Hsusa YOUBUIIACh BHE3AITHOMY CTYKY U IIPOBEPHIIA BPEMS.

— O, yXe Tak 030HO.

Hsusa Jep2Kalla MEeHI OCTOPOZXKHO, YTOOHI TIJIaThe He TIIOMSAJIOCE, ¥ IIOCIIEIHO OTKPEIJId ABEPE.

KoHedHO, 3a Hel CTOSJI UMIepaTop.

BEITIO MOBOIBHO CTPAaHHO BUOETH UMIIEPATOPA HE B IIOBCETHEBHOM OfleKae.

K ToMy ke oH OBLIT HACTOIBLKO MOJIOM ¥ KPACHUB, YTO €ro HeJlb3s OBII0 CUUTATh OTLHOM pebeHKa. 7
CHOBa pacTepsyace.

— IIpusetcTBylo, Bate BennyecTso.

MeHs nepeganyd UMIIEPATOPY, KOTOPHIM Ipy0o moMaxan HSHE.

— C nHeM poxpaeHusi, Meuor.

4 TOJIIPKO MOpPTHYJIA B OTBET.

CerogHs Yy MeHA NEeHb POXKOEHNs, HO s BIIEPBEIE YCIIBIIIAIa ITO3OPAaBIIEHN .

B HpOIJ.UIOfI XKU3HU 4 ClIeTUaJIbHO HUKOMY HE€ PACCKA3bIBajld, TIOTOMY YTO IIOTOM MHE ITPUXOAUITIOCH
PacCIlyiaqyuBaThCA 3a IIOJAPOK Ha NEHb POXKIOEHU. Tak 4To 4 PenKo Ciiblllala TaKKue CJIOBaA.

— VH...

Bot KakKo0BO 3T0, KOTra IIO3APABIIAIOT C POXKIOEHHUEM.

9T0 OBIJIO CTPAHHO.

)%k

ViMmmepaTop HampaBusics B 0aHKETHHIN 3all

— A xak HacyeT Ockapa?

— OH BoIIIeT TEPBBIM C TepIiioruHel [[0HOBaH.



A MHe OBIJIO HHTEPEeCHO, II0YeMy 5 He BUela ero.

Kcratu, MeHsT Kak-T0 6€CIIOKOMIT IIOMOIITHUK, KOTOPHIH IIeJT Ha HeCKOJIBKO IIaroB MM03agu MEHS.

OH OBIJT TAKUM XYOBIM — KaK CKeJIeT, CJIOBHO COOMPAETCS yMEPETh.

MoxeT, y Hero npo0yieMsl B ceMbe?.. Y MeHs 3a0071esio ceplle, Isas Ha Hero.

qa B3rJIAHYJIa Ha HETO, U Halllk B3TJIAOBI BCTPETUIINCE. [TOMOIITHUK IIPUIIOOHSAII YT'OJIKH PTa X HEJIOBKO
YJ'IBI6HYJ'IC${. OH BRITTISAMET YCTaBIIKM, 4 IIOO I''Ta3aMU OBLITH TEMHEIE KpPyTH.

4 oTnpaBuiia eMy coobieHne IOogIePKKH.

— XuuM.

— Yro?

4 roBopio: 6ynb CUTHHEIM!

4 mouyBCTBOBaJa, KaK UMIIEPATOP CMOTPUT Ha MEHSI CBEPXY BHU3.

MEICTTE O IOMOIITH MMIIEPATOPY 3aCTaBUJla MEHS IIOHATH, TIOYEMY OH TaK YCTaJIO BBITJIAOUT.

OH HEKOHTPONMPyeMbIl yenioBek. M cam 06 9TOM He mogo3peBar.

— OTO BPEMHO [IJIs1 TBOETO 3PEHUS, ECIIH ThI Oy/eIIh CMOTPETh Ha TAKOTO YesloBeKa, Mewoi.

—yu?

— Tak, MBI TpUITIIH.

W3 KoMHaTHI HemmogalleKy HOHOCUIACh OPKECTPOBAsA MY3BEIKA.

¢1 OblTa B OPSIIKE, HO BHE3AMHO MOe Cepflle 3a6hI0Ch KakK CyMacIileIiee.

Ha BeueprHKe [OJIKHO OLITH MHOT'O JIIOJIel, BEPHO?

[TouTH rop s1 BCTpedasa TaK Majo JIIOJel, YTO MOTJIa IePeCYUTATh UX I10 MajIbIaM.



MoxeT OBITE, IIO3TOMY 0os171ach BEICTYIIUTHE II€PEed TaKUM KOJIM9E€CTBOM HapoOoOa. 4 3Ha10, 4TO OHU
HHUYero He XKXOYT OT pe6eHKa, HO He MOTI'JIa HITHOPHUPOBATEL OABJIEHUE.

— ¥ Tebs mmoxoe BEIpaxKeHue nuiia, Meno.

4 cxBaTunach 3a Kpa171 OOEeXKObl UMIIEPATOPA W 3dPBIJIACh JIUIIOM. OH MeIeHHO NOTIafuil MeHs 110
CIINHE.

— Heuero Gositecst, Meii61. Bce, ¢ KeM ThI BCTPETHIILCS Cerfyac, — 3TO JIIOOU, KOTOPHIE HOJIKHEI
XOPOIIO BHITIISIAETD mIs Tebsi, a He Te, MJIST KOTOPBIX THI JOJIXKHBI XOPOIIIO BHITIISIAETS.

— ... yu?

O, TaKoe MOXKHO TOBOPUTh IOIOBAJIOMY PEOEHKY?

Yo erme 6onee abCypaHO, TaK 3TO TO, YTO BRIPaXKEHHUE JIMIIA KUMIIEPATOpa I0Cye TOro, KakK OH
3aKOHYHUJI TOBOPHUTE, CTAJI0 CEPbEe3HbIM.

Kak #r1 CTPaHHO, CTPaX UCYE3, U HalIPAXKEeHMNEe CIIaJio, BO3MOXKHO, 6Haronap5{ CJIOBaM HMIIepaTopa.

On KOCHYJICA MOUX PACTPEIIaHHBIX BOJIOC ¥ KUBHYIJI CIIyT €, O2KUOABIIEMY Y IBEPH.

— Ero BenuuectBo UMnepaTop u Meii6n Bu...

— Cror!

MmMmepaTop KecToKO 060pBaj CJI0Ba CIIYyTH IIPX BXOAeE. 3aTeM OH IIPUKA3aJl CO CBUPEIIHIM B3TJISIIOM.

— IIpomyctu 3T0.

HpI/I BHUOE€ TaKOro B3rjdga Ciiyra CMYTHIICA, HO 6LICTpO YJIOBHIJI TO, YTO XOTE€JI UMIIEPATOP.

— [la, ma! Ero BenuuectBo MMnepaTop u npuHiiecca Mei6n 'apmerus IpMaHo!

VimmepaTop Mpolliel MUMO TEMHOTO KOPUAOpa K CBeTIOMYy OaHKETHOMY 3aily. PacCessHHBIN CBET
JIIOCTPHL Ha MTHOBEHME OCJIETIUJI MEeHs, 3aCTaBUB KPETKO 3aKMYPHUTHCH.

BOprT BOIIapHJIaCh MEPTBAA TUIIXHA. MYSI:IKa ImepecCTalia UrparThk.



Korpga s menimeHHO OTKDPGHIJIA I'lIa3ad, MEHA BCTPETUIIA BIIEUATIIAOIIaA CII€Ha 0aHKEeTHOTO 3aa.
BecuncnenHOe KOMTUYECTBO TIOTEN B YHHUCOH CKJIOHUJIN I'OJIOBHI.

VimmepaTop IpollieNl MeXy HUMU ¥ HallpaBUJICS K TPOHY.

IlBa CTyJla C JIeBOU CTOPOHEI, Ka3aJIOCh, IIPedHA3HAYaJIUCh OJId MEHA U OCKapa.

Koneuno, s 6Bl TaM IIocumena, HO ...

— Taxk, cagucs.

Kak Tak MPOM30IIIIO0, YTO S CHXKY Ha TPOHE?

4 mocMmoTperna elle pa3, 3aaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, He OIIuGIach JId, HO OKa3alach MpaBa — 3TO GBI
TPOH.

4 mocmoTperna B ria3a UMIIEPATopa, YTOOH MIPOSICHUTH CUTYALNIO, HO OH BCTAJl M 06paTHUII CBOM B30p
Ha MyOIUKY.

— [logHUMUTE TOIOBEL.

Jliomu, KOTOpBIe TIOCMOTPENX Ha MEeHS, IIIMPOKO OTKPHUIN TJla3a.

«3a4yeM Tl MOCAfUI MeHS Ha TPOH? ITO He MOe MeCTO!».

E1re He MO3HO PEIMNUTh 3TOT BOIPOC. ¢ MOMEBITaNach ClIe3Th C TPOHA, HO MeHs IIOMMaJIi.

— OcrTaBaiics 3mech, Mei61. Tel ke YMHUITA?

BrIiHyXKIeHHas 0CTaThCs, s HeymoOHO cella Ha TPOH.

«[Ta. Ecnu 6b1 y Bcex ObIJT MO3T, OHU ObI 3HAJIM, YTO S HE XOUY 3[1€Ch CULETh>.

4 gyyBcTBOBasa Ha cebe BCe B3I JIIOAeW B IPOCTOPHOM OaHKETHOM 3alie.

Vx, 3T0 yX cinuimkoM. Hameroch, 9T0 CKOPO 3aKOHYMTCS, HO TaKOe HEBO3MOXKHO, ITIOTOMY 4TO 3Ta
BeUEPUHKA — MOM [IeHb POXKICHUS.



— Jo6po moKanoBaTh TEM, KTO IIPHUIIEN CETONHS MI03IPaBUTh MO0 TPEKPACHY0 No4b MeilI ¢ ee
TIEPBEIM THEM POKIEHHS.
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