[Toka E Ovln 3aHSAT CBOMMHU MBICIISIMM, Mait Xya Bce ellle pa3roBapuBaa Cc LI3uHb.

— Tol... — OHa ¢ ynuBneHueM nocMorpersa Ha [IxuHa. «[IogyemMy Tl HUUEro He CKa3asl paHblle? UTo,
eCnu OBl 5 TIOTIBITAJICS 3aCTaBUTDh TeOST CIIYCTUTHCS C TOPHI? f MOT clnydyaiHO yOUTh TeOS ¥ KTO 3HAET
qTO elre!

«Pa3Be T He 00elal 0CTaThCS C Ne?»
— Hy nma, Ho...

«Torga mouemy TH IOKUHYJ Topy?» [[2KMH UCIyraHHO ITIOCMOTPET Ha Hee, BCIIOMUHA, 4TO cKa3an E.
OH noppasyMeBal, YTO OHA MOXKeT YUTH BO BTOPOY pa3, HeCMOTPS Ha cBoe obelanue. Ero xBaTka Ha
ee pyKe cxXKaJlach IIOYTHU 0 OOJIH.

Mbsii Xya norjaguiia Kpemnko CKUMAIOIIYI0 PYKY, IBITasACh YCIOKOUTD [[KKHa, U CJIerkKa B3LOXHYa.
«[1KWH, 9 He MJIaHUPYIO yXOOuTh. Mo€ HamepeHne — ocTaThCsa. Ho s He MOTy IIpefCcKa3kBaTh
Oynyuiee. Bo3aM0XHO, TPOU30#MOET YTO-TO, YTO 3aCTABUT MEHS YUTHY.

"HeTt!" OH SIpOCTHO OTpHIIAJ €€ CJIOBa, IPUTATHUBas ee K cebe 1 3aKyIoyas B KJIETKY CBOUMU PyKaMH.
«M»a1Mboii, HeCMOTPS HU Ha YTO, TH HEe MOXKeIb yiTu! 1 He mo3Boio Tebe! Tl JOJIKHA OCTAThCS ! »

['ma3a Mboii Xya cy3unuchk. B HeM ompefiesieHHO IPUCYTCTBOBAIO HE3I0POBOe COOCTBeHHNYECTBO. OHA
He ITO3BOJIUT eMy 3aHUMAaThCSI 3TUM C HEH.

— He moBTOpSsiit omm60K mpoIioro, IKuH. - pe3K0 CKa3aya OHa. «Thl IIPOTHAJ CEeCTPY CBOeH
PEBHOCTBIO ¥ COOCTBEHHHYECTBOM. MMIepaTop cuenat HeuTo momo0Hoe. B uTore oH ocTascs OOWH.
9TO TO YTO TH XOuellb? BEITh OqHOMY HaBcerga?»

Ona no4yBCTBOBasa, KaK OH B3OPOTHYJI, a 3aTeM 3axXHBIKaJl, Ha 3TOT pa3 ero rojaoc ymonan: «Mue
oueHb XKaib. A He Oyny TeOs 3acTaBnATh. f He 3TO UMen B BUmy. f... mpocrTo... [Toxkanyiicra, He
OCTaBJIAM MeHs, MattMai, moxKanyicTa, He yxonu. f 6ymy XOpoIIuM, s BHIC/IyIIaio BCE, YTO THI
ckaxelb. [Toxanyicra, OCTaHbCS... I0XKAIYUACTA... I0XKAJIyUCTa, OCTAHbCH. ..

YcnrimaB ero pobkuii ronoc, oHa (GLPKHYIIa, TOHUMas, YTO BefleT ce0s CIUIIKOM MSTKO, U HEKHO
yoapuia 10 OGHOU U3 PyK, 00XBaTUBIINX ee. «[TTymbIi 4eI0BeK, KTO CKa3all, 4To 5 yX0XKy? f TOIbKO
CKa3ajla, YTO MEHSI MOTYT 3aCTaBUTh. Pa3Be y HAC TOIBKO UTO He ObIJI0 3eMJIeTpsiCeHusi? MeHs 4yTh
He cOus ¢ Hor BasmyH! Trl Xouelb, YTOOHI 51 OCTaNach, faxe eciu S yMpy?»

"9T10 BepHO!" He 3aroBopuJi, 6pocas Ha [IK1Ha MOHUMAOIINN B3rJIsI. « Tl X04elb, YTOOR OHa
oCTaJiach B ropax, fjlaxke eciu 3To yoreT ee? [lepxkaTh ee B JIOBYIIKe, II0Ka OHa He yMpeT? Tkl Tak
OTHOCHIILCA K JIIOASIM, KOTOphle TeOe JOpoTu?»

[>KWH MOCHEIIHO ToKayaJs rojgoBou. «HeT, HeT... eCiiy 3TO onacHo, eu cinenyet yutu. KoHeyHo, Torga
el cnemyeT yUTH.

He cysun rrna3a. «EcTecTBeHHO, TaKue BeIlY, Kak 3eMJIETPSICEHUS, JIECHBIE TTOXKaAPhI, METEIU U TOMY
nofo6HOe, HAaCTOJIbKO pefiKu, YT0 MaiMaii He HyKHO 0 HUX 0eCIIOKOUThCS. Pa3Be s He mpas... [[KuH?

«3JX... HO MeTeJIu NeNCTBUTEILHO 00BIYHOE [IeJI0...» - Bo3pa3uiia Mai Xya.

«Ceitgac, ceituac MaiiMaii». Me mogmpHIrHy 1 HOXIONAT ee TI0 IIeKe. «5 yBepeH, uTo, eciu Ol TH
no3aboruscs o [IxkuHe, UMnepaTop HUKOTHa OBl He ITOAyMaJll, YTo KOorga-HuOyab CHOBa OyHeT Takas
IyI0Xas [oroma.



Mbsii Xya ckenTruecku nogHsna 6poBu. «Heyxemnu [[2KUH Tak BaXKeH?»
"U3. Kypc. On. fIBnsercs." - ckasan He ¢ yXMBUIKOIL.
«4l... UMnepaTopy 5 HPaBIIOCh». — HEJIOBKO fo6aBun [ KuH.

«Ecmu oH coOupaeTcst U3BMEHHUTD MOTOAY TONHKO pafu Te0s, OH IeNCTBUTEIHHO NOJIXKEH 3TO CHeIaTh».
— npobopmMoTasa Maii Xya, Bce ellle HaXO[sCh B 00bATUAX [[KMHA U YYBCTBYS, UTO KHU3Hb HEMHOTO
HecmpaBenmuBa. OHa GblyIa B ropax MHOTO JIET ¥ HUKOTHa He IToJlydarna Takoro oco6oro odparieHus!
«ITomarato, Torma 9To cpaboTaeT [y Bcex Hac. Eciu MHe HUKOTIa B XKU3HU HEe IPUAETCSI UMEeTh IeJI0
C ellle OMHOM MeTeJIbIo, 5T Oyay CHaCTIIUB».

— Torga MMmepaTop TOYHO He JONMYCTUT MeTelel. — TUxX0 mpobopMoTan [IK¥H, TOTUPAs MaKYIIKy
ee nmuna. OH HUKOTIA He M03BOJUII OBl 4eMy-1160 Ha rope IPUYUHUTD € Bpel, HU CTUXUUHOMY
OencTBUIO, HU TUKOMY XKUBOTHOMY. [I0oKa OH CyllecTByeT, oHa Oynet B 6e3onacHocTu. OHa
OCTAHeTCH...

HeT, 3T0 OBIIO HE COBCceM ImpaBuiibHO. OH X0TeJI, YTOOBI OHA OCTaJIach, HO OBIJIO KOE-4TO eIré: 00oJIbIie
BCETO Ha CBETEe OH He X0TeJl, 4ToOH el Ob110 007bHO. Korma oH mymar o ToM, YTOOB! 3aIllUTUTH €€,
pPacCMeIuTh, XpOHUYEeCKast 60JIb B €T0 AyIle YMEHBIIUIACh, U OH TOYYBCTBOBAM CE0S... CYACTIIUBEIM.
OH He MOT BCIIOMHUTb, KOT{Ia B IIOCJIEIHUM pa3 YyBCTBOBAI Ce0sT CUACTIIUBLIM.

«Ixun?» Mo Xya, ¢ Apyroil CTOPOHEL, AyMajia, YTO ero TYIOe JIUL0 TOJIBKO YTO BTEPJIOCh B ee
BOJIOCHL.

«XM?»

— Temeps THI MOXKEIIb OTIYCTUTh MEHS.

«Ax». OH TyT XK€ PacCKphLI 00BSATHS.

Mbsii Xya BEICKOJIb3HYJIa U3 €T0 00BSATHUM, TIOMPABIIAST OeXKAY U OTHASBIINCH COXPAHUTD BOJIOCHL.

"Kak BHITJIAIUT TBOSI CeCTpa?" — CIIpOCHUJIa OHA CIIOKOMHO, KaK OYATO OH TOJIKO YTO He OOHSN ee U
He 3a0phI3rasl COIIM el Ha MaKyIIKY.

"BrIrnsaouT Kak?"

— Ila, ¥ ee UMsI, OHO MHE TOXe IOHafo0uTCs. 5 yKe YIOMSIHYJ IBa ropofa K BOCTOKY U 3almany
oTciofa, BepHO? Ho Ha camoMm [ferne ux ropasmo 6osnbie. S BUmen KapTy 3amagHoi CTOPOHEL. MHOTHE
ropofia HaxodsTCS Ha 3amafe. f gyMalo, 4YTO Ha BOCTOKE TOXKe MOXKeT ObITh TO Ke camoe. Briio Obl
O4YeHb JIETKO ITIOBECUTh Harpaay ¢ pororpadueii Ansg TBOeH CeCTPhl. MBI He IIBITaeMCs TaIllUTh €€
o0paTHO, IPOCTO BCTyIaeM C Hell B KOHTAKT. MHe X0Tenoch OBl AyMaTh, 4TO, II0 KpaliHell Mepe, ¢ Hell
BCe OymeT B MOpsOKe.

Ycneimas 3710, [IXXUH HaXMypPUJIICA.
"OHa OblJTa OYEeHb KPacuBOH..."
III/I'?II

«...y Hee OBIJI0 UMSI».

Mboii Xya 6pocuia Ha HEro pa3apaxKeHHBIN B3rsAI. «MHe HYKHO HeuTO 00JIbIee, YTOOH



TIPOMIOTIKATh>.

— 4... s BooOIIe-To He TIOMHIO... — CKa3aJl OH TUXKUM roiocoM. ITpaBaa 3akioyanack B TOM, YTO €T0
cecTpa yIoMsHyJIa UMs, HO eMy He ITOHPABUJIOCh, YTO OHA MOJIyYKIia YeJI0BeYeCKOoe UM, U TO3TOMY
OH HaMepeHHO 3a0511 ero. YTo KacaeTcs ee BHEITHOCTH, OHA BHIT/ISIAENA KaK YeJI0BeK, YTO ero
pasmpaxkarno, Mo3ToMy OH He ofparliiai Ha 3T0 BHUMaHus. OH IIOMHUII ee TOJIBKO TOTHa, KOrha OHa
Oblla YMCTOM, He3alATHAHHOM AYIION, 1 HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO OMMCATh 3TO YETIOBEKY.

910 ymusuino Moit Xya. — Pa3Be TH He uyTh He yOuBan nrofed pagu Hee? Kak TH MOT He TIOMHHUTH?»

I>KWH cjerka IOIIeBeUIICs, IIpexk e YeM IIJIaBHO jieub: «f ymep. Korga s ymep, MHOTOE U3 TOTO,
YTO 5 3HAJI PAHbIIE... S 3a0BIT».

"Omn. Ont! Kak s mor-!?" Ona xsomnnyina cebs no n6y, 4yBcTBys cebs rimymo. «Brl Bockpecnu! Korga Met
BCTPETHUIIUCH, TH Ja’ke He MOT Pa3roBapuBaTh. IIpocTH, [[KUH, 3TO GBIII0 HEOCMOTPUTENIEHO C MO
CTOPOHHL.

"Bce B mopsigke." OH yIBIOHYICS.

YBupnes ero yneioky, Mait Xya paccinabunack. TonbKo TOTfa oOHa IOHSIa, YTO BOJIHOBanack. Jlaxe
eCyy 3TOo OBUIO M3-3a 3aCyKeHHOU YIPRI3eHUN COBECTH, BU/S, KakK KTO-TO phIoAeT OT TaKou 60y,
OHa I0YyBCTBOBAaja ce0sl paCCTPOEHHOM.

A JI>XuH... 0H OBbIJI TaK 1MOX0XK Ha pebeHka. Korga ero BO3poauiy, OH IPEeBPATUIICS B IPOCTaKa, U eMy
IIPUIIJIOCh BCEMY YUUThCS 3aHOBO. OHa UCIIBITajla TOPAOCTE U 00JIerYeHre OT TOr0, YTO OH Jaxe
[OIIeN IO TOTO, YTO MOHSJI, B UeM ouIn0Cs, U 3aX0TeJ IoKasAThCs B 9ToM. Korga-Hubynb ero
BHYTPEHHU BO3PACT JEeMCTBUTENIHBHO MOXKET COBIIACTh C €r0 BHEIIHUM BO3pacToM!

— 91, [IkuH, naBail npuBegeM Tebs B MOPAMOK, TagHo? A mymaio, ObII0 OB IPexoM, eciid OBl TaKoe
KpacHBoOe JIUI0, KaK TBOE, CTaJI0 TaKo¥ KaTacTpodoii. OHa mOUIyTHiIa, BCTalla ¥ IPOTSIHYJIa eMY PYKY.

OH B3sIJI €T0, ¥ OHA OJHUM JIETKUM [BUKEHKEM IIOTSHYyIa ero BBepx. HecMoTps Ha pasHHUIy B
pa3mepax, Maii Xya o6afana OrpOMHOM CUylo¥ Garomaps TPeHUPOBKaM. ETo GBINIO IETKO TOMHSTh.

Onu nogouutu K 6ecKoHEeYHOMY (DoHTaHY, ¥ [[2KMH YMBUICS XOJIOHHOM Bofoi. IToKa 0H 3TO fesnas, oHa
IOTPOHYJIACh N0 MAKYIIKX, YTOOH ITPOBEPUTE NOoBpexkaeHus. K ee 061er4eHuUI0, IIPOCTOTO
IPUYeCHIBAHUS MaJIbIIaMU 0 BOJIOCAM 0Ka3asIoCh OCTATOUHO, YTOOH BCe BEITPSAXHYTh. Korga oHa
3aKoHuuna, [[kuH ToXe. ['71a3a ero Bce ele ObIIN ONMyXIIMMY, HO OH CMaXHYJI C JIAIA COIIA U COJIb
OT CJIes.

"Xopormras pabota. Temeps TH TOX0K Ha camoro ce0s. OHa IOXJI0masa ero mo CuuHe, — JIKWH,
nociyiai... 4 He 3Hai, Kak Mbl HalifieM TBOIO cecTpy. Ho He TepsiiTe HameX bl [ToKa BEl 00a XKUBHI,
€CTb IIAHC, YTO BHl BCTPETUTECH CHOBA. A TIOKa... A ToKa fJaBalTe paboTaTh Haf yiaydlleHueM!»

"Vnyuymats?"

"Ara! Ecynu Ballla cecTpa BEpHETCS, a Ballle IToBefieHre OyeT TakKuM XKe, KaK ¥ paHbllle, OHa He
3ax04yeT HaXO[UThCS psfoM ¢ BaMu. Tak. Tebe Hy>KHO CTaTh TaKUM MYyXKYUHOM, KOTOPHIM HE 3aCTAaBUT
TBOIO CECTPY CHOBa cbexkaTb». OHa yBepeHHO IoXJionana cebs mo rpyau. «f Hayuyy Te0s, KaK ObITh
TaKUM 4€eJIOBEKOM. Tak 4TO IPOCTO CIEOy! MOUM yKa3aHUSIM».

«Mpou 3a MHOM!» E B3BOITHOBAHHO ITPOTOBOPUI C IJTeda Mau Xya. «f monroe BpeMst HaOmioman 3a
JIIOABMU. f 3HAI0, KaKWe KayeCTBa KEHIIUHBI UIIYT B MyKUMHAX».



Mbsii Xya 03aflaueHHO CjerKa HaKJIOHUJIA TOJIOBy. — J-3, eMy He 0053aTe/IbHO 3aBOAUTL POMaH CO
cBoeu cectpou, Ue.

«3JTO MpaBfa, HO KayecTBa COBMafaoT». OH MU0 IOAMUTHY. «BHITh pecreKTabenbHbIM MYXKUMHON
TI0JIE3HO HE TOJIBKO 71T POMAHTUKU, HO U JJIs1 ceMbH. ¢ uMeto B Buny, 6yap To 6pat, cecTpa uiu
CYIIPYT, KOTOPOMY HY2K€H B CEMbe TYIIOT'0JIOBHIM U BCIIBUIbYKBHINM MyK4uHa? BHITh OXKEHTIEMEHOM
IIOMOTaeT B 000UX CIIydasix».

Mbsi Xya ¢ coMHeHueM IIOKOCUJIaCh Ha Hero. — ...II04eMy Thl BAPYT CTajl TAaKUM I10JIe3HEIM?
"TIpomry mpoireHus?" Bl cKa3anu, TPUTBOPHO 00MIEBIIKCE. « 51 BCerya roToB IIOMOYb!»

OHa 04eHb COMHUTENBHO (QEIPKHYJIA.

[TpunoxuB MasieHbKYI0 PYKY K CEPALY, OH IIOCMOTPENT Ha MOTOJIOK, KaK OyATO riTy00KO pPaHEeHHIN.
Mbsii Xya ycMexHyach Haf, ero BEICTYIJIEHUEM, a 3aTeM IIPOYUCTHUIIA FOPJI0 U CEPLE3HO

IIOCOBETOBAIa ,]:[}KI/IHY «[a... HY... ThI TO2K€ MOXKEIb CIIYIIATh E, HO... menaiu 310 C OI'OBOPKaMHu».
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