[urropu u gpyrue gaBHo octaBunu Paccy, ®anny, [IxKelH 1 Minagmux geted. OQHaKO OHU TaKXKe
moTepsany Kpojaruka. OHU OTIMYHO CIPABIISANNUCH, IOYTH MOUMaHX €ro, IOTOM OH HEOXUOaHHO
YKJIOHUJICSI Ha OOJIBIIION CKOPOCTH Ha ceBep, U [[2KeiMC, KOTOPHIH ObIT TPSIMO 3@ HUM, ITOCKOIL3HYJIICS
Ha PHIXJION I'PSI3U U 3aCKOJIb3HYII B AITONHBIM KycT. Ha HeM OblI0 MHOTO STOQHOTO COKa, HO He OBII0
0e10ro KpoJinKa, 0 KOTOPOM MOXKHO OBITIO ObI TOBOPUTh.

ManpurKy HaIIPABUIKCh Ha CeBEep, PEIINB HAWTH KPOJIMKA, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHM J06PaKUCh I0
TPaHUIIb, KOTOpas Obljla 4eTKo 0003HaueHa NepPeBeHCKUMHU XKUTEISIMHU [IBETHEIMU JIEHTaMHU, Kak
KOHeI] TOM YaCTH Jieca, B KOTOPOM OeTSM pal3peluiid UrpaTh. 3a TUHUEHN IPaHulbl 3BEpU
CTQHOBUJIKCH OOJIbIIIE, & JINCTBA CTAHOBUJIACH IIJIOTHEE, 3T0, 6€3YCIIOBHO, YCIIOXKHSAIIO CllacaTeIbHYIO
oTieparluio.

"MoxeT OBITh, HaM CTOUT IIPOCTO IIOBEPHYTh Ha3aj, - B3MOXHYI OAWH M3 MaJlbYuKOB, - KpoMe ToOrO,
IIxe¥H Obl7Ia paHEeHa, MBI JOJIXKHEI IIOMTH ITOCMOTPETh, YTO C Hel BCe B IMOpsake".

"Koro Bonuyert JIxKeuH?" - CKa3al Opyrou.

"Kak gymaemis, yto Jurc?" cmpocun [Ixxeumc.

[urropy Ha MTHOBEHHeE IIOyMaJl, a 3aTeM yKa3aJjl Ha 3amaf: "[laBail moKa IONAEM 10 TOX JIMHUU
TPaAHUIIBI, €C/IM HUUYETO He HalJleM, TO BEPHEMCS B IEPEBHIO".

PebsiTa COTTAaCUIIUCh ¥ OTIIPABUIIUCH. [IUTTOPY OB pa3mpaxeH. Eciu Gl He GBITIO KPOTIUKA, eMy
IPHIIIOCH OB TOMOXKOATE 10 CJIEAYIOIEro pa3a, YToOk IPOSBUTEL cebs ydiie, ueM Pacca.

PebsiTa KaKkoe-TO BpeMs IIJIX BAOJIb TPAHUIIH, TI0KA He NOCTUTJIM Kpas TOT0, UTO Ka3aJioCh JIYTOM,
TIOJIHBIM ITI0JIeBHIX 11BeTOB. OHU caesany HeOobIIyio May3y, Korfa 3aMeTU/IN MHOXKECTBO KPOJIUKOB
cpenu nyra.

"Kakasi pa3HuIla, IofMaeM JIM MBI CHadaja Opyroro Kponuka?" [[:KeWMC CIIPOCHUII C YIIbIOKOM Ha
TULe.

"Hy, urpa momxHa Gblza IOAMaTh 6€7I0T0", yKa3all Apyroyd MalbuuK.

"91, cMoTpuTe!" - mMUIHYN Apyrou: "Box TaM, 310 He Pacca?"

ManpurKy CMOTPEIH, KaK ellle OOMH MajTbuyiK, KOTOPHIN NedCTBUTEIbHO OBl Pacca, MeyieHHO
I10J13aJ1 IT0 KUCTHU Ha JajlbHEX CTOPOHE JIyra. [Iurropu HaxMypuJjCs Ha HEro, a 3aTeM 3aMeTHUI, K ero
yIouBIIeHUI0, OGellblil KPOIKMK efiBa JIU iBa MeTpa nepep Pacca.

"Kynuk!" o umenu [Iurropu.



Pacca mocMoTpesn BBepX, KakK U BCe KPOIUKH. [Ipou3oiina MrHOBEHHAS Iay3a mepef TeM, Kak
MHOKECTBO KPOJIMKOB YCTPEMHUJIOCH C JIyTa ¥ CHOBA B JIeC, B TOM 4ucje u Oesblit. Pacca MPHITHYT K
€ro HoraM, M4ach 3a 0eJIbIM KPOIMKOM. [IUTTOpH, He B HACTPOEHUH OLITh MTOOUTHIM, OPOCHIICS
CJIemoBaTh 3a HUM. [[Ba MaJbuMKa COIITUCH Ha KPOJIKMKE, KOTMIa OH HAMTPABUJIICS [aJIbIle Ha CeBep...
IPSIMO 3a JIMHUIO TPAHUITHL.

Manb4yuKH, II0X0XKe, He 3aMEeTUIIH, BPE3ABIINCE B IE€PEBBA II0CIIE KPOJIKLKA.

"Pacca!"

"Koman!"

3BOHKM OPYTHX AeTel He ObIIN YCIIBIIIaHb, II0Ka Mambyuky Oeranu Buepen. Y Pacca Gwiio
IIPEUMYIIeCTBO, ¥ OH OBIJ IIOYTH Ha BEepIUIMHE KPOJIMKA, Korfa [Jurropu BHe3amHo OpoCuics BIepesn u
B3s17ICST 3a HOTH Pacca. Pacca ymas Ha 3eMJTi0 BIiepef, IIPOCTO IIPOIMYyCTUB KPOJIuKa, KOTHa OH
Opocurcs BIepe[, 4 B Mellepy, KOTOPYIO MaTbYUKU He 3aMETHIIH.

"3auem TH 3TO coenan?" cupocun Pacca.

[urropu HaxMypuJscs: "3adeM ThI 3TO caesan? f CIoTKHyICcA".

Pacca HaxMypu7sics B OTBET, He TIOBEPUB, HO OH BCTAJI U MPOTJIOTUI ce0s, a TOTOM ITOCMOTPE, Kyna
1cue3 KPOJTHK.

"Hurc?" cipocun Paccy, kKak oH 3abpasicsi B TEMHBINA POT melnepsl. Ka3amock, 4TO OH MIPOTIOTHIT
mo60¥ CBeT, BOILIEOIINI B TEIepy, OHU eBa BUIeNIN MEeTP BHYTPH: "3mech Bcerna Onlna mermepa?".

"Kakas pa3HHIla, KTO-TO OOJIXKEH IMOUTHU U 3abpaTh 9TOT0 KPONKKa'", - cKa3as [Jurropu, Tisias Ha
Iemiepy ¢ TPEBOTOM.

"MEI IpoLy TPaHully, MbI JOJIZKHEL BEPHYTHCS, - CKa3asl Pacca, - UIrpa 3aKOHYUTCS, KOTIa KPOJIUK
IPOMAET rpaHULly, TOMHHULIBL?"

"Ho oH mpsiMo TaMm, THl TOXKe BUAEN, KaK OH ucyes!" [lurropu Bopyasn: "MHI efBa IIpeofoiesnu
rpaHully, CMOTPHUTE, BHL BCe ellle BUAUTe Kpau iyra!"

Pacca feliCTBUTEIFHO MOT BUIETh Kpay Jyra, Ife Opyrue geTu 6e3pOrnoTHO KOaju.

"Pacca!"



"Komatite!"

OHu 3BOHUIH, OECITOKOSICh O CBOUX OPY3bSX.

"ITaBaii, oY ¥ BO3BMHU KPONHUKA", - CKa3as [[urropu.

"Ho urpa..."

"Yro, TeI OoUIIbCA?" CIIPOCUTT [TUTTOPH.

Pacca Haxmypurcs: "[logemy TH Tak cebs Befeb? Thl HUKOTTIA He Oblla Takou".

"Bectu cebs kak 4T0?" cipocun [Jurropu: "[IpocTo uau u BO3bMHU KpOJKKa, Pacca, 3To He CIOXKHO".

"Torma moyemy THL 9TOTO He fenaelns?" crpocun Pacca.

"Moti oTel - pHIIlapk. S He 00513aH UATH, €CTU He X04y", - HAAMEHHO 3asiBUJI [IUTTOPH.

Pacca mokauas rojoBo#, 9To GblyIa camMast Hejlenasi OTTOBOPKa, KOTOPYIO OH CIIBIIIAT [0 CUX IOop. YTo-
TO OBIJIO HE TAK, ¥ B TOM COCTOSIHHH, B KOTOPOM HaxXoOuics [IUrropH, OBII0 Majio MIaHCoB, 4To Pacca
CMOXKET PACCyXaaTh C HUM.

"Otnuuno, Jurropy, - B3noxHyn Pacca, - 1 BO3bMy KPOJIMKa, ¥ MBI BCE BMECTE CMOXK€EM BEPHYTHCS B
OEepeBHI0".

Pacca He moXkmascs OTBeTa, IIOBEPHYJICS ¥ HAIIPABUJICS K BXOMY B MEIIepy.

[lurropu He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO Pacca Ha camMoM fejie 9TO caenan. He npu3HaBasch B 3TOM, [ITUrropu
Takxe ObUI YBEpeH, YTO paHbllle 37[eCh He ObIIO meliephl. HUKTO 13 OXOTHUKOB HUKOTA He COoO0IIan
0 TOM, 4YTO BUAEN 3[eCh Mellepy, ¥ ecinu OBl OHa CYIIeCTBOBAJA, BPSM U OHU OBl ITOCTABUIIK TPAHULY
Tak OM3K0 K Hel. TeMm He MeHee, [IUTTOPH He BhICKA3ascs, Korga Pacca nmpubnusuncs K memepe. OH
Ha MCHOBEHME OCTaHOBHUJICA 3a ee IIpefesiaMy, a 3aTeM Bollesl. BrlpaxxeHue [JUTTOpU CTaio
MpauHbeIM. OH BoOOIIe He MOT BUAETh Paccy.

"Pacca?" cripocun [Iurropu, HadyaB 2KaJjeTb 0 TOM, UYTO OH OTBaxKucCs. [locnegHee, 4ero OH XOTel, 3TO
4yTOOBI €T0 APYT IOCTPaall.

OTBeTa He I0CIemoBalo.

BuyTpu memepsl Pacca Hu4Yero He Bupesl, oHa Oblna yepHou. OH 4yBCTBOBaAJ ce0sl BOOJIb CTEHH,
IIBITAsICh YCIIOKOUTH ABIXaHKE, KOTHa CTpax Hadajl BHUKATh B IOHOIIY. Pacca mpolen He fanblie



IecsaTy MeTPOB, KOTia IT0YYBCTBOBAJI UTO-TO MATKOE U IMYIINCTOE y CBOUX HOT. MeIeHHO
COTHYBIINCH, Pacca mouyBCTBOBAJI CYyIIECTBO ¥ €T0 HOT. MaleHbKUH, MYIIUCTHIN, C BYMS JINHHBIMU
ymamu. Kpomnuk!

Ho 4dTo-TO0 GOBIJIO SIBHO He TaK. Kakoil UKu KPOJIUK B 3IpaBOM yMe cupell Ol U KfaJl, KoTga ero
3abepyT? Pacca mogHsn ero pykKaMu, HO Tak Xke, KaK ¥ OH, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI UTO-TO MOKPOE U JIUIIKOE
nox HUM. Pacca cuenan may3y, 3aTeM o4eHb Me[IJIEHHO IOIHSIT MOKPhIe TasIbIIbl, YTOOH IIOHIOXATh UX.

[Taxyi0 MeTaINYECKOM... KPOBBIO. ['Ty0OKMY IPOXOT HAPYIIWII XKYTKYIO TUIIMHY Neniepsl, 1 Pacca
BEICTPeNIUT eMy B Hord. O3H00 IOJoIIeN K ero T03BOHOYHUKY. [ToBepHYyBIIUCH, Pacca 6pocusnics K
BEIXOMY U3 IIEeIIephl, 0llacasiCh, YTO eT0 CyLIeCTBO OyaeT 0XBaueHo.

OH CIIOTKHYJICS ¥ IIoIlapara KOJeHo, JIOKTH, a 3aTeM CHOBa OPOCHUIICS K HOTaM U 1oGexarl K BXO[y.

TonBKO OH He MOT BUIETh BXOH. ITO OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO, €My OBIJIO BCET0 ABAAIIATH IIar0B BHYTPHU
nenlepsl. Bopyr Pacca HaTKHYJICS Ha KaKOW-TO Oaphep, ¥ OH OTCKOYMI 00paTHO Ha 3€MJII0, a 3aTEM B
TaHWKe TOCMOTpen BBepX. OH CHOBa HAKJIOHUIICS BIIEpe], IIOJI0XKKUB PYKYy Ha 6Gapbep. ThMa
BCKOJIBIXHYJIACh TaM, I'ie OH K Hel MMPUKOCHYJICS, HO Hu4Yero Oojbire. Pacca 3agbrxancs.

"O HeT", - cKynui oH, - "HeT, HeT, HeT!"

OH cTosy, cTy4ach KynadykaMu o Oapnep.

"BrimycTtute MeHa!" - 3akpuuar oH, "Brinyctute MeHa! KnsHyCh, 1 He BEpHYCh, BEIIyCTUTE MeHs!"

[To3agu HEro 9X0M IpO3ByYasa IIyboKas TeMHasl yCMeIIKa.

CHapy}KI/I IIeleprl TOXKe OBIIIO CIIBIIITHO TEMHOE CMEXO0TBOPEHHE. HI/II'TOpI/I OTCTYIIUJI HAa34[,
NCIIYyT'aBIINUCE.

YTO OH HATBOPHUI?

"Pacca!" - 3akpuy4ain OH.

TeMa y BXxofa B Ielepy, Ka3aioch, IyIbCUPOBalia U ABUTranach, 4 rina3a [[Urropu pacuiipuiuch,
n n
Pacca!

Ou mo6exkan K BXOAY B Ielllepy, HO OTCKOYHUII OT ThMHBI. UYTo mpoucxoauno? OH HU MUHYTOM paHbIIle
He BUpel, Kak Pacca ucyes3 u3HyTpH. [JUTTOPHU CTOSJI, a TIOTOM CTydaJ 10 Oapbepy.

"Pacca!"



BhIn cribllileH KpUK GuHTA, ¥ [JUrTOpu chesan may3y, YTOOb TOCTyIIaTh.

"Le...me...ut!"

910 OBIN parMeHT, HO [JUTTOPH MOT CKa3aTh, 4YTO 3TO OblI Pacca.

"Pacca?! Tl B nopsigke? f He Mory nomnacTh BHYTpb!"

"Le...e...ut!"

"¢l me mory, Tam ectb Oaprep, Pacca!"

[urropu mocMoTpes Ha MaHWYeCKylo Ps0b Ha Oapbepe, M KaKUM-TO 00pa30M y3HaJs, YTO 3TO OBLI
Pacca.

"{ mo3oBy Ha nomork Paccy!" no umenu Jurropu, "OcraBaiics 3gecs!”

[Totrom [lurropu moBepHyn u nobexasn o0paTHO B IEPEBHIO.

BryTpu memeps Pacca cHOBa yCIIBIIIAN TEMHYIO XUXUKAHbE, XOTS Ha 9TOT pa3 OH OBLI ropas3fo
Omuke, yeM paHblle. Pacca moYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK UTO-TO 3aKPYTUIOCh BOKPYT €TI0 HOT ¥ BCTAJIO Ha
HOTH.

"Otnycty, Het!"

"O, MatbIl... Te6s eqBa MPUBETCTBOBAJIHU. .. ITOKAJIYHCTA, TPOXoau".

Pacca nmouyBCTBOBAJ, Kak €ro Tpscio Iiy0xke B Mellepy 10 BO3AYXY, ¥ OH 3aKpUyall.
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