HeKOTopoe BpeMs Ha3al.

Kuéka Opocuia B3rIsim Ha ApaTy, OII03[IaBIIero Ha BCTpeyy.

- Tl ommo3mart.

- Ila, ©3BUHHU.

Aparta cen Ha IMBaH B IPHEMHOM, Ha ero yibbalomeMcs uile He OBIJI0O HU Majieiilero HaMeéKka Ha
YYBCTBO BUHHI.

- Tot HabOpaJscs HaTJIOCTH U SIBUJICS He 110 PACIUCAHUIO.

HMx BcTpeda He Oblsia 0CO6eHHO BaXKHOM. Bo3M0kKHO, Ob1/I0 ObI HEPAa3yMHO KaJlI0BaThCS Ha 3aflePKKY B
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, HO KréKa BCE paBHO OBIJT pa3gpakeH.

-V MeHs HeT HUKaKUX ONpaBaaHul. M3-3a xKaphl S CTall HEMHOT'O HEBHAMATEIbHEBIM.

- 91 Bcé ke xoTen OBl YCIIBIIIATh MPUYKMHY, €CJIK OHAa Y Bac ecTs.

- 910 6bl10 HEOOIIBIIIOE HEJOPA3yMeHHe C MOEW CTOPOHHI. {1 Ciblinaj, 4To Bel cerogHs He Ha ciyxk0e,
KoMaHOup Kymo, v mosToMy CHadasa 3allén K BaM HOMOHM.

Kvéka ynuBIEHHO paCUIMPHUII T1a3a.

IelCTBUTEIHHO, CETOMHS OH He JOJIXKeH OBl IeKypuTh. OOHAKO B YCIIOBUSX HESICHOCTH C
nepeMelieHreM qyxoB [lorpebanbHOM 3eMJIM OH He MOT IT03BONUTE ce0e paccrnabuthes. [loaTomMy oH
0TKQa3aJICS OT CBOETO BEIXOMHOTO [HS, YTOOBI MPUUTH Ha padoTy.

OH mosaraJ, 4To 39TH er0 HaMepeHus OB [OIKHBIM 00pa30M HOBEOEHE! M0 CBeIeHUS APaTHL.

- [ToHATHO, BUOUMO, KTO-TO 3a0bL1I cooOIKTL Bam 00 3TOM.

Oka3sasioch, 4TO He TOJIBKO Jiogu Kuéku Ha MecTax 0Ka3aJIUuCh B 3aMellaTelbcTBe, Ho 1 QakalTo, u
MUHKUCTEPCTBO UMIIEPATOPCKOTO AOMa.

Kuéka B3mOXHYII.



OH He MOT" BCIIOMHUTb, KOTa B IIOCJIeJHUNI Ppa3 IIPpOBOOUII BpeMd JoMa. BMmecTo sToro oH
BO3BpalllaJICAd B€4epoM, YTOOBI HEMHOT'O OTOOXHYTH, d 3aTeéM BO3BPAIlAJICA Ha CTAHIIUIO B CEpennHe
HO4YH 1 BO3BpalllaJiCsa IOMOM TOJIBKO K BeYepy CIenyrIiero qud.

Bupenu cTpaHHYI0 KYKIy, BCTPEYaIKUCh C TPU3PaKaMu... U Opyrue mono0Hble coobinenus. bompinoe
KOJTMYECTBO COOOIEHUY OUEeBU/LIEB U XKan00, He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, CBSI3aHHI I OHU C 3aXOPOHEHUEM
WM C KaKUM-1u60 OpyruM o0beKTOM, He JaBasio IIOKos moapa3nenenunio Kuéky. OHuM oTBevYanu Ha
BCe COOOIIEHH S [0 OYepenu, OTAess "MIIeHuIy" oT "pxu" u cobupas HeoOXoouMEbIe
II0Ka3aTenbCTBa. [JOK/IaBIBaTh BCE MeIbyanlie MOgPOOHOCTH BEIIIECTOSIIEMY PYKOBOACTBY OBITI0
YTOMHUTEJIBHO.

HecMmoTps Ha 9TO, OH BCE PAaBHO IMPEOIIOYUTAI OTIIPABIISATh MOTYMHEHHBIX JOMOW UJTM 3aCTABIISTDh UX
IenaTh MePePHIBHI, YTO JI0XKUIOCH BCE Oosee TSXKEMEIM OpeMeHeM Ha 1ieyu Kuéky. Bo MHOTOM 3TO U
OBLIIO IPUYKHOM ero pa3fpaKeHHOTr0 HaCTPOEHHUS.

EMy OBIITO CTBIOHO, YTO IIPOCTO€ 3aHATHE MOXKET BRI3BIBATE Y HETO TAKOE PA3OPAXKEHHUE.

- Hy, BoT, B 00111eM-TO, 1 BCE. AX [1a, elll€ 5 T03HAaKOMUJICS C Ballleil HeBeCTOM, KOMaHOUP.

Kuéka IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €TI0 HepeuépHyno OT TakKOIro HerI/IHy}KI[éHHOFO 3aABJIEHHUA.

ApaTa YXMBIJIBHYJICS CO 37100HBEIM ¥ HaCMEIUTUBLIM OJIECKOM B I'J1a3aX.

- OHa OKa3aJla MHe BeXJIUBEIYA MPUEM. S He YIUBIEH, YTO THI B3sJI ce6e B CyKeHbIe TaKyIo
dbaHTacTUYECKYI0 0CO0Y.

- 9T0 capka3Mm?

- BoBce HeT, MPOCTO KOHCTATUPYIO (HAKT... [Ipu 3TOM, XOTS S ¥ IIOHUMAl, YTO 9TO, BO3MOXKHO, HE MOE
Ierno, s MICKPeHHe He 0fo0psi0 TaKOTO OTHOLIEHHUS K TPEKPaCHOM XKeHINWHe, Kak y Bac ceiyac.

- IIpocTure?

Kuéxka He mOHSJ, Ha 4YTO HaMeKaeT Apata. OH HaxMypHuJ OPOBH.

- Panblie... X0Ts, Ha caMOM feJfie, 3TO OBIII0 BCETO0 HECKOJIBKO OHEY Ha3afl, 51 JeWCTBUTENIbHO
mepecekarsncs ¢ Mue.

-n?

- B TOT MOMEHT OHa BHIT/IAAENa TaK, YTO I'OTOBA Onlna PYXHYTh Ha MECTE. [la u BRITTISIMETIA OHA



COBEPIIEHHO He3I[OpOBOI71.

- OHa me#iCTBUTEINIBHO YyTh He ymaina. K cyacThio, 5 crac e€ TaM, Ha o6ourHe. M ecnu Torga oHa
BBITJISIfIeNIa He3[IOPOBOM, TO CETOMHS, KOTfia 51 €€ yBUfeJ, MHE II0Ka3ajloCh, YTO COCTOSIHUE JIeBYIIKU
TOJIBKO YXYIIINIOCE.

Kuéky BnepBble yCBIIA O TOM, 4YTO MUE 3HaKoMa ¢ ApaToi, 1 eMy ObIJI0O HEIIPUSITHO, YTO YeJIOBEK,
C KOTOPBEIM OH OBLI 3HAKOM JIUIIH OTHaJIeHHO, TaK O Hell 0T3hIBAETCH.

OpHako 3aMe4yaHue ApaThl 3aCTaBUiI0 KMEKY 0CO3HATD, UTO OH COBEPILIEHHO He TIOMHUT, KakK
BHITIISIZeNTa MuEé HaKaHyHe Be4epOM.

Kaxoii oHa Oblsia B TOT TyHHBEIY Bedep? WMy B IpeObIAyINyio HOUb?

ExXenHeBHBEIE KOIIMapH U3MoTanu Mué 1o Kocted. OHa BBEITTISIAeNa HAaCTOIbKO U3MOXKAEHHOM!, YTO B
m060M MOMEHT MOTJIa YBSIHYTh. HECMOTPST Ha TOUCKU ceMbU Ycy0a, YTOOHI IOMBITATLCS COEATh s
Heé yTo-HMOyIb KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, HUKAaKUX IOJIBUXKEK B 3TOM HallpaBJIeHUU He OBIIO, a U3-3a
paboTHI, Ipecyeyoleil ero, IPOCTO BEPHYTLCS AOMOM, YTOOH YBUETHLCSA C HEW, OBIIIO TPaKTUYECKU
HEBO3MOKHO.

[To ero n6y nmpoGekan XOJIOMHbIM TIOT.

- HeBaxHo0, 3aHSAT T Ha paboTe UK HET, HO pPa3Be THl He OJKeH 60osbline 6eCIIOKOUTLCS O CBOEH
HeBecTe? CIIPOCH, UTO C HEH, XOTs ObL... JINYHO 51 HUKOr[a Ol He ITO3BOJIUII CBOEH CYXKEHOU Tak
3aKOHYHTb.

[Tpu oOBIYHBIX 00CTOSITENbCTBAX K1i€Ka Hakpruyiana Obl HAa Hero, YTOOLI OH He Jie3 He B CBOE AEJ0.
He3HakoMble 0O He NOMXKHE TaK TOBOPUTE O €T0 HEBECTE.

Ho sTu coBa He CXOOUIHU C €ro YCT.

kekskokok

[Tocne BcTpeuu ¢ ApaToit KuéKy 3aKoHYUI CBOIO paboTy, IOIyYUB OT YACTHOT'O JeTEKTHBA HOBYIO
yOequTeNnbHyI0 NHGOOPMALIKIO, ¥ OTIIPABUJICS AOMOM.

CrnoBa, CKa3aHHEIE ApaTOI;I B TOT IE€HBb, C TE€X IMOP HE BEIXOOWUJIN Y HETO 13 I'OJIOBHI. Ho TeIlepb, Y3HaB



(baxThl, KOTOpPhle IPUBEI OETEKTUB, OH OBITT YBEPEH BO BCEM.

EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO He yCIIeBasIo 3a MIPOUCXOMSIINM, - 9TO Cepille caMoro Kuéku.

Korpga oH, HakoHeIl, moOpascs {0 moMa, Mu€é, BEIXoAsasi 06bIYHO BCTPeYaTh €ro, IoYeMy-TO
OTCYTCTBOBAJIa. BripoueM, oH He cpa3y HaIE e€ B OoMe.

- Mué.

OKJIMKHYJI OH €€ c3adu, KOTHa OHa [IeJIOBUTO BO3UJIach Ha KyxHe. Ho, moxoxke, €€ MbICTU ObITH
3aHSATH COBCEM [IPYTUM, 1 OHa He o6paTuiia Ha Hero BHUMaHUS.

- Mue.

- Mue.

ITocye TOTO KakK OH B TPETHH pa3 Ha3BaJl €€ UMsI, PyKH HaKOHeIl TepecTai JBUTAThCS, ¥ OHa
o0epHyach ¢ rIy00KO YIUBIIEHHEIM BRIPaXKeHUEM JIUIIA.

- K-kuéxka?

Opnoro B3rnsiga Kuéke xBaTuiio, 4ToObl MOHSATH, YTO OHA HE 3aMeTHJIa ero BO3BpalleHUs TOMOH.
Heyxenu oHa Oblla HACTOJILKO IOTJIOIEHA CBOUM 3aHsATUeM?.. HeT, 3T0 He Tak.

- 4 goma...

- C Bo3BpauleHreM. V3BMHHU, YTO He Mpulia Te6s IOoMpUBETCTBOBATh...

- Huyero cTpaisoro.

Kuéka mpucTanapbHO CMOTpeN Ha Mu€E, KOTfia Ta ¢ IIyMoM mopbexana K HEMY.

3akyTaHHas B 6/1eHO-0MPI030BO€ KUMOHO C POCCHINBIO KJIEHOBHIX JTUCThEB, OHA JEHUCTBUTEIBHO
BBEITJISIETIA KaK apUCTOKpaTKa. JI000#, KTO yBUael Okl €€ B TAKOM BHIE, II0 HOCTOMHCTBY OIEHUIT ObI
€€ KaK MTPeKPACHYI0, HEXKHYIO ¥ TPAI[O3HYIO JIEIH.

B To BpeMst Kak Mu€ Bc€E O0Jbilie BpeMeHH ITPOBOMANIIA BIaau OT OMa, ITIOCBSITUB ce0s 3aHATUSIM CO
CTaplei CeCcTPoH, OHA TaK U3MEHMIIACh, YTO OH IIOYTH HE y3HAJ eé.

U Bcé XKe, HECMOTPS Ha BCe 3TO...



- Mug, nouemy?

OH He MOT KakK ciienyeT IMPOKPYTUTE B T'OJIOBE CBOU CIIENYIOITHE BOCIIOMUHAHUSA.

Kuéka BCcrioMHHAI IIOCIEIHNE HEeCKOJILKO MECSIIEB.

Korga Mué TonbKo mpuexasna, oHa Oblla B y2KaCHOM COCTOSTHUH.

Eé Tesno 6bUI0 HE3NOPOBO UCXYAABIINM, OT HETO OCTA/IUCh JIUIIH KOXKa fa KocTu. Ha nulle nosBuiach
671 HOCTD, BOJIOCH ¥ KOXKa OBUIM UCTEPTH U MTOTPETIaHHL.

Ho Bc€ momkHO ObII0 U3MEHUTLCA K NTyuiieMy. HopManbHas XXKU3HB 37leCh He NOJIKHa Oblia
II03BOJIATE € CHOBA 0KA3aThCHA B TAKOM JKaJIKOM COCTOTHUM.

TeMm He MeHee, 3TO OB IOTHBINA Perpecc.

LiBeT eé ImEK IOTYCKHET, B IJ1a3ax 3ajeru TEMHBIe Kpyru. Kuéka He Mor cebe mpefCcTaBUTh, YTO
IUIOTh Ha e€ L[eKax U 3allsICThsX, KOTOpas Tak LOJr0 Pa3BUBajach, Teleps ucyesaet. Cenyac 3To
Ka3aJioch elé 6oiee 3aMeTHHIM, YeM B TOT JIYHHEIN Bedep.

3HAYUT, BCE, YTO TOBOPHUJ ApaTa, OBIJIO BEPHO.

BHYTpI/I Kuéku 4To-TO 3aKHUIano, MeqaeHHo TOTHUMAsICh Ha IIOBEPXHOCTB.

- XM...

- 3HQYUT, 3aHATHUS MOEH CeCTPH! ObUIM JOBOJILHO CTPOTUMU?

Mué mokayajsa rojloBO¥ B OTBET Ha €ro KOJIKUU BOIIPOC.

- Het, Xan3yku Bcerpa... OHa 0YeHb BHUMATEJNIBHA. ..

- Torga B uéM e feso?

Pa3mpakeHHBIN, OH eIKO IOTpeboBas OTBETa.

Kuéka v caM He IOHUMaJI, TOYeMy OH TaK pa3mpaxkéeH. He ycren oH 9TO 0CO3HATh, KaK CXBaTUll Mué
3a PYKY.



- Kuéxka, 4...

- TTouemy THI Tak ucxymasna? [ToueMy TH TakKas paccesHHasI, YTO [aXKe He 3aMevaellb, Koraa 5
IIPUX0XKY JOMOM?

- 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO...

Ero HeJOBOJILCTBO YCUIIAIIOCH, KOT'TIa OH YBUAEJ, YTO OHa M30eraeT ero B3TJAa.

- Tel HUKOT A He TOBOPUJIA MHE, YTO Y2Ke BCTpedasnach ¢ Apatoi Llypyku.

- Y-ym... Kuéka.

- OT0 emé He Bcé. [lyMaellb, s1 He 3HAI0 0 TOM, KaKue yKacHble CHBI Te0e CHSTCS 110 HouaM?

9To 3amMeyaHue 3acTaBuio Mu€ HanpsIYbCsd U PACIIMPUTD I'1a3a.

Her, HeT, He Tak s X0TeJIa HayaTh 3TOT Pa3TOBOP.

B rpynu Kuéku 3abypiuia mIpoTUBOpedYrBasi CMECh SMOIIUHM.

OH TOYHO He coOMpasiCst OTYUTHIBATL €€ HU 3a BCTPeuy ¢ ApaToii, HU 3a KomMapkel. Kuéka xoten
1103a00THUTHCS O HEM, He 00UIEeTh €€ U 3aTPOHYTH 3Ty TEMY B IPYTOM MECTe.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTla OH O3BYYHMJI MEICJIX, KOTOPBEIE€ HEYKJIOHHO KOIIUJIUCE B €TI0 I'0JIOBE, OH YK€ He
MOT OCTAaHOBHUTBCA.

- 91 xe Tebe yxKe roBopu, npaBaa? ['0Bopu co MHOM 0 YéM yrogHo. ITonoxuck Ha MeHsa. Ho CKONbKO
OBl BpeMEeHU MHI HU ITPOBEJIM BMECTE, Thl BCE PABHO HE XOUEIlh MHE IOBEPUTHCS.

- 3Hay4uT, THl MHE He f0Bepselb? [109ToMy Thl MHE HUYEro He pacCKa3blBaelllb?

- Hert, KoHEuHO, HET...

F'onoc Mué cunbHO apoxarn. Korga oHa mocMoTperna Ha Kuéky, oH yBufesn, 4YTO B €€ Iia3ax CTOST
KPYIIHbIE CJIE3HL.

- 4 He xoremna Te6st 6eCTOKOUTD. THI ¥ TAK BHITJITOUIND TAKAM 3aHSATHIM U M3MOTAHHEIM, U 5T HE XOTela
6ecrnokouThb T€0SI CBOMMU IIPOBGIEMaMH.



- 41 BOBCe He yCTall. He Hamo pemaTs 3TO 3a MEeHH.

- Xur!

JT0 OBlNIa Harias 10Xb. OH OBLT HACTOJIBKO U3MOTAH, YTO JaXKe ero 6e33a00THLIN MOMYNHEHHEBIH,
oo, 3amMeTun 3TO ¥ IIpHKa3all eMy He BO3BpaIaThCsl Ha CTAHIUIO N0 KOHIIA HOYH.

[To muenuio KuéKy, To, YTO OH 3aKPhII I'Jla3a Ha COCTOSIHUE 3[M0POBhS MUE, U TO, UTO OH CTall
3ajaBaTh BOIIPOCH B YIIOP, OBLIJIO CIIEICTBHEM TOT0, YTO YCTAlIOCTh Ociabuia ero pacCyfuTeIbHOCTh U
CIOEepPXXKaHHOCTb.

OpHako, YBIEKIINCH CBOMM 3aHSTHEM, OH BHIIIYCTUII U3 YCT CIEAYIOIIHe CIOBa:

- Ecniu OBl BCE TakK U 3aKOHYMJIOCH, MHE He CliefjoBaio OBl BooO1ile faBaTh Te0e BO3MOXKHOCTh
YUUTHCS.

-A...

Y Mué u3 rna3 nmoaunuch caéssl, 1 Kuéka, HakoHell, 0CO3HaJl CBOIO CJIOBECHYIO OIIHOKY.

Mué caMa CKa3asia eMy, UTO XO4YEeT YUUTECS. B e€ Tia3ax ropes CBeT, KOTJia OHA CMOTpesIa Ha KHUIIhI
y4eOHUKOB, ONOJIKEHHEIX V¥ Xan3yku. Korma oHa Oblyla C eT0 CeCTpOoi, TO BCeraa Ka3anach BECETIOM.

W 0H TOJIBKO YTO OTBEPT BCE 3TO.

- JT0 XecToko, Kuéxka.

Cné3sl 0OfiHa 3a APYrou TEKJIU 110 e€ JIKIy, 3ajIuBas MOJ.

Kuéka cuimpHO mmoKaJses 0 CBOMX CJIOBaX. y}KaCHYBHII/ICb COOCTBEHHBIM IIOCTYIIKaM, OH HE CMOT'
HHUYETO OTBETUTD.

- 4... 1 TONBKO...

Ero ronoc HeNOBKO IpepBascs.

Mué€ cunbHO 3afipokKasa 1 PyxHyja B er0 CTPEMUTEIHHO NMPOTAHYThEe PyKu. OHa Oblyla TETKOM Kak
TIEePHIIIKO, ¥ TI0 eT0 MO3BOHOYHUKY ITPo0eKaja JPOKb.

- {1 yxaceH.



OH npuunHUn 60/1b CBOEH HEBECTE.

Bce ompaBoaHusi 0 TOM, YTO 3TO OBIJT HECYACTHHIM CIy4Yal MM YTO OH II03BOJIUJI SMOLUSM B3SITh BEPX,
ObLIM coBepIlIeHHO OeccMbicieHHB. OHa Obl/la U3MydeHa U paHeHa CUIbHee, 4YeM KTO-TH00 U3 ero
3HAKOMBIX, HO OH BCE PaBHO IPUYUHUII €1 O0JIb.

OH cpenan camoe Xypauiee, 4TO TOJIBKO MOT' CO€eJlaThk.

Pa3Be 3T0 OTIIMYaNOCh OT TOTO, KakK ¢ Hel oOpartanuck npu Caiimopu?

OH NOOHSAI NMOTEPSABIIYI0 CO3HaHWe MUE Ha PYKH.

qYBCTBO BHUHEI I'PEI3JIO €TI0, 1 OH Ha4all OBIJIO HECTH €€ B KOMHATY, KaK BOAPYT €T'0 B34 YIIal Ha
HE3HAKOMEIH JIMCTOK 6y'Mal"I/I, JIeKaBIINY Ha II0JIy.

- Yo 97T0?

CnoBa, HanmuCaHHBIE Ha OyMare, MOIHOCTHIO MOATBEPAUIN TOK03PeHuss Kuéku.

OH HHCKOIBKO He K0yie0asicsi B CBOEM pellleHuH. ITO ObII eUHCTBEHHBIN CII0C00 criacT Mué u
WCKYIIUThL BUHY 3a CBOM PE3KHUe CJIOBa.
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