OH He CMOTpeEII Mbsu Xya B I'JIa3d, a BMECTO 3TOr0 IIOCMOTpPEJI Ha CBOHU PYKH. OH o4eHB OONTO MOITYall,
IIPOCTO IIPEPHIBHCTO OBIIIIA.

«$1 cmeman 4TO-TO yXKacHoe». [[XKWH HaKOHEIl 3aTOBOPUJI, €T0 JIUII0 OBIIO MeTeTbHEIM.
Ona o0oppsiolle KMBHYA, 0KKOasi, YTO OH CKaxKeT OOJIbIIIe.

«41 mporHan cectpy. OHa Obllla MOeM eIMHCTBEHHOM ceMbel. 1 3aBUIOBa U IIPOTHAJI ee... 1 OB Tak
3071, Tak 30i1. Tak monro. {4 gyMarn, 4To Ipas, HO 5 OBIJT OKH.

Mbsi Xya cnerka HakJIOHUJIa TOJIOBY. JTa UCTOPHUS ITO0Ka3ajach MHE HEMHOTIO 3HAKOMOM.

— [ToueMy THl peBHOBAJ? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHA, YYBCTBYS, YTO Y Hee HEJOCTATOYHO WH(POpPMaIIUK, YTOOH!
IIOMOYb eMY.

I>X1H 3a€p3aJ, ero pykKa IOAHSIACh KO 10y, a 3aTeM HEeCKOJIbKO pPa3 OyCTUTIACh.
Hakonen, nponomnxkas n3beraTb 3pUTENIbHOTO KOHTAKTa, OH IPOOOPMOTATT: «...ee OPY3bsi».
"Ee opy3pa?"

«Ona IIpOBOOXJIa C HUMH BCe€ CBO€ BpeMA MU UTHOPHUPOBAJId MEHS>. Ero nuiio ncka3umaoch IIpu
BOCIIOMHHaHWH, TOPEeYb TOI'O BpEMEHHU BCE €Ille Onlna CB€XKa, HECMOTPA Ha ero paCkKasiHHue.

«AX, IOHATHO... Korfa Thl rOBOPUIIB, UTO IIPOTHAI €€, YTO UMEHHO THl UMEEIIb B BULY ?»
OH B3rIAHYI Ha Hee, U B €ro I'1a3ax OBl HaCTOSIIHUM CTpax.

— [I... 51 Tebe He TOHPABIIIOCH, ECIIH S CKaXY.

BpoBu Msii Xya NOgHSIKACH TaK BEICOKO, YTO ITOYTHA KOCHYIUCH JIMHUY €€ BOJIOC.

«Jlaxe ecrnu MHE He HPaBUTCA TO, YTO THI CHOeEJIaJl, 3TO HE 3HAYUT, YTO Thl MHE II€pPeCTaHelllb
HPAaBUTBCA».

OH HepBHO 00/TM3HYJI 3allJIlaKaHHbIE COJIBbI0 TYORl ¥ Ha4yajl KOBBIPSTH B IIITaHAX.
"Brl obeliaete, uTo?"

Mbsit Xya Ha MIHOBEHME 3afiyMajlach, HApSKEeHHO U OBICTPO. BEIIO CTpaHHO, KOTr[la MeHs IPOCUIIX
noobemniaTh YT0-TO NOK06HOE. Ee MBIC/IM, €CTECTBEHHO, TePEeKIII0YNINCh Ha XYALINY BapUaHT
pa3BUTHA COOBITHH: yOuKcTBO. Mora Obl OHa YTBEPXKIaTh, YTO OH IO-IIPEKHEMY el HPaBUTCS, eCIIH
Obl OHa y3Hasa, 4To OH youn?

9T0... OBLIO OHL... TAXKEIIO.

B To ke BpeMs OHa OeNCTBUTENbHO OblNia B fonry nepen MmmnepatopoMm ®eti. Ee xku3Hub Oblsia
CIaceHa, a 3aTeM OH crac 6oJyiee cTa YeJioBeK, IPONMYCTUB UX Yepe3 Tophl. Ecu Obl OH OIIPOCU ee
1103a060TUTHCS 00 yOulille U HAyYUTh €ero OBITh HACTOSIINM YeJI0BEKOM... 3TO Oblna OBl HeOoJIbIast
I[eHa.

lla, ecnu OBl OHA TakK OyMaila 00 aToM. OHa MOTJIa 3TO CHOENATh.

" obemrat." Ee ronoc 0vn pemuTenbHEIM U 0e3 Konebanuii. OHa yBuUfena, Kak [KUH 3aMeTHO



paccmaburcs.

TeMm He MeHee, OH 0YEHb TUXO MCIIOBEHOBAJT CBOM Irpex. «fl... s mbITasics yOUTh ee Apy3e».
Mbsi Xya MOpruyna.

«W Korga oHa OCTAHOBHUJIA MeHS, f... T U30UJ ee. A ITOTOM OHa yAapuiaa MeHsI B OTBET».

M3t Xya He MOTJila BUHUTBH CECTPY B OTBETHBIX Mepax.

«3TO pa3031uiI0 MeHs eltle OObIIE, T0O3TOMY... S IIPUTPO3UTT YOUTD... BCEX».

— XM, UTO 3HAUUT «BCEX»?

«[Taxe mrofel, KOTOpEle He OBUIM ee Apy3baMu, 1 Obl yOus, ecnu Obl OHa MeHS He CIIyllana».

«0-0...» — oTBeTUIIa Ma¥i Xya, 4yBCTBYs ce0s1 HEMHOTO IIOTEePSIBILIEH lap pedy, Y3HaB O eT0
CKJIOHHOCTH K youiictBy. Kpome He, o Bcerma Ben ce6st 6e300ugHO. — ...3-3, THL... HA CAMOM [IeJie...
BCEX yOu?

Ha MraoBeHune OH B 3aMelllaTEIbCTBE BCTPETHIICA C Hel B3TJISIO0M.

— ...KOoHeuHO, HeT. OH 3a6b11 0o0aBuTh: «Ecmu OB g 3TO chena, Kak Ovl s pa3roBapuBa ¢ TO60M
IpsaMo ceryac?»

— -BepHO, KOHeYHO, HeT. OHa OTKANUISANIach C Cepbe3HEIM 0berdenreM. MaccoBrle yOuiCTBa
Pa3OBUHYIYM TPAHULILI TOTO, UTO OHA OBlIa B HONTy mepen MMmnepaTtopom.

— XO0PpOoIII0 1K, YTO S 9TOTO He chaeman?
"Ia?" ITouemy oH crpocuil 06 aToM? Pa3Be 3T0 He OBIII0 0UEBUIHO?
"f mormmaro." OH cjerka KUBHYI U TPOOOPMOTAJI. «...TaK XOPOIIO, YTO S He...»

YcnriaB 3T0, OHa IMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KAk 10 CIIKMHE IOTeKJIa X0JI0OfHas CTPyHKa rnota. OHa gyMmarna, 9To
yxe obcynuia 3TO paHbllle, HO... — [I2KWUH, IPOCTO YTOOBI IPOSICHUTH CUTYalluio: Bcerga myuiie HE
yOuBaTh. Brl moHuMaeTe? He yOuBaTh /Miofell Bceraa AydlIni BapuaHT. [IoKa TI00U KUBH, €CTh IIAHC
Ha MpOIleHue U Bo3MelleHue yuepOa. Ho eciu oHM MEPTBH, 9TOT BapHaHT OTpe3aH. IToaTomMy Bcerma
Jyd4ie, 4TOOH JII0OU OCTAJIUCh XKUBHL. BBl moHMMaeTe?"

"¢ monumar." OH nokomnebascs, a 3aTeM CIPOCUIT: «Mory i 51 ObITh IIPOIIEH?»

<<Hy, 9TO HE COBCEM MOe fieno. A He IIPUHVMaJla HETIOCPEACTBEHHOI'0 Y4daCTHUA B BallleM CIIOPeE. IToka
JIIOOHU, IIPUYaCTHRIE K 3TOMY, KHUBEI, TOT'Id... BOSMO2KHO.

«3HAQYUT... MOS CecTpa... OHa Morja 6bl MeHs IPOCTUTL?» Ero moMyTHeBIIKe I'Ia3a Hadalu
3aropaThCsl HafleXkKIoH.

Mboit Xya, ogHaKo, 4yBCTBOBaja ce0s IPOTUBOPEUUBOM, U y Hee Hadasna 6oneTs ronosa. Cyns 1o
BCEMY, er0 COBepIIEeHHO He 3a00TUJI0 [TOJIy4YeHue NIPOIeHUs OT JIIofiell, KOTOPEIM OH yTpoXKall
resonunoM. MiMeeT 3HaYeHKeE TOJIBKO TO, YTO €T0 CecTpa IIPOCTHUIIA eTo.

OTOT mapeHs... y Hero OblIa cepbe3Has npobieMa C yBiedueHreM cecTpoi. Kak UMeHHO OHa MOTJIa
130aBUTh €T0 OT 3TOT0 U HAlPaBUTh Ha 60Jiee 3MOPOBLIN IYTh?



Osna noTtepa BUCKHU.

«4 He MOT'y cKa3aTh 0 TBOeH cecTpe. f IMpefCcTaBisio, Kak TH YTPOXKall ee OPY3biIM, 0OCKOpPOIIA ee, a
3aTeM yrpoxaj BCeM OCTaJIbHEIM, UTO ee 04YeHb... pa303/uio. Tl CKa3asl, YTO IPOTHAJI ee, BEpHO?

OH rpyCTHO KUBHYII.

«Hy, meno B ToM, Kak ThHI y3Haelllb, YTO Te€0S MOKHO IIPOCTUTE, ECITK ee HeT psigoM? OTKy#a OHa
Y3HAEeT, YTO THl COKAJEelTh, YTO THl COXKaJIEEIb O TOM, YTO CHeJall, YTO THl 00JIbIlle He OyOelb
yrpoxkKaTh JIIOASIM, KOTOPHIX OHA JTIOOUT, €CJTH ee 3[eCh HeT, U Thl MOXKEIllb U3BUHUTHLCS ?»

"3BuHATHCA?" - CKa3aJl OH MyCTO.
OHa no4yBCTBOBAaJa, KaK ee rojloBHasA 00Ib YCUINBAETCS B TeOMETPUYECKOM IPOTPECCUH.

«JIK¥H... TH IOMHUIIb TOT CBUTOK... TOT, UYTO Ha3klBaeTCsl « HpaBCTBEHHOCTh: YeJI0BEYECKUe
nobpozmeTeny U MOPOKu»? §1 3Hal0, UTO mopyyusa tebe 9T0 MPOYUTATE.

"¢ momHu:0." Eciiu OB OH IPOYHUTAN YTO-TO OOUH pa3, OH OBl 3TO 3aOMHU. XOTsI, KOHEYHO, OH He
mpHaaBal 00IbIIOr0 3HaUYEHUST BOCIIOMUHAHUSM, KOTOPHIE €T0 He HHTEPECOBaJIH.

"BepHOo. Y 4TO OHO TOBOPHUIIO TEM, KTO 00M[IENT YeloBeKa U MCKAJl MIPUMHUPEHUS?»

I>KWH IPUIIYPHUI OMyXIIKe Tla3a, BCIIOMUHasA: «IToOb MPUOIU3UTHCS K 00MKEHHBIM, Haflo IPU3HATh
CBOIO HEIIPABOTY ¥ HAMETUTh IIpaBeHbIN Iy Th. [Ipr3HaBasi Tak U 3710, ¥ {060, 0OUKEHHBIN MOXKET
ITPOSIBUTH MUJIOCTH U TpoueHue. U 6marogaps TakoMy IMPOLIEHUIO OOHAXK/IE Pa30pBaHHEIE
OTHOIIIEHUSI MOTYT CHOBA CTATh II€JIOCTHBIMHU».

«O4eHb KpacuBo MUTUPYyeTCs. «[Ipu3HaHMe CBOeH HEeIPaBOTH» O3HAYaeT U3BHHEHUE. W st 3Toro y
BAaC IOJIKHA OBITH BO3MOXKHOCTD IIOJOUTH K YEJI0BEKY, KOTOPOTO BEl 00uaenu. [T0CKOJIbKY TH IIPOTHA
CECTpPY, Thl He MOXKEIb CAeJIaTh HU TOTO, HU APYTOTO.

Ero rymasa noreMHenu, a mjie4yu OIIYCTHIIUCE OT €€ peBKOfI OLIEHKH €TI0 CUTyalluu. Osna pmaxe BUgena,
KaK CJIE3EI CHOBa BBICTYIIUIJIX Ha €ro I'jia3ax.

YyBcTBYS cebs1 HEMHOT'0 HEJIOBKO ¥M3-3a TOT0, YTO pa30uiia ero KpoueyHsi Tpo0Ieck HaJexkK ok, OHa
MSTKO cripocuiia: — Thl 3Haelllb, Ky[a II0Iia TBOSI cecTpa? Trl IPOTHA ee, HO €CJIU THl 3HAEIllb
HaIlpaBJIeHWE, B KOTOPOM OHa TIOIIIa, Thl MOXKeIlb IIOCTIeIoBaTh 3a Hell H...

— 4 He Mmory cnenoBaTh 3a Heu. OH npepsan Msu Xya.
"YT0 TH UMeEELIb B BULY?"

«f... 1 He MOTY IOKUHYTb TOPBI».

"Yro nmouemy?"

OH komnebancs. «I'OpHL... OHU MTOANEPKUBAIOT BO MHE XKU3Hb. [IpHYMHA, 10 KOTOPOH 9TO TEJIO cerndac
[aXke OBIMIXT, 3aKJII0YAETCS B CHJIe TOPHL. be3 3Toro 4... ... 5 IepecTaHy CylleCTBOBATb.

Mbsi Xya BompocuTennbHO mocMoTpesna Ha E. Bo BpeMs pa3roBopa [AByX JII0fel OH CTPaHHO MoJT4all.

e moxas miegamu. "ITo mpaBpa. XoTs s AyMalo, IpaBujibHee OblI0 OBl CKa3aTh, UYTO MBI He 3HAEM,
YTO IPOM30iaeT. Mbl 3HaeM, 4To GyfeT oueHb IJI0X0, HO He 3HaeM, KaKuM UMEHHO 06pa3oM».



"...JeHCTBUTENLHO IIJI0X0?"

"Ara. OH OBlI IpUBSA3aH K rope. be3 Hero g He 3HAIO TOYHO, YTO OyET... C TOPOii UJIU C HUM.
«Kak OH mpHuBsi3aH K rope?»

Ha arot pa3 E nocMmotpern Ha [I>)K1MHa ¥ MaxHyl pykou. "Bam pemarts."

I>KVH BBEITJIAAE] HEJIOBKO X CHOBa Hayal €p3arTk.

«MsuMasi...»

"TTa?"

— Yro TH mymaeb 06 MnepaTope?

«Kak 3T0 CBsI3aHO?»

— IToxarmyiicTa, IPOCTO OTBETh.

Ona Hamopmwmia 100. «Korga s1 gymato o0 MmnepaTope... ST ;yMaio 0 KOM-TO, 04€Hb JajleKOM OT
MeHS... 0 KOM-TO, KOMY s MHOTMM 00si3aHa, HO KOT0 51 TakXKe He Xouy 31uTh». OHa cJierka
ycMexHynach. «Teleps, KoTfa s AyMaio 00 3TOM, s OTHOIIYCh K HEMY Tak ke, KaK JIIOOU OTHOCSTCS K
CBOUM YeJIOBEeYEeCKHM HMMIIepaTopaM».

«A 4TO, ecyii OH 3aX04eT C TOO0M APYKUTH? Bel OBl COTTIACUINCE?
— O-3, 51 CEpbe3HO COMHEBAIOCh, YTO OH...
«Ho maBaiiTe mpoCTO CKaxXKeM, YTO OH 9TO CAejal. X04y ¢ TOO0M OPYKUTH».

Mbsit Xya nodecana rojloBy U HaxMypuiack. «4eCTHO TOBOPS, s AyMalo, 4To 3To OyzmeT cnoxkHo. Ha
BOCTOYHOM U 3alafgHOM CTOPOHAX I'Op XOASAT UCTOPUHU O TOM, KakK OH youBar miomeli. OH U3BeCTeH
CBOUM y2KaCHHIM XapakTepoM. UTo, ecnu 5 pa303nio ero? OH MoxkeT 00paTUTh Ha MEHS 3TOT
y2KaCHBIU XapaKTep.

— Pa3Be THI He TOBOPUII ONHAXK[IBL, UTO MHOTO J1eT cinyxuna iMnepatopy nerueM? [IpocnyXkus emy
CTOJIbKO JIeT... Thl, KOHEYHO, He... KOHEYHO, TH He OyMaelllb, YTO OH IPU4YuHUI 661 TeOe 607b 6e3
BCSIKOU IIPUYUHEI?

«41 He 3Haw0 00 3TOM. Korfia OH I0o-HaCTOSAIIEeMy 3JIUTCS, OH TEPSIET PAcCyAoK. Tak YTO OH IIPOCTO
HallafleT, ¥ BH He OymeTe 3HaTh, MoYyeMy. YeCcTHO TOBOPS, 3TO CTPAIIHO. A OHITh IPY3bSIMU... HE
KaXKeTCs JIM MHe, UTO 51 YBEeJIMUMBAIO CBOM IIAHCHI €T0 paccTpouTh? OcTaBaThCs Ha 0€30IacHOM
PACCTOSIHUHY U [eJlaTh BCe, UTO OH X0YeT, KaXKeTCs Ty4IIuM criocoboM obecrieyuTs cebe JONTyI0
Ku3Hb. [la, Kak HacTosauuy Mmnepatop. CoxpaHsiTe yBaKeHUEe U NEePXKUTECh Ha PACCTOTHUM».

[Toka oHa roBopua, muio [IK1Ha MOCTEIIEHHO CTAHOBUIIOCH Bce OenHee, X0Ts cama Mait Xya 3TOro
He 3aMedasa. Ero nmuiio Bce ere OBIT0 B OECIIOPSIAKE OT CIIe3.

«Ax... Temepsp, Korga s gyMao 06 9ToOM», — IIPOHOJIKIIa OHa. «Bhl ¢ IMIepaTopoM feiCTBUTENIHHO
II0X0XKHY, He Tak Ju? Th-"

«f He UmmepaTop!» [I2KKH IpepBan ee, IOUYTH KpUda €l B JIUII0, a 3aTEeM BRITTISIOEN TaKUM XKe
YOUBJIEHHBEIM, KaK U 4€eJIOBEK, Ha KOTOPOr'0 OH KpHyall.



— 3-3... 9T0 OBITIO HE TO, YTO 4...

— 4 He MMnepaTop, — MOBTOPUJI OH C TUXOM TPEBOTOM, CXBAaTUB €€ 3a PyKy. — Tak 4To Tebe He
HY2KHO MeHs 00SThCH.

— ...JJagHo... — OHa MomkITaNach OTOEPHYTH PYKY, TONO03PUTENIBHO IJIsAs Ha Hero. Eif HUKora He
TIPUXOMNIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO 3TO TaK, YUUTHIBAsA, UTO OH ObII BO MHOTOM 4eJI0BEKOM, a MiMmepaTop —
nyxoMm. OgHAKO Telephb, KOrfa OH CKa3all, YTO 3TO He TakK, OHa, Hao00poT, Hayasa 3afaBaThCs
BOIIPOCOM, TakK JId 3TO.

YBumeB COMHEHME B ee TJla3ax, OH IPUKYCUJT HUXKHIOI T'y0y, a 3aTeM Hadaj TUXO0 YTO-TO 60pMOTaTh
po cebst, cxkuMas ee pyKy. HemMHoro moropns oH 06bsacHUM: «MMIeparTop... YTo 3TO 3a CJI0BO?
CouyscTtBoBas. OH MHe ITOCOYYBCTBOBAJI, IOTOMY YTO y Hac 1moxoxas npobnema. Korga oH Bockpecun
3TO TeJI0, OH BJIOKUJI B HETO MHOT'0 CBOEY CHUJIBL. Temeph MOe Teslo IPUBA3aHO K rope, Kak U ero...
€CHu 5 YUOy, KaK TOBOPUT He, aTo Oymet mnoxo. Tak mi1oxo, Kak ecnu Obl IMmepaTop yuIert.
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