— Torpga Onla BoiiHa, — Hauas yuTaTh llao ITao. — XKecTokas u O6ecnomiantuas. HUKTo He 3HaeT, Kak
¥ KOTZla OHa Haydasack. [lake MPUYKMHKEI ObITM HEM3BECTHHL. boraTcTBa, TeppuTOpuUH, Bepa... Jlrogu
BCEeTrma OMpPaBIkBAIM CBOIO 2KECTOKOCTh BEPOM B HEUTO CBEIIIIE,

On OTOPBAJI B3rjidAd OT CBUTKA U IIOCMOTPEII HA OBYX MAros.

— Tam Tak ¥ OBUIO HAIKUCAHO?

— [I-ma, a 4TO-TO HE TaK? — B3BOJIHOBAHHO clipocuia Jla Qeii.

— CnuIIKOM JIUTepaTypHEIU A3bIK. HeBaxkHo. [IpogomkuM.

B3,]IOXHYB, OH Ha4aJl YU TaThb CHOBa.

— Bo umsa CesmierHoro JIpeBa-bora mogu BpaxkmoBanu. KpoBs nunack pekou. KimaHel ucTpebasin
OPYT Opyra, He L[afs HU XKEeHIIWH, HU JeTell. XOOuIn JereHar], 4Tto [IpeBo-bor HarpaguT cBOuX
o4yuTaTeled OTPOMHOU CUJION, UMEHHO II03TOMY IIPaBUTENU BITAJIMCh OTBOEBATh APYT y Apyra 3TU
3emsnd. OpHaKo 051710 Taby, KOTOPOTO IPUAEPKUBAIUCEH BCE JTIOOU — HeJlb3s MTOAXOOUTE K [IpeBy.

OpHaxnasl mosiBUIAChk KeHIuHa. OHa cycTunach ¢ Hebec u Hapymuma Taby. E€ 3Banmu Karys. Ona
copBana c [IpeBa miop u o0pena Heu3MepuMyIo cuny. Micronb3ys e€, oHa IpeKpaTuia BOMHE U
CIIJIOTHIIA JIIOMEeH 1Mo HOBOM Bepou. E€ mpo3Banu Kponuuweit boruHel 1 Havalau IMOKJIOHSITHCS, 605Ch
HaBJIeYb Ha cebs eé THeB.

[Tao [Tao ocTaHOBUIICH, TIOMaCCHUPOBAJI BUCKU U CHOBA T'JISHYJI Ha Maros.

— OT0 Kak-To... [Jaxke He 3HaI0, 4YTO cKa3aThb. Eciu mogoOHas 60TUHS U BIIPaBOy Onlna...

— JTa MIKuTa paccKa3bklBaeT UCTOPUIO MCYE3HYBIIEHN IMBATA3AINY, — IIOTPABUB OUYKHU, IPOU3HEC
Teopr. — B To BpeMs niofu obrafanu Kyna G6obiiel cUion, 4eM cerdac. [Janbliie TOBOPUTCS O TOM,
YTO Ccy4unoch ¢ boxectBeHHBM [IpeBoM u Borunei-KponukoM. CoOCTBEeHHBIE CHIHOBBS pPa3[euin
€€ Ha YacCTH, CO3MaB IeBATh NEMOHUYECKUX 3BEPEH, a caMy 9HEPTUI0, KOTOPYIO Ha3kBAIOT «4aKpa»,
pasmenuny MexXay JIIOAbMU. f CYMTalo0, YTO eC/IM MBI HaiéM crocod Bocco3maTh [IpeBo u
MCII0/Ih30BaTh €I'0 MOIIb, TOTTIa BECh CBEPXbECTECTBEHHEIM MUP HE YCTOUT IIepef] YelIoBedecTBOM!

— XM... — 3aAyMYHuBO MIPOTSHYJI JTUEP repOeB ¥ Pa3BEPHYJ CBUTOK fasiblle. — B ogHY TUXYI0 HOYb
Ha fepeBHI0 CKprITOTO JIucTa Haman [1eBITUXBOCTHIM IEMOH JIUC.

— Yrto, «MeHMy» unTaeTe? — 3aifsd B KOMHATY, cipocun 3urgpup. — YymoBas MaHra, IpaBaa
KOHIIOBKY ciunu. Haxep BooOire BBOAUIN B CIokeT 3Ty Karyio?

— Croun, 4TO THI ceryac ckasdan?! — BeIKpukHYI Llao Llao.



— Boy-Boy, nonerue, He xoTen o6unets. He 3Han, yTo oHa Tebe IOHPaBUIach! — Havasl MaxaTh
pyKaMu IapeHsb.

— Her, s He 06 aToM! Manra, Tel TOBOPHII IIPO HEE.

— H-Hy g-ga... Tel Hayan roBoputh Ipo [lepeBHio JIucTta u [[eBATUXBOCTOrO, I AyMaJl, 4YTO Thl Hayanl
yuTaTh «MeHMy»! — Hadas ompaBABIBaTLCSA 3UTDPUL.

— Yto 310 3HauuT, Jla ®eii, ['eopr?!

— M-MEI He 3HaeM! — yOUBIEHHO BHIKPUKHYJIA [IEeBYIIKA.

— TTokaxu MHe 3Ty MaHTy, — TpeGoBaTenbHO cka3an [lao I1ao, cxBaTuB 3ur¢puma 3a BOPOTHUK.

— Ceiiyac, OTIYCTH TOJIBKO!

OH TIOIPaBHUII BOPOTHUK ¥ OBICTPO BEIIIEN U3 KOMHATHL. BepHYBIIKMCH, OH IPOTSIHYJ TOM MaHTH
THAEDY.

— W 4T0 9T0 3HAUUT? — OPOCUB 37I0OHKIN B3TJISIA Ha Maros, cripocuit Llao 1]ao, Kak TOIBKO GBICTPO
TTPOJTUCTAJT TOM.

— A-a! — ynuBnénHo BHKpUKHYa Jla ®el, yKka3aB mablieM Ha 00710KKYy. — ITO ke OH!
W3BpallieHel U3 COKPOBUIHUITEI! 3-3HAK0, HE CUIIBHO ITOX0XK, HO €CIIN NPUTrNAneThcs. CMOTPUTE, TE
2Ke II0JIOCH Ha mjekax!

— XoTuTe CKa3aTh, YTO OH BCE EIIE KUB U HaPKCOBaJ 3Ty MaHTy? — crnpocun Ilao Iao.

— CnuIIKoM MHOTO COBIIQieHNH, — He XOTs cornacuncs ['eopr. — Takou ucxon BecbMa BeposiTeH. K
TOMY K€ eCTh He OOUH IIPUMep TOro, KakK CXOfAT ¢ yMa OeccMepTHEIe cyIHOCTH. OnuH —
u3BpalleHel], HoBas JIeBuadan n3obpaxkaeT u3 ceds JeBOUYKY-BOMIIEOHUITY, HEe YIUBIIIOCH, €CJTH TOT,
KTO OCTaBUJI 3Ty IJINTY, HAYHET PUCOBATh MaHTYy.

— HaiiguTe aBTOpAa.
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AKeHO CMYIIEHHO OIYCTHIA TJla3a, IPUKPEIBAs PyKaMH I'Pydb. 3a €€ CIMHOM IJIaBHO IBUTAJIMCh IBa
Kphbita. O6a 4€pHBIE, CIOBHO HOYb, OMHAKO OHM OBITM abCOMIOTHO pa3Hbie. OIHO aHTeNIbCKOoe, a
Ipyroe meMoHuYecKoe. [IeByIlKa 3aKycuia ry0y, 0XKugasi peakIluy IMapHs, YTO CHMe eper Hel, HO



TOT Mosn4asn. OHa YZXKe Ha4daJla AyMaTh, 9YTO 3PsA BCE 3TO 3aTesina, HO Hepe60pona cebs u, IIPOTJIOTUB
KOM, SaCTpHBH.II/Iﬁ B I'OpJie, Ha4aJla TOBOPUTh:

— B-B03MOKHO, MOSI UICTOPHS BaM He MHTepPeCHa, HO, IT0XKaJy#icTa, BEICIyIIakTe MeH4... [Ipoimry...

IeByika OblTa 0OYeHb B3BONTHOBaHHA. E€ mneun mpoxamnu. Bo pTy Bcé mepecoxio. OHa He MOTTIa
momoOpaTh CJIOB.

— B-BOoceMHapiLIaTh JIET Ha3af, s pOAUiIach B HEOOJIBIION AePEeBYIIKe Ha OKpanHe CTPaHHl, B KJlaHe
JKpeIoB Yy CMePTHOU XKeHIIWHEL OT Hafllero anreja. HekoTopoe BpeMsi Mbl KUJIK BCE BMECTe, HO
II032Ke OTell Ipomaa. MecTHBIE XKUTEIN OIOTYUINCH TPOTUB HAC ¢ MaTepbio. OHM HA3HIBAIHU €€
IIUTFOXOM, @ MEHS MOHCTPOM... Tak IMPOJo0JIKaloCch HECKONIBKO JieT. OHM BCAUYECKHU YHHUXKAJU Hac.
3abupanu eny, Bony. [TopTunu Haum Bemy. OgHaXKOH OHY Halla/lM Ha Hall AoM. ¢ 3Bajia Ha IIOMOIIIb,
HO Oe3pe3ynbTaTHO... OHU yOUTIM MeHS U MaTh, a 3TOT NAfIINY aHrell Tak ¥ He npuien... Ceiyac g1
CUXKY TIepe[l BaMM NTHIb Gjlarogaps rocruoxe Puac, yuuTens.

[To mexke meBYIIKYM CKaTUIACh Clie3a U ynaja Ha 00HaXXEHHYI0 Ipydb. [leByIIKa IocMOTpesa B Iia3a
YUUTeNsI, HO TOT MOJT4all.

— HaBepH;{Ka, BRI TOKE CHHUTaeTe MEeHA MOHCTPOM...

— XM... — 3agyM4uBo IpoTsaHyNI Hapy, npuOIu3uBIIKCE K JEBYIIKE.

AxeHo YOUBHUIIACh U YCTABUJIACh HA YUUTEIIA. Hapy IIPOTAHYJ PYKU M CXBATHII JEBYIIKY 3ad KPHIJIO.

— YV-yuurenn?!

— Hacrosamue... — HpOI/IBHéC Hapy " HEOXKHUOAHHO BEIOEPHYII OOHO I1€PO0.

— O-om!

— Iaxe nepeps... OX, U3BUHU, — YNBIOHYJCS OH. — IIPOCTO 51 cylerKa YOUBIEH. BriepBhie BUXKY
momo0HOe Tak O6JIM3K0. A YTO 2Ke KacaeTCs TBOUX CJIOB... KTO U3 Hac He MOHCTp?

AKeHO BOIIPOCHTEINIbHO ITOCMOTpesIa Ha yYuTesa. TOT, B3OOXHYB, HAKUHYIT Ha [E€BYLIKY CBOM MUMXKAK
¥ TIPOMIOJIKUII:

— 4l uMel0 B BULy 4E€JIOBEYECTBO B IeJIOM. [[yMalo, JKMBOTHLIE CUUTAIOT YeJI0BeKa CaMbIM CTPAIIHBIM
MoOHCTpoM. OHO ¥ HEYOUBUTENbHO. MbI yOUBaeM BCE, UTO €CTh IPEKPacHOT0 BOKPYT Hac. Tak ObII0
BCerfa. 3a Ky4y JIeT, 4To 5 Habsofan 3a 9Tou IIJIaHEeTOH, 1 He BUAEJ MOHCTPa CTpalllHee YeJioBeKa.



— C-ceHceii, BB TaK TOBOPHUTE, CIIOBHO TIPOXKUIIK yKe He Maso JIeT...

— Xe-xe, MeMCTBUTEIBHO... I XKUBY yKe [OBOJIbHO MHOTO JIET, — U3MYy4YEeHHO B3[I0XHYB, IIPOU3HEC
napeHb ¥ [OCTal U3 KapMaHa OpIOK IMayKy CUrapeT. 3aKypHB, OH IIPOOOJIKMUI: — []aBHEIM-JaBHO B
OJIHOI;I AJEPEBYIIKE POOUIICA MaJIbYUK B CEMbE ITPABUTETIA. Ero pomuTenn HOTI/I6JII/I B IE€HL €r0
POXKMIEHHUS U OCTAJICS OH ofuH. 2KuTenu BO3HeHAaBUIEIM MaIbYiKa, CYUTAsI eI0 BUHOBHLHIM B CMEPTH
mobumoro mpaBuTessi. OHM Ha3bIBAJIM €70 MOHCTPOM, KHIAIUCh B HETO KaMHSIMHU, THAJIKA C JEeTCKUX
IJIOMag0K 1 Mara3uHoB. OH poc. HeHaBuCTh mogel pociaa BMecTe ¢ HuM. OHU CTapaluch ero
UTHOPUPOBAThH, HO OH He CHABaJICS U, WIlla BHUMaHUS, yCTpauBal manoctu. OH He cmaBascs. OH
XOTeJI 3aMoIy4YuTh UX Ipu3HaHue... OqHak Ok, Ha JepeBHIO CHOBA Hallajly U TOT{a 3TOT Malb4yuK
BCeX cIac. JIogu Ha3Baau ero repoeM. Bcs HeHaBUCTDb Cpaldy MCYe3lla, CIIOBHO €€ U He OBIIO0, HO B
rayOuHe OYIIHM, OH MTOHKUMAJI, YTO BCE 9TO JuIllh 00MaH. OH cTapasics He IPHUAaBaTh 3HAYEHUS ITOMY
YyBCTBY U OBUTAJICS Oajblle, cobupas Bcé Goblie u 6oblie mogei BOKpyT ceOsi, a TOTOM BCe OHU
yMepau. ManbyuK 0CTaJCs OOUH M3-3a IIpefaTebcTBa OIM3KOro apyra. Torpaa oH MOHSII, YTO MOHCTP
He OH, a JIIOIY BOKPYT.

AkeHo He 3Halla, YTO CKa3aTh. Paccka3 y4uTess Ka3aJiCsi CTPaHHBIM U HECKJIaJHBIM, CJIIOBHO OH
YIIYCTHIT MHOXKECTBO [eTajel, He0OXOIUMBIX [IJIsT COCTaBJIEHUS ITOTHOM KapTHHEL.

— Xex, 4TO-TO g 3aroBOPHUIJICA. TBOM c10Ba HAIIOMHUJI MHE HNCTOPHUIO 3TOIr'0 MaJIbYHKa. TomBKO BOT OH
TaK U OCTaJICA OOUH.

— A-a 4... — THXO0 IIpoIIerTaaa JeBYyIIKa.

— Ornsgmuck BOKPYT, — C yNbIOKO# nmpouduéc Hapy. — YV TeOst eCcTh Opy3bs, TOTOBEIE HA BCE, pagu
TeOs1. Harra mpunIlecca, 6ucéHeH, KOTEHOK U Fca, OHM TOTOBH pafu TeOsT CBEPHYTh FOPHL. A Temepb
ofyMai, CUMTAIOT 1M OHU TeOsT MOHCTPOM?

Ona yneIOHYIach U CTEPJIa CIE3H PYKOM.

— II-ma, BHI IIpaBHL... f-9 paga, 4TO OTKphUIack BaM! [laxke ecyiy Bel He IPUMETE MOU YyBCTBA, TEIEPh
y MeHS CIIOKOMHO Ha fayIe. Baiia ucTopus po Manb4yuKa, OHa Be[b U3 MaHTH, 5 IpaBa?
[Tpencenatent coBeTa MpUHECTA XKYPHAJI B Hallly KJTyOHYI0 KOMHATY. f 0o4eHb yOUBUIIaCh, KOTTa
y3HaJa, YTO BH IIPOTOTUI ITIEPCOHAaXKa, 3TO YAUBUATEHHO!

— MoxelIb CYUTATh U TaK...

— C-ceHcel, BB Beib He OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK, 5 IIpaBa’?..

— He 3Ha10, MOXHO 7T Ha3BaThb MEHS YEJIOBEKOM.

— 3HaeTe, MHE He BaXHO, KTO Bbl, y4UTelb. d BCE paBHO Oymy m06UTE Bac. Brl mpuMeTe Mou
YyBCTBa?



— Botoch, ceromHst MBI BUOUMCS B TIOCJIEIHUM Pa3...
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CasimneHHOE [IpeBo-bor

Karysa unu borunasa Kponuk

BruMaHue! 3TOT mepeBof, BO3MOXKHO, €IlI€ He TOTOB.
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