe moBucia HeomucyeMasi HeJIOBKOCTb. Y TyT KTO-TO OTKPBIT BEPh.—
[Touemy OBl HaM CHayasa He YCIOKOUThCS... 0ECIIOKONUCTBO 00 3TOM MaJlbuuKe HU4YEM He ITOMOKET...
KpOMe TOTO, 51 yBEpeHa, YTO OH B IIOPSAAKE U yXKe efeT Ciofa... — IIPO3By4Yasl BeCeblid, HO OTYETIUBO
SICHBIM KE€HCKHU T'0JI0C, KaK TOJIbKO OTKPHLIACh ABEPh. B IBEpH BOIIIa JOBOIHHO BEICOKAS KEHIIKMHA C
a3MaTCKUMHU YepTaMu JIulla, OdeTas B 3JIeTaHTHOE IINaThe. [T Ha ee U3dIMHbIe YePTH auila, MUA
mpou3Hecya ciabeiM romocoM:— Mama...— Yao~ — otBeTtuna Csa U Besinku, 6e3 COMHEHUS, ee MaTh.
OHa ppyxento0HO yIEIOHYIACh, fepKa B PyKax HECKOJIbKO MMUPOXKHBIX. TP KEHIIUHHI,
HaXO[UBIIMECS B KOMHATE, IIOCIEIIHO ITPUBENH B TIOPSIIOK CBOM JUIla U KUBHYIU.— [loxKamy#cTa,
pacckaXxuTe MHE BCe 0 MOEM ChIHEe — BHE3aIlHO IIONPOoCcuIa JYMMH, CKJIIOHUB I'OJI0OBY. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB,
Muu Bce paBHO, YTO OHA [IeJjlajia PaHbllle; B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA BCe elrle Oblyla 610I0rnyecKomn
MaTepbio AmeHa. M 3To HUKOrma He n3MeHuTcsi. OHa Bce elle OblTa KPaCHUBOM HEBECTKOM B
IIPUCYTCTBUU CBOEW CBEKPOBU. UTO KacaeTcs JIekl, TO y Hee OBIJIO CII0KHOe BEIpaXKeHUe Juila, HO
OHa HMYEro He CKalana. Ee HEHaBUCTh K CBOEM HACTOSIIEeN CeEMbe HECKOJIBKO YMEHbIIINIACh TEIepb,
KOT[la OHa yBHIella CBOI0 MaTh II0CJIe OYeHb AONIToro BpeMeHu. OHU CKa3ajid, 4YTO efla — 3TO He
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO Oy[eT MOPTUTLCS CO BpeMeHeM. [[axke HEHABUCTD U 37100a UCUE3HYT Yepe3 04eHb
nonroe BpeMs...Kpome Toro, 4To OB HU CITy4MJIOCh, KPOBB I'yIIle BOAHL...JIeliia HUUero He cKa3ana,
Kak OynTo He obpaiiasi BEUMaHUS Ha MaTh. J¥MU O€CIIOMOIIIHO II0CMOTpeia Ha Hee.— 4 CIIbIIIall,
YTO OH OB XOPOIIMM Manb4uKoM — OTBeTus1 Csi U. — CumnbHBINA, 0OOPHIN, HEXKHBIM U 0YEHb
OTBETCTBEHHBIN.YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO, TYOBR IUMU 3apoKaau OT ITy00KolM ToCKu.— Cepbe3H0? — CIIpOoCUlia



oHa.YcmrimaB Bompoc Jimu, MUA Ha MrHOBeHHUe 3a6biIa 0 BpaxkaeOHOCTH MEXOY HUMU U
3aroBOpUIIa C yIbIOKON: — AJieH, yepHbd neMoH Koposb, 6e3xkanocTHel [1oBeTuTEeND, UK THPAH,
OH OBUT Ha3BaH MHOTMMU UMEHaMHU... HEMHOTHE CHeJlaly U3 CTpaxa Iepef HUM, B TO BpeMs Kak
O0IBIIMHCTBO OBITIO CAENIaHO U3-3a €r0 BIaCTH.— XO0... — OUMH Hayaja IT0Ka3kIBaTh YIIBIOKY. —
[Toxoxke, 94TO MO CHIH ITOJIy4aeT YIOBOJILCTBUE...ITH UMeHa, 0€3yCIIOBHO, y2KacaloT, HO ee TOPA0CTh
KakK MaTepu chenala ee npeaB3aTou.— [la, 9To Tak — oTBeTuna MUA. — YeCTHO TOBOPS, MHI C
AnnenoM npuiunu u3 6yaymero.— !!? — 'masa O¥Mu pacCIIMPUIIUCE OT III0KA M3-3a BHE3AITHOTO
OTKPOBEHUS.
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