Pyka HacmemHOTro nMpuHIla, KOTOpas riafua Iadyllylo MaTh, 3aCThljla Ha criuHe. MMnepaTpuila
TaKXXe 3aCThl/la ¥ MeAJIEHHO MOBEePHYIach K MMnepaTopy. Bce ocTanmbHBEIE CMOTPENH C Y2KACOM,
HamoNHAs aTMochepy. MMnepaTpulia He TOPONKUIach OTIYCTUTH LI3uH M1i0 u BCTaTh, BCE BpeMs
risans Ha MMvmepaTtopa. MMmepaTop, B CBOIO o4epenb, CMOTPEIT Ha Hee Bce Oojee u 6oee
HEIPUSATHHIM B3TTISO0M.

"THI... ThI BoOOIIE YemoBek?" MMIepaTpulia CIIPOCHIIa C JPOXKAIIAM I'0JI0COM, KaK OHa Me[IJIeHHO
TIOTHSIIa TPOKAIIYI0 PYKY, YTOOH IIOKA3aTh MPSIMO Ha UMIIEPATopa.

"Yro 3To 3HAuuT?!" UMnepaTtop copBascs Ha Hee. Bpauu nmouuiu K [IpuHIly 3a CIMHON
WmnepaTpuilsl, 4To6bI COITPOBOUTE €TI0 U3 30HBI BOEHHEIX NENCTBUM U JIEUUTh UMEIOLUIUECS Y HETO
PaHHL.

"9t0 Bai chiH! TBOM eIMHCTBEHHBIN ChIH!" MIepaTpulla 3aKpuyaia, He OTNISAkBasICh Ha3af, Ha TO,
roe HacJeOHbIM IPUHI] paHee CTOSI Ha KONeHsaX. "Kak Thl MOXKeIllb He pacCTpanuBaThCs, YTO OH
OIIYCTHJICS [0 TAKOTO COCTOSTHUS?! [laxke eCyI Thl MPEOIOYNTaeIlb, YTOOL OH OBII CBIHOM 3TOM CYKH,
OH BCe PaBHO HaCJIemHBIM MPuHI! Kak TEHl MOXKeIlbh He XKaJIeTh HY Kalljaxd 3a00TH 0 COOCTBEHHOMH
IIJIOTH ¥ KpoBu?!"

"KT0 cKa3an, 4To MHe 1eBaTh! {1 mpocTo roBopio Tebe m03ab0TUTHCS 0 CBOEl BHemHOCTH! Kak 3To
BTSIHYJIO MEHS B TO, 4TO s He 3a604yCch 0 cOOCTBeHHOM ChIiHEe?!" MMIlepaTop 3akpuyai B OTBET.

"TlocMOTpH, KaK THl HETOPOILJIMBO XONMIIE CIofa, KakK OyATo TH Ha mporyinke! MoxeT, TebGe Bce paBHO,
HO OH MO¥ CHIH! { MecsillaMu HOCHJa eT0 BHYTpU ce6si, Kak MHe MOXKeT ObITh Bce paBHO?! Eciu MHe
Maxe HaIJIeBaTh Ha COOCTBEHHOTO ChIHA, KaK MHE MaTh KOPOJeBCTBa?!"

"4 BCe ellle UMIIEPATOP, TOPOIIUTHCS CIOfa, KaK Tk, HEIPUTIIgHO!"

WmnepaTpuila BEITyCTUIIA TPUIIAAOK IIepe] TeM, KakK pa306IayuTh IyCToM cMeX. "OTOo 51, 3TO BCeraa
. f1 moHsn. TO ellle OOHO ONpaBAaHue. T XOUelllb UCII0Ib30BaTh 9T0, YTOOH JONIPOCUTH MEHS U
3aMeHUTHh 3Tou cykou! Hy, 1 He m03BOJII0 9TOMY CIy4uThCsA! ITa 4epToBa LIIXa, KTO 3HAET, 4YTO OHA
cIefiaeT C MOUM CHIHOM, KaK TOJIBKO 3auMeT Moe MecTo?! i Tebe He no3somo! 4 He mo3Boo Tebe!"

"YTo 3a 4yIIh TH Hecellb?! I mpocTo roBopio Tebe, YTOOH THl COUMHUI Ce0s1, 3aYeM THI BHITUBAEIITh
Bechb 3TOT Mycop?! M He 3BoHU Tak L[31011310-9py! Kpuum Kak cyMacieqnias, IogyMai O CBOEM
obpa3ze! ITomymaii 06 o6pa3e cBoero chiHa! U o HameM 1apctBe! I1I0TOPOMKCh U COYUHUCH!"
WmmepaTop IeKHYT pyKaBaMy ¥ MTOfall 3HaK HEKOTOPHIM BpadaM M CTpaxaM, YTOOH OHU
mo3aboTunuck 00 Mmeparpuiie.

Bce oHM cMOTpenu Ha CBOe JIUII0, KaK OyATO UM I'po3ujia CMePTh, ¥ MHOTOKPATHO HU3KUMHU T'0JI0CAaMHU
M3BHHSJIUCH, KOTHA OTTaCKKBaIu MMnepaTpuily ¥ BbIIMBaIU OYTHIIKY C 1€KApPCTBOM B €€ MalllyIIui
poT. MMmeparpulia ymana B 00MOPOK €ellle 0 TOTO, KaK [oIlljia 0 Kpas ClieHHl, 1 Oblla yBledeHa, Tak
IeIUKATHO, KaK TOJIbKO MOXKHO OBIJIO YHECTH KOT'0-TO IIPOYh. MIMIIEpaTop CTOSIT TaM KHUIISITOK, ero
PYKH CXKaJUCh B KyJIaKK U MOKpacHenu. 13un Mo mocMoTpesn MeXay ero pOOUTesIMH, He 3Hasl, 4TO
OH MIOJIXKEH Je/IaTh.



I'maza [Isxp TAHBIION TOCTIENOBaIN 3a CBUTOU, HECS UMIIepaTPULy. "ITO TAKeJble HOKayTUPYIIIUe
HApKOTUKM, UHTEPECHO, ECTh TN Y HUX obouyHble adpdekTh? Hy, 3T0 HUKOTIa HE CPABHUTCS C
nekapctBamu JIyo IIly." OHa mpoienTtana, YTOOb TOIBKO ABOE M3 HUX MOTJIM CITBIIIATh.

Ponr 1I3s1Hb HaKJIOHUJIACH U TIPOIIENTala ei Ha yXo. "TsaHbep 6ecrokouTcs o0 uMmepaTpuie?”

"Kak xXeHIuHa, fa. Ho Hu4ero kpome 3toro. & He CBSITOM, U TIOMOTATh eH B 3TOW CUTYAIUH CITUIIKOM
TpynHO". [II3Hp TAHBIO OTBEPHYII €€ JIULIO, e€ JIUI0 6eCCTPACTHO, KAaK OHa CMECTH/IA 3PeHUE Ha CLEHY
CHOBa.

WMmepaTop COUMHUIT JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH TOBOPUTE. OH MOTHSIT PYKH, MHITAsCh CUTHAIM3UPOBATH O
BHUMAaHUH, XOTSI B 9TOM He ObII0 HEOOXOOUMOCTH, TaK KaK BCe BHMMaHUe yxke OblIo Ha HeM. Ha aToT
pa3 IlIsub TSIHBIRI0 OBIIO JOCTATOYHO IPEOYIPekKAEHUS U IOCIENIN HallPaBUTh CBOIO TYXOBHYIO
CHUJTY, 4TOOBI 3aKPHITh YIIIH, YTOOR BHYTPEHHSS YacTh He Obljla TIOBpeXaeHa.

"Bee! Ilpomty npoieHus 3a HEMPUTIAAHOE IToBefeHne. MiMnepaTpuila 4yBCTBOBaja ce0s MI0X0, U ee
TEMIIepPaMeHT IIPOCTO BCILIXHYI." FIMIlepaTop rOBOPUJT YMUPOTBOPSIOIIKE CIIOBa, YTOOH! JIIOON HE
0eCIOKOUIUCEH 0 MEXK0YCo0HUIaX KOPOJIEBCKON YeThl. XOTs [ JII060T0, ¥ KOTO eCTh MO3T, OBIIIO
O0YEeBHUIHO, UTO C KOPOJIEBCKOU mapou LI3uH-113e mea ugyT He 0YeHb XOPOIIo, HO HUKTO He
OCMEJIUJICS ONIPOBEPTHYTH ero cjoBa. lIIaus TsaHio u PoHT L[3gHb ObLIM CIUIIKOM JIEHUBEL X HE XOTENH
IIPUBJIEKATh HEHYXKHOTO BHUMaHMs, II03TOMY OHU TaKXKe IIPUHSJIN ero CJI0Ba Ha I0BEPXHOCTh BMECTE
CO BCEMU OCTaIbHLIMU.

JTto Muxsnus u 1[3un Vo mpoBoKanu Cco CLeHH, ITOCIeqHS S He MOTJIa CKPBITh CBOMX 3MOIIUH, €T0
JIALIO IIePEeKPYYUBaIOCh C pa3HBIMU sMonusAMU. [Ioce cBoel MajleHbKOU PeYy UMIIepPaTop BEePHYJICS
Ha KOpOJIEBCKHE MecTa OfUH. yBUaeB 970, [II3Hb TAHBI310M paciiupuia CBOU fUana30H CIyxa,
BKJIIOYMB B HEr0 KOPOJIEBCKHUE MECTa, KeJlaHWe CNIyLIaTh COUHBIE CIJIETHY, HalMCAHHBIE B YXMBIJIKE
ee ry0.

Omnako PoHr LI3siHb He MOTJIa CUAETh U CAyIIaTh. YTOOB 3aCTaBUTH NIIOAEHN 3a0bITh 0 GUTBE TOIHKO
4yTO, ero 00 OBLI IIEPEHEeCeH BBEPX, C OepexeHreM rpadrka. XOpoIo, YTO OH B3I ¢ COO0H
opyXwue, maxe ecju 3To OB He ero AeHb. C APyroi CTOPOHHI, ero MPOTUBHUKY He TakK moBe3y10. Ero
IIPOTUBHUK [I0JI2KEH OBIJT TOMTHU 3a CBOMM OPYKMEM 0 Hadaja 0051, CMyIIIeHHO ITPOCs BPeMs. Tak KakK
MaTy OB TIepeHeceH paHbIle BpeMeHu, Mactep 1lepeMOHUI OTIIYCTHIT €T0 CXBATUTh OPYXKHUeE.

YcranoBka mysg yuacTHUKOB Cu Ly Oninta 6071ee UM MeHee 1oxX0xKa Ha To, 4To LI3uH 1u
HaMepeBascs cuenaTh. MiX HaclIemHBIN IPUHII OBUT Ha IEPBOM MeCTe, 3a HUM II0CJIeIOBaJId BCE
oCTajbHBIE TI0 cujie. HecMOTpst Ha TO, 4TO HaciemHbM npuHIll Cu Ly BeIrsgmen poOKUM, OH He CMOT
OBl 3aMTH TaK [laJieKo Ha TYpHUpPe, ecnu Obl y HET'O BOOOIIEe He OBIJIO TalaHTOB.

"BoT Kak THl o6pamiaelbcs ¢ Aup-Opom?" MMmneparpuiia Cu Llu cupocuia B 6eCCTPacTHOM TOHE, TaK
KakK OHa CMOTpeJia IpsAMO, He CKYIUBIIUChH Ha uMneparopa L[3uH Ll3e maxe B3rasaaoM, Korga OH
capfuics.



"Hy... aTo0 OBL0..." IMIIEpaTop ¢ TPyooM OOBSICHS Iepef JTUI[OM pa3rHEBaHHOM UMIIepaTPUIIH U3
APYroro KOposieBCTBa.

"L3uH Jlanp". UMnepaTtpuna Cu Llu mpssMo Ha3Baja ero uMs. "ITo OBIJIO He TO, YTO TH o0emart,
Korfia s moMmoraji Tebe yxaxkuBaTh 3a AHb-OpoM." OHa IpoCcTpenuia eMy JeAssHOU O0KOBOM B3TJIAL,
Ipexfe 4YeM CHOBa BEPHYTh BHUMaHUe Iepen CoO0H.
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