Temneps, s cpocun Kyporupu o ToM, 4TO BCe 3TO BpeMsI MeHsT 6eCIIOKOUJIO:

— Ji, a moOIM30CTH €CTh YEeJI0BEeYECKUN TOPOJ U JEePEBHS?

— BupguMmo, TH IeCTBUTEILHO CTPpeMHUIILCA IOIIaCTh B YeJIoBe4eCKUN 1"0p0)1?

— Ecnu oH ecTs, TO Oa.

— Lykypy... Y MeHs amns Tebs mIoxyue HOBOCTH.

— K-xakue xe?

— Celtyac THI IOUTH B LIeHTPe Benukoro Jleca bopd...

—39?

— 4 IIpearoiarail, Thl CO6I/IpaeH.IBCH OTIIPDABUTHCA B HEHTP U HOGGJII/ITB HpaBI/ITeHﬂ 9TOT'0 JIeCa.

— 3-3[ech ecTh NpaBUTeNb? 1 Jymaj, YTO CMOTY BHIOpAThCS U3 9TOTO Jieca, €CJIM IOUAY BHU3 10
peke! [ToueMy s BAPYT OKa3ajics B caMoM IieHTpe?! U, mogyMaTh TOIBKO, y 3TOTO jieca eCTh
npaBuTens! f He X04y cpaxaThCsa ¢ TakKuM gynoBuiem! OH ke sIBHO CUllbHee Afckoro MeaBeas unu
MyckycHoro Jleonapaa, BepHO? HeB03MO0KHO, UTOOH TpaBUTENb Jieca Okl citabee cBOUX
IOAYMHEHHBIX.

— OX, y Hero Takoy rpOMKHUYU TOJI0C...

— Yro 3a uepT!..

B sTor MoMeHT Mo [[Iukas MHTyunusi] Hadana OUTh TPEBOTY, U 5 IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IPUCYTCTBHE OYEHb
cunbHOTo MOHCTpa [OO0Hapyx)eHueM [IpucyTtcTBusi]. MOHCTD [EeNCTBUTENBHO 1IEN MPSMO Ha MeHs. 4
cpa3y ke MOHSJI 3TO IIOTOMY, YTO YBUJEJI, KaK BlaJsieKe MafaioT Oosbiuue nepeBbs. OH
npubnuxaeTcs, 1 oH onaceH! A yxe cobupascs 6exkaTh, HO UyIOBHUIIE B MTHOBEHUE OKa IOSIBUIIOCH
IIPSIMO TIepefio MHOM, XKaflHO HioxXas Bo3ayX. Ero Temnoe grixanue 060yBano MeHs, CIIOBHO
MTOPLIBACTHIN BETEPOK.
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Xapakrtepuctuku: O3 [S] | OM [S] | CWUJIA [EX] | MHTEJIJIEKT [B] | IOBKOCTG [A] | ITPOBOPCTBO
[C]| YOAYA [E]

Tutyn: [IpaButens [IpaBonbCcKOro ['HE3Ma

YTOo XK, KaK BUIUTE, 3TO OPAKOH, U OH ABHO HpI/IH.IéJ'I 3a MHOH.

Kyporupu ycmexnycs.

— OTO0 Xe MOTUBUPYET, He TakK Jiu?

— [ToueMy THI TaK CUaCT/IUB?

— Tl Bemb MOXKelb M06eIUTh 3Ty MITYKY, paBaa, LIykypy?

— Tol 9TO, coBCceM uaunoT? YV sToro napasa 300-b1i ypoBeHb, 3HAEIIH JIH!

Bonee toro, ero [CUJIA] nocturna [EX] panra?

I pakoH OB IOX0XK Ha OTPOMHYIO SIIEPUIy C IPUAeTaHHBIMU KPbUIhsiMu. CKOpee BCEro OH OB
Oonee nSATU METPOB B BEICOTY U, BEPOATHO, OIMHHON B TPUALIATH METPOB. Ero 301oTHCcTas yeurys
Oblyia MpekpacHa, a 00JIbIIKe KPLIIbS, CJIOBHO Y JIETY4Yel MBIIIH, OB aKKYpaTHO CII0XKEHH 3a
CIIMHOM, TaK YTO OH SIBHO MOXKeET JieTaTh. [la TafHO, ecu y TeOs1 eCTh KPbUIbS ¥ Tl MOXKEIIIb JIETaTh,
TO 3a4eM B0ooOIlle BaJIUTh NEPEBbS B JIECY.

— 91, a IMo4YeMy OH 3daMETHUJI MEH, 1 XK€E B [TanpTo OTIIENTBHUKA?

— IManbro OTmIenbHUKA He 6e3ynpedHo, 3Haelb i, ECu y cyliecTBa ypoBeHb BHIIIE, YeM V Te0s,
OHO C JIETKOCTHIO TeOst 3amMeTUT! B aHHOM clly4yae TBOM Bpar IOYTH Ha IEBIHOCTO YPOBHEMH CUIIbHEE,
TaK 4TO I[1abTO MPAKTHYECKH HUYETO He JellaerT.

OHo coBepiieHHO 6ecrnone3no! CyTh UMEHHO B TOM, YTOOBI MEHS He 3aMevall CUIbHEIe MOHCTPHI!

— He BomnHYy#Cs, ecnu cymecTBo OyeT Ha TOM Xe YPOBHE, YTO U Thl, HA HET0 OIIPefie/IeHHO II0-
npexxHeMy OymeT nencTBoBaTh 3G GEKT.

— JlagHo. UTak, 4uTto Mbl OymeM memnaTh? Y Hac HET HUKAKWX IIaHCOB MT0OeIUTh, eCIU MH He OygeM
CpaXaThCs Ha IPSIMYI0, BEPHO?

— Tei Ke 3Haeb, s ¢ To6o! Tak 4TO He BONMHYHCS!



4 mpsiMo-Taku 4yBCTBOBaJ, Kak Kyporupu ropao BHIISTYMBAET CBOIO I'pynab. Kak 61 TO HU OBLIO, ¥
HEro HeT IPYAH, OH XkKe MPOCTO KaTaHa.

HmnepaTopckuil [IpakoH, HAXOOUBIIANUCS IIepefo MHOU, IIOJHAT JIEBYIO IEPENHION Jaly U
3aMaxHyJcs. 4 TyT Ke 0TCKOYMII Ha3afl, YTOOh YBEPHYTHCS, HO yAap TaKOW pa3pyIIUTEeTbHON CUJIBI
oOpa3oBas KpaTep. Kycku 3eMsy BEICTPEJIUIN BO BCe CTOPOHKL. KyCku OblIM pa3HOTO pa3Mepa,
TI09TOMY 51 OBICTPO BRITAIIUI Kyporupu, 4To0s 6T0KMPOBATH HX.

— Tax Kak e HaM o06eduTh 3Ty TBaph?

Kyporupu BHOBb YCMEXHYJICSI.

— Bce Benpb OymeT B MOPSZIKE, €CIIM MBI CPA3UMCS C HUM KaK 00BIYHO?

— Tynou npunypok! Thl ke 3Haellb, 1 HUKOrga He gpajicsd Ha Medax!

— O 4eM THI TOBOPHIIL, pa3Be y Te0s HeT cKuia [PexToBaHue]?

— [®exTOBaHUE] - 3TO CKUILI, KOTOPHIi 51 mproOpes BMecTe ¢ ToO0M! {1 HUKOTa paHbllle UM He
I10JIb30BaJICA!

— ...CepbesHo?

— CepnésHo!

— YUT-uT-4TO XKe HaM Torga AenaTh?! — Kyporupu Hadasn 3auKaThbCs.

— 9710 5 Tebs ¥ cIpalrBa!

[Toka MeI criopumy, MMmepaTopckuit [IpakoH chenan riay0oKui BOoX. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa 5 TIOHSII,
YTO OH JeJIaeT, U3 ero MacTH yKe BHIPBAJIOCh 30JI0TUCTOE [bIXaHUE, COPOBOXKAAEMOE
Pa3pyIUIUTEIHHEIM PEBOM.

W3nuirHe roBopuTh, 4To MnepaTopckuit [IpakoH UCIonb30Ban cBoe [[rixanue Mmmneparopal, u
TIOCKOJIBKY TIepeq 3TUM Mos [[Jukas MHTyumms] 3BeHesia TpeBOKHBIM KOJIOKOJTBYUKOM, 5 IPBITHYJT
TaK JlaJIeKo, KakK TOJIbKO MOT, YTOOBI YKJIOHUTHCSI, HO 30Ha IOpaxKeHus Oblyla HEUMOBEPHOU — KakK U
60J1b, U3-3a TOTO, UTO 51 BCE-TAKU HE CMOT IIOJTHOCTHIO YBEPHYTHCS.

He 3Halo, CKOIBKO BpEMEHHU IIPOIIIO, IpeXke YeM s Mpulles B cebs, HO Moe 3peHue OBII0
pachoKyCcUpoBaHo, U 5 3aAbIXajics B aroHuu. F3-3a 60711 BO BCEM Tejle, BCE MOU CTpafaHus OT
Apckoro Mepgsensa u MyckycHoro Jleormapga Ka3aauch OETCKOU UTPOU.



¢ 3HAUUTENBHO MOBLICUIT ypoBeHb, Mo [O3] Ovinu [B] panra, u s maxe u3y4un cKuiis [Kpenkoe
Teno] u [TBepmocTs], 06a U3 KOTOPHIX OBUIM AKTUBHPOBAHH IIPSIMO TIepe[ ObIXaHueM, YTO O3HAYaeT,
yTto Mou [O3] moymKkHE OBIIM HOCTUTHYTH [S] paHra, HO 3Ta aTaka BCe ellle pa3pyIlIuiia Moe TeJo ’
IoBeJla MEHS IO COCTOSTHMSI, KOTa ST MOT YMepeTh B /1000# MOMEHT. I moxaresn, 4To He
akTuBupoBar eie u [Kenesnyio Cteny].

— O, THI ellle XKUBOU?

A xuBou nu? {1 maxe He MOTY CKa3aTh, KUB JIH ... I HUYEro He YyBCTBYIO. f JaxKe rOBOPUTH HE
Mory. Ecnu g 0o cux mop Xus, TO 3TO 4yZO.

Korpga MHe ymanochk OTKPBITH T'J1a3a, 51 yBUAeN npubnuxkatoiierocs: MiMmneparopckoro [IpakoHa,
TPOMKO LIATAIOILIETO C TOPKECTBYIOLUIUM BEIpaKeHUEM JIulia.

— I, CKaXu YTO-HUOYIb!

B maHHBEIM MOMEHT y MEHSI HeT BpeMeHU oTBeuyaTh Kyporupu. Ecnu 51 ceiuac He ybery, MHe KoHely! 4
akTuBupoBas [TeMHy0 Maruiw], u Moe Tej0 morpy3usnock B TeMy. UMnepaTopckuil [IpakoH,
Ka3aJioCh, CoXKaJlel, 4To 5 cOexkasl mpexae, Y4eM OH CMOT pacTONTaTh MeHsI, U HadaJl IPUHIOXUBATHCS
K TOMY MECTY, TZie B IIOCTIEOHUH pa3 BUAEJ MeHs, KpyIlla IIp1 9TOM 3eMIi0. S 6POCuiI B pOT HEMHOT'0
Msca u3 [Xpanunuiia MaTtepuanos].

Cutyarus Bce elne Oblla TPYOHOM, XOTS 5 y2Ke HeCKOJIbKO pa3 U IIPOXOAuT Yepe3 momo0Hoe. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB MHE yIaji0Ch IIPOTTIOTUTH MSICO, IOCTAaTOYHO Pa3MsTUUB €T0 CBOeH CiioHOM. Ecnu Ob y MeHs
Obia mkana [O3], ¥X y MEHST 0CTAIOCh SIBHO MEHbIIIe OHOTO MPOoIleHTa. HecMoTps Ha TO, UTO 3TO
MSICO IOJI?KHO OBINIO OBITH 0YEHb BKYCHBIM, ST HUKAK HE MOT ITOYYBCTBOBATh €TI0 BKYC.

OnHako BCKOpe KO MHe HauaJld BO3BpAlllaThCs OIIyIIeHUs. PaHblle 51 He 3aMeyar Bcell cuisl 601y,
TaK KaK [IPAKTU4YeCKU He YYBCTBOBAJ BCET'0 CBOETO TEJIA, HO TEIePh Ha MEHS CJIOBHO 00PYIIXIIOCH
IyHaMu. ¢ He CMOT crepKaTh KPUK.

— O, TH B mopsaKe?

41 3acToHai.

— Ilo-TBOEMY... f... BEITTIXKY... B TOPSIAKE?

— IToxoxe, YPOBEHE TBOET'0 OITYIIIEHUA 6o BEIPOC II0OCJIE€ TOT'O, KaK ThI BEIPBAJICSA M3 JIall CMEPTH.

— ...IIpocTo nmepecTtans 601TaTh, arx... Bce 60OMUT.

4 mpoxkeBaj BTOPOM KYCOK Msica. 2KeBaThb IIPUIIIOCH HOJTO, a IBUTATh YeJTI0CThI0 OBITI0 OOJBHO.



Tpetuit, 4eTBepPTHIiA, MATHIH... [IoTpe60oBaIOCh MATh KYCOYKOB, YTOOHI IIOJTHOCTHIO BOCCTAHOBUTHCS.
WmMmnepaTtopckuit [IpakoH Bce elle CJIOHSICS HellofaleKy 0T TOTO MeCTa, I'Tie g BIIepBble CIIPSTalICS
BO THMY.

— XMM, UYTO C HUM Takoe?

— TrI Beqib HE coOMpaeIbes eme pa3 mpodoBaTh CPA3UTHCS C HUM?

— 4 He 10010, KOTMa MeHs OBIOT, TaK YTO cOOMpaCh, HO YTO MHe BooOIIe fenatsh? Moxer
nonpoboBaTh yTonuTh ero [PomHukosoit Bomoii]?

— [Touemy OBl U HET?

— He moxoxe, 4T0 5 cMory mo0enquTs B O1uKHEM 0010, TaK YTO B CIEOYIOUIUN pa3 Hay4du
MeHs [©exToBaHUIO].

OH MATKO paccMesics.

— Hwuyero He mopenaems. Xopotio, Torga 6yab rotoB! 3Haems 1, MOt 0coOeHHas TPeHUPOBKa
OYeHb KeCTOKa!

— JlagHO, HO cHauasa - [PomaukoBas Bogal.

fApocTHEil MOTOK [PogHuKOBOM Bombi] o6pyiuics Ha MMmnepaTopckoro [IpakoHa, HO [AJIst eT0
OTPOMHOTO Tejla TaKoM 00BEM BOAHI OBLI BCE PABHO YTO BCILJIECK K3 Befipa. Kazanock, eMy OBIIO
IIJIeBATh.

— Buirnaput tak, 6ygro Obl TH HUYEro U He feal.

— Hy, 4 3T0r0 ¥ 0XKUpAI.

VimnepaTopckuii [IpakoH 3aMeTHII, C KAaKOM CTOPOHE! Obllla MOSI aTaka, ¥ B THEBE MPUHSJICS PHITh
3emsio. Ho 51 He B 3eMJie, Tak 4TO, CKOJIbKO OBl OH HY KOIIaJl, 0 MeHs OH He mobepeTcs.

— Jlanee - [[Tomxuranue]!

Britre ero mactu, KoTopasi MOrja IPOTJIOTUTh MEHS 3a OOUH Pa3, BCIBIXHYJIO IIJTaMsi, OXBaTHUBIIIEE
BCI0 ero Mopay. Kak u cnemosano oxupats oT MMnepaTtopckoro [IpakoHa, OH HEMEIJIEHHO
TIOTIBITAJICS TTOTACUTh IJIaMs, KaTasiCh 10 3eMJie, YTOOBl COUTH ero. f BCTIOMHUJ, Kak nmobequn 2KHela
Meua, ¥ PeLIUI, YTO MIPUILJIO BPEMSI OCTaBUTh €T0 OMHOT'0 Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO
MTHOBEHUH 30J10TOe Teslo MmepaTopckoro [IpakoHa Ha4yano SPKO CBETUThLCS, U Mos [[Jukas



VuTyunus] npenynpenuia MeHs o MpuOInKalomencs onacHOCTH.

— YTt0 3T0?

— YV meHs mnoxoe IIpea4YyBCTBUE.

4 OBICTPO aKTUBHPOBAJ [YCcKopeHue] 1 Ha MaKCUMaJIbHOM CKOPOCTH PUHYJIICS Ipoyb. A Gobile He
MOT TI03BOJIUTH cebe ObITH 6eCIIeYHBIM, ¥ TI09TOMY Pellusl yoeraTh 3apaHee.

OpHako B cienymwolee MTHOBEHHE MHe B CIIMHY YAapuia yXKacalolas yoapHas BOJIHA, BEIOUB U3 MEHS
OyX ¥ OTIIPaBUB B mmojieT. MmnepaTopckuit [IpakoH BEI3BAJI CBOETO POa yIapHYIO BOJIHY, UCITyCKas
CBET BO BCEX HAIPaBJIEHUSX.

MeHst 0TOPOCHUIIO HA OECATKU METPOB B CTOPOHY, U g 6€3yIep:KHO OTCKAKUBAJl OT 3€MJIH, BCE eI
CKDBITHIHM BO ThMe. f He MOJTy4usI JOMOJIHUTENIbHOTO YPOHA OT YAapoB, IIOTOMY 4TO

aktuBupoBan [2Kenesnyio CTeHy] IpsMo mepef mepBoHaYalbHEIM yIapOM, HO B II€JIOM BCE PABHO
TIOJTyYXJT 3HAYUTENTbHBINA YPOH.

¢ OBIT paf, YTO HAKOHEII-TO ITepecTasl HeMCTOBO MPHITaTh 00 3eMJII0, HO BCKOPE ITOC/Ie 3TOTO MHE
007e3HEHHO COOOIIVIIM, KaK CUJIBHO 3TOT YAap MeHs paHuil. [loyeMy ero aTaka MOXKET OOCTaTh MEHS
maxe B TeMHOTe? f1 TYT 3Ke OTIIPABHUJI B POT ellle OOUH KYCOK Msica, IIOJIHOCTBIO IIPUAS B ce6s mocie
TPEX KyCOYKOB.

Korga st 06epHYyJICs TOCMOTPETh Ha OTPOMHOe Tejio MMmepaTtopckoro [IpakoHa, OHO OBIIO
3HAUUTEJILHO MEHBIIE, YTO 03HAYAJI0, YTO OH HAXOIUTCS B HECKOJIBKUX COTHSIX MeTpax oT MeHs. U1
KOTZla S YBUIEJ 3TO 3PeJullle, 5 MOTepsiy Aap peuu. [Ieno ObI0 He B TOM, 4TO MMIepaTOpCKui

I pakoH paclpaBui KPhUIbS U TeIeph JeTel 1o HeOy, a B TOM, UTO IIPSIMO TaM, THe MBI TOJIBKO YTO
OBLTH, 3USITT OTPOMHBIM KpaTep.

[Toxoxe, 94TO ymapHas BOJIHA pa3gpoOuiia 3eMITI0 ¥ YHUUTOXKHUIA PEKH, a TaKXKe Pa3pyIIuia
oOIMpHYIO TJIoMIanh Ieca. Peka Temeps cTeKana, Kak BOAOIaf, Bagas B OTPOMHEIM OaccelH. Yiepo
necy ObUT HeBepOsiTEH. [I71 TeX, KTO BRICTYIIAJ IPOTUB Pa3pyIIeHus MPUPOOH, MMIepaTopCKui
IIpakoH, HECOMHEHHO, OBII TJIaBHLIM B MHPE Bparom!

4 ornsHysncs Ha napsiero B Bo3nyxe Mmmneparopckoro [ pakoHa.

— Yr0 3a...!

¢ He MOT XOPOIIIEHEKO PAaCCMOTPETE €T0, TIOTOMY YTO OH OBIJT CIMINKOM [IajieKo, HO 5 YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
3TOT MOHCTP CMOTPHT IIPSIMO Ha MEHSI.

— O, OTKy[a OH 3HaerT, rae g?



— ¢ ToXe He 3HaI0, HO 3TOT ITapeHb peaJbHO HACTOMYMB. B IPOIIIOM HECKOJIEKO MOHCTPOB YK€
BTOPTajIuCh Ha €T0 TePPUTOPHUIO, a 3aTEeM IOILITAIUCh COeXKaTh, HO HU OOUH M3 HUX TakK U He
mpeycnes, OH YOUIl UX BCeX.

— ...Kakou ogepKuMBIi.

— O MoXeT IIPOAOJIZKUTE IIPpeciiefoBaThb Tebs JazKe IoCJie TOro, KaK ThI IIOKWHEIIE JIeC.

— CepbesHo?

— Ara!
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