WmnepaTop ¢edt 651 CTPaHHEIM YetoBeKoM. OH cepzKasl CBOe CJI0OBO U HE TIOMOTaJl, U He
TIPETSITCTBOBAJI €€ YCUIHUSAM BeIKUTh. OHA He BUIENa ero 1mocjie TOH MepBOi BCTPeYH 0 TeX IO,
TIOKA MHOTO JIET CITCTS TOYTH He 3a0blyla 0 HEM.

Ee cnepmytolas BCTpeda ¢ UMIIEPaTOPOM IIPOM30IIIa, KOTAa OHa CMepTeIbHO 3aboesia BOBpeMs
ocobeHHO cypoBo¥ 3uMbl. OHa He MOTJIa IeTh 0OJIbIlle HefeNly, TOTOMY 4YTO Kalllelib ¥ 00Jb B ropjie He
IIO3BOJISITIN € NIEeTh.

Bupsi, 94To cornaieHue NOMyCKaeT MPOIYyIIeHHOe ITeHue Bo BpeMs 0oye3nu, Mal Xya He o4ueHb
OecroKounIach 0 ee BHE3AITHOM OCTaHOBKE (KPOME TOT0, OHa Oblla CIUIIKOM 00JIbHA, YTOOR
3a00TuThCs). [109TOMYy OHA OYEHb YOMBUIACH, KOTHA CaM UMIIePaTOp MPUIIEeNT IPOBEHaTh ee.

Korpa oHa BrepBhle YBUOENA €70, TO HE MOTJIa CMOTPETh IIPSIMO Ha HET'0, TOTOMY YTO OH MCYe3 Ol
Ho Bo BTOpPOI pa3 OHa yBUfesa ero 04YeHb OTYETINBO. BMECTO OIPDOMHOI0 XUIITHOTO 3BePs OH
BBITJIIZIE]T KaK MOJIOIOM oyieHb. Ero Mex ObIJT TEMHEBIM, ITBITBHO-TOIYOBIM, HO I'J1a3a CBEPKAJU SIPKUM
3o110TOoM. Ecyu Ob1 OHa Oblsia B Iy4IIeM COCTOSIHHM, TO HEMHOT'O UCIIyTrajach Okl eT0o
CIOppeanuCTUieCKON BHEITHOCTH.

E OBl MOpakeH ero MOSIBJIEHUEM.

- [Touemy T8I 30€Ch? - E HeCKOJIBKO I'py00 OAUEPKHYTI CII0BO "THI".

- OHa He 1efa, BOT 9 ¥ MpHUIIe.

- Tl cormacurcsi, 4To eciau oHa 3a00JieeT, TO MeTh el He IIpHUOETCs.



- 4 Tak u cgenarin.

- ... TaK II0YEMY XK€ TEI 3gecs? - Ha aToT pa3 E Obl 03aayeH.

- OHa He TIejIa, BOT s ¥ MpHIIe. - [IOBTOPHI KMIIepaTop, KakK OYITO 9TO YTO-TO 3HAYHIIO.

Bups, uto umneparop ¢eit cobupaeTcs: OBITH TYIIEIM, HAMEPEHHO MJIM HET, BBl OTKA3aJIUCh OT 3TOU
JIMHUU PaCcCIPOCOB.

- Pa3 yx THI 37ech, mouyemy Ovl TeGe He CTaTh IMOJNIE3HHIM U He MCLETUTH ee?

WmMnepaTop mocMoTpent Ha deto, 1 eMy He IOHPABUIJIOCh €70 HeYBaXKUTEIbHOe OTHOLIEHNE.

- [loueMy 51 monkeH 4TO-Mu0O0 menaTh?

E Ha MrHOBeHUe 3amyMa’cs.

- Ecnu BB 3TO crienaeTe, 1 Oyay MOYTHUTENIEH B TeUeHUe THS.

- [TonHBIE 000POT 3EMITH.



- Hepgenro.

- [lTecTh MOMHBIX JIYH.

- Kak Hacuet Mecsila, u g He Oyny BecTu ce0s ere 6oree 37106HO II0Cie TOTO, KaK UCTEYET 3TO
BpeMs”?

VimmepaTop Peii ycTano mIoCMOTpen Ha Te0s.

- Cornaces.

VimnepaTop TaH noBepHyJicS K 601e3HEHHON, KaLUIAONUeN JeByIIKe U MOOLIIIal Ha Hee. 30JI0TUCTRIN
TyMaH OKyTaJl ee TeJjlo, IOIPY3UJICAd B HEro, U KallleJib MTHOBEHHO IIpekpaTuiicd. Ee nuxopangka
CIajia, ¥ JUIO0 NpruoOpesio HopMasbHbIM I[BET.

Mbsi Xya CMyTHO CJIBIIIAJIa UX Pa3roBop.

- Cnacwu6o. - Cepbe3Ho CKa3adJlla OHa, T'idns B 30JIOTUCTEIE T'JIa3ad OJIEHS.

Yx0 uMIeparopa OepHYJIOCh, CJIOBHO OT YAUBIIEHUS.



I/IsmyquHaﬂ HeJeJIbHbBIM KalllJIeM, OHa 6bICTp0 Iorpy3uiiaCh B COH.

[TonabmiongaB 3a Helt HEMHOTO, OJIeHb ITOBePHYJICH K E 1 HanoMmuun: «OHa OOJKHA MEeTh C
3aBTPAIITHETO0 THSI».

- Ia, Tocriogus. - OTBETUIT OH CaMbIM BEeXKJIUBEIM TOHOM, 0€3 TEHU capKa3Ma.

OneHb - UMIEPaTOpP IPUCTANIBHO ITOCMOTpeI Ha E, a 3aTeM cKa3asl ¢ HEKOTOPHIM yIUBIEHUEM:
«HaBelllail MeHd Io4allle, B 3TOM CliefylomeM "Mecsie". 4 X049y IOroBOPUTE C TOOOM».

Bce nutio E Hanmpsriock, a 3aTeM pacciabuioch B MPUSTHOM BHIPaXKEHUH.

- Mo TOCIIOOVH T'OBOPHT, 3TOT CJIyI'a IIOBUHYETCH.

Omnensb KUBHYIJI, IIOBEPHYJICSA U BHIIIEII.

Korpa umneparop yues, E B SpocTu TOMHYJ HOTO#, YTOOR! BHIIIJIECHYTh CBOE pa30dyapoBaHuUe.
W3My4uBIIKChH, OH 3aNPHITHYJI HA KPOBaTh CBOEN M3alMall U MOJI0KUII MaJIeHbKYIO JIAfOLIKy el Ha
IIEKYy.

- OH 9TOT0 He 3aCNyKHBaeT, HO pafu Te0s s cOesao Bce, YTO YIogHO. - [IpolienTar oH, Mpexae yeM



IMPpUXKATHCA OuKe U TOXe 3aCHYTh.

[Tocne aTtoro Mai Xya BpeMsi OT BpeMeHHU MeJIbKOM BUfIeNla UMIIEPaTOpa, BCETa B €T0 OlIeHbel
dbopme. MiHOTHA OH OBIT MOJIOOEIM OJIeHeM, berymum 1o jecy B HeM3BeCTHHIE MeCTa, HHOTIa OH OBII
O4YeHb CTAphIM M MYIPHIM, TSI HAa Hee CBepXy BHU3, KOT{la OHA UTpaJia Ha CBOeMH JIoTHe u meia. Ho
OH HUMKOTTIa He MOAXOOU CIUIIKOM 0JIM3K0, TaK YTO OHa HUKOTHA He MOTJjla XOPOIIIo ero
PaccMOTpETE.

Opuaxnasl Moait Xya mpaKTHKOBalach B Jla3aHUHU I10 IePEBbSIM (UTO OHA Hefiajia [iJisd pa3BlieueHus U
YKPEIJIEHUs CBOETO TeJla), KOTrfia YBUela OrpoMHble 06J1aka opIMa, TogHUMAloIIecs: B He60. Brin
yXKe MOYTH Beuep, ¥ CHavaja OHa WX He 3aMeTusna. BcTpeBokeHHas1, TOTOMY YTO OT'OHb Ha Tope He
OBLT LTYTKOM, OHA IIOCJIeioBasia 3a ABIMOM, ITHITAsICh HAWUTH €T0 UCTOUHUK.

OHa TOJIBKO YTO BHIIIIA U3 JIeca, Korma E 3akpuyan:

- MaiiMai, nomoxmu!

- Ia uto xke 3T0 E? TaMm OBIM, g MOIXKHA...

- [IbIM MMIeT IPSIMO M3-3a TOPHL.

- ...0. - Mt Xya 3amequa IIar ¥ HakoHell oOpaTuiia 60bllle BHUMaHUS Ha TO, UTO BuAena. [lepen
Hel paCcCTUIaI0Ch OTPOMHOE TPABSHUCTOE II0JIe, a 3a HUM, aJleKO-IajleKo, HaXOIUICS ropof, B
KOTOPOM OHa KOTrha-To Kuja. B3oOpasimuce Ha 6nuxkaiiliiee fepeBo, YTOOHI MOTyYIlle Pa3risifeTh
OKPECTHOCTH, OHa yBUEJa, YTO YacTh ropofda Obl/la OXBaueHa IIJTaMeHEM.



CocpenoTouuB CBOIO LI B ry1a3ax, OHa CMOTJIa JIy4Ille Pa3rIsfeTh, 4To mpoucxonut. Ee cepaie
CKaJIoCh OT 3TOTO 3penuma. Tam ObIIH JIIOOY B HOCIEXax, IMOMKUTAOIIMe T0Ma, YOUBAIOIe MyXKYUH,
HaCHUJIYIOIVe XKeHIIYH U yTacKupaomue fetei. OHa yopasa cBoio Llu u oTBEpHYIACh, YYBCTBYS
TOIIHOTY.

- Yro TH Bupena? - Cropocun E, 06eCIIOKOeHHEIH ee peakIue.

- M-ux yOuBaloT.

- Koro?

- l'opoxas. 4 gymato, 4TO B IOPOJ BTOPraeTcs apMUs U pa3pyllaeT ero.

- A... 1 yKe BCTpeuas 3TUX apMelCcKux TBapel. Thl XKe He JyMaelllb, YTO OHU MPUAYT cioga? MHe Onl
He XOTeJI0Ch CHOBA UMETh C HUMHU [EJI0... HafIel0oCh, OHU OCTAHYTCS TaM, BHU3Y.

- Heyxenu Te6s He BONHYET, YTO JIIOOM yMUPaioT?! - Mait Xya mouTu Kpudasa, yKacascCh ero arnaTHH.

E CKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY HabOK. - «A IToYeMy 9TO OOKHO MeHs BOJIHOBaTh? OHU chefany 4To-HUOyIb
xopotree aynst MeHs? OHU cOenany ajig Tebs 4To-HuOymb Xopolee?»

Mboii Xya mokadara royioBoi. - «Tam He Bce Obtu mIoxuMu. He Bce 3acimyKuUBaaud CMEPTH... BOT Tak».



- [Tazke ecy TH TaK TOBOPHIIB, YTO THl MOXKEIIh cAeaTh? - E OpoCcHI Ha Hee TSKeJIbIH B3TIIS.

OHa npukycuna ry6y, 4yBCTBysl ce0sl He B CBOeH Tapeske.

- Tel Beib IOHKUMAEIIh, YTO €CJIM THl YUOEIIL C TOPHl, TO HET HUKAKOM TapaHTUM, YTO OH IIO3BOJIUT
TeOe BepHYThCS, BepHO? U maXke eciiu OH 3TO CAeJlaeT, OH MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh BacC 3aIlyIaTUTh 0ojiee
JKECTKYIO LIeHY BO BTOPO#M pas.

- 4... 1 3Haw0. - OHa CKJI0OHMJIa I'0JI0OBY, YyBCTBYS, KaK TAKECTh CAeJaHHOT0 BEIOOpa NaBUT Ha Hee. -
Huuero He menarts...

- 9To O6uTBa MKy JIIOObMU, MalMal. ITO He UMeeT K Te0e HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHHUS.

- He rosopu Tak! 4 xe yenosek, E, yuenosek. U atu monu He uyxkue. Mou pOOUTENN 3HAJIU UX,
HEKOTOphIe U3 HUX OBLIN HOOPHI K MOEW CeMbe.

E Ha MrHOBeHHE 3aMOI4all, a IOTOM B3OXHYII.

- Torga ugy K HUM. 4 MTOHATUS HE KMeI0, YTO Thl JyMaelllb, YTO MOXKeIllb CelaTh, HO UOU U [efai To,
YTO MOKEIIIb.



YyBcTBys cebs yxkacHO, Maii Xya nmocMmoTpena Ha E monmHbIME crie3 rna3aMiu. - < MHe o4eHb Xaib, E.
4 3nato0, yTo 0bemiana, s 3Halo, HO... ...

On 3a0yM4YUBO XMBIKHYVII. - «BeYHOCTB - 3TO JEeHCTBUTENBHO JOITHUI CPOK».

Ona PaCTepsiHHO IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HETO. - «KOHEYHO, 9TO Tak?»

- Xa! He 6epu B ronoBy. Miou. - YBuIeB ee medaabHOE JIUI0, OH BCKOYMII €# Ha I'OJIOBY U yIapHI ee. -
«He 6ymb Tako#! Ecnu Th coOupaenses caenath qoOpoe feno, Aenai ero ¢ BBICOKO MOMHSATON
rooBo¥. HUKaKUX COKAJIEHUM, IIOHUMAEIIL?»

Mbsii Xya CcHsiIa €ero C TOJIOBH U IIOLleJIoBajia B MaJIeHbKYIO IIedKy. - «f mobmio Te6s1, E».

3aTeM OHa ycafiujia ero Ha 3eMIII0 U mobexkana.

E cMoTpen Ha ee ucuesawuyo GUrypy u miakaa. Kak ToJIbKO OH 3TO chefiajl, TeHb OJIeHd yIajia Ha
ero gpoxaliee TeJo.

- [ToueMy THI TO3BOJIUII €M YUTH, €CIU coOUpacs IIaKaTh?

®ell MUCTHEB BCXJIUIIHYJI, CIMIIKOM nevyayeHHbBIH, YTOORI JaxXe CePOUThCA Ha ero 6eC‘-Iy'BCTBeHHOCTB.



- Hey}KeHI/I TBI TaK 1 HE HAYYHUJICA 3a BCE I3TO BpeMH? [ToitMaTh UX B JIOBYUIKY HUKOT'Ja HE IIOJIYYUTCA.
B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB OHU YfIJIYT, YyTO OBl B HU menanu. ['maBHOe - 00T OHU Tebs Un IIPOKJIMHAIOT,
Korga yxogdrT.

OneHb CTaNl OYeHb HEMOABUAKEH, yCIbIIaB peub E. Ho yepe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMsi OH IIOBEPHYJICS U
yIIIet.

E maxe He IOTPYAUIICS TOCMOTPETDL €MY BCIIE].
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