— Yto?!

HMmnepaTop monxkeH o6jafaTh HEIIOKOJIEOMMEIM XapaKTepoM, HO Jaxe [JIs JIIa MPBIXKOK C IISITOr0
aTaxa OBl y2KacoM HasiBy. [IOCKONIbKY B 9TOM MUpe HET aMePHUKAHCKUX TOPOK MM IIPHIKKOBBIX
aTTPAKIMOHOB, TO MAMIeHHUs C BEICOTEI CUYMTAETCS CMEPTEILHEIM.

— [loxanyiicta, oBeprTeCh MHe, Bale BricouecTso.

¢ aKKypaTHO IIPU3EMITUJICS Ha BEIMOIIEHHYI0 KaMHEM TPOMUHKY, pa3gpo0uB IIOBEPXHOCTH MO
Horamu. MiMmepaTop mepaKasics 3a CIHHY, TaK YTO He JOJIKeH OB IOYYBCTBOBATh HEMPUSITHOTO
yOoapa OT IPU3eMJIEHUS.

— JlecTHuUIIa 3aHsTa IPOTHBHUKAMU, HO B CJIEAYIOMINH pa3 Mbl 0093aTeIbHO CIIyCTAMCS, KaKk
nostaraetcsi. KcraTu, 3a HaMu yxkKe MPULIIH.

Kak TONBKO 51 JOTOBOPMII, 3 ABEPHOI0 IIPpOeMa IOKA3aJICs OTPSI[L COIaT, KaxkK bl U3 KOTOPEIX HeC B
PyKax Maru4eckyo BUHTOBKY. OHM He CHalIepa, MOCKOIbKY 3TOT TUII BUHTOBKM NTPeIHA3HAYEH IS
O1uKHEro 00s.

Conpatel maxe He IPeI0XKUIN MHE CHAThCs, OHM BHICTPOMIIMCH B JIMHUIO, HAIPABUB AYJI0O BUHTOBOK
B MOIO CTODOHY.

— Crpensiu!

W3 BUHTOBOK BBEIPBAJIUCH APKHUE IIYJIA, UM IdZKE UMIIePaTOPa He XKaJIKO, UX KOHEeYHasd IeJb - YGI/ITL
€ro, a TyT emé 1 TaKasad BOSMOXKHOCTE.

[Tynu MHe He CTPAIIHH, ST MOTY JIeTrKO H30eraTh BEICTPEJIOB, ITPOCTO IIepeMelrasicCh B IPOCTPAHCTBE,
HO UMIIEPATOP He BHIIEPKHUT TAaKOT'0 YCKOPEHUS.

Braromapst 0co6eHHOCTH 00psia MOeii TOBeIUTEIbHUIIL, ¥ MEHS eCTh U IPYTOH CIoco0 YOUBUTh
IIPOTHUBHUKOB. £ IIPOCTO BEICTABUII PYKY BIEPEN ¥ OBICTPO JIOBUII IIYJIH JIQMOHSIMH, CJIOBHO MaJIeHbKUM
pebeHok 6a6ouyek. Co CTOPOHHI TO BHITTISAE0 3a6aBHO, HO HA CaMOM [ieJie 5 JIOBUJI Maruio u
TIOTJIOIIAN ee, IIPeBpallas B YHCTYI0 SHEPIHI0, YTO BIKUTHIBAIACH B MOE TEJIO0, YCHINBAS MEHS.

Mo10 0c06eHHOCTh MOKHO Ha3BaTh KO3BIPEM, YeM OO0JIbIlle B MEHSI CTPEJISIOT, TEM CUJIbHee s
CTAHOBIIOCH. [IpaBaa, OT Maru4eckoi mepego3upPOBKY TOXKE MOKHO OTKUHYThH JIanKH. Kak-To MBI
TIBITAJINCh ITPOBEPUTH, CKOJIBKO ITYJIb ST MOTY BBIIEPKATh, ITOCJIE COTOM Yy MeHs 3abojieia TojioBa OT
00/IBbIIOT0 KOJTMYeCTBa Marn4eckKoi sHepruy B Tene. [Jaxe yIy4IIUB CBOM HaBHIKM, MHE BCEe PABHO
HY2KHO CTapaThCsl He IIepeHamnpsaraTh TeJIo Ype3MepPHBIM KOJIMYeCTBOM MaruHu.

ITocne TPETLET O BEICTPEJIA II€X0Ta y6pana IIYIOIKH, a KOr'da HpKPIfI CBET PaACCeATICA, s ITPOOOJIZKAIl
CTOATH U CMOTPETh Ha CBOUX IIPOTUBHUKOB.



— OH el11e XUB...

— Ilynu ero He B3su?!

Mou MPOTHBHUKK HUYETO He MOHUMAasu. HoBoe opyxue JOJIXKHO YOMBATh BParoB C OOHOT'O BHICTPENA,
Maxe PHIApU He MOTYT OJIOKMPOBAThH CTOJIBKO 3a OOUH Pa3, a TYT KaKOK-T0 000POTEHb JIETKO
oToOusncs.

I/IMnepaTop CTOSIJI 3a MHOM ¥ THXO OPOZXKall OT Y2KaCa, TBOPUBIIETOCA BOKPYT.

4 mocTan meMOHMYECKYI0 BUHTOBKY, ©300peTeHHYI0 JIVKKO crienianbHO st MeHss. CMOTpUTe, KaKon
curnou obmamaioT opuneps Brambiku [1eMOHOB.

CBeTOBBIE ITYJIH BBUIETAJIM U3 OyJla C yXKacalollel CKOPOCThIo. [laneko He KaxKIbli MOT UCII0NIb30BaTh
aBTOMaTHU4YeCKUe BUHTOBKHY, HO Oiaromapsi MOTJIOUIEHUI0 Marn4yeCKoy CUJIBl MHE YOaBasioCh CTPEJISTh
0 IByX MUHYT.

— BbexumMm!

— BricTpee!

— A-a-a!

Bpaxkeckue conpmaTsl cOMBaNU OPYT ApPyTa C HOT, MBITasICh CKPBHITHCS OT MOUX ITy/b. KTO-TO IBITANCS
CTPENSTh B OTBET, elile 00JIbIlle 3apsikasg MeHS Marudeckoil sHepruei. boeBoii [yx MPOTHBHUKA
YIIeTY4HIICS BMECTE C MMEePBRIMU YOUTHIMU conpaTamMu. OHU caMy MIPUHSITA TaKoe PeIleHus, 5 He
BHMHOBAT B UX CMEPTH.

[TepBeiit 60€BOM TECT HOBOM aBTOMATH4YECKOM BUHTOBKHU IIPOIIEN YAAYHO, laXke IIPU MOUX HaBBIKAX
cTpenbOBl. [JecATOK TPYIIOB BaJISIIUCh MOAJIe MEHS, @ OCTaJbHBIM IIPOTUBHUKAM YOAI0OCh CKPHIThCS.

MuHyCcoM HOBOTO OPYKUSI MOXKHO Ha3BaTh TOJIBKO MOTPe6IeHNS Maru4eCcKoy CUJIB, faXe IMIPU Moei
TIOJIHOM 3apsifiKe yaJioCh BHITYCTUTh TOJIBKO COPOK IIyJb, @ 3TOT0 MaJjio JJisl IPOLOJIKUTENILHOTO 00SI.
Hy>XHO IpomoiXaTh yaydllaTh BAHTOBKHY.

V3 3manus BeIOeKAIU U OPYTHE CONAATH, HAIPAB/sAs Ha MEeHS BUHTOBKHU. Temeps UX OKOJIO COPOKa, a
MOSI Marudeckas Cujla 3aKOHYUIIACh. {1 Me[JIeHHO OJHSJ PYKH BBepX. [IpOTUBHUKY PELINIIN, YTO S
CHaloCch, HO IyMajid OHM TaK TOJIKO IO TOT'0O MOMEHTa, IT0Ka IIepBasi Mmysl He Ipobua rojioBy
odumepa.

CHaiinepa MPUKPHLIBAIN MEHS C COCETHUX JOMOB, a IIOOHSTHIE PYKH BBEPX OBIIN CUTHAJIOM [JIS
Havasa cTpenbOnl. [I[pOTUBHUKY Hadalu MafilaTh 3aMePTBO OOUH 3a ApyroM. CHaiilepoB He MHOTO, HO



Ka}KJIBIfI N3 HUX IIPOIIeJI 9Yepe3 HaCTosAIIue 0oeBhIe JleﬁCTBHH " 3HA€eT, KakK 06paH.IaTBC${ BHHTOBKAaMH.

Bcero uepe3 MUHYTY B JKUBBIX OCTAJINCh TOJIBKO S ¥ uMiiepaTop. HoBoe opyxwue, HOBasl BOMHA...

HmmepaTop MOCMOTPEN Ha YOUTHIX CTPaXKHUKOB.

— BaiiaT, 3T0 He Mou NTIOAM, HO Y HUX Hallla opma.

— [la, 3To mesno pyK LosbieBUKOB.

V3-3a mepuMeTpa IOCIbIIAICS BOM, 3TO XaMMaM IIpefyInpekaaeT MeHs 0 IPUOIHUKEHUH HOBBIX
IIPDOTUBHUKOB.

— HyxHo0 yxonuTs, Ballle BenuuecTBo, BO IBOPLiE OIIaCHO.

— Xopoiuo. JIumb 13-3a Ype3BbIYalHON CUTyaluu s OyOy BHIIONHATEL Bce Bamy mpuKasH.

OO6HsB UMIIepaTopa, s IePenprTrHYI 3a00p U 0Ka3ajcs B HOUHOM T'OpOJeE.

[Top mpuKpPHEITHEM OTPsfa 000pOTHEM MBI oOpanuch [0 foMa dneopkl. OTpsg XaMMaMa yBOOUI
BpaxkKeCKHUX COJIfaT B APYTYIO YaCTh TOPOAA, & CKeJIeThl He IIOCTOSHHO aTaKoBasly IPOTUBHUKA, ITOKa
He 3arHajiy UxX Ha TepPUTOPHUIO ABOPIIA.

M=1 mo6panuch J0 ocobHsIKa 0e3 HHIHUOEHTOB, HO MHE HyXKEH IePEPHIB.

— Tyt Bur B 6e3omacHocTH, Bamre BenmuuecTtBo. ITpolry mpoiieHus 3a CTONIb Pe3K0e MOSIBIIEHHE.

— Her, 910 5 momxkeH cka3aTh cracu0o. Ecnu Ob1 He B, KTO 3HaeT, Kakas Obl MeHS XKfajla y4acTh.

IIa, TOJIBKO PO COJIAAT CKEJIeTOB JTydIlle ITPoMoT4yaTh. CKeeTH IMPOAOJIKAOT TEPPOPU3UPOBATh
TOpOJI, HO IIPU 3TOM 00XOIATCS MUHUMAIbHBIM KOJIMYECTBOM Pa3pPYIIeHNU, @ MUPHBIM XKUTEJIIM
B0OOIlle HUYET0 He yrpoxKaer.

OO6OpOTHYU CHIEOST 3a TOPOMIOM, TaK UTO MPOTUBHUKY HE CMOTYT faxe OJIM3K0 MOJOUTH K IOMY
9neopkl. Temeps 0CTANIOCh TIOTOBOPUTE C UMIIEPATOPOM.

4 paccka3 eMy IpaBfy, UTO HaC UHTEPECYET TOIHKO TPOH UMIIEPATOPA, a He ero NU4Has KU3Hb, HO
OTIaBaTh ero BojbIlleBUKaM MHE TOYHO He X04YeTCs.

YOouBUTENBHO, HO DI TOJIBKO IOHMMAOILE KUBHYII.



— 4 monro He MOT MOHATE, ImoyemMy BrI Tak YMHEI, HO TE€IIEPHL BCE CXOOUTHCA.

— W3BUHUTE, IPUXOIUIIOCH CKPHIBATH CBOE HACTOSIIEE JIUIIO.

MMmepaTop mIPOCTO paccKasall, YTO KMEeHHO CITyYHJIoCh BO ABopIle. Cpasy mocie Toro, Kak Jieopa u
TIOAICTaBHOM 51 IOKWHYJIA TOPOJ, BO ABOPIIe Hayanach Hepa3bepuxa.

— MeHS TOTBITATUCh SKOOBI OTPAaBUTL, TAK YTO 4 BPEMEHHO IIeépeexall B BOCTOYHYIO 68.IJ.IHIO, HO, KaK
0Ka3aJIoCh, 3TO TOXKE YaCTh IIJlaHa MOek CECTPHI 1 €T0 HOBOT'O MyXKad.

Ona nogMeHHUIa CTPaXKHUKOB, BBE[s apMUi0 BolbIeBUKOB B UMIIEpaTOPCKUM ABopel. OHuU
CKPBIBAJIKCh ¥ BCEX Ha BU[y, HO IIPU 3TOM HUKTO He IIOHKUMaJI, I'7ie OHU. 3alepThiil UMIIEpaTOp HUYETO
He 3HaJl U He MOT IIPOTHBOAENCTBOBATh CBOEH CECTPe UM ee IOAPYYHEIM.

B 3TOT MOMEHT BEph MO KOMHATHL OTKPHLIIACh, [Tapkep IprHEC IJI0XKUE BECTH.

— Ilo ropony mBUTaeTCs rpyIna JTOHen.

[Tony4as nHGOPMAIIHIO OT CKeleToB, [lapkep Jerko MoxkeT 3aMeTHTh JTI00ble CTPaHHbIe
nepenBuxkeHusi. Takass HHGOPMALMOHHAS CUCTEMa IT03BOJISIeT BECTH CPaXKeHUST Ha HOBOM YPOBHe.

Bupumo BombInieBUKY 3aMETHITH MTPOTIaXKy UMIIepaTopa.

— B03MOXKHO 11, YTO 3TO OOBIYHEIE TOpoOZXKaHe MBITal0TCA IIOKUHYTH ropon?

— l"pyrma ugeT 6e3 Belllel, HeT TeJleT Uin CKap6a, Y HUX €CTh TOYHAs IeJib, U IBUT'AIOTCA OHU B
CTOPORHY Harei 0asHl. BOOpy}KeHHBIe JIIOOYW TOYHO HE IIBITAIOTCA IIOKUHYTE T'OPOA.

BoT Kak. 3HaYXUT OHU PELININ HalacTh Ha Hac MPSIMO B IIEeHTPe ropofa.

— He Y6HBafITe HX IIPEeABOOUTETISA, MHE X0UEeTCA OOIIPOCUTL €TI0 U Y3HATh BCE€, YTO U3BECTHO.
OcTanpHBIX IIYCTUTE B PACXOM.

OHY TBITAIOTCST YCTPOUTH ITEPEBOPOT B UMIIEPCKOU CTOJUIIE, @ [JIs1 3TOTO YBEJIU IyYIlIero reHepana
CTPaHBI HA CeBEP Pafiy 3aLIUTH OOHOT'0 apUCTOKpaTa.

— OOOpOTHY ITyCKal MPUTOTOBATCS K 3alllUTe OMa, a COJIAAT CTATHBal O/uxke K HaM, TakK, YTOOH ¥
TPOTHUBHUKA HE OCTAJIOCh IYTEH K OTCTYIIEHHUIO.

Yepe3 HECKOIBKO MUHYT OTPSII MPOTUBHUKOB IIOSIBUJICS OKOJIO HAIIero 0COOHSIKA, HO MM He yIanoch
maxe BIIOMUTHCS. KaXkmoro 3 HUX UCTEP3aiu 000POTHU MJTH TOYHBIM BHICTPENIOM YOUIIH CHaUIepa,



OCTaBUB MHE TOJIBKO O(DUIIEPOB.

— OduiepoB B KOMHATY Ha [OIpPOC.

— Kanwurtasn, oHu...

Korpga st mopoitien, Bce oduiiepsl OBIIM MEPTBH], HO YMEP/IN OHU He OT HaIlIMX PyK. [leHa 0KoJIo pTa,
...

— YepT, oHU oTHpaBUIU caMu cebs... UYTo xKe 3a HeBe3eHHe.

— Baugr, K oMy ufeT KTo-TO elle.

— Otpsap npoTuBHUKA? — crupocun s y [lapkepa.

— Her, oiiH 4e0BeK C ME4YOM, WTHOPUPYET CKEJIETOB.

— Xopo1110, s BCTPeYyCh C HUM CaM.

KTo Takoi 0TBaKHBIY PEIIN BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOU JIMYHO?

Ha ynuity cBepHyI MOJIOAOU My2K4YHHA, €My OKOJIO COPOKa JIET, JOPOr0M KOCTIOM, HO KpOMe
HarpyoHWKA HET HUKaKoM OpoHM, KOBOOMCKas LUIsAa U cabys OJIs Ty3JIu.

— JoOpriit Beuep, Bel Begs Bauar?

4 maxe He CTaJ MMpeBpaAIaThCs 00PATHO B YEJIOBEKA, a BHIIIE] TIOTOBOPUTE C HUM B 00JTUKE
000POTHS.

— Ia, Ber uTo-TO XO0TEIN?

— Mens 30ByT [xunbaku, s mapTHep Mao. Ml ¢ HUM HECKOJIBKO [IHEM Ha3af TOBOPUII O TOPTOBHIX
fenax B ropofe U 00CykKaaau Koe-4To BaKHOe.

— Ceiiuac He ny4iree BpeMsi, 4TOOb TOBOPUTH 0 TOprosie! Yro Brl xoTuTe?

MEI 0KUlaeM aTaky OT Bpara WM Jazke HaCTOSIIYIO BOMHY 3a FOpPOf, TaK YTO TOBOPUTD Celyac 0
TOPTOBJIE MHE He X0TeJI0Ch. Mao He AypakK, TakK YTO 9TOT YEeJIOBEK MOJIKEH TOHUMATh IIPOUCXOTSIIEE,
HO YTO UMEHHO eMy HyXKHO?



HeO6XOI[I/IMO 6y;1eT IIpenynpenuThb Mao, YTOOBI HE CIIHUIIKOM JOroBapuBajIiCA O TOProsjie C MOUM
Y4aCTHeM, He X04UeTCHd JIE3Th B 3TOT Ou3Hec BO BpeMsi BOMHEI 3a CTpaHy.

— YBuU[IEB IOIHBINM TOPOJT CKEJIETOB, S IMTOHSJI, YTO 3TO Ta caMasi OMTBa 3a UMIIEPATOPCKUM IBOPEI], O
KOTOPO# JaBHO XOOWIIH CITYXH.

Xopol110, 0 TAaKUX CIyXax s TOXKe CJIbIIajl, MHOTHME apUCTOKPATHl Hayau IIOHUMaTh, YTO BoJIbIIeBUKY
He TaK IIPOCTO 3aTesNId 3Ty CBafib0y.

— Torma 51 BCIIOMHIJI OIHY MaJIeHbKYIO Belllb. [1e10 B TOM, UTO S 3aHKMAal0Ch CKYIIKOM HOPOTUX
YKpallleHuH, ¥ Tapy JHe# Ha3a[ MpuHIlecca [Juiabep MprHeca MHe KOPOOOUYKY CO CBOMMMU
IPAroeHHOCTSIMH.

— 3auem?

[TpuHIlECCa He MOJIXKHA HYKOAThCS B PUHAHCAX, KAK MUHMMYM OHa BCErha MOXKEeT IIOMPOCUTh y OpaTa
IUISI CBOMX HeJl UJIK [laXkKe CaMOJIMYHO B3STh NEeHBI'M U3 Ka3HEL. XOTs caM (QakKT IMOKUCKa
MOIOTHUTEIILHLIX CPEMICTB MOIKEeH HaCTOPaXKUBATh.

— Korpa s ckasan elf, 4To MHe OTpedyeT 6osbioe BpeMs [Jisi cOopa CyMMBI, OHa COTJIaCHIIACh
IIPOMATh YKPAIIeHHUs 3a Te NeHbI'H, YTO Y MEeHs eCTh, U, 10 (GaKTy, OTHaja KX 3a TPETh OT PeasbHOM
CTOHUMOCTH.

— OHa 04YeHb 6BICTpO HCKaJla OeHbI'H...

3HauuT BomnbIeBUKY yKe MOKUHYTH Topol. Eciu mpuHIiecca IeITanach ORICTPO HAUTH OEHBITH, OHU
cobupanuch 0exaTh U3 ropofa, Kok yOuTsk 6paTa He nomyuntcs. OHU BCe TIOHUMAJIH, a TIOTOMY
3apaHee TOTOBUJIUCH K OTCTYIIJIEHHUIO B CIydae ITpoBasa.

4 mobrmaromapui TOProBIia U BHENINUII €My HECKOIbKO CKEJIETOB IJISl OXPaHHI, BCE K€ XOIUTh 110
TOpOAY B OOWHOYKY He JTydllas unes.

— ITapkep, TH MOXKelb yOPaTh YaCTh CKEJIETOB?

— Mory, HO KaKOH B 3TOM CMBICTT?

— ¢ x04y MO3BOJIUTH HAIIMM TPOTUBHUKAM CBOOOMIHO ITepeMeIaThCs 1o TOPony. borbinoe
KOJINYECTBO CKEJIeTOB Ha TOPOMICKHX YIIHI[AaX TOILKO MEIIaeT UX IJIaHaM.

Ecnu BonbllleBUKY OKHUHYIIH TOPO, 3HAYUT OHH [IOJIXKHEI Y2K€ BePHYThHCS Ha CBOIO TEPPUTOPHIO.
Celtyac HyKHO UCKaTh IPUHIIECCY, & TEPPOPU3UPOBATL TOPOJ y2Ke OECCMEBICIIEHHO.



BBI6paB CaMoOro 6I:>ICTp01"O 060p0TH${, 51 HalliCall IIMCbMO SHeope " OTIIPABHUII €TI0 9Yepe3 HaJeXKHOIr o
Kyphbepa. Tenepb OHa OOJIZKHA ITOHMMATh, YTO IIPOTUBHUKHU MOTYT OBITD roe-TO psAgoM.

B 3aBHCUMOCTHU OT CHUTyallu{ TaM, Ha CeBepe, BO3MOXKHO CTOUT 3abpaTh BCEX HAIIMX JTIOfeH U
BEPHYTHLCS 00paTHO. 3eM/IH 3eMJIIMHU, HO XKU3Hb BaXkKHee.

Cob6paB Bcex 060pOoTHEH BO OBOPE, 51 BHOBb HadaJsl OTJaBaTh MPHUKa3kl. Kak TOIBKO HACTYIIUT JIeHb,
TIepeiBUTaTLCS 10 TOPoAy OymeT CI0XKHO.

— Ceiiuac Hallla 3afjaya - OXPAHSITh UMIIepPATOPa U HAWTH BCEX MpemaTesiel, Ho, T0X0XKe, YTO
T7IaBHBIE TPOTUBHUKY YK€ IMTOKUHYIU TOPO]I.

— EcTp KanuTax!

¢4 He 3Ha10, YyTO 3amyMaina [Iunbep, a MOTOMY He MOTY IIPUHUMATh Celdac MpaBUJIbHbIE PEIIeHMS,
eCJy He 3Halo, C YeM BOeBaTh.
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