I'maBa 345: BracTs u paHr AnneHa.BpeMs, mpoBeeHHOE 3a YTEHNEM, CTPEMUTEILHO YI€Ty4nuBaIOCh.
BubnuoTeka, yBelllaHHas BUTPAXKHBIMUA OKHAMH, HATIOJIHSI/Ia TPOCTPAHCTBO BOMIIEOHBIMY IIBETAMH.
AnneH, 06JIOKOTUBIIKNCH Ha KHUKHYIO IOJIKY, TOTPY3UJICS B YTEHUE C HETIOAIeIbHEIM HHTEPECOM.
XO0Ts Ha MEePBOM 9TaxKe OBIIM JIMIND a3kl KICTOPYH, IJIST HETO 3TO OBIJIO KaK OTKPHITHE COKPOBUIITHUIIE.
OpuH 3a OpyTruM BOIIPOCH], KOTOPHIE €r0 BOJIHOBAIM, HaXOAuIN OTBETH. OfHAKO HEKOTOPHIE TaWHEI
BCe ellle 0CTaBaIuCh HEPACKPHITHIMU, 0COOEHHO U3MEHEHUS B €T0 MUPE, ITIepeceieHne CBEPXITIoNe u
cuna Beprunus. [To Mepe Toro Kkak He00 TEMHEIIO, MaJleHbKHE IIaphl, IIOX0XKKe Ha KaMHU, Havyalu
M3JIy4aTh CBET, CKOpee Bcero, Marudeckue. OHU OBUIH elrle CIIUIITKOM TYCKJIBIMU [JIST YTEeHUS, HO
AnneH He cobupasncs yxonuThb. OH B35 IPYTYIO KHUTY, ONIUPAsiCh Ha yNTy4dIllIeHHOe 3peHue U CBET
Jlynsl.J1a3r! BHe3anHO OTKphLUIACh ABEPD. AJINIEH, IOTPY2KEHHHBIN B UTEHUE, HO BCerfia Ha4eKy,
TIOMHSJI TJIa3a ¥ yBUAeEN 3HaKOMYI0 GUTYpY, UAYIIYI0 K HeMy.— Yke 1mo3aHo. TH ee He obefan, —
CKa3aJjla JpuKa, nmogxons: K Hemy.E€ nmuilo, kak 00bIYHO, ObIIO MSITKUM, CJIOBHO OHA pa3roBapuBalia C
MiagmuM 6patoM.— 4 B mopsake... — ry0Obl AJiieHa PacTSHYIUCh B HEXKHOM yibiOke, — [Ipomyck
OJIHOT0 IIpHEMa MUINY MHe He IMOBPeduT.JprKa TEeIIo MOCMOTpesa Ha AJiJieHa, e€ rjla3a CBETUINCH
ynbIOKoii. Korma AnieH OBEPHYJICS K HEM, eTo B3I OB COCPeIOTOYEH, BeOb OH OBIJT IOTTTy0Ke B
KHure. Ero kpacora 1 KOHIIEHTPALXsI TPOHY/IN DPUKY. XOTS OHA BUela MHOTO KPaCUBBIX JIIOJIEH,
Annen obyagan HEKUM OYapoBaHUEM, KOTOpOe IpuBJIeKano. 3To 010 Kak OyAaTo obasiHie TOTOMKOB
Boros u Borunb mo6Bu. Ho 0T kakoro KnaHa oH? 3To Obin He Knan @peliu. BuemHoCcTh AnneHa Oblna
a3uaTCKoi... Bo3M0xkHO, 13 HEOONIBIION STHUYECKOU IPynnbl? MoxKeT ObITh, OH BEIXKUII U3
pa3pyLIeHHOT0 MaJIeHbKOro KjlaHa Ha [lanbHeM BocToKe? OprKa OTI0KUjIa BOIIPOCH B CTOPOHY U
ckasana:— [laxke boru He MpomnycKawT Tpameskl, TH Ke 3Haelllb. — JpuKa cj1abo yapOHyIach. —
[Tomnu.— 4 moupy mo3xke, S X04y 3aKOHUYUTH 3TO IIEPBBIM, — AJIJIEH MMOTHSJ KHUTY, KOTOPYIO YUTall.
— "HMcnoBenb KONOYHOB U BedbM [leTpyca bunchenbauryca". 3To Oblla 3amyuch TPU3HAHUM
mpepnosiaraeMeix BegbM IIutepa buHchenbaa, marolas Kiaccu@uKalnio JeMOHOB, U3BECTHHIX KaK
KH3bs1 Ana.— KHura o jeMoHax?.. — C COMHEeHUEeM crpocuia Opuka.OHa nopoiiia K AJIJIeHy U cejla
psamoM. OT e€ Tella UCXOOUIT CNTabbli CITaiKKWM apoMaT, KOTOPHIM He MOT He IPOOYIUTh OPEeMITIOIINA
nyx Annena. Eciu 651 He ero HeOOBIKHOBEHHAsI CTOMKOCTD, OH ObIJI OBl y2Ke 04apoBaH. JpuKa
IIOMHS/Ia TOJIOBY, IOCMOTpENia Ha AjlJIeHa U CKa3aja:— Thl JedCTBUTEIbHO X04ellb YUUThCA. f
CTIBIIIAJIa OT OXPaHHMKA, YTO THl HEe BRIXOAUJII OTCIOfA [0 CUX MOpP.AJJIeH moXKUMaeT IIjledaMu, Clerka
ynbI6aeTcss ¥ TOBOPUT:— ¢ MMOKa HUYero He MOMHIO, HO, CYOs 110 TOMY, YTO THl CKa3asla, IeMOHHI
ceituac B ymape. Jlto6ombITHO. KpoMe TOro, y MeHs ObIJI0 YYBCTBO, YTO ST MOT'Y CTOIKHYTHCS C HUMU B
OynmyieM... 1 He MOTY CpaXKaThCs BCIEMYI0... BEPHO?— IJTO OBIIO AENCTBUTEIHHO XOPOIIO... HaM
OTIpefieIEHHO He TTOMeIIaeT ellé OffHa PyKa IIOMOIIY, — 0J00pUTENIbHO KMBHYJa Opuka. — OgHaKo,
THI CpazkasCsl paHbIne?. . AljeH moKadal rojioBor:— Jlymalo, 94To ga. beinu Koe-KaKve BOCIIOMUHAHUS,
HO BCe OHM ObLIM CMYTHHIMH. Ho, 110 KpaliHe# Mepe, s 3Hal0 HEKOTOPhIe U3 CBOUX CIIOCOOHOCTEH...—
A? He xouelb paccka3aTh? — JpHUKa C TI000IBITCTBOM IIOCMOTpea Ha Hero.— ... 1 He COBCEM
IIOHMMal0, HO iyMalo, 4To 51 YOuiilia ApakoHOB...!!? ['1a3a OpuKM pacIIUPUIIUCh OT II0Ka, a POT
IIpeBpaTuiCs B MajleHbKyI0 OyKBY "O". OHa HMKOTITIa, la’ke B CAMbIX CMEJIbIX CBOUX OXUAaHUAX, HE
nyMara, 4To AnneH — Youiina [IpakoHoB. [Ipodeccus, KoTopasi upe3BbiUaliHO pefika U
MOTYIIIECTBEHHA. YBUJIEB MTOTPSICEHNE DPUKHU, AJITIEH YIILIOHYIICS elllé mupe.— BepHo, 1 MOE UMS...
kKaxetcs, Comn. A U3 KaKoro s KjlaHa, S He 3Hal. {1 Hu4ero He MOMHIO O CBOEM IIPOUCXOXKIEHUH. ..
II0OKa HUYEro He MPUXOOUT B FOJIOBY...— ... — OPHKa OIIeJIOMJIEHHO yCTaBUJIach Ha AJlJIeHa U Kakoe-
TO BpeMS He MOI'JIa OTBETUTh.AJIJIEH CKa3all 3TO, IOTOMY 4YTO... Ha €r0 Tejle, XOTS OH U He XOTell
3TOTO0, HO Jaxe ecyu Obl OH IOTBITAJICS CKPHITh CBOIO IPAaKOHBIO aypy, OHa BCE paBHO IIPOCOYMIach
05l XO0Th HeMHOT0. Y ¢ 3TUMHU ri1a3aMu 0Iy00T0B OHU, BEPOSITHO, 3aMeTAT 3T0. Oco0eHHO ceiyac,
KOTJla ero Cujaa MeJjIeHHO BOCCTaHaBNIuBaeTcsa. M Hago 3HATh, OBIIO TOILKO [IBE BO3MOKHEIE
IPUYHHEI, T0YeMy Y Hero Obiia [IpakKoHbs aypa: BO-IIEPBHIX, OH OB IOTOMKOM ApPaKOHa U, Cy[s II0
ero aype, oH OyZeT I'TaBHBIM IIOTOMKOM, @ BO-BTOPBIX, OH Y3yPIIUPOBaJ CUIy ipakoHa! A Te monu,
KOTOPHIE Y3yPIIUPOBAJIU BJIAaCTh JpakoHa, MOTYT ObITh TOJIBKO... yOuiiaMu fpakoHoB! [IpaKOHEH B
HebecuoMm LlapcTBe — 0OfiHa 13 MOTYIIEeCTBEHHBIX pac. Bcerga B CTOpOHE OT MUPa, ¥ XOTS OHU He
BCerma UIryT 60phLOHI C TIOObMU, HO MHOTHA OHU IMPUXOMAST ¥ UTPAIOT - U 9Ta UTPa He 3aCTAaBUT APYTUX



JIIofel 4yBCTBOBAThL Ce0sT XOPOIIo U cuacT/InBO. OHU YKaACHBI, U 'y OOIBIIMHCTBA U3 HUX €CTh
KOMIIJIEKC ITPeBOCXO0ACTBa. Becerma cuurtanu cebst MPpUBETIMBEIMU U BEICOKOMEPHBIME. OOHAKO Jaxe
Boru mpuaHanu Obl, YTO CUIa APaKOHOB Oblia, 6€3yCII0BHO, eIMHCTBEHHOW B CBOEM pofe. Y HUX axkKe
eCTh C1IocoOHOCTDb yOuBaTh boros. Takum 00pa3oM, GONBIIMHCTBO KJIaHOB BoroB n36eraimT 100bIX
CTOJIKHOBEHMUH C pacoll ipakoHOB. TeM He MeHee, HEKOTOPEIE JII0[H, 0COOEHHO T'epOoU, TPOTUBOCTOSIT
3TOMY YHUKEHUIO ¥ 60PIOTCS ¢ HUM. HEKOTOpEle yMUPaIOT, HO HEKOTOPhIe TaKKe CyMesH BEIUTH
nmobenuTeNnsIMU, BCE BpeMsi Habupast HEBEPOSATHYIO cuiny. OgHako my6irKa 3HAeT, YTO CTaTh
ucTpebuTeIeM IPAKOHOB - 3TO He MPOCTO YOUTh ApakKoHa. Hy:KHO OBITh IPU3HAHHEIM IPAKOHOM, C
KOTOPHIM OH CpazKaJiCsi, U MO3BOJIUTH MY OTHATh BCE TOMY, KTO YOUIJI ero, CheJl ero cepale u
MCKYIIaJICSI B €ro KPOBU. DTO HACTOSIIUE PUTYal IpeBpalleHrs B UCTpeOuTeNns: pakoHoB...! 1 Bcé
e UCcTpebuTenei IpakoHOB B 9TOM MUPe OUYeHb Majio. M OOBIMUHCTBO U3 HUX CTAJU
HeNPEB30UIEHHEIMY reposiMu B mupe! Takum oOpa3oM, JpuKa Ovlna KpaliHe IIOKMPOBaHa, y3HaB, YTO
AnneH Ha caMoM fee Obln yOouiiiies opakoHoB. Ecnu Gkl OH IeHCTBUTEIBHO OBITT OMHUM U3 HUX, TO
cTtas OBl MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM BOMHOM!— ...KpOMe 3TOT0, HEYXKeJH THl JeCTBUTEJIbHO HUYETO He
IIOMHUIIL?.. — AJIJIEH C KPUBOM YCMELLIKOU ITI0KavaJ rojoBoi. — K coxasieHu10, MOU BOCIIOMUHAHUS
BCE elllé B OecIiopsifke, U s He 3Hal0, YTO PeaybHo, a YTo HeT...E1é ogHa mpuyYnHa, M0 KOTOPOX OH He
MOXKET ITOJTHOCTBIO0 CKPHITh CBOIO APAKOHBIO aypy, 3aKJII04aeTCs B TOM, YTO €CJIM OH 3TO CHAEJIAeT, ero
opyroe teno, 6e3 coMHeHUs, OymeT cpady 3aMedeH0. XOTsS ero MOXKHO Ha3BaTh "AHTeIoM CMepTu", OH
OBLT BCET0 JTUIIL HagmuM aureioM! Ecimu OBl 3TO CTajlo U3BECTHO, ero coumu 0wl meMonoM! ITagrmme
aHTeJIbl, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, COIO3HUKM IeMOHOB! OgHa aypa Jo/kHa OBITh 0CBOOOXKIEHA, YTOOH
IIOKPHITH APYTY10. M 9TO ero mpakoHbs aypa. — McTpeOuTesnb APaKOHOB... — JpHUKa HEe MOXKET
cOepKaTh youBIeHUs. Takou I0HOIIA, KaK OH, He MOXKeT ObITh CTapIlle MeHs... TOTHa Kak ke OH CMOT
CTaTh UCTPEOUTENEM IPAKOHOB?.. — TBOM PAHT CUJIHL... Tl IOMHHUIIL?.. — AJIJIEH TI0OKa4as TOJI0BOM 1
mevanabHO YIRIOHYICS. DpUKa HaXMypuiIack. — Y Hac OB KaMeHb [JIT U3MEPEHUS CHJIHL... MBI
OEUCTBUTEILHO MOXKEeM U3MEPUTh TBOIO CUJTY, €CJIM Thl XOYelllb... KOHEYHO, €CJIA Thl XOYelllb... —
CKasaJla OHa, YTOOHl He CTaBUTh AJlJIeHa B HEJIOBKOE II0JI0KEHHe. — ...XOPOII0. — KUBHYJ AnneH. To,
YTO ero paHr Oy#eT W3BEeCTeH, Ha CaMOM fejie He BaXHO... XOTS caM OH He MOXKeT 06 3TOM
pacckasarth, IOTOMY YTO 3TO OyHET BHITJIAAETh TakK, OyATO OH BOCCTAHOBUJI IIaMSTh, & €CJIU U HET, TO Y
Hero BO3HUKHYT IMoAo3peHus. C TaKUM XKe YCIIeXOM MOXKHO ITepecTpaxoBaThCs...OHHU BBHILIIA U3
O6ubIMOoTeKH. JPHKa IoBesa AjjieHa B BOCTOYHYIO YaCTh 0COOHSIKA, B POCKOIIIHLIM IIepeMOHUAIbHEIN
3aj1. A B BOCTOYHOM YaCTH 3ajla HaXOOUJICS OTPOMHBIN ro1y00BaTo-0eIblii KPUCTAIT, BEPOSITHO,
0KO0J10 3-4 MeTpOB BHICOTOH. [Ioce KOPOTKOTr0 3HAKOMCTBA C 3TUM MECTOM, JpUKa IOIPOCHUIia
AnneHa IPUKOCHYTHCS K MTOBEPXHOCTH KPHUCTaJlJia, U B ODHO MTHOBEHUE BCE TTOMellleHue OBII0
ITOKPHITO TEMHO-OPAHKEBEIM CBETOM. YBUIEB 3T0, IPUKa Cpa3y ke 0CTo0eHelNa 1 3acCThl/ia Ha
Mecte. — HeT, HU 3a 4T0!..? — Briciiuii panr UMnepatopa!? — OpHKa B yXKace yCTaBUIach Ha
KPUCTaI, a moToM Ha AnneHa. Ha camoMm gesne oH ObUT mo4TH HU3MUM BoxkecTBoM...!? He cnumrkom
JIA 3TO IIpEeyBeINY€eHO...!? JprKa Bcerga cyuTaja, YTO, XOTS BIacTh AJlJiIeHa MOXKHO CYUATATh
BBICOKOM, HO C €T'0 BO3pacTOM OH [I0/IK€eH ObITh MPUMEPHO Ha BepinuHe KopoieBCKOro paHra uiu
Haya/lbHOT 0 paHra MMmepaTopa, Kak u oHa. Ho HUKOr{la OHa He 0XuAana, 4To AJJIeH Ha BHICIIEM
pasnre...!! 9To yKe OfMH IIaT K TOMY, UYTOOBI CTaTh HACTOSIIUM... MeHbIIUM boxecTtBoM! He ciuiiikom
v oH Monof!..? OHa HUKOTTla He COMHeBaach B Bo3pacTe AJljieHa, MOTOMY 4TO, KaK OgHAaXKAbI
CKa3ajia ey MaTh, OCMaTpuBas €ro COCTOSIHME, BO3pacT AJlyleHa He MOXKET IIepeBajIiTh 3a ABaAllaTh
neT. OH mencTBUTENBHO OBbLT I0HOMIEH! Ho.. Kak 3T0 BO3MOXKHO IJIsT HETO MOCTHYhL BEPIIUHEI IIapCTBa
HwMmnepaTopa?.. [Jaxke oHa, KoTopas Obljla IMPOBO3TJIallleHa TeHWEM, BCE eIll€ HaXO[uIIach B paHTe
HayvanbHOTo MiMIiepaTopa, u €€ Bo3pacT noutu goctur 40 nert...! XoTs Ha caMOM fefie OHa BHITJIsIeNa
netT Ha 20, He Gosbire... Takre Kak OHa CTApeloT MefjeHHee B IBa pa3a II0 CPaBHEHHIO CO
cmepTHEIMU. Ho 3BaHMe AsneHa OBUIO CIMIIKOM HEpeaslbHbIM U HEBEPOSATHHIM! AJlJIeH Xe, HallpOTUB,
He BepuJI CBOUM ylIaM. Bricimui panr MMnepatopa...? Korga oH nogHssICSA Ha HOBBIM YPOBEHB? BBIIO
OBI XOPOIIIO, eCIi ObI 9TO OBIT BCE €II€ CPeMHUN PaHT, HO BBICIINM...? — ThI, THI BHICIITHHI
HMMnepaTopckuil paHr...?! — Opuka He MOIJia He BOCKJIMKHYTh B I0Ke! OfHAKO, YBUAEB CIIOKOMHBIN
B3TJIsAA AJlIeHa, TO JIX OH He 3HaJI, HaCKOJIbKO 3TO IIOKUPYET, TO JIX IMTPOCTO OBIT K 3TOMY



PaBHOMYIIEH, pa3yM IPUKU MTOCTEIIEHHO YCIIOKOUICS. Y BCE Ke B e€ ceplle MIeBEIbHYI0Ch
comHenue. Ecnu AnneH OBbIJT TAKUM MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM... I0YEMY OHA COBCEM ero He 3HaeT? Eciu oH
OblT HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM T€HHEM, TO [TI0YeMy OHa BooO1le 0 HEM He cibiirana? MHorga KimaHe boros
co0Hpanuch U ycTpauBaau copeBHOBaHUS B Konuaee, 4TOOB II0OKa3aTh CUJTy CBOUX JE€TEH, U 3TO
TaK¥e CTaJio CIoco00M MOAHSATH MPECTHXK KilaHa boroB mpoTuB Apyrux KinaHoB. OUeBHOHO, UTO OHU
BBIOEPYT CBOUX JIYYIIWX JIIOOEeN [ y4acTHus U MOHeCyT UX 3HaMs... Ha camoM fese, oHa Bcerpa Oblsia
n30paHHOM B CBOEM KJlaHe, HOPBEXKCKOM U KOT{la-TO CUAella Ha 1-M MecTe BCEro IOKOJIEHHUS, HO
Telepb OHa IOTepIiesia MopaXkKeHre U CTajla 2-M BHICIIMM I'eHHEM BCEX KJIaHOB. TeM He MeHee, faxke
1-it OBIT BCE eIré HEMHOT'0 BBIIIIE €€ B IJIaHE BJIACTH UM CHUJIBI, ¥ €TI0 PAHT BCE eIé OB maxke
HayvaabHEIM paHroM MMmepaTopa, 6JTM3KUM K IIPOPHLIBY Yepe3 IapCTBO CPENHETO paHra, U 3TO CTaJlo
CEeHCAIIMOHHOM CKOPOCTHIO POCTA, U BCE XKe... DpUKa He MOXKET He CMOTPETh Ha OETOr0 B YEPHOE
IOHOIIY Tiepef co00i, KOTOPHIY BCE eINE BHITIISAeN 0e3pa3IuYHbIM U HAaMBHHIM HEBUHHBIM... OHA HE
3HaJla ero 00eByI0 CUITy, TaK KaK He BHOeJa ero B 0010, HO CYMOs 110 TOMY, YTO V HETO OBIJT BLICOKUI
YPOBEHb CIIM3K B KaUeCTBE NOMAIIIHET0 XKMBOTHOT'O U MTpaBa, YTO OH ObUT UCTPeOUTEIEM IPAKOHOB...
KOHEYHO, ero cuja He Oblyta O6bI TaKoM cr1aboi, Kak y Hero... Ha caMoM fiesnie, OH, BEPOSITHO, laxkKe
cunbHee e€! Kak 9T0 BO3M0XKHO...!? CyOs 10 TOMy, YTO TOBOpUJIa €M MaTh, HaCTOSIIAN BO3PaCT
AnneHa He MoXkeT nepeBanuTh 3a 20 net. E€ Bo3pacT yxe npubnuxancs K 40 romgaM, B TO BpeMs Kak
IIepPBOMY T'eHUI0 OBINIO 3a TPUALATh.... OH nerko nobemun ux oboux! Ho oHa He cibllIana 0 TakKOM
TeHUH... HeyXKeJIl ero KJIaH IMBITAJICS CIPATaTh €r0 UK YTO-TO B 9TOM pofde”?..
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