Jleo paccrascs ¢ PanbhoM u pemusn moceTUuTh TOCTUHULY PeliHapKa, HO KOTHa OH IIpuexal, TO
3aMeTHJI, YTO BMECTO TOCTUHUIIE, Ky3HUIIA CTOSJIa TaM, TOe TOCTUHUIA HOIKHA Oblia ObITh.

"O, momoxkmu, 9TO mpoIioe”, - BcnoMuun Jleo.

B camomMm pemne. Conomon IIPpaBHUJI 3TUM I'OPOOOM BO CHE O IIPOIIJIOM, a Axab OBIT €r0 CHIHOM...
O04Y€BUOHO.

Jleo mopomen K Ky3uuile. OH 0CTaHOBUIICS ¥ BXofa. OH MOCMOTPENT HAa MECTO, TOe HOIKHEI ObLIH
OBITH TPYIIOOE!, ¥ HE YBUAE] UX. BMECTO 3TOr0 OH YBHUAE] P YX0KEHHBIX JOMOB, C IIBETOUHBEIMU
TOpIIKAMHU Ha CIy4YalHBIX TOMOKOHHUKAX, C IeTbMH, UT'PAIOIIUMU 0e3 cTpaxa, C POOUTEIISIMHU, He
OecrokosmuMuCS 3a 6e30mMacHOCTh cBoux meTei. OH BUAEN, Kak paboyre CTPOUIH HOBHIE JOMa Ha
IyCTHIpE.

Ho Jleo Takxke Mor BUAeTh OyAyIllee 3TUX 3JaHUN Yepe3 CBOIO MaMsATh. OH BCIIOMHUI MEPTBHIH
B3TJISM Ha fleTel, KOTopeix KopMuil Peiinapk. OH BcrioMHUN xpabpoe nmurio Enusasetsl. OH gyMarn o
IIyCTHIX JIUIIaX TOPOXKaH, Thae Obl OH HYU IIyTEeIIeCcTBOBaI B ropofie rpexa Axasa.

I TuHHEIE, TyCTHIE MBIC/IH TIOAOPBAJIU CYaCThe U PAfOCTh, KOTOPYIO OH BUOEN B IIPOIIBETAOIIEM
ropope ComomoHa. OH MOT TOJIBKO ITPEACTaBUTh, KaK I'PYCTHO JOJIKHO OBITH CTAPOMY U
npecrapenioMmy CoJIOMOHY, 3Hasl CBOETO ChIHA... ETO CHIH BCe pa3pyIINIL... 3Hast, UTO €ro ChIH BOT-BOT
BBI30BET CTOJII BeTpa 13-3a GOJIBIIOr0 KOJIMYeCTBa JEMOHOB.

Ho nopmoxpu, - mogymar Jleo, - He pa3pyuui Ovl y2Ke CTOINI BeTpa ropox Axab, ecnu Obl 9TO OBIIIO
Tak?

OH OBIJT COUT C TONKY U pacTepsH. OH OPoOu 110 TOPOAY B IMOMCKaX yTelleHus. OH XOOUII 110 YHCTHIM
nepeysikaM ¥ MUMO CBepKamwoimx GoHTaHoB. OH YyBCTBOBAJ BKYCHYIO €[y ¥ BUEJ KPaCUBBIX
JKEHIIMH, HO HUYTO He JaBaji0 eMy PafoCTH.

OH mopHSAJICS Ha XOJIM ¥ ITOCMOTPe Ha ropof. OH CTOSIT y BOPOT GOJIBIIOTO ABOPIia B IIEHTPE Topofa.
JIrogu HaTHIKaINCh Ha HEeTOo U Kprudasny Ha JIbBa. OH MOJOHSAJ OJIOBY U CTaJl CMOTPETh Ha TOPOf
ColoMOHa BO BceM ero Benukojenuu: "Kak 6eccMmuiciieHHO. Bce 3To Tak 6€CCMEICIIEHHO."

"Vunou ¢ moporu, Yepusii mnaii! Te epeKprIBaelllb ABUXKEHNE, - CKa3all COgaT, KOTOPBIM OXPaHsI
BOPOTAa ABOPIIA.

Jleo mpOUTHOPXPOBAJ CONiaTa U 3aKpudasi: "Tel CIBIIKIIb MeHs, PeliHapk! XBaTUT C MEHSI TBOUX
urp. OHU Bce Takue GeccMmbiciieHHBIe! HeT cMEBIca moKa3keiBaTh MHe Ipornioe! HeT cMmeicia
3aCTaBJIATh MeHS apeMarth. [Ipomy Te0si! Pa3bynu mens! Bcé Tak 6eccMbicieHHO!"

[Ipurnern ellle ONKH COJNJAT, ¥ 9TU [ABa COJIJATa BRITAUTUIIN JIbBa C JOPOTH, IIOTOMY YTO OH GJI0KMpOBA
KapaBaH BaXHOTO KYIIlla, KOTOPHIH OB 37ech, YTOOH yBUAETH apsi ComoMmoHa. KapaBaH Kymiia ObIT



HarpyeH JparoleHHbBIME KaMHSIMH, IPSHOCTSIMU U LIEJTKOM C BOCTOKa OT ceMu rop. Kymerr Ovii pap,
yTO JIeB HAaKOHEI[-TO OTOIIeJI OT BOPOT BO ABopel CoTIOMOHA, HO K €T0 YAUBJIEHUI0, 1 BOUHEL, U B
MeHbIe cTenenu JIe, CoTOMOH BO BCel ero ciiaBe OblsT 00bsIBIEH TPUOBIBIIIMM.

"Mepxute! Cnoimute! [laps BCTPETUTCS CO CBOMMHU IOAAaHHBIME!"

JTrogu kpuvanu. [llym 1 cyeTa ropofia OCTaHOBHUIMCH, KaK Oy[TO BpeMs 3aMep3710, HO TOJIbKO Ha
HECKOJIBKO CeKyH[I. [IoTOM BHe3aIHo Iioau OPOCUIMCE Ha XOJIM K OBOPIY M 3akpuyany: "[Ia
3OpaBCTBYeT KopoJb! [la 3mpaBCcTByeT KOPOb!"

Oxkpyxaroias 00CcTaHOBKa JIbBa CTasa HOBOJIBHO JIIONHOM. JTromu coOpaarch BOKPYT BOPOT ABOPIA, B
TO BpeMs KaK CTpazxka, KoTopas gepxkasa JIbBa, OTIYCTHUIIA, MBITAsIiCh HABECTH MOPSIIOK B TOJIIE.

BopoTa OTKPHITHUCE.

Ha GankoHe mBopIia CTOs/Ia PUrypa, rae ¢ 6aJkoHa B MIECTH METPax Hajl 3eMJIei CBUCAT IIMHHEIH
TOJICTBIN TO0eJIeH, B TO BpeMs Kak COJIIATHI, OJeThie B T030JI0YeHHEIE NOCIeXH, BEIXOMUIIN U3 JIBOPIa
W CO3[aBasid TPOIMHKY, BEAYINYIO K TOMy MECTY, TIe Haxomuics JIes.

K 6osbiIoMy YOMBIIEHUIO COIaTa, 3aTeM YarpuH, puUrypa CXBaTUIach 3a roOefeH U CIyCTUIach C
OanKOHa JBOPIIA.

Jlionu Benukui Kpuk. Kpuku u 3agpixanus 6exKanu U3 yCT MHOTHX, B TO BpeMs KaK CTPaKHUKH,
KOTOPHIE paHbllle [ieflali BHYLINTENIbHBIN BXO[, Terephb OellleHo OPOCUIIMCh 0XPaHSATh CBOETO KOPOJIs
B 0YeHb HEJIOBKOW MaHepe.

durypa moita 10 KOHIIa TOJICTOTO ro0esleHa ¥ MpofoKuila KadaTbesd. OH Kadazcs [0 TeX 1op, moKa
TKaHb He pa3opBaach, TI0Ka OH HaXO[MJICS Ha Kpalo Kadyalollerocs: ABUXKEHHUS, U CITyCKaJCs C
Bo3ayxa. OfHU 3aKPHIBAJIYU TJla3a B yKace, Ipyrue CMOTPEII B HEBEPHUE.

durypa mpu3eMnIniack, ¥ OH CTOsA nepeq JIbBOM, B TO BpeMsI Kak 30JI04eHbIe CTPaXKU OKPYKUIIU
rapst CosloMOHa, KOTOPHIM CITYCTHUIICSI B BEJIMYECTBEHHOM UJIM NOBOJIHHO TJIYIION MaHepe.

JleB yBUMeN ero u 3afbIXascs. 3Hasi, YTO 9TO OBI COH, OH He MOT He momyMarth: "JIuio CojoMoHa...
cusieT?

CoJIOMOH BRITTISIAETT 3HAKOMBIM, HO CTPAaHHEIM mJist JIeo. Y CosloMoHa mepen HUM ObIJT TOHKHH I[BET
nuia u 6e3ymepxkHas aypa, momo0Oarorias apo. OH CUIIBHO OT/IMYAJICS OT cTaporo CoJIoMOHa,
KOTOPOT'0 OH BCTPeYaJ, HO B TO 3Ke BPeMs OH OBIJT CJTUIIIKOM 3HAKOM.

"TBI, YTO THI CKa3a?" cka3aa Mojionoi CoJIOMOH.



"Trl cusems?" JIeB ckas3asl.

"Hert, uto, HeT! To, 4TO THI CKa3as paHee Ha ynuue! YTo TH cKazan?"

"O... aM..." Jleo mogyMan HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, a IOTOM C JIETKMM PYMSIHIIEM IOHSI ¥ CKalal: "9To
6ecCcMbICIIEHHO".

CoJIOMOH TIPHITHY ¥ TIOTQHIIEBAJ, U JIIOOU YIUBUIIKCH.

"VBepeH, 4TO 3TO He Halll Ilaph, - Ha4ajyd C HeJOBEPUEM rOBOPUTS, - "OH comIen ¢ yma?"

KoneuHo, oHM TOBOPHUJIK 3TO B PA3HEIX MaHEPAX, KaXKOad U3 KOTOPHEIX YHUKAJIbHA OJIA UX
COOCTBEHHOT'0 YMa, ¥ OHU I'OBOPHUIIX HE CPa3y, 4 B POIIOT. To, 4TO 4 IIpeniaran paHee, OBITO
CEHTHUMEHTAJIbHBIM.

¢ neHUBHIYM pacCKa34yUK WIK IPOCTO 0OMaHEIBal TebOA? TeM He MeHee, IPOCTO HAayYUTeCh IPUHUMATh
TO, UTO 5 TOBOPIO, KaK (aKT, U ecyIy BEl He MOXKETEe 3TOT0 CHeNiaTh, TO 9Ta UCTOPHS CTAHET CIUIIKOM
3alyTaHHOU U TPEBOXKHOW, YTOOBI CTPOUTH OOTAKU, 0COOEHHO Ha JaHHOM 3Talle UCTOPUU:
Ckpomuoro bnaropogHoro CTpaHHUKA.

Bo BcsakoM cnydae, COTOMOH OCTAHOBUIICS U CKa3aml: "OXpaHHUKU IPUHECUTE 3Ty YEPHYIO OeKAY B
MOM YUTaILHEIA 3a1". OH - TOCTh BHICIIEH cTeneHu! OTMeHUTe BCe OCTaJIbHbIE aHTaKeMEeHTHl Ha
CerofHs. ITOT YEJIOBEK - TOT, KOTO Hago OTIpa3gHoBaTh!"

Bce, cTpaxa u Tonma, 1 Jleo OBl 03alaueHEl 9TUM ITIOBOPOTOM COOBITHIH. JIeo 0XKugal BCTPETUTD
ComoMoOHa - HO He B TaKOW TPaHIMO3HOM MaHEpe.

"0, u KaK Te0s 30ByT, moporas BiaskkoT?"

"Jleo..."

"BenukonenHo! OH maeT CBOe UMS IIPU POXKOECHUY, a He uMsa YepHou TpsAnkKu nepeq apem!
Koneuno, oH TOT, Koro g uckaju! Muém! IIpuenu JIbBa Bo gBoper;! Ham ecTh 4TO 06CyauUTh!"

JleB mocnenoBar 3a CTpaXXHUKaMM, BTOPTIIMMUCS B BOPOTA IBOPIIA, ¥ IIOCJIE TOT'0, KaK OH BOIIEJI,
TOJIMTa MeJJIEHHO Pa30Iliach, 0CO3HaB, YTO OOJIbIlIe HUYET0 He ciayduTcs. Ho, TeM He MeHee,
HEKOTOpHIe 3aJaBaIiCh BOIIPOCOM O 3HAYEHUM ITOT'0 COOBITHS U ITyOOKO PA3MBIIIISIN HaJ HUM, 100
CaMBIM MYIpHIYA YeJI0BeK B MUPe He cfelian Obl HU4ero riaymnoro 3ps. KoHeuHo, HeT.

Onu gymanu, B 0011eM, B CBoux ceppauax: "Ecnu Ovl TONMBKO 3TO OBIT S ¢ KOPOJIEM..."
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