BEI7I0 MOBOBHO HEJIOBKO OBITH ITPEICTABIEHHON KaK «IIPeKpacHas J04b» Iepel TaKUM KOJUYEeCTBOM
JIIomen.

ViMmepaTop NMPOMOIkKal TOBOPUTD.

— K Bamemy cBenenuto, MenOn — reHuit, KOTopasi IepeBepHyIach B TP Mecslia ¥ Hadasla XOOUTh B
BOCEMb MecsleB. [J0BOXKY [0 Balllero CBENEHHS.

«YTO, YTO THI TOBOPHUIIIL?».

ViMmepaTop C TOPALIM JIUIIOM PaCcKpPhIT HH(DOPMAIIKMIO, 0 KOTOPOM HUKTO He CIIpalIuBall.

HekoTopkle mogu OB OILIEIOMJIEHE], KaK U 5, HO Cpefiy HUX OBIJIA U TaKKe, KOTOPHIE C 9HTY3Ma3MOM
KUBaIK: MOs HsHs, rpaduns Jlyne Anvenu, Mo¥ cBomHEBIHM 6pat mpuHI Ockap, MOH e[ 1o
MaTepUHCKOU JIUHUU, Mapku3 ['apaenus, u, HakoHell, Jluccaugpo [1oHOBaH.

— Xa...

4 rny6oko B3mOXHYa.

Xo4y yMepeTsh OT CTHIAA ...

K cuacThio, peub uMIepaTopa Obljia HEIONTOMH.

— XKemai BaM IIOIIPMBETCTBOBATE IIOCJIAHHUKOB, KOTOPBIE IIPHUEXaJIn, YTOORI OTIIPa3AHOBAThH JE€HBb
POXOeHNA IMPHUHIECCE X HACJIIaAUTHCA OaHKEeTOM.

JTrogu B OenbIX ofiexkaax coOpamuch B OMHOM MecTe. 4 60sicst, 4To MoHTEero OBl TaM, HO, K CYACThIO,
He yBUfEJIa eTo JINIA.

4 BEITJIAKY BCTPEBOXKEHHOU?

— Bce B mopsimke, Meti0O. I1noxoi mapeHs, KOTOPBIHM IEITancs 3abpaTh Tebs Torma, OB
[EeTIOPTUPOBAH, ¥ €My 3alIPETUIH ITePeceKaTh IPaHuIly JpPMaHo.

CrioBa MMITepaTopa 3aCTaBUIIU MEHs PacCiIabuThCS.

4 crmokoiHO HaOm0gana 3a CBAIeHHUKAMU, OMHAKO ObIIO KOe-4TO HeOOBIYHOE, YTO 3aCTABMUIIO MEHS
B3TJIAHYTH Ha 3TO.



Kazamocs, 4TO CBSIIEHHUKU CI'PYIIIIMPOBAHEI BMECTE, KaK 6YJITO OHHU KOI'O-TO 3alllXIIaloT.
HocepenI/IHe OBLI OOVH 4YeJIOBEeK, JIMIla KOTOPOTro He OBITO BHHO.

[ToMHMO TOTO YTO OH GBI JOBOJIBHO BEICOKMM, 0KA3aJI0Ch HEBO3MOKHEIM Pa306paTh HU 10J1a, HU
BO3pacTa.

— IIponyctum npusetcTtBue. Hapoero.

ATMocdepa BCKOpPe CHOBa CTaja LIYMHOM, KOTIa UMIIEPaTop OTAAJ HeOOJIbIIOH MPUKa3 CBOEMY
aIbIOTAHTY.

IToce 3TOTO UMITEPATOP YCAOUII MeHs K cebe Ha KOJIEHH ¥ caM Cell Ha TPOH.

OpKeCTp CHOBaA 3aurpall, 1 JIOOU CTaJIX TAHIIEBATH, OE€PXKACh 3d PYKHU.

— Meii61. ToI TpaBaa CerogHs 0YeHb MUIA.

Ockap MaxHYJI MHE PYKOH ¥ cfeaa KOMIIUMeHT. CaM OH TOXe BHITJISIHEe] OYeHb XOPOIIIO

Ockap, KOTOPOMY HCIIOJTHUJIOCH CEMb JIET, CTaJI BHIIIE IIPEKHETO, eT0 ofiexka Obljla HaMHOTO IIPOIIIE,
yeM Hapsa UMIIepaTopa, HO er0 BHEIIHUY B B MAHTUU BHITJISIAEN KPYTO U MHUJIO.

— Tuomu. (TH TOXKE MHUJIBIH.)

— Tebe u3BectHO? [Ia, Mel0a TozxkKe 3HAET, YTO OHA MUJIA.

CerogHsi MOH JIEIIET CHOBA He IIOHUMAIOT.

Xy, MHE€ He ClieJyeT 'OBOPHUTL.

Ockap ceJ psiloM CO MHOM, Kak Oy[TO ero He HHTEPECOBaia BeUepHHKA.

— Ax, ma. Meii01n1, c MHEM POKIEHUS.

— Vu?

— I/IMnepaTop CKa3all, 4TO GYI[eT IIEePBLIM, IIO3TOMY 3dIIPETHII... He BaxHoO.

Ockap ITOCTOSIHHO OTJISIOLIBAJICS Halaj. MMmepaTop CTOsI c3amu. 1 MOrJia He TJISIs IOHSTh BCIO



CUTYaIHIO.

He Mory npoBepuTsh, 4YTO OH 3aCTaBUJI JIIOEU MOJI4aTh. Tak I0-OEeTCKU.

— BMmecTo 3T0TO 4 IIePBLEIM COEJIAI0 Tebe IMOJAapPOK Ha JHEeHb POXKIOEHN .

— Ockap.

I/IMr[epaTop THUXO II03BaJl OCKapa, HO TOT IIPOUTHOPHUPOBAJLI €T0 U JOCTAJI YTO-TO U3 KaPpMadHa. 310
)3 0ZKepeJjibe C 3eJIEHBIM OPArO€HHBIM KaMHEM, BUCAIITNM Ha Cepe6p5{H0171 HUTH.

— Oxemne? (Oxepenne?)

Ockap OTKPHUI IIUPOKO IJIa3a.

— BepHo. Teb4 maxe He yuunu 3ToMy cioBy. OTKyZna TH y3Hasna?

[ToBO3UBIIKCE C 0XKEPENIbEM, S TOCMOTPesa Ha Hero. CKONTbKO OBl TIOMAPKOB 5T HY MOJIy4HIIa, HUKAK
He MOTJIa K 9TOMY ITPUBLIKHYTb.

— ... Tebe 9TO He HpaBUTCS?

4 moxkauarsa roj0BOM B U3yMJIEHUU.

— 4 rak He gymaiw. He mymaro, 4To Tebe 3TO HPaBUTCH ...

— Hanwuna. (HpaButcs.)

— 4 pap, uTo Tebe HpABUTCH.

9T0 HOpMaIbHO, MokKa OcKap CYacCT/IuB.

b B3 0XHYIJIa C 00JIeTUEHUEM.

«TpynHO 00IIAaTLCS C CEMUJIETHUM PEOEHKOM».

OCKap, KOTOpBIfI 6onTan 060 BceM, YKa3aJl Ha OOJHO MECTO.

— Meii61, TaM BCe OmapKu Ojist Te0s.



9T0 OBlTa Topa KOPoOOoK. f mymarna, 94To 3TO IPOCTO JeTalb HHTephepa.

[Toka 51 cMOTpesia Ha IOflapKu, UMIIEPATOP II0JI0KHUI PYKY MHE Ha TOJIOBY.

— ThI, moMmKHO GBITH, Pa304YapoBaHa BCET0 HECKOJIBKUMHU MofapKamu, Meu6.

Yero?

¢ 3HepPruYHO moKavaja TONI0BOKM, HO MO0 PEAKIINI0 TPOUTHOPHUPOBAIH.

— He Bomnnyiicsi, Mei61. Y nansl ecTh Ojisi Te6s1 XOPOIui I0oJapoK.

4 3abrnina. { yBepeHa, 4TO BUepa Thl CKa3aJjl, YTO MPUTOTOBUII IOTPSACAOLINYN I0JapOK.

HWMnepaTtop, BCTaBIIMM CO CBOET0 MECTa, IPUBJIEK BHUMaHMeE JTIONEH.

Bce B OaHKETHOM 3aJie IIOCMOTPEJIN HAa HETO.

OrnsgppIBasich BOKPYT, S TIOYYBCTBOBasIa Ha ce0e MPUCTalbHBIN B3I,

MecrTo, rue cobpanuch cBsImeHHNKY AGenapro.

Cpenu HUX s, Ka3aJioCh, BCTPETUIICS B3TJIAIOM C MYXKYMHOM, KOTOPHIM BCe BpeMsi ObIJT B MAHTHH ...

OH OBITT KPaCHB, C eT0 KPaCHHIMU T'Jla3aMu. Korma s1 CHOBa 3aKphijia ¥ OTKPHIIA I'J1a3a, ero 0ojbIlle He
OBLIIO.

— MHe eCTb, 4TO CKa3aThb Ha HGpBbeI OEHDb POXKIOEHNA ITPUHIIECCEHI.

HmmepaTop MOCMOTPeN Ha MeHsI, HAaKJIOHUJICS U IMPOIIeNTaa MHE Ha yXO:

— Meii6n1. 4 otmam TebGe 3Ty CTpaHy.

YTO 51 TOJIBKO YTO YCJIbIIIana? To Obljla 4yLlh, IO3TOMY S CpPa3y OTPULaia PeaTbHOCTb.

Ho Bompeku MoeMy XkKeJlaHUI0, UMIIepPaTOpP TPOMKO O0BSBUII:



— 41 BeHu4ar0 Ha TPoH Meitbn MapoeHnn IpMaHo.

O mot 6or.
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