— AXx {a, TO4HO, s TOMHI0, Bairie BenuuecTtBo. Ho Korpma mepemo MHOM HaXx0omuTCs PeOEHOK, 0
KOTOPOM T'OBOPHJI OPAKYJ, I He MOTY CKPHITh CBOET0 BOCXUIIEHHUS, — 00PATUIICS CTPAHHBIA MyKYKUHA
K UMIIEpaTopy, He 0TBOXS B3TJIANA OT NEBOYKU.

— Kax ThI MoxeIb OBITh YBEPEH, UTO UMEHHO O HEW TOBOPHUJI 3TOT TPEKJISTHIM OpaKyi? — CO 37I0CThIO
B T0OJIOCE 3aMeTHII OTell.

— Onu etie He MPoOyAUIKUCH, HO S YYBCTBYIO B IIpUHIlecce O0KeCTBeHHbIe CUIbl. HeCOMHEHHO, Ta
IeBylLlIKa 13 nmpopodectsa — Ee BricouecTBo.

¢ He MOHMMaA, 0 YeM OHH T'oBOPST. KaxkeTcs, mpeaMeToM uX pa3roBopa Owina s. Ho, yBEI, s Maio
YTO MOHMMasa. UTo elre 3a Opakysl, ¥ 0 KaKOM IPOoOyKIeHUHU UAeT peub? ITOT MyK4HHa B 6eJIoM
OHEeSTHUY [yMaeT, YTO BUOPUPYIOIAs 9HEPTHsI, KOTOPYIO OH SKOOHI YYBCTBYET, UMEET 00KECTBEHHOE
mpoucxoxmuenue? Yto 3a 6pen BoooOie?!

— XHBI-BI-HL...

¢l 3axHBIKAa ¥ IOTSHYyIa CBOM MalleHbKKe pydku K Ockapy. BpaT, ycrmokauBasi MeHsI, IOTJIafuI 110
Tievy.

— Bce xopo11o, cecTpeHka. ITOT Asimeyka — CBAIeHHUK AGenapmo. Tebe Heuero 60sSTHCS.

AbGemnappo? ¢ mapy pas cibllllaia 3TO Ha3BaHUe. TaK Ha3bIBaJICSI KAKOU-TO CBSILIEHHBIM TOPO, HO
IIOYeMY CBSIILIEHHUKH JPYTOM CTPAHHI IIPOAesIaivd BeCh 3TOT IyTh, Ha0Bl YBUIETh MEHS?

— Mos moyb elrle CIUIIKOM MaJla, II03ToMy OyHeT ydiile, eciu ['ycTaB IPOBOAUT BacC [0 ABEPH, —
ITUHAYHO HATIOMHUIT KMIIEPATOP

Ero BennuecTBo, KOTOPHIM BCe 3TO BpeMs HaXOAUIICS B IJIOXOM PACIIOIOKEHUH AyXa, BCTAll Iepef
CBSIIIEHHUKAMM, TEM CaMBIM OTTOpakK1Basi CBOE Yafio OT HUX. B CBOIO ouepensb CeOBIaChlil MyKUnHa
CyMeJl COXPaHUTh HEBO3MYTUMOCTh |, TOOPOAYIIHO PaCCMESIBIINCH, 3aMETHII:

— Xopoto, Tak u OBITH. {1 YBUAET BCE, UTO XOTEJI. AX Ia, TAK¥Ke 5 CJIBIIIAJ, YTO BbI B3SIJIU B IIJIEH
IrsaBona JabnuHa.

«A? [IpsaBona [TabmuHa? YTO 3a CTPAHHOE UMEYKO?».

4 cneimarna, Kak Jlanumap 1 KcaBse roBOpuIn 0 HeuTo mogo6HoM. Torma MHE ITOKa3ajIoCchk, YTO
IbsBon [JabnuHa — 04eHb CMeIIHOe TPo3BuIle. [la ¥ K TOMY XkKe IT0YeMy OH B3ST B IJIEH?

«Ax! Heyxemnu...».



O¥, 9TO MPOCTO COBIafieHHe, YTO MHE Cpa3y Ke Ha YM IIPHIIe/ TOT KPaCHOT a3kl MaIb4HK, C
KOTOPHIM 5 BCTPETUIIACh BO BpeMsI CBOeH IepBOM MPOTrynkH... Ho 3To He MoxkeT OhITh OH!

— Bce BepHO. IT0 OBIIO MecsI] Ha3aMl, — COTJIACHUIICS UMIIePaTop.

— 4 cnbrman, 4To Bel [OCTATOYHE CHIIBHEL, YTOOBI COEPKATh aypy CMepPTH Jaxe 6e3 MeguyMa, HO
HeyKeJu Bl COBCEM He ITocTpafany, Baie BennyecTBo?

— BEINI0 HECKOIBKO paHeHI/IfI.

Bupmst cypoBoe nuI0 UMIIepaTopa, MOXKHO ObIJIO CenaTh BHBOM, 4TO [leMoH [TabnrHa OblT HEBEPOSTHO
CHUJIEH.

— He 3a0niBaiiTe 0 cTpaHe, OTKyIa POOOM 3TOT MaJIbuMINKa, Baile BennyecTBo, — C IeTKOM UPOHUEH
HaIlOMHUJI CIIyXKHUTEJb [IEPKBH.

— Habnuu?

— ITa, BO3MOXKHO, OHM 3aXOTST BEPHYTH IJIEHHUKA. [[a ¥ KpOMe HUX eCTh MHOT'0 JPYTHX JIIONeH,
XKenaromux Bac... KxM, K TOMy Xe, BBl IOIIJIA 10 CBSIMIEHHEIX 3€Melb... BOIOCh, YTO BECh 3TOT CHIP-
00p MOXKET 3afieTh MaxkKe UMIEPHUI0 DPMaHO.

Barman CTapPHUKa IIepeMeCTHJICA C UMIIepaTOPa Ha MEH4. Ha MraoBeHue Hallli r'71a3a BCTPETHUIINCE.

— YBupuMcs B clenyiomui pa3, npuHilecca Msiibn BunTtep [apaenust 9pMaHo.

MyxX4rHa BeXK/IMBO 00paTuics Ko MHe. O4eBHUIHO, UTO 3TO ObII0 00BIYHOE OOpallleHre, HO TOYeMYy-
TO MHE OHO IT0Ka3aJI0Ch CTPAHHBIM. BhIJIO TaKOe YyBCTBO, KaK GyATO OH YTO-TO 3Haj. Bce mernmo OvlI0 B
€ro T71a3ax UK e MOBeIeHun?

CBSIIIeHHUKA A6enap;10 6bICTpO IMOKUHYIJIX CIIAJIbHIO, 1 CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO TA2KECTHU TYT K€ UCUYEe3JI0.

— Vax... — BHIOXHYJIa 5 4 C 00yierdyeHreM pacciiabuiia pyKHu.

He gymaro, 4To CBSIIEHHUKHK OBIJTM HACTPOEHHI BpaxkmeOHO, HO B UX IIPUCYTCTBUH 5T YYBCTBOBaJIa ce0s
HeKoM@opTHO. OcKap, KOTOPHIY KacaliCsi MOet PYKH, CKa3ajl CepPhe3HBIM I'0JI0COM:

— Xm! KaxeTcs, cBsimeHHUKY AGenapao BeoyT cebs Kya OCTOpOXKHee, YeM S Ipefoarai.

— MHe ToXe Tak nmoka3anaoch. He gyMas, 4To Bce Tak 3aKOHUMTCS. KaXkeTcs, y HOBOTO UMIIepaTopa
CBsI1IeHHOM 3eM/u Apyras IoNuTUKa, — npo0yonun Ero BenuuecTBo, morpyxasich B CBOM MBICIIH.



— A noueMy BHE3aITHO BCILJIbLIa UCTOPUS uMmnepuu [1abnun? — paccyxpas OyATO B3POCTIBIA,
crpocun Ockap.

— XM, xopoiu# Bonpoc... HyxkHo Bce TIaTenbHO 00AyMaTh...

¢ morafmrIBajiach, 0 YeM FOBOPHII TOT cTapuK. KaxeTcs, y AGenapmo ObITH Ha MEHS KaKKe-TO IIJIaHH,
KOTOpBIE CUJTbHO HEe HPABUJINCh MOEMY OTIIy.

— OXy-y, — B3[0XHYJIa .

U Tyt go mens pomo! Bengs mpomuino Bcero Tpu Mecsina, Kak S POOUIIACh, @ 3HA4YUT, MHE He HYXKHO
IyMaTh O CJIOXKHBIX B3POCIEIX 00CTOATENBCTBaX. [109TOMY MHE He [IOMKHO OBITh 0 9TOT'0 HUKAKOT'0
nena. Ho pa3Be 3T0 He Moe uMsi — Mpaii6y ['apmenust OpmaHo? M 4To 9TO 3a CTPaHHOE UMEYKO —
Buntep?

3amyMaBIIKCh, 1 ycTaBUIach Ha Ockapa, U OH SIpKO MHe yJIBIOHYICS.

— Yto Takoe, cecTpeHKa? — ynuBuics o6pat, — Ox, Maiib11, Tebe 3TOro He HYKHO 3HATh. TH ellle
MaJIeHbKasd!

«TBI 4TO OxpeHen?! OTO KTO TYT ellle MaJIeHbKUW, COCYHOK!».

Bcé! 9To oTHOIIEHNWE KO MHE TIOPSIAKOM HOCTAo!
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